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In this document
	` Health risks and minimizing your risks

	� Smoking
	� Vaping
	� Dabbing

	` Report a side effect or a problem

Cannabis is most commonly consumed through smoking, although vaping and dabbing are 
also common ways of consuming cannabis. This page focuses on cannabis accessories 
used for inhalation and how to lower risks associated with the use of these accessories. 
For more information on the general risks of cannabis use on your health, refer to 
Health effects of cannabis. 

A cannabis accessory is a thing or device that’s used in the consumption of cannabis. This 
includes rolling papers or wraps, pipes, water pipes (bongs), vapes and dab rigs.

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/health-effects/effects.html
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Health risks and  
minimizing your risk

Smoking
Smoking refers to the inhalation of smoke produced by burning cannabis. It’s the most 
common method of consuming cannabis and the most harmful one. Cannabis smoke 
contains many of the same harmful chemicals as tobacco smoke, including carcinogens 
(substance capable of causing cancer). Cannabis smoking has been associated with 
increased risks of:

	` bronchitis
	` lung infections
	` chronic (long-term) cough
	` increased mucus buildup in the chest

Smoking accessories

Rolling papers
Joints or blunts are usually made with dried cannabis that has been rolled in a burnable 
“rolling” paper. These rolling papers are thin and made from natural materials like 
bamboo or hemp.

To minimize your risk when smoking a joint or a blunt, avoid sharing them to prevent 
spreading diseases or infections. Also, make sure to buy the papers or pre-rolled joints 
from authorized retailers. Non-regulated rolling papers can contain contaminants such 
as:

	` heavy metals, like lead
	` pesticides

Example of a joint

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
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Pipes
Pipes are a reusable accessory used to smoke cannabis. Cannabis is burned in the bowl 
of the pipe and the smoke stays in the pipe to be inhaled. There are different types of 
pipes:

	` hand pipes
	` one hitters
	` water pipes (such as bubblers or bongs)

With water pipes, the water can lower the temperature of the smoke and help filter some 
of the harmful substances in the smoke. However, this doesn’t make pipe smoking safe. 
Research has shown that water pipes can produce greater levels of second-hand smoke 
than tobacco cigarettes. The risk of being affected by second-hand smoke is also higher 
for those smoking indoors.1

Minimize your risk when using a pipe.

	` Choose a pipe made of glass or ceramic. Plastic and other materials can have 
harmful chemicals that can be inhaled when heated.

	` If you share your pipe, use a different mouthpiece to avoid spreading diseases or 
infections.

	` For water pipes, keep them clean by wiping them down and regularly switching out 
the water used.

Example of a hand pipe Example of a water pipe (bong)
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Vaping
Vaping is the inhalation of an aerosol produced by heating a liquid or solid cannabis 
extract inside a vaping accessory.

The aerosol generated from cannabis vaping has been shown to contain harmful 
substances.2 Also, contaminants such as heavy metals may leach into the cannabis 
extract and be inhaled in the aerosol.34 Although vaping cannabis has its own risks, it’s 
less harmful for your lungs than smoking cannabis.

Vaping accessories
Vaping accessories consist of a:

	` battery
	` mouthpiece

	` heating element
	` chamber or cartridge

Different examples of vaping accessories include:

	` vape pen
	` e-liquid pod

	` e-liquid vaporizer
	` vaporizer with mods (battery adaptor)

Vaping accessories have been known to malfunction, and in rare cases, these 
malfunctions have resulted in injury.

Minimize your risk when using a vaping accessory.

	` Buy your accessory from an authorized retailer.
	` Follow manufacturer’s instructions on proper use and disposal of your accessory.
	` Properly clean your accessory after use.
	` Don’t over-charge the batteries of your rechargeable accessory.
	` Learn about battery safety, including proper precautions and disposal of the lithium-

ion battery for your rechargeable accessory.
	` Avoid sharing your vaping accessory to prevent spreading diseases or infections.

Example of an e-liquid vaporizer

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fhealth-canada%2Fservices%2Ftoy-safety%2Fbattery-safety.html%23a3&data=05%7C01%7Chayley.hills%40hc-sc.gc.ca%7C78d504ee18d548bef7d708dab920a5d7%7C42fd9015de4d4223a368baeacab48927%7C0%7C0%7C638025847405499521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jUCbiPG5Syb8AFyRk9q%2Fw3W61100Nu2GpE5Ww1uAszw%3D&reserved=0
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Dabbing
Dabbing is the inhalation of an aerosol generated by high temperature vaporization of a 
solid or semi-solid cannabis extract (a dab) with a dabbing accessory.

Dabbing accessories

Dab rigs
A dab rig is an accessory that’s usually made of glass. It features four parts:

	` dome
	` dabber

	` a water pipe
	` nail (or banger)

The nail is a small compartment where the cannabis extract is heated with a torch or a 
heated element.

Dab rigs are used with highly concentrated cannabis extracts such as:

	` wax
	` hash
	` rosin
	` shatter

	` live resin
	` budder or batter
	` butane hash oil (BHO)
	` crumble or honeycomb

Minimize your risk when using a dab rig.

	` Buy your accessory from an authorized retailer.
	` If you share your dab rig, use a different mouthpiece to avoid spreading diseases or 

infections.
	` Keep your dab rig clean by wiping it down and regularly switching out the water 

in the rig.

Example of a dab rig

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html


Cannabis accessories for inhalation: Minimizing your risk when smoking, vaping and dabbing08

Dab pens (concentrate vaporizer)
Dab pens differ from vaping accessories because they melt solid and semi-solid extracts 
rather than liquids or oil. The pen features a chamber, a battery and a mouthpiece. 
Because they use heat to melt extracts, they’re often covered in steel to protect the user 
from high internal temperatures.

Minimize your risk when using a dab pen.

	` Buy your accessory from an authorized retailer.
	` Follow manufacturer’s instructions on proper use and disposal of your accessory.
	` Clean your accessory properly after use.
	` Don’t over-charge the batteries of your rechargeable accessory.
	` Learn about battery safety, including proper precautions and disposal of the lithium-

ion battery for your rechargeable accessory.
	` If you share your dab pen, use a different mouthpiece to avoid spreading diseases or 

infections.

Example of a dab pen

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fhealth-canada%2Fservices%2Ftoy-safety%2Fbattery-safety.html%23a3&data=05%7C01%7Chayley.hills%40hc-sc.gc.ca%7C78d504ee18d548bef7d708dab920a5d7%7C42fd9015de4d4223a368baeacab48927%7C0%7C0%7C638025847405499521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jUCbiPG5Syb8AFyRk9q%2Fw3W61100Nu2GpE5Ww1uAszw%3D&reserved=0
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Report a side effect or problem
If you experience side effects when using cannabis, you’re encouraged to report them to 
indicate if there’s an issue with a cannabis product.

To report a problem with a cannabis vaping accessory from an authorized retailer, submit 
a reporting form. Your report can help make these products safer for all Canadians.

Related links
The most effective way to avoid the risks of cannabis use is to abstain from use. If you 
choose to consume cannabis, refer to the resources below to learn how to minimize your 
risk.

	` About cannabis
	` Consumer information – Cannabis
	` Health effects of cannabis
	` Reduce your risk: Choose legal cannabis
	` Authorized cannabis retailers in the provinces and territories
	` Clearing the smoke on cannabis: Edible cannabis products, cannabis extracts and 

cannabis topicals

Cannabis resource series
	` Growing cannabis at home safely
	` Health effects of cannabis on adults over 55
	` How to read and understand a cannabis product label
	` Is cannabis safe to use? Facts for youth aged 13–17 years
	` Is cannabis safe to use? Facts for young adults aged 18–25 years
	` Does cannabis use increase the risk of developing psychosis or schizophrenia?
	` Is cannabis safe during preconception, pregnancy and breastfeeding?
	` Is cannabis addictive?

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/recalls-adverse-reactions-reporting/report-side-effects-cannabis-products.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
https://health.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/advisories-warnings-recalls/report-incident-involving-consumer-product-b.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/about.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/regulations-support-cannabis-act/consumer-information.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/health-effects/effects.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/personal-use/reduce-risk-choose-legal.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2020-05/CCSA-Edible-Cannabis-Extracts-and-Topicals-Report-2020-en.pdf
https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2020-05/CCSA-Edible-Cannabis-Extracts-and-Topicals-Report-2020-en.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/personal-use/growing-cannabis-home-safely.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/health-effects/effects/adults-55-older.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/personal-use/how-read-understand-cannabis-product-label.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/drugs-health-products/is-cannabis-safe-use-facts-youth.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/drugs-health-products/is-cannabis-safe-use-facts-young-adults.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/drugs-health-products/does-cannabis-use-increase-risk-developing-psychosis-schizophrenia.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/drugs-health-products/is-cannabis-safe-during-preconception-pregnancy-breastfeeding.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/drugs-health-products/cannabis-addictive.html
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