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Aqua Star - Pelagic Bird Count Summary

LIBRARY COPY

The Aqua Star was at sea for a total of eleven dayé, during the
beriod of Jan. 23 to Feﬁ. L, 1978, For the most part, we were located
over the Continental Slope (42 52' N, 61 53' W) about 120 nautical
miles south-east of Halifax.

The ship was engaged in intensive benthic mapping, prior to the
installation of & Chevron drilling rig next month., The work did not
involve the use of explosives or other methods that would seemingly
alter bird behaviour.

Black Legged Kittiwakes were the most. common bird on the slope,
of'ten reaching aggregates of 10Q0Q. Juvenile Kittiwakes represented
only 3% of the total present., indicating the possibility of higher
concentrations elsewhere,

Auk counts,were never high, although small Dovekie flocks were
generally present. These seemed most common over the slope, but this

should be checked with the raw data. There were lesser numbers of

Thick-Billed Murres and a few. Puffins, also mainly in the slope region.

Fulmars were: commonly present after about 50 miles from land.
Light to dark phases were well represented as é gradient, with a few
birds being almost black. The ratio of light to.dark birds was
approximately &:1 .

Great. Black Back Gulls were constantly with the ship in numbers

that fluxuated as high as 40. Over 1/3 of these were immature birds.
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Herring Gulls were rarely seen at a distance from land and Islandic

and Glaucous Gulls were only seen close to land,

Occasional sightings included a Ganett, a Skua and a few Wilsons

Petrelse.

Respectfully submitted,
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houa Star Pelagic Bird Count -~ Species list

(1) Black Legged Kittiwake
(2) Great Black Bacé_éuil
(3) Northern Fulmar - light and dark phase
(4) Herring Gull

(5) Islandic Gull

(6) Glaucous Gull

(7) Gannet

(85 Dovekie

(9) Thick Billed Murre
(10) Atlantic Puffin

(11) Wilsons Petrel

(12) Skua

- this list is for birds seen at least 10 miles from Iand.
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Whale GSightings - Acua Star Feb., 1978
Jan. 25, 1978 - 42 5?f N 6% 53* W
- tentative‘I.D. Sasddleback Dolphin ;
- attracted by seismic activity.
Jan., 26, 1978 - 42 54 N 61 49' W
- 3 Saddleback Dolphins
Jan, 26, 1978-- 42 54' N 61 48' ¥ |
- 4 black dolphing - unidentified
| | - apprdx.'iOeréf;.Stuﬂb& headed
-~ travelling north-west
Jane. 30, 1978 -~ 13 black dolphins -~ unldentlfisd
- approx. 12 feet, stubby headed}‘
- seemed entlrely black
- 3 saddleback dolphins
-~ appeared as soon as selsmic gear was turned on
) --headed southywestﬁﬁrufg_ T mg-‘$"t :,_an T
'hFéﬁ; e e e e i

dolphJ.ns - unidentified
| - approx. 6 feet black on t0p
-~ Jjumped clear of water but visability

was. pooTe

-.".



Aqua Star Pelagic Bird Count Jan. 24, 1978

Recording notess .

Observation time- from sabtdllite time (G.M.T.)
Position- from satilite — consfantly ﬁpdated and very accurate,

Angle of View— degree and direction as per ship., ie.- 180 degrees
starboard. ,

Direction~ in degrees from ships navigation.

ship- Aqua Star

company - Fairfield Aquatronlcs
111 Windmill Road oo
Sunbury-on-Thames. -
Middlesex, England
89892

~ work- seismic survey

~area- lat., 4 4 A/ 1on4_€7'a/ _,_épuﬁh;wgst_pf\qulquls1anq L

observer—- Stephen Woodley
P.0. Box 757
Sackville , N.B..
EOA 3CO
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Aqua Star- Log of Voyage

Jan,.

23———

depart Halifax 8:00 PM to test navigation equlpment
no birding done .

Jan. 24--- initially returned to Halifax to drop off personeld

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Jan,

25~~~

26—m

birding slow except for usual winter gulls
a few Kittiwakes present and some small flocks of

Dovekies (1-4)
weather overcast, snow flurries, temp. 6° C, wiads 11ght

woke this morning at seismic site

weather scattered clouds, light winds, temp. 12°¢

ship stationary most of day while working on equipment
large concentrations of Kittiwakes present. (up to 1000)
that moved in and out of ship area all day, often formlng
large flocks on the water

only 3 % of Kittiwakes are juveniles as determined om two
counts of 100 birds

Great Black Back Gulls in significant numbers and often
associated with the Kittiwakes

Fulmars showed a ratio of 6§ : / , light to dark phase.
Dovekies present in: small numbers and im small groups.

at 8:30 began to return to Halifax because of faulty
equipment and impending storm

—this is the second Halifax to job site transect

—

27---

-

weather foggy, rain, temp., 10°C, winds light in the morning
developing into force 9 gale by 6:00 PM with heavy seas.
Dovekies present in small numbers and in small groups.

one only Brunnich Murre sighted

Ffulmars common around ship

put out of Halifax at: 8:00 PM into rain and heavy seas,
no birding done

upon waking we were to Halifax as heavy seas last night
had brokensgtennae,
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Jan. 28 (cont.)- weather overcast , 40 knot winds, and fog, temp. 6°c.
seas very heavy up 7 meters made birding very difficult
- few sightings in limited visability
- arrive Halifax in late afternoon

Ry .

Jan, 29-—- depart Halifax. gt 6:00 AM
- ~ weather cool (1 C), scattered clouds,to overcast with

moderate winds and snow flurries.

- encountered.largeg Dovekie flocks (up to 20) around
lat. 44°25' W 63°17' W.

- Dovekies all headed southerly into the wind and remalned
distant from the ship.

- sighted Wilsons Petrel (1),éa:—»*~a"‘
Alantic Puffin (1)

~ Kittiwakes generally present

- this is the third Halifax to job site transect

Jan, 30---steamed back to Halifax for most of morning: to pick up
satd/lite transmission. Then back to job site and began
seismic work,

~ weather scattered clouds,, light winds, temp. 8 C
-some large Dovekie flocks around lat. 43°20' N, 62°24' W
(up to 50). They seemed to be feeding at upwellings as we
- are now over the continental slope.
- also noted concentrations of up to 50 Great Black Back "
Gulls - mixture of adults and juveniles
- again encountered large Kittiwake flocks (100- 150) at
~ lat. 42°54* N 61°58' W
- Murres: sighted but they are wary and speciatiom is dlfflcult
- _one solitary adult Gannet sighted. . . .
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Jan., 31--- ship cruised job site all day doing seismic runs
- weather overcast to scattered cloud, light south-west
winds, temp. improving to 10°C in mid afternoon. ‘
- seismic activity may have cleared the auks out of the
area as very few were sighted- there was one flock of 15

Dovekies
- KittiwakKes were wvery common and in large numbers (2Q0)

Feb.,l—--- ship cruised job site all day doing seismic runs.
Y - weather overcast to scattered cloud, with snow flurries in
the morning, light to moderate north-west winds brought
cool temp. (—2 to 8°C)
~Fulmars common all day- at one time grouping to 25. The
light to dark phases are very evident as a colour gradent
and it is often difficult to label individuals.
-~ some flocks of Dovekies (up to 20) were sighted and there
were a few scattered Murres. The Murres generally flush
far from the ship and it is difficult to speciate at a
distance. Thick Billed Murre is defindtely present but I
have no positive I.D. for the Common Murre.
- Kittiwakes again a very common bird, always present and
reaching aggregates of 600, They were seen feeding on several
occasions in tight groups, but the food source was not

determined., The Captdadn suggested it may be herring fry..
~ significant numbers ( approx. 30) of Great Black Back Gulls

both adults and immatures were never far from: ship.

Feb, 2--- ship generally stationary today doing bottom sampling.

- weather overcast, 20-25 knot north-west winds brought
temp. of -3 to +3. Snow flurries often impared visability.

- birding painfully slow today with general complément of
Fulmars, Kittiwakes, and Black Backed Gulls - few Dovekies.

- of interest is the evening grouping of Kittiwakes. Birds
gather from all directions and settle on water near ship.
This total is often the daily high count of Kittiwakes,

- Began color coding the Fulmars today according to the
L1, L2, D1, D2 classification,.
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Feb. 3, 1978 --- Ship stationary most of day except for as:ﬂ&yaag9
morning seismic runs.
--Birding Quite.unproductive when stationary, but .
Aunslwere encountered as soon as we moved out of
the 1mmed1ate working 1ocat10n. Dovekie flocks are
generally ghall (1ess ‘than 8 ) but very tight. There
may be a 1ooser sqe;al arrangement between these small

- e - vme e e - - P - o e e meme e e o - ——-

o _“flocks as several_are usua;;y found in one location.

- The night flight of Kittiwakes was agaln repeated

with numbers reaching 500.

~Feb. 4, 1978 --- ship stationary for the morning : began to cruise
 to Halifax at 12:00 noon.
- Weather orercast, snow, freezing spray, temp., -6 C
- Made an Auks only transect up the Continental Slope.
Here were the greatest numbers of Dovekies and Murres,

- Still no positive I.D. for Common Murre,
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