


C A N A D I A N WILDLIFE SERVICE 
WESTERN REGIONAL LiBRARY 

Late May Is a lovely time of the year In the north of 
Baffin Zaland. The sun haa been oontinuously above the horlson 
for some weeks* The spring thaw has not yet begun and there i a 
a feeling of warmth and expeotanoy i n the air* The nights, due 
to the refraotion from the large expanse of snow, are nearly as 
bright as day* They have a peculiar soft colouring • a rather 
subdued yellow glow* Nighttime in May i s the time of long 

Within two days of my arriv a l at Pond Inlet, I set off for 
Oape Ck»aham Moore - some f i f t y miles distant* There was a 

although i t was quite early i n the year* Mainly, I wanted to 
break myself in for the long trip next week to Cape Hay* AsImy 
" t r a i l clothes" were not yet ready, I borrowed duffle sooks, a 
pair of matlk (skin boots) and a h u ^ pair of dxiffle pants from 
Coz^poral Johnson* Mucktar had his team of dogs tackled and was 
standing by even before I had struggled into the unfamiliar clothing* 

After days of waiting and hours of sitt i n g Idly i n a c h i l l y 
DCS, I would have enjoyed almost any form of activity* But the 
trip to Cape Oraham Moore was most exciting* At f i r s t Mucktar was 
rather quiet and shy* We hed not yet got to know eaoh other, and 
both my accent and protiounoiation were widoubtedly 8tran:;e to him* 

The enow was firm andcsmooth and we clipped along at a l i t t l e 
more than four miles an hour. The dogs had not been on the t r a i l 
for several days and were bursting with suppressed energy* When I 
got c h i l l y , whioh was surprising with a l l the clothing I was /inside 

shadows. 

sea-bird colony near Cape Graham Moore which I wanted to v i s i t 

of, I j\imped off the komatik and ran fe 
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offort was too exhausting* Soon, X learned to lean back on the 
komatik a2id enjoy myself - forgetting the oold » becauao after a l l 
I would be here for a long, long time. 

We l e f t Pond Inlet at midnight and the,, t r i p to Button Point, 
where our cas^ would be set up, should take twelve hours* Large 
leads' were already opening in the sea ioe and although i t waa 
night tlie seals ware sunning themselves along the edgos. At f i r s t 
thoy wore mere blaok specks i n the distance* Sometimes i t was 
d i f f i c u l t to distinguish seals from the shadows oast by small 
hummocks of loe* ISy eyes, unlike tSuoktar*a, were not yet conditioned 
to the slight shading in the Arctic between the real thing and an 
il l u s i o n * I was always amased that SSuoktar could frequently see a 
seal i n the distance which Z could not distingialish even with 
binocularB * 

T?© made long detours around many of the leads, as often they 
were too wide to cross* The dogs would see or smell the seals and 
rush forward at a tremendous speed of eight or nine miles an hour* 
In a twinkling the seals would disappear* Onoe in a while a single 
seal aould be entranced to the very last minute byItho oncoming 
commotion* Several times we nearly ran over such a bewildered 
individual. Those were "netaerk" or ringed seals which remain 
here a l l the year roimd and on which the Eskimo depends for his food 
and much of his clothing. 

If the lead were less than nine feet wide we crossed i t . 
BSuoktar drove the dogs at right angles to the lead «ind with a crack 
of his 25*foot whip hurried them aoTOss. Hot a l l the dogs made i t 
safely. Those i n the rear f e l l or were pulled into the water and 



f o r o o d to sorambla ou t on the obher a i d e . The komat ik wasabout 

t e n feet ; In l e n g t h and v/aa b i i l l t o f s t r o n g oak w i t h whalebone 

r u n n e r s . Eaoh p i e c e , excep t the r u n n e r s , was l a s h e d on w i t h s e a l -

a k i n t h o n g s . Tlie Eskimo komat ik can take a t e r r i f i c s t r a i n on any 

p a r t o f i t . There was o f t e n a b r i e f moment w h i l e c r o s s i n g those 

l e a d s when e i t h e r tha f r o n t o r the r o a r o f the komat ik was In the 

water w h i l e the dog,s s t r u g g l e d f o r a t o e h o l d on the I c e . I n e v e r 

c o u l d q u i t e e n j o y those moments, a l t h o u g h I am a s s u r e d they a r e the 

most e x c i t i n g o f i c e t r a v e l . 

E a r l y In the morning we r e a c h e d the h i g h c l i f f s o f B y l o t 

I s l a n d and s k i r t e d the shore f o r the remainder o f tho t r i p . The 

f i r s t b i r d we saw was a r a v e n . How s t range i t i s t h a t t h i s c o n ­

s p i c u o u s b i r d s h o u l d remain a l l y e a r r o u n d In tho A r c t i c ! I t does 

no t even p o s s e s s the p r o t e c t i o n o f f e a t h e r e d shanks as have the 

p t a r m i g a n and snowy o w l s . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t must be e s p e c i a l l y 

equ ipped i n somo manner to w i t h s t a n d extreme c o l d . F o r I n s t a n c e , 

V the temperatvire a t Pond I n l e t had dropped to 50 degrees below f o r 

a w h i l e i n F e b r u a r y . W h i l e we were s t i l l h a l f a m i l e away i h e r a v e n 

had s i g l i t e d us and d e p a r t e d w i t h l o u d h o a r s e c r o a k s . '/vTiat the r a v e n 

l a c k s In p r o t e c t i v e c o l o t i r a t l o n i t makes up f o r by b e i n g © o p e c l a l l y 

wary . I t does n o t depend on any s p e c i a l k i n d o f f o o d . Dead 

a n i m a l s , t r a p p e d f o x e s and the l e a v i n g s o f b e a r s compr ise i t s f o o d 

i n w i n t e r . I t i s the scavenger o f the n o r t h l a n d s and t h e r e a r e 

a lways l e a v i n g s o f one k i n d o r another to p r o v i d e a m e a l . Because 

o f i t s h a r d i n e s s o r perhaps In s p i t o f i t , the r a v e n i s the f i r s t 

b i r d to n e s t In the A r c t i c . Lemmings washed out o f t h e i r homes by 

the s p r i n g thaw, and the o c c a s i o n a l egg o f o t h e r b i r d s , p r o v i d e the 



extra food i t requires to feed I t s o f f s p r i n g . 

E a r l y that morning we saw our f i r s t Snow Oeese. A group of 

four, silhoutted against the o l i f f s , honked as they passed by 

and disappeared abruptly over a g l a c i e r . The presence of snow 

geese was almost a c e r t a i n i n d i c a t i o n that warm weather was 

creeping upwards from the south. The only other birds we saw 

near land were male snow buntings. According to Mucktar, some of 

them had returned with the sun. Food was hard to come by even on 

the exposed ridges. Ihe buntings were absurdly tame as they 

Investigated every t i n y crevice f o r hidden seeds. 

Mucktar whipped the dogs to a prone p o s i t i o n , dug Into the 

"grub box", produced a primus and began to melt snow f o r tea. I t 

was very oold standing s t i l l , so he made a snow wall for protection 

against the wind. Using a "panar" or snow-knife, he quickly out 

snow blocks from the hard-packed cover of sea i c e . The primus was 

soon roaring and the scene was Incredibly quiet and b e a u t i f u l . 

There was not a himian within t h i r t y miles. Our voices echoed back 

from the t a l l c l i f f s of Bylot Island and unconsciously we spoke 

s o f t l y . Hormally, there i s no need to r a i s e one*a voice i n the 

A r c t i c and perhaps t h i s i s why the Eskimo voice i s so s o f t and 

musical. The s o f t niuz»murlng of Eskimo voices In a nearby trupek 

i s one of my happiest r e c o l l e c t i o n s of the A r c t i c . 

We set up our tent on the Ice at Button Point, had another 

cup of tea, and set out f o r the floe-edge, which was two miles away. 

We ooxild reach Cape Graham Moore sooner by hugging the shore, but 

who would i n t e n t i o n a l l y bypass the floe-edge, whioh i s the beginning 

and end of the A r c t i c spring? 



Perhaps not everyone knows'how c l o s e l y the l i f e of the 

Eskimo In the eastern Canadian A r c t i c i s t i e d to the see. From 

i t he obtains ninety f i v e per cent of h i s needs. Without i t he 

could not e x i s t . We draw our maps o u t l i n i n g the contours of the 

land but the Eskimos at Pond I n l e t draw t h e i r s by o u t l i n i n g the 

edge of the sea. ?rhey know very l i t t l e about the land but a great 

deal about the sea. The floe-edge f o r a short time each year 

brings the wealth of the sea to t h e i r f e e t . 

^'here i s a large expanse of permanently open water In B a f f i n 

Bay. In the days of early A r c t i c exploration i t was known as the 

"Worth Waters" and at one time was thought to lead d i r e c t l y to the 

North Pole. Large numbers of walrus, narwhales, beluga (white 

whales) and seals spend the winter i n t h i s open space. Few 

people are f a m i l i a r with the North Waters as treacherous p i l e s of 

ice surround i t and I t s borders change almost d a l l y . As spring 

a r r i y e s , the packed loe gradually breaks up and d r i f t s away. The 

floe-edge comes closed and closer to land. Due to the differences 

i n temperatures between the main body of loe and the open sea, a 
s 

constant c i r c u l a t i o n of waters i s set up. Consequently, small 

marine l i f e , amphlpods and shrinks i n p a r t i c u l a r , thrive at the 

floe-edge. And so walrus, beluga, seals, narwhales and see-birds 

crowd close to t h i s l o c a l i t y where t h e i r food Is most abundant. 

Suoh a s i t u a t i o n i s oonq>arable to the turbulence at the Grand Banks 

where the cold Labrador Current meets the warm A t l a n t i c waters. 

When we f i r s t a r r i v e d at the floe-edge at Button Point there' 

was a great deal of loose i c e on i t s f r i n g e s . Open patches of 

water extended f o r miles. We could hear narwhales grunting as they 



aurfaoed f a r out, saals f l o a t e d by on i c e penfifs and a small herd 

of walrus made a great oonmotlon as they surfaced f o r a few moments* 

But I t was the sea-birds which iBq;>ressed me most* 

Ply i n g or r e s t i n g i n the open stretches of water end along 

the floe-edge were thousands of fulmars, glaucous g u l l s , kittlwakes, 

black guillemots and miirres* They were crowding close to land not 

only because food was here at the floe-edge but soon they must come 

to land to nest and were slowly getting "conditioned" to a new way 

of l i f e * 

Several thousand king eiders were r e s t i n g on tine i c e or i n the 

calm open waters. The king eiders are the most A r c t i c of the eiders 

and the male n u p t i a l plvunage of orange, black, grey and white makes 

i t one of the most c o l o u r f u l of a l l ducks* The females, which 

alone incubate the eggs and care for the young, are brownish and drab, 

Before reaching the floe-edge I had been puzzled by a rather i^t V 

strange sound l i k e a swan which rose and f e l l In i n t e n s i t y * I t was 

the soft dove-like mating c a l l s of the male king eiders. The males 

stood up i n the water, slowly lowered their breasts and elevated 

t h e i r rears to show o f f two large white rump patches. Sometimes 

they lowered t h e i r b i l l s on puffed out breasts and made curious 

gulping motions. When a female approached a male he would often 

r a i s e h i s head v e r t i c a l l y and slowly rotate u n t i l a l l sides of h i s 

{Plorious plumage had been presented to her view. Ihe scene, although 

a f l o r i o u s one, had i t s tragic side, the floe-edge was l i t t e r e d 

with dead or dying king elders on which foxes and ravens were now 

f e a s t i n g . Apparently some of them had been crushed by f a s t moving 

l o s i Others doubtless had been caught by r a p i d l y f r e e z i n g water 



Hkx9 world of the king eider, and of a l l Arotlo b i r d s , i s one of 

continuous hazards* 

Ihe sea-bird colony at Cape Graham Moore was s t i l l i n the 

prospecting staget the bir d s were seeking out suitable places to 

neat, and gradually becoming accustomed once again to the land* 

Flocks of murres from the floe-edge - some ten miles away - flew 

alongside the c l i f f s and alighted f o r a minute or so* The stay 

on the c l i f f s would gradually lengthen each day u n t i l f i n a l l y the 

birds would s e t t l e down for the summer to r a i s e t h e i r young* Wo 

l e f t Cape i?r|iham Moore before the bir d s had se t t l e d i n * I t was 

now June 3 and I could not delay much longer setting out for 

Cape Hay* 



June 5 waa the warmest day o f the y e a r so f a r a t Pond I n l e t . 

Even w i t h dark g l a s s e s I s q u i n t e d a g a i n s t the g l a r e - a g l a r e which 

bounced o f f the w h i t e b u i l d i n g s o f the Detachment w i t h I n c r e d i b l e 

b r i l l i a n c e . A more p l e a s a n t day c o u l d s c a r c e l y be Imagined f o r 

the s t a r t o f our J o u r n e y to Cape Hay. 

I was s t i l l a b i t g roggy a f t e r the r e c e n t hundred m i l e "broak 

In" t r i p to Cape Graham M o o r e . C o r p o r a l Johnson had d e c i d e d to 

accompany us aa f a r as the W o l l a s t o n I s l a n d s and perhaps to Cape 

Hay I t s e l f . He was a n x i o u s to ge t s t a r t e d as t h i s warm weather 

might p r e c i p i t a t e a sprlnp; thaw. He got me o u t o f bed a f t e r o n l y 

f o u r o r f i v e h o u r s s l e e p by s o l e m n l y p r o m i s i n g I c o u l d s l e e p a l l 

day on the morrow. 

Our Impending d e p a r t u r e caused a l m o s t as much e x c i t e m e n t as 

o u r a r r i v a l . A l l the packages so c a r e f u l l y s t o r e d away a few days 

ago were now b r o u g h t o u t and s c a t t e r e d e v e r the snow w h i l e I t was 

d e c i d e d wh ich komat lks s h o u l d t ake them. Drums o f g a s o l i n e were 

dug from the snow and l a s h e d f i r m l y onto O o t o o v a ' a k o m a t i k . Mucktar 

was l o a d i n g a 2 2 - f o o t canoe and an o u t b o a r d m o t o r . W i l l i n g hands 

h e l p e d w i t h a l l those t h i n g s . My s o l e c o n t r i b u t i o n waa to d e c i d e 

what t h i n g s I might need e a r l y on the t r a i l and t h e n s tand back as 

more e x p e r i e n c e d hands l a s h e d and t i e d , repacked o r even d i s c a r d e d . 

Our e x p e d i t i o n was an I m p r e s s i v e o n e . We had th ree teams and 

f o r t y - f i v e d o g s . Ootoova was t a k i n g the g a s o l i n e and th ree months 

s u p p l y o f food j M u c k t a r , h i s f a m i l y , canoe and o u t b o a r d on a n o t h e r 

team; J o h n s o n , h i s h e l p e r Toonga , my equipment and T on the t h i r d . 

Our team was kep t p u r p o s e l y l i g h t as one o f our d u t i e s was to keep 

ahead o f the o t h e r s and hunt s e a l s f o r dog f o o d a l o n g the way. 



I t waa l a t e e v e n i n g b e f o r e we f i n a l l y got away. S i n c e we had 

24 h o u r s o f d a y l i g h t e v e r y day , we d e c i d e d to do most o f our 

t r a v e l l i n g by " n i g h t " , when snow and Ice would be d r i e r . There 

were l a s t minute messages t o my w i f e and the department to be s e n t , 

ou t by the H u d s o n ' s Bay f a c t o r on h i s nex t r a d i o sked v » l t h C l y d e 

I n l e t . F i n a l l y we had shaken hands a l l aro\ ind and t h e r e was no 

r e a s o n f o r f u r t h e r d e l a y . W i t h a c r a c k i n g o f whips and the combined 

c o n c e r t o f howls from 45 dogs we s e t o f f a c r o s s F c l l p a e Sound. 

The t r i p a c r o s s E c l i p s e Sound to the shore o f B y l o t I s l a n d was 

f a i r l y s n u o t h . There were no l e a d s to c r o s s o r d e t o u r and few s e a l s . 

How t h a t the sun was lower on the h o r i z o n I t was c o l d e r . There 

were no h i l l s to break the wind which swept up the Sound from 

B a f f i n Bay , and the snow e d d i e d around the komat lks as we broke 

t r a i l . Somewhat exhaus ted by the even ts o f the p a s t week, I 

wrapped a few c a r i b o u s k i n s around me, l a y back on the komat ik and 

f e l l a s l e e p . E i g h t h o u r s l a t e r we had a r r i v e d a t the A k t i n e q . 

F l o c k s o f snow geese were f l y i n g around and I saw my f i r s t shore 

b i r d - a p u r p l e s a n d p i p e r which had n e v e r been r e c o r d e d p r e v i o u s l y 

f o r B y l o t I s l a n d . T r u l y an a u s p i c i o u s s t a r t , 

The l o w - l y i n g p l a i n s o f the A k t i n e q merged w i t h E c l i p s e Sound. 

O n l y the o c c a s l o n e l ba re r i d g e s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h i s was l a n d and 

n o t s e a . The v a l l e y o f the A k t i n e q R i v e r - wh ich l a t e r would be a 

r a g i n g t o r r e n t d u r i n g the s p r i n g r \ i n - o f f - was now a mere d e p r e s s i o n 

s i m i l a r to those o f the snow r i d g e s we had c r o s s e d i n E c l i p s e Sound. 

Back o f the p l a i n s r o s e the Jsj^ged b l a c k peaks o f the c e n t r a l 

m o u n t a i n s . P low ing from t h e i r h e i g h t s was the S e r m l l i k O l a c i e r w i t h 

i t s dark l a t e r a l mora ines o f r o c k and s c r e e . Both c o n t r a s t e d 



f o r m i d a b l y w i t h the s o f t monotony o f the p l a i n s . 

L o u i s Lemieux had ohosen the p l a i n s In the s o u t h - w e s t e r n 

s e c t i o n o f B y l o t I s l a n d as a base f o r h i s summer's s tudy o f snow 

g e e s e . L o u i s had l e f t Pond I n l e t b e f o r e us and when we a r r i v e d 

he was a l r e a d y In the p r o c e s s o f s e t t i n g up h i s camp. L o u i s , 

a l s o , hfed a young Eskimo (Kamlnerk) and h i s f a m i l y f o r the summer. 

The two t e n t s were p l a c e d s i d e by s i d e on tho o n l y ba re p l o t o f 

ground c l o s e to the s h o r e . Our a r r i v a l w i t h t h r e e a d d i t i o n a l 

teams c r e a t e d a g r e a t d e a l o f c o n f u s i o n . Wi th the p r o s p e c t o f a 

l o n g summer ahead when he a l s o would be l a r g e l y a l o n e , L o u i s 

s topped h i s work. I n v i t e d us to rema in the day and p r o m p t l y began 

to p r e p a r e a m e a l . 

Our Esk imos were d e l i g h t e d to renew a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h Kamlnerk 

a l t h o u g h they must have p a r t e d mere h o u r s a g o . In a s h o r t t ime the 

dogs were f e d and t i e d down, t e n t s were s e t up and s o f t murmuring 

and l a u g h t e r came f rom K a m l n e r k ' s t e n t where he was now e n t e r t a i n i n g 

g u e s t s a l s o . 

I t was a n o t h e r warm d a y , and more and more geese a r r i v e d . With 

so l i t t l e bare [ground a v a i l a b l e we wondered where they c o u l d p o s s i b l y 

g e t f o o d . The p l a i n s I n l a n d were a p p a r e n t l y even more h e a v i l y 

b l a n k e t e d w i t h snow. The geese m i l l e d around the b a r e p a t c h e s o f 

ground back o f the camp and n e a r the c o a s t . L o u i s was g e t t i n g 

more and more Impressed w i t h the w ise c h o i c e he had made r e g a r d i n g 

the l o c a t i o n o f h i s summer's b a s e . 

We s l e p t most o f the d a y , bu t towards e v e n i n g aasasaaajEsdl^Hil^^ a 

dog f i g h t a few f e e t f rom our s l e e p i n g bags woke us c o m p l e t e l y . 

G r a d u a l l y we worked o u r s e l v e s up to tho p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e . T e n t s 



were taken down, komat lks re loe ided , dogs t a c k l e d , and soon we were 

a g a i n r e a d y f o r a n o t h e r n i g h t ' s t r a v e l . L o u i s took mov ies as we 

l e f t i n a commotion o f s h o u t s and t a n g l e d d o g s . We c a l l e d back 

b a n t e r i n g remarks about the s o f t n e s s o f h i s summer's work In the 

"banana b e l t " . There was no doubt t h a t Cape Hay , a mere hundred 

m i l e s d i s t a n t , would be "more" A r c t i c . 

A l l t h a t n i g h t we f o l l o w e d the c o a s t a l o n g the l o w - l y i n g 

p l a i n s . 0\ir d a l l y s c h e d u l e was now p r o p e r l y o r g a n i z e d , and we took 

p e r i o d i c s i d e t r i p s to hunt s e a l s . When a s e a l was s i g h t e d e i t h e r 

Johnson o r Toonga d r e s s e d i n a c o m p l e t e l y whi te p a r k a and h o l d i n g 

ahead o f h im a s m a l l canvas s c r e e n which o b s c u r e d the f a c e and 

r i f l e , c r e p t s l o w l y up to i t . The s e a l s l e e p s I n t e r r a l t t e n l y . E v e r y 

few minutes I t r a i s e s I t s head and l o o k s arovmd. D u r i n g those 

moments o f a l e r t n e s s which the h u n t e r must l e a r n to f o r e c a s t , he must 

remain m o t i o n l e s s even I f h i s f o o t Is r a i s e d o f f the I c e . The time 

o f the day, o f the y e a r , the d i r e c t i o n o f the wind a l l have a b e a r i n g 

on such a s t a l k i n g t e c h n i q u e . The s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r d e v e l o p s h i s 

p e c u l i a r s k i l l o n l y b y l o n g h o u r s o f p r a c t i c e , l^e r e q u i r e d about 

f o u r s e a l s each day to f e e d the dogs and o u r s e l v e s . Each s t a l k 

might r e q u i r e and h o u r ' s d e l a y - l o n g e r I f the s e a l s were e s p e c i a l l y 

wary on t h a t d a y . So o u r Job was a r e s p o n s i b l e one and taken 

s e r i o u s l y . N e e d l e s s to say I was p r e t t y much e x c e s s baggage d u r i n g 

most o f the h u n t i n g . I c o u l d n o t even l e a r n to c o n t r o l the d o g s . 

The dogs a re c o m p e l l e d to l i e down w h i l e the s t a l k i n g f o r s e a l s 

i s c a r r i e d o u t . A w e l l t r a i n e d team l i e s q u i e t l y and p r o m p t l y . 

I n d i v i d u a l l y , I e x p e c t tho teams would have behaved p r o p e r l y . But 

when one o r b o t h o f the o t h e r teams were n e a r u s , the re appeared to 

be a g r e a t c o m p e t i t i o n as to which would r e a c h the c a r a a s s f i r s t . 



As soon as the h u n t e r s e t s h i m s e l f In the prone p o s i t i o n u s u a l l y 

n e c e s s a r y f o r s h o o t i n g , the dogs a r e i n s t a n t l y a l e r t and te ns e d to 

b o l t . With the f i r s t p u f f o f smoke and b e f o r e the r e p o r t o f the 

r i f l e r e a c h e s them they a r e away In a mad r u s h . Sometimes I would 

be o f f the komat ik when the dogs s t a r t e d o4T and would be l e f t 

b e h i n d . On o t h e r o c c a s i o n s the q u i c k j o l t threw me o f f . E v e n t u a l l y , 

I l e a r n e d to watch the dogs* e a r s and n o t the h u n t e r a t the c r i t i c a l 

moment, and would have s u f f l o l e n t warn ing to a t t a c h m y s e l f f i r m l y . 

The Eskimo does n o t s top f o r tea on the l e a s t excuse as some 

w r i t e r s I n s i s t . E v e r y th ree h o u r s o r s o , the team must h a l t and 

the t r a c e s be s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t . I n the e a s t e r n C a n a d i a n A r c t i c 

the dogs a re t a c k l e d fanwlse w i t h I n d i v i d u a l l o n g s e a l - s k i n t h o n g s . 

On l e v e l i c e and w i th a f r e s h team t h i s method Is v e r y e f f e c t i v e . 

But I n d i v i d u a l dogs l a g b e h i n d , one o f the team i s i n v a r i a b l y the 

" f a l l guy" f o r tha t p a r t i c u l a r day and muBt be n i p p e d by e v e r y dog 

a t every o p p o r t u n i t y ; and rough l o e o c c a s i o n a l l y f o r c e s the dogs 

to pack t o g e t h e r . So the t r a c e s a r e c o n s t a n t l y b e i n g c r o s s e d and 

g e t t i n g t a n g l e d . The Eskimo u s e s h i s l o n g whip more to keep the 

dogs t a u t on t h e i r l e a s h e s than to b u r r y them a l o n g . A good team 

h a u l s smooth ly a t an even r a t e o f speed dependant on snow o o n d l t i o n s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s the t r a c e s g e t more and more t a n g l e d , the e f f i c i e n c y 

o f the team Is s lowed down and they must be h a l t e d and the t r a c e s 

s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t a g a i n . T h i s h a l t i s a good o o o a s l o n to make t e a . 

The f u l l meal comes o n l y a t the end o f the d a y * s t r a v e l , when camp 

i s s e t up f o r the n i g h t and the dogs a r e f e d . 

On the t h i r d n i g h t we r e a c h e d Canada P o i n t a t the e n t r a n c e to 

Navy Board I n l e t . Here i n 1906, C a p t . B e r n i e r In h i s f i r s t 

Canad ian Government E x p e d i t i o n took p e s s e s s i o n o f B y l o t I s l a n d . We 



found h i8 s tone marker and took p h o t o g r a p h s . 

We now began to see more and more b i r d s . S m a l l groups o f 

g l a u c o u s g u l l s a n d ^ r a r e r T h a y e r ' s g u l l s (an A r o t l o r a c e o f h e r r i n g 

g u l l ) f l e w h i g h towards open water ahead which we c o u l d n o t s e e . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y we s t a r t i e d r a v e n s which were f e e d i n g on the l e a v i n g s 

o f a p o l a r b o a r ' s k i l l . Geese were most p l e n t i f u l . As they p a s s e d 

o v e r our heads they honked - p e r h a p s In g r e e t i n g , bu t more l i k e l y 

w i t h annoyance . 

The g r e a t e r snow geese ( the most A r o t l o o f the snow geese) 

w i n t e r a l o n g the A t l a n t i c Seaboard f rom Mairyland and Delaware to 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a . I n l a t e March on t h e i r way to the H i g h A r c t i c they 

s top o v e r a t Cap Tourmente on the S t . Lawrence R i v e r . T h i s h a s l o n g 

been a t r a d i t i o n a l s t o p p l n g - o f f p l a c e a s C a r t l e r found them t h e r e i n 

1534. No one knows t h e i r e x a c t r o u t e to the A r o t l o f rom t h a t p o i n t . 

P e r h a p s we were the f i r s t humans they had seen a l o n g the way. 

L o n g - t a i l e d Jaegers were r e s t i n g on the Ice In l o o s e f l o c k s . 

They w i n t e r a t sea and a l t h o u g h t h e i r p r e s e n t w i n t e r i n g range h a s 

n o t been d e t e r m i n e d , they have been o b s e r v e d o f f the South C a r o l i n a 

and F l o r i d a c o a s t s and o f f bo th c o a s t s o f South A m e r i c a . L i k e the 

g e e s e , tho J a e g e r s had a r r i v e d on t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l b r e e d i n g 

grounds b e f o r e the l a n d was q u i t e r e a d y to r e c e i v e them. 

From Canada P o i n t onwards the s c e n e r y changed c o m p l e t e l y . The 

l o w - l y i n g p l a i n s were l e f t b e h i n d . H i g h c l i f f s o f f r o s t - s h a t t e r e d 

l i m e s t o n e now b o r d e r e d the c o a s t , b roken a t i n t e r v a l s by wide v a l l e y s 

down w h i c h g l a c i e r s meandered f rom the I c e f i e l d s a b o v e , - to p e t e r 

o u t c o m p l e t e l y as they r e a c h e d the v a l l e y f l o o r . A t one t ime these 

g l a c i e r s f l o w e d d i r e c t l y to the s e a . I n a few l o c a l i t i e s on B y l o t 



they s t i l l do s o . But B y l o t I s l e n d Is s l o w l y coming ou t o f the 

" i c e a g e " . L a t e r , a t Cape Hay we found p e r f e c t l y p r e s e r v e d beaches 

f i v e h imdred f e e t above s e a - l e v e l . 

A l t h o u g h OotoovaVs l o a d o f r e d g a s o l i n e drums seemed Incongruous 

on the immense expanse o f w h i t e , M u c k t a r * s team w i t h h i s l a r g e canoe 

was most i m p r e s s i v e . , Mucktar had r i g g e d h i s t e n t o v e r the canoe 

so t h a t h i s w i f e Koopah and the o h l l d r e n c o u l d r i d e a l o n g i n g r e a t 

comfor t -> c a r a v a n s t y l e . I n s i d e the t e n t , a l t h o u g h the q u a r t e r s 

were cramped, she had s e t up h o u s e - k e e p i n g . The p r imus s tove was 

w i t h i n r e a c h . Heaps o f c a r i b o u s k i n s p r o v i d e d couches f o r the 

o h l l d r e n . Koopah was never I d l e even w h i l e on the t r a i l . A baby 

s n u g l y c o n f i n e d i n the hood o f h e r p a r k a r e q u i r e d a t t e n t i o n a t 

t imes b u t a l m o s t i n c e s s a n t l y Koopah chewed on s e a l s k i n s to make the 

s o f t kamiks wh ich a r e t h e i r s o l e f o o t w e a r . The s p r i n g thaw, and 

l a t e r the sharp r o c k s o f the bare g r o \ m d , a r e v e r y d e s t r u c t i v e to 

these s e a l s k i n b o o t s . She would n e v e r q u i t e keep up w i t h h e r 

f a m i l y ' s r e q u i r e m e n t s . And h e r h u s b a n d , the p r o v i d e r , must a t a l l 

t imes be p r o p e r l y s h o d , and d r e s s e d . O f t e n I h e a r d h e r sewing 

machine f rom the depths o f the oomlak- tupek a s o u r komat ik p a s s e d 

a l o n g . 



Journey to Cape Hay (2) 

The l a s t v a l l e y - and g l a c i e r - on the Navy Board I n l e t s i d e 

o f B y l o t I s l a n d Is a t Tay B a y . N o r t h and west of Tay Bay the 

mounta ins l e v e l off to a f r o s t - s h a t t e r e d p l a t e a u which g r a d u a l l y 

s l o p e s towards L a n c a s t e r Sound. The g l a c i e r s a t t h i s p o i n t f l o w 

nor thwards and d i r e c t l y In to L a n c a s t e r Soxmd. The p l a t e a u , n o t of 

s u f f i c i e n t l y h i g h a l t i t u d e to p roduce a g l a c i e r . Is c o v e r e d by an 

Immense snow f i e l d , which a lmost but no t q u i t e d i s a p p e a r s each 

summer. The a r e a Is exposed to the winds b l o w i n g off E l l e s m e r e 

Is land's Ice cap to the n o r t h and the a l m o s t permanent Ice pack of 

Barrow S t r a i t to the w e s t . I t Is no wonder that the c l i m a t e here 

Is v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t f rom t h a t of the "banana b e l t " of the southwest 

p l a i n s . 

Prom Tay Bay westward the c o a s t Is c o m p a r a t i v e l y l o w - l y i n g 

b u t fu r rowed w i t h r a v i n e s I n s t e a d of v a l l e y s . These r a v i n e s are 

gouged ou t b y the r a p i d s p r i n g r u n-off f rom the snow f i e l d s a b o v e . 

Our d e s t i n a t i o n was an outermost r a v i n e which showed up In a e r i a l 

pho tographs as a good l o c a t i o n f rom which to p l a n f u r t h e r t r a v e l . 

Prom t h i s p o i n t we e x p e c t e d to r e a c h Cape Hay a l o n g the c o a s t If 

It were f e a s i b l e , or s t r i k e I n l a n d In the hope of b e i n g a b l e to 

r e a c h It f rom the upper p l a t e a u . 

Just o u t s i d e Tay Bay we e n c o u n t e r e d o u r f i r s t rough I c e . 

P r e s s u r e Ice b l o c k e d our way as f a r as we c o u l d see bu t h e r e and 

there among the jumbled mass were smooth s t r e t c h e s which l e d west ­

wards . P r e s s u r e Ice - f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l purposes - Is Ice l i f t e d , 

upended and st rewn h e l t e r s k e l t e r by the t e r r i f i c f o r c e s of t i d e s 

and f r o s t d u r i n g the A r o t l o w i n t e r . But h e r e , f o r e x t r a good 

measure . Immense I c e b e r g s and p l o u g h e d In to the Jumble and e v e n t u a l l y 

became f i r m l y cemented . 



I was c o n s t a n t l y amazed a t the f l e x i b i l i t y o f the komat lk s 

and the s t r a i n s they c o u l d take w i t h o u t f a l l i n g a p a r t . Two o f 

o u r komat lks c a r r i e d about one thousand pounds each and the t h i r d 

c l o s e to tha t amount. A t t imes we c u t a t r a i l w i t h a x e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

b r o u g h t a l o n g f o r such work . M u c k t a r ' s komat ik w i t h the l o n g 

canoe was d i f f i c u l t to h a n d l e , but O o t o o v a ' s , l o a d e d w i t h drums 

o f g a s o l i n e , was even more s o . . O c c a s i o n a l l y the komat lks s l i d 

s ideways down a s l o p i n g pan o f I ce and o v e r t u r n e d . The combined 

a c t i o n o f a l l o f u s , even the c h i l d r e n , was n e c e s s a r y to u p r i g h t 

them. As a l a s t r e s o r t we u n l o a d e d them c o m p l e t e l y . 

P r o g r e s s was n e c e s s a r i l y slow bu t h e r e and t h e r e were l o v e l y 

smooth s t r e t c h e s . The d o g s , a n x i o u s as we were to g e t ou t o f the 

p r e s s u r e i c e , p u t on b u r s t s o f speed a t such o p p o r t \ m l t l e s . A l l 

i n a l l we made remarkab ly good t i m e . E v e n t u a l l y we r e a c h e d the 

v i c i n i t y o f the W o l l a s t o n I s l a n d s l e s s than ten m i l e s f rom our, 

d e s t i n e d camp s i t e . Good weather had been w i t h us f o r more than 

a week, b u t now otir l u c k c h a n g e d . S w i r l i n g b l a c k snow c l o u d s came 

down f rom the n o r t h and h i d the s u n . I t got dark and c o l d . We 

headed f o r the n e a r e s t l a n d to s e t up camp and w a i t u n t i l the storm 

blew o v e r . 

J u s t b e f o r e making l a n d and b e f o r e the s w i r l i n g c l o u d s ahead 

o f us c l o s e d i n c o m p l e t e l y , we caught a g l impse o f the f l o e - e d g e 

and r e a l i z e d t h a t L a n c a s t e r Sound was o p e n . Our r o u t e to Cape Hay 

a l o n g the c o a s t was c u t o f f tanless we wished to w a i t u n t i l the 

Sound c o u l d be n a v i g a t e d s a f e l y by c a n o e . Cape Hay was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

t h i r t y m i l e s away and s p r i n g seemed weeks away, so t h e r e was no 

f e e l i n g o r u r g e n c y . We s e t up camp a t the f o o t o f the snow f i e l d . 

Johnson s e t the r a d i o up and we had our f i r s t c o n t a c t w i t h the 

o u t s i d e . By appo in tment , " C o r k y " a t the M e t e o r o l o g i c a l S t a t i o n 



a t A r c t i c Bay was l i s t e n i n g f o r our s i g n a l . We came i n " l o u d and 

c l e a r " . L a t e r , " C o r k y " was to be my main c o n t a c t w i t h the o u t s i d e . 

What I r e c a l l mOst v i v i d l y about those s e v e r a l days o f f o r c e d 

i n a c t i v i t y , w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r the s torm to blow I t s e l f o u t , was 

my f i r s t " w h l t e - o u t " . T h i s A r c t i c phenomenon has o f t e n been 

d e s c r i b e d by e x p l o r e r s to which i t Is to eaoh a c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t 

e x p e r i e n c e . My f e e l i n g was one o f u t t e r f u t i l i t y l i k e t r y i n g to 

f i g h t an linmense powder p u f f . There i s no sense o f d i r e c t i o n 

d u r i n g a " w h l t e - o u t " , as the compass i s n o t e f f e c t i v e i n t h a t p a r t 

o f the A r c t i c . A t e r r i f i c g l a r e , f rom a sun which cannot be 

l o c a t e d , f i l t e r s down through the t i n y p a r t i c l e s o f snow. E v e r y t h i n g 

t a k e s on an exaggera ted sense o f u n r e a l i t y . S m a l l o b j e c t s loom 

l a r g e and d e c e p t i v e l y n e a r . You l e a n a g a i n s t a b o u l d e r o n l y to f i n d 

t h a t I t Is s e v e r a l f e e t away. My most h o r r i f y i n g and p o s s i b l y most 

comic e x p e r i e n c e was a t t h a t t i m e . 

"Rather u n w i s e l y I d e c i d e d to v i s i t a r a v i n e s c a r c e l y a h a l f 

m i l e f r o m camp. I s l i d down an i n c l i n e to the f l o o r o f the r a v i n e 

to ge t r e l i e f f rom the s t i n g i n g p a r t i c l e s o f snow wh ich h a l f b l i n d e d 

me and s t r a n g l e d me a t t h e same t i m e . Here on the f l o o r o f the 

r a v i n e I c o u l d b r e a t h e p r o p e r l y a g a i n and commenced to c l e a r the 

snow f rom my eyes and f a c e . Whi le d o i n g so I became aware t h a t 

l e a d i n g away from me was a f l o v m d e r l n g t r a i l which I had most 

c e r t a i n l y no t made. We had seen f r e s h bear t r a c k s by o u r camp, 

and h e r e were o t h e r e , n o t minutes o l d . 

In a m a t t e r o f moments I was back a g a i n a t the top o f the 

r a v i n e and c l i n g i n g to the o v e r h a n g i n g l i p i f i c e . Then ahead 

o f me, on the f r i n g e o f the p l a t e a u , an immense whi te o b j e c t moved. 



"Anothor b e a r l " I t h o u g h t . Then I c o u l d see r e d on the s i d e o f 

I t s f a c e , and the more f r i g h t e n i n g though f l a s h e d th rough my mind -

"a wounded b e a r I" F o r s e v e r a l moments a f t e r the "bear" took o f f 

w i t h a c a c k l e and w h i r r i n g o f wings ( I t was a cock p tarmigan) I 

s t i l l remained " f r o z e n " In a p r e c a r i o u s p o s i t i o n . To make the 

s i t u a t i o n u t t e r l y r i d i c u l o u s I then r^ei t i l ied my h o l d on the o v e r ­

h a n g i n g Ice r i d g e and p r o m p t l y r o l l e d back In to the r a v i n e where 

t h e r e was a r e a l b e a r . I came ou t o f the r a v i n e a g a i n w i t h much 

l e s s f i n e s s e , and r e t u r n e d to camp. 

On the t h i r d day the s torm c l e a r e d c o m p l e t e l y . Johnson 

d e c i d e d he would s t a y w i t h us a few more days and h e l p us f i n d a 

t r a i l o v e r l a n d to Gape Hay . We l e f t Koopah and the c h i l d r e n b e h i n d 

and took o f f w i t h a lmost empty komat lks as we d i d n o t know what 

d i f f i c u l t i e s might be encounte red on t h e p l a t e a u . I n s t e a d o f l o n g 

s t r e t c h e s o f windswept r i d g e s , the upper p l a t e a u was c o v e r e d w i t h 

h a r d packed snow three o r more f e e t In d e p t h . We t r a v e l l e d down 

r a v i n e s o c c a s i o n a l l y o n l y to be s topped by s teep o v e r h a n g i n g snow 

b a n k s , bu t by t r a f l and e r r o r we e v e n t u a l l y r e a c h e d L a n c a s t e r 

Sound. A m a z i n g l y , we r e a c h e d I t a t the e x a c t p o i n t where an Immense 

s e a - b i r d c o l o n y began . 

I cannot q u i t e d e s c r i b e my f e e l i n g s on a r r i v i n g a t Cape Hay a t 

l a s t and w i t h such l i t t l e e f f o r t . I had no t a c t u a l l y known I f we 

c o u l d r e a c h I t by komat ik o r I f I c o u l d camp near the b i r d c l i f f s -

o r f o r t h a t mat te r I f the s e a - b i r d c o l o n y p o s i t i v e l y e x i s t e d . An 

I d e a l l o c a t i o n f o r the summer's c a n ^ was by an e s k e r l e s s t h a n one 

h a l f m i l e f rom the c l i f f s . The set - t ip was p e r f e c t , and the e s k e r 

most c o n v e n i e n t l y l o c a t e d . 



Johnson and I s t r o l l e d a l o n g the sea Ice a t the base o f the 

murre c l i f f s and examined them. We were \ indoubted ly the f i r s t 

wh i te men who had e v e r been so c l o s e . I n the y e l l o w i s h l i g h t o f 

m i d n i g h t , the m i l l i n g k i t t l w a k e s and murres took on a s p e c i a l 

charm t h a t o n l y a b i r d s tudent c a n a p p r e c i a t e . Johnson was s u i t a b l y 

Impressed and I n s i s t e d t h a t someone o f my e x p e r i e n c e c o u l d make a 

r e a s o n a b l e e s t i m a t e r i g h t there and t h e n . I p r o m p t l y r e p l i e d t h a t 

t h e r e were a t l e a s t two m i l l i o n b i r d s on the c l i f f s . A f t e r three 

m o n t h i o f l e s s exuberant c a l c u l a t i o n s I was f o r c e d to c u t t h i s e s t i m a t e 

In h a l f , b u t my f i r s t I m p r e s s i o n s o f Cape Hay rema in the most v i v i d . 

I had now r e a c h e d my o b j e c t i v e , and I t was agreed t h a t I need 

n o t r e t u r n to Navy Board I n l e t . I n s t e a d , Mucktar and Toonga would 

r e t u r n w i t h t h e i r teams and b r i n g back M u c k t a r * s f a m i l y , our main 

t e n t s and some b a s i c s u p p l i e s . L a t e r , Mucktar would ge t the r e m a i n i n g 

equ ipment . Johnson and I would r e m a i n a t the Cape In a s i n g l e s m a l l 

t e n t b r o u g h t a l o n g f o r an emergency. 

There were nximerous bear t r a c k s a l l a b o u t . Some o f them were 

q u i t e f r e s h and we f o u n d the s c a t t e r e d c a r c a s s e s o f newly k i l l e d 

s e a l s . But the o n l y b e a r we saw was a l a r g e one n e a r l y a m i l e a w a y 

s t a n d i n g m o t i o n l e s s b e s i d e a s e a l h o l e . J u s t b e f o r e Mucktar was 

r e a d y to l e a v e f o r Navy Board he d e c i d e d he "needed" a b e a r . The 

hunt was q u i c k l y o r g a n i z e d as the dogs were a l r e a d y t a c k l e d . I t was 

to be a hunt where the dogs are o u t l o o s e a t the a p p r o p r i a t e moment 

and the b e a r h e l d a t b a y . I t p r o m i s e d to be p l e n t y e x c i t i n g . 

Out among the rough l o e we l o s t s i g h t o f the bear and the dogs 

were I n c l i n e d to f o l l o w r e c e n t t r a c k s n o t those o f our p a r t i c u l a r 

q u a r r y . A f t e r a few f a l s e s t a r t s the bear was e v e n t u a l l y l o c a t e d In 
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e x a c t l y tho same p o s i t i o n wo had f i r s t o b s e r v e d I t . Through my 

b i n o c u l a r s I o b t a i n e d the I m p r e s s i o n t h a t I t was f a s t a s l e e p On 

I t s f e e t w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r a r e l u c t a n t s e a l to a p p e a r . 

W i t h i n a hiondred y a r d s o f the b e a r Mucktar began to c u t h i s 

dogs l o o s e . J o h n s o n , some d i s t a n c e b e h i n d , h e l d h i s dogs f a s t to 

p r e v e n t a p i l e up o f b o t h teams. I t was a d i f f i c u l t j o b , and f o r a 

few moments I s u s p e c t e d j u s t n^Mtt might h a p p e n . The b e a r g l a n c e d up 

c a s u a l l y when he h e a r d the dogs and then t u r n e d back to h i s watch 

o r h i s n a p . A few moments l a t e r he r e a l i z e d t h a t t h i s was n o t a 

dream. The dogs were on h im In a s n a r l i n g mass, n i p p i n g h i s f l a n k s , 

b u t k e e p i n g away f rom t h e c e r t a i n d e s t r u c t i o n o f h i s huge paws. The beai 

a t tempted to g e t away bu t the dogs were a l l a ro imd h i m . He backed up 

a g a i n s t a h\immock o f I c e , s t o o d on h i s h i n d l e g s , and g r o w l i n g h o r r i b l y 

l u n g e d w i t h h i s forepaws a t the dogs which c l e v e r l y k e p t J u s t ou t o f 

r e a c h . The d o g s , p o s s i b l y through e x p e r i e n c e , o r w i t h some Inheren t 

a b i l i t y , a v o i d e d the l u n g e s and a t t a c k e d o n l y h i s f l a n k s . D a r t i n g 

In f o r r a p i d n i p s a t h i s l o n g f u r they danced ou t o f range J u s t a t 

the c r u c i a l moment. The bear became more and more f u r i o u s and was 

t a k i n g wider and wider Ixinges. Q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y one o r more dogs 

a re k i l l e d d i j r lng such a h u n t . So a t the v e r y f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y 

Mucktar took c a r e f u l a im and sent a b u l l e t r i p p i n g th rough the b e a r ' s 

h e a d . I t took th ree o r f o u r w e l l - p l a c e d s h o t s to b r i n g the a n i m a l 

down. To the v e r y l a s t he growled f i e r c e l y and l u n g e d ou t a t the 

shadows he c o u l d n o t q u i t e cope w i t h . 

I t took s e v e r a l h o u r s to p r e p a r e the b e a r and c u t the meat In 

s u i t a b l e s i z e s f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g back to camp. Mucktar and Toonga 

f i n a l l y s e t o f f f o r Navy Board a t 4 A . M . A f t e r a meal o f b e a r . 



whlch t a a t e d r a t h e r soapy , Johnson and I got In to our s l e e p i n g 

b a g s . I t was the f i r s t s l e e p I had had In 36 h o u r s . We f i n a l l y 

awoke 24 h o u r s l a t e r when the boys a r r i v e d back w i t h the t e n t s and 

M u c k t a r ' s f a m i l y . The f i n a l r o u t e a c r o s s the p l a t e a u had t a k e n 

e i g h t h o u r s as a g a i n s t o u r s i x t e e n . 



s i r John L a n o a s t e r H i s Sounde 

Oiir camp s i t e a t Cape Hay d u r i n g the summer o f 1957 over>-

l o o k e d L a n o a s t e r Sound - the famous r o u t e to the Nor thwest P a s s a g e * 

When we f i r s t a r r i v e d a t Cape Hay In J u n e , the f l o e - e d g e was s t i l l 

s e v e r a l m i l e s o f f and the sound was c l o g g e d w i t h l o o s e Ice d r i f t i n g 

back and f o r t h . E v e n t u a l l y the main body o f I ce d i s p e r s e d , b u t 

p e r i o d i c a l l y wide r i b b o n s o f p a c k - i c e moved down the c e n t e r o f the 

Sovind and jammed the I n l e t s when the wind was o n - s h o r e . There were 

d a y s , o f c o u r s e , when L a n c a s t e r Sound was p l a c i d , and m i r r o r e d the 

s o u t h c o a s t o f Devon I s l a n d , w h i c h appeared d e c e p t i v e l y n e a r . Those 

days were r a r e and u s u a l l y f o r e c a s t a s t o r m . Soon a g a i n , the Sound / 

became t u r b u l e n t a s h i g h winds f u n n e l l e d In f r o m B a f f i n Bay to the 

e a s t o r B a r r o w ' s S t r a i t to the w e s t . Prom e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n the 

f u l l f o r c e o f t h e g a l e was borne by the h i g h c l i f f s o f Cape Hay , 

a g a i n s t which the waves b a t t e r e d and c a r v e d up the c o n t o u r s w i t h 

the a d d i t i o n a l rams o f chunks o f i c e . 

In l a t e J u l y , a l a r g e f i e l d o f i c e f l o w e d eastward th rough 

L a n o a s t e r Sound, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the pack i o e f rom Barrow S t r a i t 

was on the move. E a r l y In A u g u s t , a t h i n d r i b b l e f r o m the W o l l a s t o n 

I s l a n d s t o l d us t h a t a t l a s t Navy Board I n l e t was "coming o u t " and 

soon there would be an open r o u t e to Pond I n l e t . F o r the f i r s t t ime 

d u r i n g t h r e e summers o f A r c t i c f i e l d work, I was a b l e to be o f 

a s s i s t a n c e to the s h i p s In my r e g i o n . D a l l y I r e p o r t e d the e x a c t 

c o n d i t i o n o f the Ice In L a n c a s t e r Sovmd to the M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 

S t a t i o n a t A r c t i c Bay . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n was i n t u r n p a s s e d to the 

L a b r a d o r , the MacLean , the C . D . Howe and o t h e r v e s s e l s . I t was the 

f i r s t t ime t h a t an " i c e o b s e r v e r " had been so s t r a t e g i c a l l y s i t u a t e d . 

There were a lways i c e b e r g s In L a n o a s t e r S o \ u d . some o f them 



had been Imprlaonad ther© for many years. A popular Impression 

Is that Icebergs which reach the l a t i t u d e of Newfoundland originate 

In west Greenland* This Is not necessarily correct* The huge and 

high g l a c i e r a i n many parts of the Canadian Az>ctlo are continuously 

"calving" Icebergs* One p a r t i c u l a r l y productive area i s west 

Ellesmere Island* Bergs from west Ellesmere reach Lancaster Sound 

vi a Penny S t r a i t and Wellington Channel* I f conditiona are favour­

able they may continue to B a f f i n Bay* More often than not, t h e i r 

course l i e s close to the coast with i t s various cross tides and 

indented land masses* Such icebergs are r e s t r i c t e d and may move 

back and f o r t h In Lanoaster Sound a l l summer* F i n a l l y they plough 

f a r Into the pack loe and remain a l l wl.nter In one loc a t i o n * One 

such iceberg was a pec u l i a r maas o f plnnaolea and turrota which 

I nicknamed "Bozo"* I f i r s t saw Bozo (and had not nicknamed him 

then) near the Wollaston Islands on our way to Cape Hay* He was 

s o l i d l y stuck i n the psessure ioe and poss i b l y f a s t agrotind as well* 

F i n a l l y , currents, winds and the pressure of the pack Ice set him 

free again. A l l during July and most of August, Bozo kept a regular 

schedule opposite our oan^). E a r l y i n the morning he would be o f f 

Cepe Hay moving eastwards and during l a t e evening he would be back, 

moving In the opposite d i r e c t i o n . A huge iceberg l i k e Bozo maintained 

i t s own power by i n e r t i a once i t got underway. Bozo set up an inaxienso 

turbulence i n the rear and ploughed through i c e f i e l d s and smaller bergt 

l i k e a huge loe-breaker. I t a momentum c a r r i e d i t along strongly even 

a f t e r the tides had txirned. Eventually, the momentum of Ita bulk and 

the strong tidea (or wind) would cancel each other out* Bozo would 

awing alugglshly i n the Sound and then gradually pick up speed and 



move In the o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . Around the m i d d l e o f August we 

m i s s e d Boso on h i s d a l l y " p l o u g h " through the S c u n d , We f i g u r e d 

he must have made the c e n t e r o f t h e Sound and w i t h a f a v o u r a b l e 

wind had c o n t i n u e d on to B a f f i n B a y , L a t e r , we found the f a m i l i a r 

t u r r e t s and p i n n a c l e s aground n e a r the W o l l a s t o n I s l a n d s nc?* f a r f rom 

the e x a c t s p o t he had spent the p r e v i o u s w i n t e r . And there 60so i s 

now, sur rounded by pack i o e which i s b e i n g r a f t e d by t i d e s and f r o s t 

i n t o a jumble o f p r e s s u r e - l o e , , And t h e r e he must remain u n t i l n e x t 

J u l y he Is s e t l o o s e to p r o w l L a n o a s t e r Sound, 

The f i r s t w h i t e men to see L a n o a s t e r Sound were u n d o u b t e d l y 

W i l l i a m B a f f i n , R o b e r t B y l o t and t h e i r crew i n 1616. B a f f i n , 

p r o b a b l y the b e s t n a v i g a t o r o f h i s a g e , r e a c h e d L a n c a s t e r Sound on 

J u l y 12. He named i t " S i r John L a n c a s t e r H i s Sounde" a f t e r one o f 

h i s b e n e f a c t o r s , bu t d i d n o t e x p l o r e I t v e r y t h o r o u g h l y as I t was 

, j r l l l e d w i t h I c e . H i s men were a l s o i l l w i t h soxirvy, so he r e t u r n e d 

home to E n g l a n d . 

B a f f i n ' s d i s c o v e r i e s were l a r g e l y f o r g o t t e n f o r n e a r l y two 

c e n t u r i e s . The r e a s o n might have been t h a t P u r c h a s , who p u b l i s h e d 

the a c c o u n t s o f those o a r l y e x p l o r e r s , d i d n o t I n c l u d e B a f f i n ' s 

c h a r t s and b i s t a b l e s o f o b s e r v a t i o n s as t h e y were "somewhat 

t roub lesome and too c o s t l y to I n s e r t . " 

I n 1817, S i r J o h n Barrow, aware o f the n o r t h e r l y p e n e t r a t i o n 

o f w h a l e r s In the C a n a d i a n A r c t i c , r e v i v e d B a f f i n ' s f o r g o t t e n 

d i s c o v e r i e s . Barrow submi t ted a p l a n to the B r i t i s h Government 

wh ich showed the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a Northwest Passage to the O r i e n t 

through L a n o a s t e r Sound, i f the Sound a c t u a l l y e x i s t e d . S i r John 

Ross was a c c o r d i n g l y s e n t o u t d u r i n g the f o l l o w i n g y e a r e x p r e s s l y 

to determine i f B a f f i n ' s a c c o u n t s were c o r r e c t . 



s i r John Rosa was probably more a dilettante than a bonaflde 
explorer* He delayed his expedition i n Greenland where he examined 
the "red snow" (oaused by an algae) and wrote ponderously and at 
great length on i t s possible origin* Ross gave the fanoiful name 
of Arotlo Highlanders to the Eskimos he encountered* When he 
eventually arrived at Lanoaster Soxxnd, i t was August 30* He sailed 
for 50 miles up Lanoast'^r Sound and "dlstlnotly saw lend around the 
bottom of the Bay, forming a chain of mountains connected with those 
which extended along the north and south side*" On his maps, Ross 
placed the Crocker Mountains across Lancaster Sound Just west of 
Cape Hay* 

William Edward Pari*y^ Rosa's second in command̂  was quite 
emphatic In his opinions that Ross's "Crocker Mountains" did not 
actually exist* There were nasty recriminations when both returned 
to England^ but the Br 1 t l sh Opvernment cii»mrto bel 1 eye Pfirry*, The 
result was that another expedition, this timer imder the command of 
Parry, got underway to continue the exploration of Lancaster Sound* 

Parry reached ttie entrance of Lancaster Soirnd on August 1, 18194 
In front of him lay neither mountains nor ice. He sailed westward, 
the f i r s t ship ever to do so i n this region, and so opened up the 
assumed gateway to the Orient. 

Lancaster Sound, the waterway along which Parry sailed, i s like 
a metropolitan boulevard leading into a great square; to the west 
i t becomes Barrow Strait, which terminates i n Melville Sound. 
Southward from this boulevard are three other highwayaj Prince Regent 
Inlet, Peel Sound and M'Clintook Channel. Parry named the many 
islands he paaaed. Those to the north of Lanoaster Sound were North 
Devon, Cornwallis, Bathurst and Melville; those to the south were 



Cookbum, North somoraet and Prince of walea» 
Parry's discoveries opened the way for an attack on the 

Canadian Arctic through Lanoaster Sound, not for geographic reaaons, 
but for an extensive search for the s t i l l i l l u s i v e pathway to the 
Orient. The most famous of the expeditions so engaged waa that of 
Sir John Franklin. In the summer of 1845, Sir John Franklin with 
129 men sailed through Lancaster Sound and never returned. During 
the next decade a score of ships, British, American, and privately 
sponsored by Lady Franklin, searched for the lost expedition. Never 
had the Canadian Arotlo been subjected to such scrutiny. Nor haa 
there been a period ainoe when more^diacoveries have been made. 
Many of the ships called at St. John's, Newfoundland, on their way 
north for additional provisions and orev. Undoubtedly there were 
Newfoundlanders engaged in this femous search, although I have been 
unable to traok down their names. 

Finally the fate of Sir John Franklin and his men was determined 
by F.L. M'Clintook i n 1859. I t was from M'Clintook's account that I 
obtained my original and only knowledge of Cape Bay. M'Ollntock 
had heard of a ship ashore at Maud Bight east of Cape Hay and searched 
the v i c i n i t y of th6 north coast of Bylot for survivors. Unfortunately 
stormy weather preventing H'Cllntock from investigating the grounded 
ship and he never actually got within three miles of Cape Hay i t s e l f 
due to a moving ice pack. The ship at Maud Bight had an interesting 
sequel. It had long been determined that i t could not have been 
Franklin'a and was aaaumed to be an old whaler. Johnson planned to 
Bxamine the wreck on his roundabout way back to Pond Inlet in June. 
Rough ice prevented his getting into the Bight. I had every Intention 
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o f d o i n g 80 l a t e r In the suminer when the Ice had c l e a r e d o u t , as 

I t was m e r e l y 15 m i l e s f rom my camp. When the t ime came, I f ovind 

I was too low o n g a s o l i n e to take a c h a n c e . D u r i n g the summer a 

h e l i c o p t e r f rom the C D . Howe p u t ashore a t Maud B i g h t and examined 

the r e l i c s . Thus we were s c o o p e d , on o u r own g r o u n d s , by a v e r y 

e f f i c i e n t and modern means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

To me, as a b i o l o g i s t , L a n c a s t e r •ISOuii'd has a s p e c i a l ' p l g n i f -

l o a n o e . As p o i n t e d o u t , i t I s the e n t r a n c e v f t » 6 m v B a f f l n B a y .to t h e ' 

waterways o f the E a s t e r n C a n a d i a n A r c t i c . Through t h i s r o u tei,, a V 

"Northwest P a s s a g e " i n more ways than o n e , h o r d e s o f ^Mrwhla les i * ' 

w a l r u s , b e l u g a and s e a l s which have w i n t e r e d i n B a f f i n Bay and^' 

D a v i s S t r a i t m i g r a t e a n n u a l l y . A l l d u r i n g the s u n m i § f ; o n e o f my 

many d u t i e s was to e s t i m a t e the numbers o f those mar ine mammals 

as they p a s s e d a l o n g , and the c o n d i t i o n s under which they m i g r a t e d . 

Our camp s i t e a t Cape Hay waa In an I d e a l l o c a t i o n to do t h i s as i t 

o v e r l o o k e d the Sound and most o f the m i g r a t i o n o c c u r r e d near the 

c o a s t , w i t h i n o u r s i g h t . I s h a l l a lways a s s o c i a t e L a n c a s t e r Sound 

w i t h the u n d u l a t i n g s c h o o l s o f narwha les t w i s t i n g and s l i d i n g among 

the l o e - p a c k , the p l a y f u l h e r d s o f h a r p s e a l s which day a f t e r day 

moved westward , th rowing t h e m s e l v e s h a l f o u t o f the water l i k e 

p l a y f u l d o l p h i n s , and o f w a l r u s s n o r t i n g and b e l c h i n g as they 

c lambered about the f l a t pans o f I c e . 

And b e s t o f a l l , f o r my s p e c i a l I n t e r e s t i s b i r d s t u d y , one 

o f the l a r g e s t s e a - b i r d c o l o n i e s i n the e n t i r e E a s t e r n Canadian 

A r c t i c i s s i t u a t e d a t Cape Hay In L a n c a s t e r Sound. 
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