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The Flo6-8aRe . _
Late May 1s a lovely %ime of the year in the north of

Barfin Islands The sun has been oontinuoualy above ths horison
~ for some weeks. The sprlng thaw has not yet begun and there ia
a feeling of warmth and'oipeotancy in the air. The nights, due
. to the rerraotion from the large expanse of snow, are nearly as
bright as day. Thay have a peculiar sort colouring - a rather '
_subdued yellow glow. Nighttime in May s the time of long
shadows. ._ _ | - _ |
#ithin two days of my arrival at Pond Inlet, I set off for

Oape Graham Moore - some fifty miles distent. There was a
vﬁea-bird colony near Cape Craham Moore ihich I wanted to visit
although 1t wﬁa quito‘early\infthe year., mainly,'I wanted to
break myself in for the long'trip next week to Cape Haye. Asmy
"trall clothes™ were not yet ready, I borrowed duffle sooka, a

'pair of matik (skin boota) and a hugh pair of dufrle pants from
Corporal Johnson. Mucktar had his team of dogs teckled end was
atanding by even before I had struggled into the unfamiliar clothing,.

-After days of waiting énd hours of aitting idly in a chilly
DC3, I would have anjoyed almost any rorm or activity. But the
trip to Cape CGraham Moore was most exoiting. At first Mucktar was
rather quiet and shy. We had not yet got to know each other, and
both my accent and pronounciation were undoubtedly stranse to him.
The snow was firm andi smooth and we qlipped slong at a little )

- mor§ than four miles an hour. The dogs had not been on the tratl
for several days and wers bursting with suppressed energy. %hen I
got ohilli, which was aurpriaing with all the clothing I was /insidse
: of, I jumped off the komatik and ran f;
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offort was too ‘exhausting. Soon, I learned to lean back on the
‘komatik and enjoy myaalf - forgetting the cold - because arbar all
‘T would be hero for a long, long time., -

We left Pond Inlet at midnight and the trip to Button Point,
where our camp would ve aet up, should take twelve hours. Large
V7,1eadé'wara aire&dy opening in the ssa lce and nlthough it was

‘night the seala wore aunn‘ng themselvas along the edgss. At firat
~thoy were mere black sapecks 1n the dlstanoa. uomeulmes 1t wéa
diffiould to diatinguiéh seals from the ahadowa cast by small
| hummocks of 10e. uy oyos, unliko mucktar'a, wore not yet conditioned
to the slight ahading in the Arotio batween the roal thlng and an
-illusion. I w%as always amazad that Mucztar could frequontly ses a
" seal 1n the distance which I oould not distinguish even with
binooulara. |

We uwado long dotcura sround meny of the leads, as oftsn they
~were too wlde %o Cro&S8a Thevdogs would ses or smell 6%9 seala and
rush forward at a tremendous apaéd of eight or nine miles an hour.
In a twinkling the seals would disappesr. Onoe in a ghlle e single
: seai would be antran¢ad to the very last minuts bylthe onooming .
commo tion. Savéral time@ waAnearly.ran ovarvsuoh a béwilderpd
individuel, Thosa were "netserk" or ringed seals which remain
here all tha year round and on which ﬁhé Pskimo depends for his rood
ané_mnch of his olothiﬁg. ’ _ |

If the leed wera less then nine feet»wide woe crosssd it.

1‘ Mucktar drove the dogs at.right'angles to the lead gnd with a crack
of hia 25;foot whip burried them across. Not all the dogs @ade 1t
safely. Those in the rear fell or were pulled into the water and
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forced to s§ramble out on thg o ther side. The komatik wagabout -
ten feet in length and vas bullt of atrong oak wiith whalebone |
runners. Each ?ieoé;>exoeﬁt‘thé runners, was lashed on wilth seal-
skin'thongs. The Eskiuo komatiklcan taka‘g tarrifiq at%ain on any
pért of.it. Thére wasvoften a brief mbment whlle crossing those
-leads when elther the front'or the raar of the komstik was 1nvthe
~water while the dogs struggled for a toehold on the. ice. I nevdr‘

, could quite enjoy those moments, although I am assured they are the
most excltlng of 1lce travel.

marly in the mornlng we reaohed the high cliffs of Bylot
 181and and skirted the shore for the remainder of the_trip, The
first bird we saw was a raven. How strange 1t 1s that thls cone
splcuous bird shouléd remain all year round in the Arctic) It doea
not even possess the protection of feathered shanks as have the
pharmigan end snowy owls. Hevertheless 1t must be especially
éauipped in épma manner to withstand extreme cold. For instancg,
. tﬁe’%empeféture'aﬁ Pond Inlet'hed‘dropped to 50 dégraes below for
a while in February. While we were still helf a mile away the raven
had sighted us and departed'with‘lbud hbéraqvcrdaks. thét the raven
lacks in protective cdlquration it makes up for by being especlally
wary. It does not depend on ény special kind of fobd. Deed | |
animals; trapped foxes and‘the leavings of bears comprise,ita foéd
in winter. It is the scavenger of the northlands and there are
always leavinga of one kind or another to provide a meal. Because
of itq hardiness or perhaps in spit of i¢t, tha raven is the first
bird to nest in the Arctic. Lemmings washed out of their homes by

the spring thaw, and the occasional egglof other birda, provide the
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extra food it requires to rqéd 1ts offspring.
Early that morning we saw our firat Snow Geese. A group of
féur, silhoutted against the oliffs, honked as they paaged by
and disappeared abruptly over a glacier. The presence of snow
_,géage,wss aimbet a nertain-indicaﬁion that ﬁarm wéather was
'-goreeping upwards from thg aouth;. The only other birds we saw
near 1§nd were mﬁlo.anow buhtiﬁga. According to Muckter, some of
_them'had,rpturhed‘with the sun. ?ood was hard to come by even on |
the-éxposed ridges. fhe buntings were abaurdly tame ag they
linveatigated every tiny orevice for hidden seeds.
Mucktar whipped the dogﬁ to a prone position, dug into the
| grub box", produoed a primun and began to melt snow for tea. It
wes vory cold atanding still, 80 he made a snow wall for protection
agalnsat the wind.ﬁ Using a "panar" or snow-kniro, he quickly cut
'_snow blboks from the hard-packed cover of sea 1ce. The primus was
' ‘soon rbaring and the scene wasllnorodiblyvquiet and beautiful.
There was not a humén within thirty miled; our voices echoed back
from the tall cliffs ovaylot Island and unconsciously we spoke
goftly. Normally, there-isfno nsed to éaise one's voice in the
‘Arctic and perhape this 1s why the Eskimo volce is so soft and
muaiéql. .The'sort marmuring of Eskimb voices in a nearby trupek
" 18 one of my happlest recollections of the Arctic.
' We set up our tent on the ice At Button Pgint, had another
cup of tea; and set out for the floe-edge, wﬁich was two miles away.
We ocould reach Cepe Graham Moore sooner by hugging the shore, but -
- who would intentionally bypaaa the floe-edge, which 18 tholbeginning
and énd of the Arotio spring?



Perhaps not everyone knows'how oclosely the life of the
Eskimo in the eastern Canadian Arctioc 1s tied to the sea. From
| it he obtains ninety riva per cent of his needs. Without it he |
could not exist. We draw our maps outlining the contours of the
land but the Eekimps-at Pond Inlét draw théirs by outlinihg the
'.edge of the sea. They know very little about the land but a grest
" deal about the sea. The floe—edge for a short time each year
brings the wealth of the sea to their feet.
‘There 18 a large expanse of parmanently open water in Baffin

Bay. In the days of early Arctic explqration it was known as the
"North Waters" and at one time was thought to lead directly to the
| Forth Pole. Large numbers of walrus, narwhales, boiuga'(white o
- whales) and ‘seals spend tbe winter in this open apace. Few

people are femiliar with the North Waters as traacheroua piles of
ice surround it end its bordera change almost daily. As apring _
.arrives, the paoked ice gradually breaks up and drifts away. The
. floe-edge comes olosod and closer to land. Due to the differences .
in temperatures botween the main body of 1lce end the opén sea,:a
-constant circulation of waters'ia set up.. Conaeéﬁently, small
marine 1ife, amphipods end shrimps in particular, thrive at the
floe-edge. And so wélrus, beluga, seals, narwhales and sea-birds
crowd'piose to this 1dcality where thelr food is moatlapundant; |
Such 2 situation is odmpapablq‘to the turbulence at the Grandeanks 
“where the cold Labrador Cuirent meetp the warm Atlantic waters.
| ~ When we first arrived at the floe-edge at Button Point'thero’
' wés a groaf deal of loose ice on its fringes. - Open patches of |

water exténded‘for‘miies. We could hear narwhales grunting as they
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surfaced far‘out, seals flohted‘by on 1ce panﬂﬁ @nd a small herd
of walrua made & groae commo tion as they surfacod for a few moments.
But it was the aea-birds which impressed me most.
Plying or reating in he open atretohas of water and along

the floe—edge were thousnnda of fulmars, glaucous gulls, kittiwakes,

‘black gulllemots and murres. They were ocrowding close to land not

6nly because food was here at the floe-edge dbut soon they must come
to land to nest and were slowly goﬁting'"cbnditioned" to a new ia&
of life. -

Several thousand king eiderb were resting on the ice or in the
calm open waters. The king eiders are the most Arctic of the elders
and the male nuptial plumage of orange, black, grey and white makes
1t ohé of.tha mosﬁAoq;oﬁrful of all duoks. 'The females, which |
alone incubate the'eggs and_cara for the young, are brownish and drabyl

Before reaching the floe-edgd'I had been puziled by a rather ot

_strange sound like e moan which rose and fell in intensity. It was

the aoft dove-1ike mating calls of tho male king eiders., The malou

stood up in the water, slowly lowered their breasta and elevated

their rears to show off two large white rump patohes, Sometimea
they lowersd their: bills on purfod out breasts and made curlous
gulping motions. When a female approached a male he would often |
raise his head vertioally end slowly rotate until all sides of his

ﬁlorioua-plumaga had been presented to her view, The scene, although

- a florious one, had its traglc side. The floe-edge was littered

with dead or dying king elders on which foxes and ravens were now
feasting. Apparently'§oms‘or'them had'been ocrushed by fast moving
f1ce. Othera doubtlosa had been caught by rapldly freezing water,
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The world of the kihg elder, and_of all Arctic birds, is one of
continuous hazards. S |

| The sea-bird colony at Cape Graham Moore waq,atill.ih the
prospeoting stage: the biida were seeking out suiteble places to
nest, ﬁnd grddually becoming accustomed once again'to the‘land.f
Plocks of murres from the floe-edge - some ten miias away - flew
‘élongside the ciirra_and‘alighted rorvé‘minﬁte or s0. The stay
on the q11ffs would gradually léngthen sach daj‘until finally the
~ birds would settle down for the summer tblraiae their young. Wwe
tiéft Cape Brgham Moore bafors t@o birds had settled in. It was
now June 3 and I could not delay much longer setting ouﬁ for

Cape Hay.
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Journéy'to cape Hay.(l)

June 5 wea the warmest day of the year so far at Pond Inlet.

Even'withAdark glasses Isquinted azeinst the glare - a glare which

bounced off the white.buildings of the Detachment with incredible

brilliance. A more pleasant day could scarcely be 1magined_for

. the start of our journey to Cape Hay.

I was st11ll a bit groggy after the recent hundred miie "bbeak'

- in" trip to Cape Graham Moore. Corporal Johnson had decided to

accompany us as far as the Wollaston Islands and perhaps to Cape

" Hay itself. He was enxious to get started as this warm weather

might precipitate a spring thaw. He got me 6ut of bed after only

‘four‘qb,five hours sleep by solemnly promising I could sieep all

day on the morrow.
Our imbending departure caused almost as much excltement as

our arrival. All the packages so carefully stored awaj a few déya

5agd-#ere now brought out and scattered cver thé~snow4while it was

~decided which komatiks should}take them. Drums of gasoline were

dug from the snow and leshed firmly onto Ootoova'a komatik. Mucktar
was loading a 22-foot canoe and an outboard motor. Willing handa
helped'with'all those things. My sole contribution was to decide _

what things I might need early on the trail and theh stand beck as

more experienced hande lashed and tied,‘répacked or even discarded.

Our expedition was an 1mpiessive one. Ye had three teams and
forty-five dogs. 00t06va was taking the gasollne and three months

supply of food; Mﬁcktar, his family, canoe and outboard on another

: team; Johnsbn, his helper Toonga, my equipﬁent ahd I on the third.

Our team was kept purnosely light as one of our duties was to keép B

ehead of the o*hers and hunt seals for dog food.along the way.
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It was late evening before we finally got away. Since we had
24 hours of daylight every day, wé decided to do most of our
travelling by "night", when snow and 1ce‘wou1d be drier,‘ There

were last minute messapes to my wife and the depurtment to be sent .-

out by the Hudson's Bay factor on his next radlo sked with Clyde

Inlet, Finally we had shaken hands all around and there was no

 'reason for further delay. With a oracking of whips end the. combined

‘oonoert of howls from 45 dogs we set off across Fclipse Sound.

The trip across Eoiipse Sound to the shore of Bylot Island was

| fairly smboth.v There were no leads to oross or detour and few seals.

Noi that the sun was lowér on the horizon 1t was colder. There
were no hills to break the wind which swept up the Sound from

Baffin‘Bay,rand the ahow eddled around the komatiks as we broke

~ trall. Somewhat exhausted by the events of the pnst week, I
" wrapped a few caribou skins around me, lay.back'qn the komatik and

.foll asleep. Eight hours'latar wé hed arrived aﬁ the Aktineq.

Floqks‘df snow geese were flying around and I saw my first shore

- bird - a purple sandpipef‘whlch had never beén‘raoorded previously ;

for Bylot Island. Truiy an auspiocious start,

The low-lying plains'of theiAktineq merged with EclipSQ Sound.,
Only the occasional bare ridge‘auggqstéd that this was land and
not seé; ‘The valley of thé Aktineq River - which later would be a

'réging torrent during the spring run-off - was now a mere‘dapréssidn

.sihilar'to those of the snow ridges we had crossed in Tolipse Sound.

Back of the plains rose the Jasged black peaks of the central
mountains. Flowing from their heights was the Sfermilik Glacier with

1ts dark lateral morainea'of rock and scree. Both contrasted
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formidebly with the soft monotony of the plalns.

Louls Lemieux had ohoson the plains in the south-western

section of Bylot Island as a base for his summer's study of snow

geesae. Louls had left Pond Inlet before us and when we.arrived
he was already in tha process of setting up his camp. Louls,

also, had d.ydung Eskimo (Kaminerk) and his family for the summer. -

The two tents were placed slde by side on the only bare plot of

»-ground close to the shore. Our arrival with three‘additionnll

teams created a great deal of confusion. %ith the prospect of é'
long summer ahaad when he also would be largely alone, Louls
stopped his work, invited us to remain the day and promptly bogan
to prepars a meal. ' |

our Fskimos were delighted to renew acquaintance with Kaminerk
although they must have parted mere hours ago. In a short.time the

dogs were fed and tied down, tents were set up and soft murmuring

and laughter came from Kaminerk's tent whefa_he was now entertalning

guests also.
It was enother warm day, and more and mbre geese arrived. With

g0 1littla bare ufound availablé we wondered where they could posSibly

get food. The plains 1n1and were apparently even more heavily

blanketed with snow. The geese milled around the bare patohes of

ground back of the camp and near the coast. Louis was getting

' more and more impressed with the‘wise cholce he had made regarding

the location of his summer 8 base.

Ve slept most of the day, but towards evening e

 dog fight a few feat from our'aleeping baga woke us oompletely.

Gradually we worked ourselves up to the point of departuro. Tents
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were taken down,vkomatika reloaded, dogs tackléd, and soOn we were

agalin ready for'another night's travel. 'Louia took movies as we _
left in a commotion of shouts and tangled dogs. We called back

bantering remarks about the softness of his summer's work,ih the

‘"banana belt". There was no doubt that Cape Hay, a mere hundred

miles distant, would be "more" Arctic.

All that night we followed the coast along the low-lying

| ﬁlains._‘Our-daily schedule was now properly organized, and we took .
periodic side trips to hunt seals. When a seal was gighted either
- Johnson or Toonga dressed 1n a completely white pafka and holding

‘ahead of him a small canvas soreen which obscured the face and

rifle, crept élowly up to it. The seal sleeps Intermittenly. Every
few minutes it raises its head and 1ooks arouhd. During. those
moments of alertness which the hunter must leasrn to forecast, he must

remain motionless even 1if his foot is raised off the ice., The time

of the‘day, of the yeer, tho diresction of the wind all.have a'baaring.
-on such a stalking technique. The successful hunter develops hils

~ pecullar skill only by long hours of practice. ¥We required about

four seals each day to feed the dogs and ourselves. FEach stalk

| might require and hour's delay - longer if the seals were especially

'»wary'on that day. So our job was & responsible one and taken

soriously. ‘Needless to say I was pratty much excess baggage during
most of the huniing. T could not évan learn to control the dogs.

| The-dogs afe‘compelled to‘lie down while the stalking for seals
is cavriéd out. A well'trained team iies quietly and ﬁromptly.
Individually, I expect the ﬁeams would have behaved proﬁerly.‘ But

when one or both of the other teams were néar ug, there appeared to

‘_be a great competition as to which would reach the caraeass first.
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As soon as the hunter sets himself in the prone position usuaiiy

- necessary for shooting , the dogs are instantly alert_and tensed to .
) bolt. With the'first.puf} of smoke -and before the repo?f of the
: fifle regches them they are away in & med rush. Sometimes I would
~ be off the komatik when the dogs started off -and would be left
 -beh;nd. On other oocasions the quick Jolt_threw me off. Eventually,
"I learned to watch'fhe dogs! ears and not the hunter at the oritical
moment, . and would have‘sufficient warning to attach myself firmly."
The Fskimo does not stop for tea on the least excuse as some
writers inalst. Evory three hours or 8o, the team must halt and
';tha traces be straightenéd out, 'In the eastern Canadlan Arctig
“the dogs are tackled fanwise with 1ndividua1 long seal-skin thongs.
fOn 1evel ica and with a fresh team this mathodjig“very'éffectiie.
.But individual dogs lag behind, one of the team 1s invariably the
"fall guy" for that partioular day and must be nipped by every dog
at every oppdrtunity; and rough 1ce occasionally foroqs the'dogs '
to}pack together., So_the traoés'ar@ cqnstgntly being 6rosaed'and
gotting tangled. The Wskimo uses his long whip more to keep the
dogé-taut on thelr 1asahes~than to burry them elong. A good team
hauls smoothly at an even rate of speed dependent on snow oonditions.
Neverthelesa the treces get more and more tangled, the efficienoy
of the team is alowed down and they must be haltad and the traces
straightenod out again. This halt 1s a good oocasion to maka *aa._
The full meal comes only at the end of the day'a travel, when camp
Ais set up for the night and the dogs are fed, |
| ~ On thg third night we reached Canada Point at the entrance to
‘(§~ ' Navy Board Inlet. Here in 1908, Capt. Bernier in his first
Canadian Government Expedition tockpossession of Bylot Island. Ve
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found his stone marker and took photogfaphs,
We now began to hee more and more birds., Small groups of

. the .
glaucoua.gulla and rarer Thayer's gulls (an Arctic race of herring

"~ gull) flew high towardg open water ahead which we oould not see.

Occasionally we s tartled ravens which were feeding on the leavings

of a polar bear's kill. Geese were most plentiful. As they passed

“over our heads they honked - perhars in greeting, but more likely

with annoyance.

"The greater snow geeae (the most Arctic of the snow geese)

winter along the'Atiantio'Seaboard from Maryland and Delaware to

Yorth Carolina. In late March on their way to'ths High Arctioc they

‘ _atop over at Cap Tourmente bn the'st. Lawrence Riéer.“ This has long

been a tréditiqnal stopping-off place as Caftier»found'them there in

1534, No one knowa their exact route to the Arctlc from that point.
Perhaps we were the first humana.they had seen along the way.

Long-tailed Jaegers were resting on the ice in loose flocks.

‘They winter at sea and although their present wintering range has

- not been determined, they have beeh observed off the South Carolina

and Florida coasts.and off both coasts of.South America. Like the
geese, the Jaegers had arrived on thelr traditional bresding
grounds before the land was quite ready to receive them,

ﬁrbm Canada Point onwards the scenery changed 6ompletely. The

low=-1lying plaine were left béhind. “High cliffs of frost-shattored

'1imestong now bordered the coast, broken at intervals by wide valleys

down which glaciers‘meandered from the ice flelds above, - to peter
out completely as they reached the valley floor. At one time these
glaclers flowed directly to the sea. In a faw_localities.dnlsylot
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they still do so. But Bylot Island is slowly éoming out of the

"ice age". Later, at Cape Hay we found perfectly preserved beaches

flve hundred feet above sea-level. _
Although Ootoova's load of red gasoline drums seemed incongruous

on the immense expanse of white, Mﬁoktar'a team with his large canocs

'was most impressive.. Mucktar had rigged his tent over the cande

80 that his wife Koopah and. the ohildren could ridé along in great

comfort - caravan style. Inside the tent, although the quarters
were cramped, she had_set up house-keeping. The primus stove was

within reach. Heaps of caribou skins provided couches for the

'ohildren. KOOpah-waa<ne#er 1dle even while on the %trail. A baby

snugly confined in the hood of her parka required attention at

times but almost incessantly Koopah chewed on seal skins to make the

 "soft kamiks which are their solejfootweér,  The spring thaw, and
‘later the sharp rocks of the bare ground, are very destructive to

- theso'sealskin boots. She would never quite keep up with hep:

family's requirements. And her huaband, the provider, must at all
times be properly shod, and dressed. Often I heard hsr'sewing

maohine'frqm the depths of the oomlak-tupek as our komatik passed

along.



Journey to Cape Hay (2)

The last.valley - and glacler - on the NaQy Boﬁrd Inlet side
of Bylot Island 1s at Tay Bay. North and west of Tay Bay the '
.mountains level off to a frost-shattered plateau'which‘gfédually
slopes towards,tancaster Sound. The glaclers at this point flow
northwards:and directly into Lancaster Sound. The plateau,.not of
-sufficiéntly high altitude to'pfbducé a gl#cier, is covered by an
' immense snow field; which almost but not quite disaﬁpears each
. summer. The area 1s exposed to the winds blowing off Ellesmere
Islandt's ice cap to thé nbrth and the almbst permanent 1ce pack of
Barrow Strait to the ﬁest., It 18 no wonder that the climate here
is-vastly different from that of the "banana belt" of the s uthwest
plains, | o |
»' FromvTay Bay westward the coast 1s combaratively iow-lying,

"~ but furrdwed with ravines Instead of valleys. Thesé ravines are
gouged out by the'r#pid spring run-off from the snow flelds above.
Our destination was an outermost'ravine'which showed up in aefial
. photbgraphs as a good location ffom which_to Plan furthér travel.
From this polnt we expected to reach:Capé Haj alﬁng the coast if
1t were feasible, or strike inland in ﬁhe.hope'of being able to |
reach 1t frpm the uppef plateau. | ' |

Just outside Tay Bay we encountered our first rough.iée.

‘ Pressuré 1ce blocked our way as far as we could see but here and
there gmong the jumbled_massiwere smooth stretches which led west-
wards. Preaeure_ice - for all practical purposes - is ice lifted,
upende¢ and.strewn helter skelter by the terrific forces of tides |
and frost during the Arctic winter. But here, for extra good |
méasufe, immense 1cebergs and ploughed into the'jumble and eventually

became firmly cemented.
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~i waé constantly amazgd at the flexibility ofithe komatiks

and the stréins they could take wifhout falling apart. Two of.
our komatiks carried about one thousand pounds each and the third
.close to that smount. At times we cut a trail with axes, especially
.brought albng.for'such work. Mucktar's komatlik with the long
canoe was difficult to handle, but Ootoova's, loaded with drums

of gasoline, was even more s0. OCcasionallj the komatiks slid
"'sideways down a sloping pan of ice and overturnad. The combined_
~action of all of us, even the children, was necessary to‘uprigﬁt
'them.i As a last reéort we.uhloadedvthem odmpletely.‘
o Progress was necessarily slow but here and there were lovely |
émooth stretchea, The dogs, anxious as we were to goet out of the
, ﬁreséure ico; but on bursts of speed at such opportunities. All

in all we.made remarkably good time. Fventually we reached the
vicinity of the Wollaston Islands less than ten miles from our
destined camp ‘site. Good weather had been wilth us.for more than
. a weék, but now our luck changed.i Swirling black snow clouds came'
down from the north and hid the sun. It got dark and cold. We |
headedifor ﬁhe nearést land to set up camp and walt until thé storm
blew over, | | |

o Just before making land and before thevswirling cloﬁde~ahead
of us closed in completely, we caught a glimpso of the floe-edge
end realized that Lancaster Sound was open. Our route to Cape Haj.
~along the cbast was cut off unless we,iished to wait until the
Sound could be navigated safely by canoce. 'Cape Hay was approximately
thirty miles away and spring séemed'weeks away, so there was no
feeling or urgency. We set ﬁp campvat‘theifoot of the énow fleld.
Johnson set the radio up énd we had our firsﬁ cohtact with the

outside. By appointment, "Corky" at the‘MeteorologicAI Station
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- at Arctic Bay was listening for our signal, We came in "loud and

| clear". Later, "Corky" was to be my main contact with the outside.

What I recall most vividly'about those several days'Of forced
inactivity, while walting for the storm to blow-ifself out, was

my first "white-out". This Arctic phenomenon has often been

.descbibed ?y explorers to which 1t ié to each a completely different
" experience. My feeling was one of utter futility like trying to

figzht an,immense powder puff. There is no sense of direction
dufing a "white-out", as the compass is not effective in that part

of the_Ar#tic. A terr1f1c>glare,_from_a sun which cannot be

| located, filters down~thfough the tiny particles of snow., Everything'

takes on an exaggerated sense of unreality. Small.objectélloom
largq'andAdecgptively near.: ibu lean againét & boulder only to find
that 1t 1s several'féet away. My moét horrifylng and possibly most
comic experience was at that tlme. |

Réther_unwisely I decided to visit a ravine scarcely a half

mile‘rrom'camp. I slid down an incline to the floor of the ravine

to get relief from the stinging particles of.snow,which.half blinded

me and strangled me at the same time. Hers on the floor'of the

‘ravine I could breathe properly again and commenced to clear the

snow from my eyes and face. While dding go I became awafe that
leading away from me was a floundering trail which I had most

certainly not made. We had1éeén fresh bear tracks by our camp,

- and here were otherse, not minutes old.

In a matter of moments‘I was back again at the top of the

‘ravine and clinging to the overhanging 1ip if ice. Then ahead

v'of me, on the,fringo of the plateau, an immense white object'moved.
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"Another beari" I thought. Then I could see red on the side of

l1ts face, and the more frightening though flashed through my_mind -
"a wounded bearl""For several moments after the-"bear"'took off
with a cackle and whirring of wings (it was a cock ptarmigan) I

st111 remained "frozen" 1n'ahprecarioue position..'To make the

re \L sk

“situation utterly ridiculous I then nr .zed my hold on the over-
“hanging ice ridge and promptly rolled back into the ravine whsre

' there was a real bear. I came out of the ravine_again'with much

_lees finesse, and roturned to camp.

On the third day the etorm oleared completely. Johnson

' decided he would stay with us a few more days and help us find a

trail-overlend to Cape Hay. We left Koopah and the children_behind
and took off with almost empty komatiks as we did not know what -
diffioultiee might be encountered on the plateau. Instead of long

stretches of windswept ridges, the upper plateau was covered with

'hardﬂpaoked snow three or more feet in ‘depth. We travelled down

‘t‘ravinee oocasionally only to be stopped by steep overhanging snow

banke, but by brarl and error we eventually reached Lanoaster

’_.SOuhd. Amazingly, we reached it at the exact point where an immense

.Sea-bird colony began.

I_oannot quite describe my feelings on arriving at Cape Bey at

last and W1th;euoh little effort. I had not actually known 1if we

oould reach it by komatik or 1f I could camp near the bird cliffs -

| or for that matter if the eea-bird colony positively existed. An

1deal location for the summer's camp was by an esker less than one

'half mile from the cliffs. The se t-tip was perfect, and the esker

- most oonveniently located.
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Johnson and I strolled along the sea 1ce at the base of the |
murre cliffs and exémihed them. We weré uﬁdoubtedly the first
white men who had ever been 80 close..AIn ﬁhe yeliowish.iight of
midnight, the milling kittiwakes and murres took on a special
charm.that only a birdlstudent can appreciate. Johnson was sultably
'-1mpressed and inslisted that'someonerdf my experience coula make a
'reasonable estimate fight there and then. I promptly replied that
there wers at leastvtwo million birds on the cliffs. After three
months of less exuberant calculations I was forced to cut this estimate
vin-half, but my first 1mpfessions.of Cape Hay remain the most vivid.
- I had now reached mﬁ objective, and 1t was agreed that I naed.
not rgturn to Navy Board Inlet.  Instead, Mucktar and Toonga would
_ return wifh their teams and bring back Muckfaf's family, our main
tents and some basic supplies. Later, Mucktar would get the remaining
- equipment. Johnson and I would remsin at the Cape in a single small
- tent brought along for an emergency.
'- ':There.wére numerous bear traéks all about.' Some of them wers
quite fresh and we found the scattered carcasses of newly killed J
' seals. But the onlj bear ﬁé sew was a large:one nearly a mile away
standing mdtionless beside‘g seallhole. .Just before Mucktar was
ready to leave for Ravy Board he decided he "needed" a béar. The
hunt waélquickly_organized as the dogs were alresdy tackled. It was‘
to be a hunt where the dogs are cut loose at the appropriate m@ment
and the beaf held at bay. It promlsed to be plenty'exciting.

‘out emong the rough ioe we loqt sight of the béar and the dogs
were inclined to follow recent tracks not thbse of oﬁr particular

quarry. After a few false starts the bear was eventually located in
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exactly the_samé'ﬁosition we had first observed 1t. Thfough my
binoculars I obtalned the 1ﬁpressiqn that 1t was fast asleepzon
1ts.reet while walting for a reluctant seal to appgér..‘u
N Wiﬁhin_a hundred yards of the bear Mucktar began to cut his
'dogs_ioose. Johnsoﬁ,'some distance behind, held his dogs fast to
'.'prevent a pile up of both teams. Itbwas a difficult job, and for A
' few moments I suspected just &g;¥ might happen. The bear glanced up
 casually when he heard the dogs and then turned badk.to his watch
or his nap. :A fow momentsllater he realized'that this was not a
 dream. The dogs were on him in a snarling ﬁass, nipping his flanks,
but keeping away from the certain destruction of his huge paws.  The bea
atﬁempted_to get Away but the dogs were all around him. ' He backed ﬁp
against a hummock of 1ce,’stobd oﬂ'his hind’légs, and growling horribly
lunged with his forepaws at the dogs which cleverly kept just out of
reach. The dogs, possibly through experience, or with some 1nherent
'-'ability, avoided the lunges and attacked only his flanks. Darting
in for rapild nips at his long fur they danced out of range just at |
the gruoial moment. The bear became more and more furious and was
taking wider and wider lungés.. Quite frequently one or moré dogs
are killed during such a hunﬁ. " So at the very first opportunity
Mucktar took caéeful aim and sent a bullet rilpping through the bear's.
head.  It tobk'thrée or four well;placed shots to bring the animal
down. To the very last he growled‘figrcely and lunged out at the
shadows he could not quite cope with.. |

It took sevérai houra to prepare the béar and cutlthe meat 1in
sultable sizes for transporting back to camp. Mucktarvand Toonga

finally set off for Navy Board at 4 A.M. After a meal of besr,
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“which taated'rather soapy, Johnson and I got into oﬁr slaeping 
bags. - It was the first sleep I had.had in 36 hours. We finally
awoke 24 hours iateriwhen the boys arrived back with tha:tents_and
 Mucktar's family. The final route across the blatqau had taken

eight hours as agalnst our sixteen.



Sir John Lancaster His Sounde

our damp}site at Capo Hay‘dufing’the summer of 1957 over-
lbokéd Lancaster Sound - the famous route to the Northwast Passage.
When we first arrived at Cape Hay in June, the floe-edgq‘was still
"several miles off and thé sdund was clogged with loose ice driftiﬁg '
back and forth. Eventually the main body of ice dispersed, but '
~ periodically wide ribbons of pack-ice moved down the center of the
‘Soundvand Jammed the inlets when the wind was on-shore. There were
'days, of'courso,.wﬁen Lancaster Sound was placid, and mirrored the
léouth coast of Devon Island,_which‘appeared_decéptivelyVneér.v‘ThdSe
‘days were rare and uanally forecast a storm. . Soon again, the Sound//
became turbulent as high winds funn,ell.e.d’ in fromﬁBaffin Bay to the
east or Barrow'a_strait to:the ﬁest. From either direction the
full force of;the'gale was borne by the high cliffg 6f'0ape Hay,
| against which the waves battefed gﬁd cér#ed-up the contours with .
: vthe addi tional rams of chunks of ice.- | ‘ | |
| In late July, & large field of 1ce floied saatwgrd through
Lancaster Sound, indicating that the pack 1ce from Barrow Strait
- 'was on the move. Early Ln Auéuat, a thin dribblé'frqm the Wollastoh
Islands told us‘that at last Navy Board'Inlet‘waﬁ "coming out? and
soon therevwduld be an open route to Pond Inlet. For the first time
';durihg three summers of Arcticvfield work, I was able to bo of .}}
' aasisténoe.to the shlps 1n my region. Dally I reported the axaqﬁ
condition of the ice in Lancaster Sound to ﬁhe Météorologiual |
Station at Arctic Baj. This ;nformatidn was In turn passed to the
‘Labrador,'the MacLean, the C.D. Howe and othérvveséels. It was the i
first time that an "ice observer" had been so strategically situated.

There wefe alﬁayd icebergs in Lancaster Sound. Some of them

1



had been imprisoned thero'for many years. A popular imprésaion‘;
18 that fcebergs which reach the latitude of Newfoundland originate
in west Greenland. This is nbf peoessarily correct. Thé huge aqd
, high glacliers in'many par§a of theqCanadian Arctic are oontinubusly -
l."oalving" 1oebeiga. .Ohe particularly productive area is west
_Ellesmere Island. Bergs from weatlmilesmere reach. Lancaster Sound -
j‘via Penny Strait and Wellington Channel. 1If oondiﬁiona are tavbur-‘
{ablelfhej may oontinue to Baffin Bay. More often than not, thelir
‘ocourse lies olose to the coast with 1ts various cross tides and
:.1ndonted land masses, Such icebergs are réatricted'and may move
babk and rorth 1n’Lanoastor Sound aii summer. Findlly they plough:
far into the pack 1ce and remain alliﬁinter'in one location. One
uuoh_;cabérg-was a peculigrkmgqs_qgfp;nngqléa and turrets which
I nicknamed "Bozo". I first saw Bozo (and had.not,nicknamed'him
then) ﬁear'the Wollaston Islénds on our.ﬁay to Cabe Hey. He was
aélidly atuck in'tﬁo pnéssure 1op and possibly fast aground as well.
Finally,:ourrenta, winds and the pressure of the pack 1ce set him
free agein. All during July and most of August, Bozo kept a regula},
schedule oppoéite our camp, - Earlylin the morning he would be off
Cepe Bay moiing eastwards and duﬁing late evening hé wou1d be,back,
moving in the Oppouito\dlreotion. A huge ideberg like deofmainta;néd
-~ 1ts dwn:powor by 1nertiavoncé it got underway. Bozo set up an lmmense
'turbnlanoo in the rear.and ploughed throqgh lceflelds and smaller berg:
like a'huge lce-bresker. - Its momentum carried it Along atrongly even
after the tides had turned. Eventually, the momentum of fta bulk and
thévatrong tides (or wind) would oanbel each other out. Bozo would

swing sluggishly in the Sound and then gradually pick ﬁp'époed and

)
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~ move in the bpposito_diredtionp Around. the middle of hugust we"'
missed Bozo on his dally “plough“ through the Soﬁnd. - We figured
he'muét have méde,the center of the Sound and with a favéurable~
~ wWind had»oohtinued on to Baffin Bay. Later, we found the familiar
‘ turrets and. pinnacles aground near the Wollaston Islands nJ‘far from
the exact spot he had,apbnt the provious winter, And there Bogo 1s
now, surrounded by pédk 160 which 1s bo;ng_ggfted‘by tides and frost
"dnto a jumblo.or pieﬁsur@-ioe,u'And.there hé must remain until next
- July he 1s set loose to prowl Lancaster Sound. |
The first white men to see Lancaster Sound were undoubtedly
. Willlam Baffin, Robert Bylot and their crew. in 1616. Beffin, .
probebly thq beét ngvigator.or_hia age, reached,Lancasfer Sound on
July 12.,. He named 1t "Sir John Lancaétér Hia SOundeﬁ.after one of
'his bensfactors, but did not éxplore,it very.thdroughly as 1t was
f;llled with ice. His men were also 111 with sourvy, so he returned -
~home to Enclend. | }' _ |
': {Eaffin?s disoévsries were-lnfgely forgotten for nearly two
centurles. The reason might have been that Purohas, who-published{
'xho‘aceounta of those marly explorers, did not include Baffin's
~ charts and his tables of observations as they were ‘"somewhat
troubiésdme and too costly to insert.” |
:Iﬁ 1817, Sir John Barrow; Aﬁare of the northerly penetration |
‘of.whalera in the Canadian Arotlo, revived Baffin'q forgotten ; L
| discovériés;  Barrow submitted a plan to the British Government
: ihioh showed the possibllity of a Northweat Paseage to the Orient
~ through Lancaster Sound, if the Sound actually existed. Sir Johh
Roee*was.acoordingly goent out during the_following year-expressly

to determine 1f Baffin's accounts were correct.
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8ir John Ross vwas probably moro a dilettanto than a bonafide
exploror. Ho delayod his expedition in Greenland where ho oxamined

the "red snow” (caused by en algae) and wroto ponderoualy and at

great 1ongth“on 1ts possible oriSin. Ross gave the fanciful namo :

of Arotio Highlandors to the Eakimoa he encountered. ﬁhon he

“-oventually arrived at Lanoastor Sound. 1t was August 30. ‘Ho sailed
~ for 50 miles up Lancaster Sound and "distinotly aaw‘land arouﬁd the

bottom'or the Bay, forming a chain of mountaina connected fith’thoao

© which extended along the north and south side." On his maps, Ross -

placed the Crocker Mountaina aoross Lancaster Sound- just west or
Capo Hay.‘

‘ William Edward Parry, Ross's seoond in command, was quito

.omphatio 1n his opiniona that Ross's "Crooker Mountaing" daid not'

| actually'oxist. There were naaty raoriminations when both returned

were et rmcd

- to Englend, but the British. Government olseea - t0 _believe Porrx. Tho'
ﬂresult_was that another expedition, this timeunder the cormmand of

_Parryj got underway to continue the exploration»of Lanoastor Sound.

. Parry reached the entrance of Lancaster Sound on August 1, 1819,

R In front of bim lay neither mountailns nor lce. He salled westward, -

the first ship ever to do 80 in this region, and 8o opened up the

assumed gateway to the Orient.

Lanoaator.Sound, the waterway along whioch Parry salled, is liko"

a motropolitan boulevard loading‘into a great squarej to the west

it becomes Barrow Stralt, whioch terminates in Melville Sound.
Southward from this boulevard are three other nighwaya; Prince Rogont '
Inlot, Peel Sound and M'clintook Channel. Parry named the-many

' ialanda he pasaed. Those to the north of Lanoaater“Sound iero North

Devon, Cornwallia, Bathurst and Molvilloz those to the south were
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 Cockburn, North Somerset and Prince of Walea,

‘ Parry'a discoveries openad the way ror an attack on the

‘ chnadian Arotio through Lanéaater.sound, not}for geographlo ream ns,

but for an extensive search for the atill‘iliusive pathway %o the

. Orient. The most femous of the axpeditions so engaged was that of
 8ir John Franklin. In the summer or 1845, Sir John PFranklin with
129 men salled through Lancaster Sound and never returned, During

 1,thc'noxt‘deoado a score of ships, Britiah,'Amerioun. andfprlvately;

spongored by Lady Franklin, searched for the lost expedition. Never

had the Canadian Arctic been subjected to such sorutiny. Nor has -
q:v‘i‘“vh e '

.thero been & period since when more,dlscoveries have been made.

”ﬁ_Many of the ships called at B5t. John'a, Newfoundland, on their way

north ror additional provisions and orew, Undoubtedly there were

Hewroundlandera engaged in this femous search, although I have been

:unable to traok down their names,.

Finally the fate of Sir John Franklin and his men was decermined

"by F,L. M'Clintock in 1859, It was from M'clintook'a,acoount that I

obtained my originai and only knowledge bfVCape Hay. .M'Olintock ,
had heard of & ship ashore at Maud Bight east of Cape Hay and searched
the vicinity of the north coast of Bylot for survivors. Unfortunately
étormy ﬁeather pfoventingvHfGlintook-rroﬁ invesﬁigating thb'gﬁoundedx.
ship ahd_he nevor-aotuqlly got within three milaes éf Cape Haj i tsolf
due to a moving 1@0 pack. The ship at Maud Bight had an‘inﬁeresting
aoquel; It had long been detormined_that 1t could not have haen

Franklinte and was assumed to be an o0ld whéler. Johnson plannad to

- Bxamine the wreck on his rqundaboutviay vYack to Pond Inlet in June.

Rough ice prevented his getting into the BEight. I had every intention
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of doing g0 later in the summer when the ice had cleared out, as

1t was merely 155miles from my camp. When the time came, I found

I was too low on gasoline to take a chance. ‘During the éummer a
helicopter from the C.D. Howe put ashore at Maud Bight and examined

the relics. Thus we were scooped, on our own grounds, by a very

. } ‘.A,

w-:.*

;“o. w
To me, as a biolorist, Lanoaater Sound has a epecial signif-
‘?

toance. As pointad out, it is the entranoewfrom:Baffin Bay*to the

P

waterways of the Fastern Canadian Arctic. Through this route, a,

V“Northweat Passage®™ 1n more ways ‘than one, hordes of narwhalea.

1.5, "4

'walrus, ‘beluga and seale which have wintered in Baffin Bay and“

Davis Qtrait migrate annually, All during the surmé¥.one of my

- many duties was to estimate the numbers of those marine mammals

as they passed along, and the conditions under which they migrated.
Our camp sito at Cape Hay was in an ideal location to do this as it

-overlooked the Sound and most of the migration occurred near the

ooast, within our sight. I shall alwaya associate Lancastor Sound

with the undulating schools of narwhales twisting and sliding among

" the ice-pack, the playful herds of harp sesls which day after day

moved'weatward,.throwing themsolves-half out of the watef like
playful dolphins; and of walrus snorting and belching as they
olambered about the flat pans of 1ce.

.And best of all,‘for my speclal interest 1s bird atddy, one
of the largest sea-bird colonies 1h the entire Eastern Canadian

Arotic 1s situated at Cape Hay in Lancaster Sound.
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