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EXECUTIYB SUMMARY 

The Federal Government's "Green. Plan" has established broad goals 
for the conservation of representative ecosystems in all parts of 
Canada. The Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS), which has statutory 
responsibili ty for the Migratory Birds Convention Act and the 
Canada Wildlife Act, is actively involved in the implementation of 
the Green Plan goals. In this context, the present exercise was 
intended to review various listings of significant migratory bird 
habitat sites, previously assembled by staff of each of the five 
CWS Regions; to assign priorities to individual sites according to 
their ecological significance; and to suggest designations for 
their future protection such as National Wildlife Areas, Migratory 
Bird Sanctuaries or Shorebird Reserves. 

The assessment of the priority habitat sites was carried out by 
means of rating criteria, previously developed by CWS, and made 
available to the Contractor. In view of the wide disparity between 
the various regional presentations which formed the basis for this 
exercise,judgments had to be made to arrive at a common methodology 
for priority assessment. It is generally accepted that the 
Ecological Land Classification (ELC) represents the be�t available 
methodological approach for building a country-wide network of 
conservation areas. However, only the compilers from CWS Western 
& Northern Region had fully employed this system in establishing 
their site listings. In order to enable subsequent reference to 
the ELC system, latitude/longitude centroids were defined for each 
site. 

The following paragraphs summarize the habitat site information 
that was reviewed in respect to provinces and territories, and the 
numbers and total extent of conservation areas proposed for 
designation. 

British Columbia 

38 areas suggested as National Wildlife Areas - 21990 km2 
2 areas suggested as Shorebird Reserves - 2502km 
2 areas suggested as Seabird Reserves - 70 km 

Northwest Territories 

23 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 26,971 km2 
5 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - r35 km2 
1 area as a Shorebird Reserve - 2,1782km 
6 areas as Shorebird Reserves - 31 km 2 
9 existing Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - 102,450 km 
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Yukon Territory 

11 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - 16'r98 km2 
2 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 973 km 

Alberta 

4 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 450 km2 
9 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - 4,850 km2 
3 areas as Shorebird Reserves - 400 km2 

Saskatchewan 

7, areas as National Wildlife Areas - 4,000
' 

km! 
3 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - 450 km2 
3 areas as Shorebird Reserves - 800 km2 

Manitoba 

2 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 800 km2 
3 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries 2 1,700 km2 
3 areas as Shorebird Reserves - 336 km 

Ontario 

10 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 216 km! 
71 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries - extent unknown 

2 areas as Shorebird Reserves - extent unknown 

Quebec 

17 areas as National Wildlife Areas - 60 km2 
2 areas as Migratory Bird Sanctuaries 2 6 km2 
3 areas as Shorebird Reserves - 6.5 km 

Atlantic Provinces 

13 areas as Shorebird Reserves - extent unknown 
6 existing National Wildlife Areas 
2 existing Shorebird Reserves. 

In carrying out this initial step in the process of developing a 
nation-wide listing of priority migratory bird habitat sites from 
rather disparate regional listings, the Contractor found that there 
are serious deficiencies in the habitat information currently 
available. The main difficulty is that most regional records have 
been assembled without reference to a coherent geographic or 
ecological system such as that provided by the Ecological Land 
Classification (ELC) scheme. However, the polar coordinates which 
were determined for each site record as part of this exercise, will 
readily enable the site records to be superimposed on the 
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hierarchical ELC units. Full assessment of the degree of 
representation of the spectrum of important habitat types within 
the national network of conservation areas can then be carried out. 

An overview of the listings indicated that the identification of 
priority habitat areas across Canada remains spotty and regionally 
incomplete. Gaps are particularly apparent for Newfoundland and 
Labrador, northern Quebec, and central and northwestern Ontario. 
As relevant research has already been carried out in each of these 
regions of the country, it appears readily feasible to complete a 
nation-wide priority habitat record. 

v 



1 . 0 I N TR ODUC TION 

1 

The Federal Government's "Green Plan" has established broad goals 
for the conservation of representative ecosystems in all parts of 
Canada to ensure the maintenance of the ecological integrity of 
natural areas in the context of sustainable development. The 
Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) with its mandated responsibility 
for the Migratory Birds Convention Act and the Canada Wildlife Act, 
is an active participant in the implementation of the Green Plan 
goals. 

The purpose of this study was to review various listings of 
significant migratory bird habitat sites, previously assembled by 
staff of each of the five CWS Regions; to assign priorities to the 
sites according to their ecological significance; and to suggest 
appropriate designations for their future protection such as 
National Wildlife Areas, Migratory Bird Sanctuaries or Shorebird 
Reserves. In addition to waterfowl nesting, moulting and staging 
areas, important habitats for other species of concern to CWS such 
as colonial nesting birds, seabirds, and endangered species, were 
to be considered. 

The assessment of the priority habitat sites was carried out by 
means of rating criteria, previously developed by CWS staff, and 
made available to the Contractor. All sites were coded for 
inclusion into the National Conservation Areas Data Base, according 
to the established format. In order to relate the reviewed sites 
to the ecoregion classification system employed by the State of the 
Environment (SOE) Branch of Environment Canada, latitude/longitude 
centroids were calculated for each site. 

In view of the wide disparity between the various regional 
presentations which formed the basis for this exercise, it was 
necessary to make certain judgments· in arriving at a common 
methodology for priority assessment. However, it should be obvious 
to the reader that, although all of the available documentation was 
reviewed in order to achieve a minimal level of registration to 
meet SOE standards, the work to date represents only the "tip of 
the iceberg", and is nei ther final in its judgments nor its 
conclusions. 

The Ecological La�d Classification (ELC) system is probably the 
best methodology to use in the identification of habitats requiring 
protection; the attempt made by Western & Northern Region to 
utilize this system is, therefore, to be applauded. However, 
priority assessment of habitat sites for inclusion into the 
national conservation area system requires greater precision than 
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i s  pos s ible at the sub-ecore g i on or ecod i s t r i ct l evel. The ELC 
mus t , therefore , be extended to the ecos i t e  level to achieve the 
needed prec i s i on . 

Othe r CWS Reg i ons have used fairly pre c i se s i te identi f i cat ion 
w i thout bene f i t  o f  the ELC . Undoubtedly , the proce s s  w i l l  evolve 
ove r t ime . Add i t i onal l y , not al l of the s i t e s  o r  areas presented 
could be prio r i t i z ed . Those then we re cate gori zed as cand idate 
s i t e s  o r  areas which mus t  be rev i s i ted at a later po i nt in t ime. 
Candi date s i t e s  have been ente red in the data base wi thout priority 
and w i thout acompanyi ng data except locat ion . 

2 . 0 RATI N G  CRI TERIA AND PROCEDURE USED 

The main c r i te r i a  used in the rev i ew and prio r i t i zat ion o f  
cand idate conservat i on areas were derived from two i nte rnal CWS 
document s ,  made ava i l ab l e  to the Contractor : C r i teria for 
Establ i shing o r  Canc e l l ing M i gratory Bird Sanctuar ies ( Nov . 1 98 8 ) 
and National W i ldl i fe Areas System Plan ( June 1 98 9 ) .  In add i ti on , 
the Contractor was aided by the fo l l owing documents in the review 
and rat i ng of hab itat s i te s : Canada ' s  Spe c i al Plac e s  in the North 
( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  Canada ' s  Ramsar S i tes ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  Potent i al Western Hemi sphere 
Sho rebird Res e rve Network S i te s  for M igrant Shorebi rds in Canada 
( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  and Mari ne Ecological Areas Occas i onal Paper # 9 ( 1 9 90 ) .  

Documentat ion was provided to the Contractor by Canadi an Wildl i fe 
S e rv i c e  Headquarte rs , i n  the sequence they were subm i tted by each 
of the f ive CWS Re g i ons . S ince the material f rom the Pac i f i c  It 
Yukon Reg ion and the Western & Northern Reg ion was immediately 
avai lable ( as wel l  as more c omple te ) whi l e  the l i st s  f rom the more 
easterly reg i ons were not avai l able unt i l  some t i me later , the 
analys i s  was carr ied out sequent ially from we s t  to east . 

De tai l s  on the procedure used i n  evaluat ing the informat ion from 
e ach Reg ion are provided at the beg inning of the respect ive 
s ec t i ons of thi s  report . Data de f i c i enc i e s  and l im i tat i ons are 
al so out l i ned . S i te re ferenc e s  g iven in non-me t r i c  uni t s  have been 
converted to square - k i l omet re s , and al l l ocat i ons have been 
ident i f ied by means of l at i tude / long i tude centro ids in o rde r to 
fac i l itate i nput i nto the Nat i onal Conservat ion Areas Data Base . 



3 .0 RE GIONA L LI S TI N GS OF PRIORI TY HAB ITA T  SI TES 

3 .1 Priority M igratorY B ird Habitat in British Columbi a  

3.1.1 Priority Waterfowl Habitat S ites 

3 

The Pac i f i c  & Yukon Reg ion o f  CWS has ident i f i ed 3 8  s i tes w i thin 
Br i t i sh Co lumb i a  which should be i ncluded in the system of 
conse rvat ion areas . These c andidate areas cons i st of wet land and 
adj acent upl and habi tats throughout the prov ince . Two o f  the s e  
areas ( Lone some Lake and Cre ston Valley) are al ready fully 
protec ted ( Summe rs 1 9 9 0 ) , 1 3  remain completely unprotec ted , and the 
remainde r are current l y  in the process of be ing as s i gned some form 
o f  habi tat protect ion . 

The protjc t ed and s t i l l  unprotected areas cover 2 44 . 4  km2 and 
1 7 38 . 3  km , respect ively , whi ch togethe r represents an exoeedingly 
smal l f rac t i on o f  the Province ' s  total l and mas s o f  9 52 , 2 6 3  km • 

Each o f  these s ites i s  s i gn i f i c ant i n  i t s  own r i ght but , for 
vari ous reasons , some are more important than others . Thus a 
ranking sys tem mus t  be employed 'which enables the appl i cat ion o f  
evaluative c r i te r i a  such a s  use patterns ( ne s t ing , moult ing , 
staging ) and r i s k  ( natural predato r s , human d i sturbance ) .  I n  
add i t ion , ELC c r i t e r i a  mus t  b e  appl ied t o  ensure that the main 
ecolog ical reg ions of Br i t i sh Co lumb ia are represented in the 
invento ry of proposed cons e rvat ion areas . 

The analys i s , carried out acc o rd ing to the above criteri a , resulte d  
i n  the p r i o r i ty l i st i ng a s  present ed o n  the fol lowing page s . 
Unfortunately , support i ng informat ion on wate rfowl use and 
abundance i s  l ac king i n  the compi lat ions for Br i t i sh Co lumb i a  that 
were prov ided to the Consul t ant and could , therefore , not be 
cons i de red . 

Eco zone 3 - Pac i fic Maritiae 

# 1 . S i t e  1 
Locat ion : 

# 2 . S i te 2 
Locat ion : 

# 3. S i te 3 
Locat ion : 

# 4. S i te 4 
Locat ion : 

#5. S i te 5 
Locat ion : 

Boundar;, I}ay . 
49 0 4  N, 

'. Roberts B�nk 
4900 2 N , 

t 

1 2 2° 45 W 

t 
1 2 3°0 7  W 

Sturgeon I}ank t 
49° 1 0  N, 1 2 3° 1 5  W 

South Arm tMarshes t 
49° 06 N, 12 3°0 5  W 

P i t t  Compl,ex t 
4 9° 3 3  N, 1 2 2 °3 3  W 

S i z e : 2 0 1  km2 

S i z e :  1 6 2 km2 

S i ze : 78. 6 6  km2 

S i z e :  8 . 5  kina 

S i ze : 8 1 . 5 km2 



# 6 .  S i t e  6 
Locat ion : 

# 7 . S ite 7 
Locat ion : 

# 8 . S i te 8 
Locat i on: 

# 9 . S i t e  9 
Locat i on :  

# 1 0 .  S i te 1 0  
Locat i on : 

# 1 1 . S i te 1 1  
Locat i on : 

# 1 2 . S i te 1 2  
Locat i on : 

# 1 3. S ite 1 3  
Locat ion : 

# 1 4. S i te 1 4  
Locat ion : 

# 1 5. S i te 1 5  
Locat ion : 

# 1 6 . S ite 1 6  
Locat ion : 

# 1 7 .  S i te 1 7  
Locat i on : 

# 1 8 . S i t e  1 8  
Locat i on : 

# 1 9 . S i te 1 9  
Locat ion : 

# 2 0 . S i t e  2 0  
Locat ion : 

# 2 1 - S ite 2 1  
Locat i on : 

# 2 2 . S ite 2 2  
Locat i on : 

Skeena Co�plex , 
54°0 0  N ,  1 30°0 4  W 

Naden Harqour , 
54°0 0  N ,  1 32° 40 W 

De lkat l a  I, Kumd i s  t 
54°0 0  N ,  1 32°0 7  W 

Skide gate ,Channe l t 

53° 1 2  N ,  1 32°0 2  W 

Comox Com�l ex , 
49° 39 N ,  1 2 4°56 W 

Bayne s S04nd 
49° 26 N, 

, 

1 24°43 W 

Tof ino Fl�ts 
49° 12 N ,  

, 
1 2 5°0 4  W 

Cowichan I, Chema in�s 
48° 45 N, 1 23° 40 W 

Thompson �ivers , 
50° 40 N ,  1 20 °2 0  W 

Doug l as P�ate au t 

50° 1 5  N ,  1 2 0° 1 5  W 

Salmon Ar� 
50° 44 N ,  

, , 

1 1 9° 1 6  W 

Okanagan Y,al l ey I �huswap 
49° 50 N ,  1 1 9° 30 W 

Spr inghou�e / Alka�i Lake 
51 045N, 1 2 2° 1 0 W  . 

South Fra�er 
51° 1 8  N, 

Pl atea,u 
1 2 1 030 W 

1 0 8  M i l e  �ou s e  Com�lex 
51 ° 41 N ,  1 21 ° 20 W 

J an J o s e  � iver Val�ey 
51° 55 N, 1 2 1 ° 47 W 

R i s ke CreE;k Compl ex, 
51 ° 57 N ,  1 2 2° 33 W 

4 

S i z e : 41 km2 

Si ze : 33 km2 

S i ze: 49 km2 

S i z e : 7 3  km2 

S i ze : 1 9  km2 

S i ze : 2 7 .5 km2 

S i zes 35 km2 

S ize: 1 6  km2 

S i z e : 6 4  km2 

S i ze : 1 1 3  km! 

'S i ze : 3 . 6 km2 

River 
km2 S i ze : 6 5  

Compl ex 
km2 S i ze: 34 

S i ze : 1 3 2 km2 

S i ze :  50 km2 

Size : 6 km2 

S i z e : 7 2  kml 



# 2 3 . S ite 2 3  Chi l c o  Raqch , 
Locat ion : 5 1 °2 1  N ,  1 2 4°7 W S iz e : 1 1  km2 

# 2 4 . S i te 2 4  Chi lc o t i q  I Chi l �nko Complex 
Locat ion : 52°9 N ,  1 2 4°6 W S i ze : 3 7  km2 

#2 5 .  S i te 2 5  Stum Lake , , 
Locat i on: 52°1 8  N ,  1 2 3°0 1  W Size : 1 3  km2 

# 2 6 . S i te 2 6  Towdystan , l Abunt�e t Lakes 
Locat ion : 5 20 1 0 N , 1 2 50 9 W  S iz e : 26 km% 

# 2 7 . S ite 2 7  Lone some �ake t 

Locat i on : 5201 6 N , 1 2 5 04 4 W S i ze : 6 2 8  km2 

# 2 8 . S i te 2 8  Uppe r Col�mbi a  Riv�r Valley 
Locat ion : 51° 1 3  N ,  1 1 7° 1 0  W S i ze: 1 8 3  km2 

# 2 9 . S i te 2 9  Cres ton V�ll ey , 
Locat ion : 4 9°0 3  N ,  1 1 6°3 8  W S i ze : 8 4  km2 

Eco zo ne 4 - M on tane Co rd ille ra (Cen tral I n te r io r )  

# 3 0 . S ite 3 0  Vanderhoo� I Frase �  Lake Complex 
Locat ion : 53°5 9  N ,  1 2 4°0 2  W S i ze: 1 6 1  km2 

# 3 1 . S ite 3 1  
Locat i on : 

#3 2 . S i te 3 2  
Locat ion : 

Stuart R i �e r  
5 4°2 8  N ,  1 2 401 9

'
W 

Crooked R �ver , . 
5 4 .° 1 2  N ,  1 2 2 °4 0  W 

Eco zo ne 5 - Boreal Plai ns (No rthe r p  I nte rio r) 

# 3 3 . S ite 3 3  
Locat ion : 

# 3 4 . S i te 3 4  
Locat ion : 

# 3 5 .  S i te 3 5  
Locat ion : 

# 3 6 . S i te 3 6  
Locat i on :  

# 3 7 . S i te 3 7  
Locat ion : 

# 3 8 . S i te 3 8  
Locat ion : 

L i ard R iv�r t 

5 9°0 0  N ,  1 3 0°00 W 

Irene Lak� and Tor�id Cre ek 
5 901 8 N , 1 24°2 9 W 

Tr i angl e  �ake Area , 
59°59 N ,  1 2 6°4 0  W 

Upper Tes], in R iver t 

5 9°4 0  N ,  1 3 2°00  W 

Cec i l  Lak� , 
5 6°2 0  N ,  1 2 0°3 6  W 

Boudreau �akes COE�lex 
56°0 6  N ,  1 2 0°4 8  W 

S i z e : 4 km2 

S i ze : 3 km2 

Size : 1 2 4 km2 

S i z e : 3 3  km2 

S i ze: 7 km2 

S i z e : 1 96 km2 

S i ze : 1 3  km2 

S i ze : 3 8  km2 
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3.1.2 

1 • 

2 . 

3.1.3 

Priori ty Shorebird Hab i ta t  S i tes 

( As se s sment from Morri son et al . ,  1 9 91 ) 

Fraser R iver Delta , , 
Locat i on : 4 9°05 N ,  1 2 3°1 0  W S i ze : 2 1 5 km2 

6 

Area supports 6 0 6 , 000 shoreb i rds pr imari l y  Western 
Sandp ipers ( 1 0 0 , 00 0 ) ,  Dun l i n  ( 1 2 6 , 000 ) and stag ing for 
the Western Sandp iper may reach 500 , 00 0  - 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  in 
spr ing and autumn . 

Sugge sted Des ignation : I nternat i onal Shore b i rd Reserve 

T o f ino Flats / Ches�erman Be�ch 
Locat ion : 4 9°0 7  N ,  1 25°50 W S i ze : not g iven 

Secondary to Fraser R iver De lta for Western Sandpi pe r  
( 3 5 , 0 0 0 ) whi c h  i s  among the hig he s t  recorded o n  the We st 
Coast . 

Suggested Des ignat i on : I nternat i onal Shoreb i rd Reserve 

Prior ity Seabi rd Hab itat S i tes 

Documentat i on on conservat i on needs for pe l ag ic waterfowl is not 
ava i l able in a fo rmat that read i l y  perm i t s  priority a s s e s sment s to 
be made . However , recent pUb l i c at ions by Kai s e r  and Forbe s (1 9 92 )  
and Morgan e t  al . (1 9 9 1 ) ,  enabl ed l imited deduc t i on o f  conservat i on 
requ i rement s for sea- b i rds . This  analys i s  i s  brie fl y  presented 
below . 

Three mar ine areas are i dent i f ied o f f  the coast o f  Brit i sh Columb i a  
wh i ch warrant protec t i on as sea- b i rd hab i tat : 

# 1 .  The Scott I sl ands Group , o f f  the northwes t  t ip of Vancouver 
I sl and - and T r i angle I s l and in par t i cu l ar - prov ide the maj o r  
ne s t i ng hab i tat f o r  several burrow-nest ing alc ids , inc l uding 
Cas s in ' s  Aukl e t , Anc i ent Murre l e t , Rh inoceros Aukl e t , and 
Tuf ted Puf f in . In add i t i on ,  the area repre sent s the only 
known Pac i f i c  nest ing l ocat ion for the Thi ck-b i l l ed Murre and 
perhaps the Northe rn Fulmar . I t  appears obv ious that the 
Scott I s l ands Group should rece ive s e r i ous cons iderat ion for 
i nc l u s ion in the conservat ion area system . 

Sugges ted De s ignat i on : Seabird Re serve 

# 2. The P i ne. S t o rm and Tree I sl ands Group o f f  the northeastern 
t ip o f  Vancouver I s l and , contains the two larg e s t  Rhinoceros 
Auklet colonies on the we s t  coast . The i s l ands are al so maj or 
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nest ing areas for Leach ' s  Storm Pe trel and the Fork-t a il ed 
Storm Petrel . 
The area i s  already de s i gnated as "The Duke of Edi nburgh 
Eco l o g ic al Re s e rve " by the Br i t i sh Columbi a  Government . 

Suggested Des i gnat ion : Seab i rd Res e rve 

# 3 .  Kunghit I sl and and the Ke rouard I s lands ( o f f  the southe rn t ip 
o f  More sby I sl and in the Queen Charlotte I s l ands Group ) s erve 
as ne st ing hab i t at for Cas s in ' s  Auklet , Anc ient Murre l et , 
Rhinoceros Aukl e t , and Tufted Puf f in . In add i t i on, the area 
po s s e s s e s  a biolog ically interest ing and d iverse mammal i an 
fauna'that has evo lved separat e l y  from the mainl and ( Cowan and 
Guiget 1 9 6 5 ) . 

Suggested Des ignat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i f e  Area 

Othe r cons ide rat i ons : 
Most of the old g rowth fore s t  stands which are s t i l l  present in the 
Pac i f i c  Mar i t ime Ecozone. are at r i sk f rom c l e ar-cutt ing . Among 
othe r conservat ion val ue s , these fore s t s  prov ide t ree- ne s t ing 
hab i t at for the relat ively unc ommon Marbled Murre l e t . A s t atus 
report on this speci e s , and recommendat ions for the protection of 
i t s  hab i tat , is to be presented to COSEW I C  in Apr i l  1 9 9 2 . 

The re are othe r  spe c i e s  o f  nat i onal importance that are fully the 
re spons i b i l i ty of the prov inc i al government , and whose habi tat i s  
not protected. Federal -provinc i al c o s t - s haring and co-management 
agreement s o f f e r  a mechani sm to ensure the i r  protect ion . I n  
addi t i on t o  prov inc ial c rownlands , thi s mechan i sm c an also be 
appl i ed to nat ive l ands and m i li tary reserve s . Spe c i e s  habi tats 
which could be o f fe red protec t i on in this manner mi ght include 
tho s e  for : 

the whi t e  Kermode bear o f  the Terrace area and Princess Royal 
I sl and (apparently a true - breeding mutant o f  t he black bear ) 
the Whi te Pe l i can 
the Peale ' s  Pere g r i ne 
the Roo seve l t  e l k  
the Cal i fornia b ighorn 
the Spotted Owl . 
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3 . 2  Priori ty Migratory Bird Habi ta t  in Yu kon Terri to ry 

The Yukon Terri tory comp i l ers empl oyed a hab i t at c l as s i f i cation 
system whi ch d i s t ingu i shed (i ) c r i t i cal hab i tat areas , ( i i )  
sens i t ive habi tat areas , and (i i i ) important hab i tat areas . Th is 
approach read i l y  enabled the Contractor to  g roup and rank all  
cand idate sites w i th i n  a three- level priority system ( s imilar to  
that used for the Northwe st Ter r i t o r i e s ) .  Accord ingly , the 
category of C r i  t i cal Hab itat Areas repre sent s P r i o r i ty 1 ;  Sens it ive 
Hab itat Areas become Prior i ty 2 ;  and Important Habi tat Areas are 
classed as Priority 3 .  

Data have al so been prov ided f o r  the Yukon on the spe c i e s  and the i r  
abundance that are u s i ng e ach s ite f o r  spec i f i c  funct ions within 
the annual cycle . 

In evaluat ing and rat i ng the hab i tat s it e s  included i n  the base 
document , the Consul tant employed var i ous cons ide rat ions in 
add i t i on to the bas ic c r i t e r i a . Thes e  we re : ecolog i cal importance 
( ne s t i ng , moult ing or stag ing areas ) ;  d i ve r s i ty ( number o f  spe c i e s  
shar ing the same areas ; f rag ility ( suscept ib i l ity to d i s tu rbance ) ;  
and popu l at ion s i z e  in the context o f  nat i onal , reg i onal and l ocal 
populat i on total s . Prev ious des i gnat i ons such as I BP S i te s  or 
Ramsar S i tes were al so cons idered s i gn i f i cant . 

3 . 2 . 1 .  F i rs t Order Priori ty Waterf owl Hab i ta t  S i te s  

# 1 . S ite 3 5  
Locat ion : 

North Slo�e t 
6 9°1 0  N ,  1 3 8°4 3  W 

2 6 0 , 0 0 0  L e s s e r  Snow Gee s e  (stag ing ) 
1 8 , 00 0  Bl ack Brant ( stag ing ) 
2 0 , 0 0 0  Whi stl ing Swans ( breedi ng ) 
5 , 5 0 0  Whi st l i ng Swans ( moul t ing ) 
5 , 5 00 Old Squaws 

S i ze : 7 , 6 6 6  km2 

4 ,5 0 0  Sur f scoters'2 E iders , Mergansers and P i nta i l s  
Shoreb i rd s  - 23 0 /km 
CSPN S i te 3 6  

Suggested De s ignat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

Note : I n  e ssence , al l the l and const i tut ing the North 
Sl ope has been withdrawn f o r  conservat ion purpo ses 
cons i s tent w i th the I nuv i alu i t Final Agreement . Howeve r ,  
the propo sed area , so  c r i t i cal to m i g rato ry b i rd s , could 
be g iven added protect ion through de s i gnat i on as a 
M i g ratory B i rd Sanc tuary , i n  conform i t y  with Cl ause 7 
( 8 6 )  o f  the I nuv i al u i t  Final Agreement . 
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# 2 . S i te 4 Lower N i s�t l in R iv�r 
Locat i on : 6 0°2 8  N, 1 3 1°4 5  W S iz e : 890 km2 

# 3 . 

# 4 . 

# 5 . 

Ducks - Mal l ards , Scaup , Wi geon , Goldeneye and 
Green�winged Teal 

Geese - Canada Gee se 
Approx imate l y  1 1 0 b i rds spec i e s  frequent the are a .  
CSPN S ite 1 7  

Sugge s ted De s ignat i on: 
the area l ends i ts e l f 
Management Area . 

The wide biolog ical d ivers i ty o f  
t o  de s i gnat ion as a W i ldl i fe 

S i te 3 4  
Locat ion : 

Old C row �l ats I 
6 7°5 0  N ,  1 3 9°1 7  W 

An area r i ch in waterfowl hab i tat . 

S i ze: 7 , 1 0 6  km2 

Ducks- Up to one-ha l f  m i l l i on ducks could be ut i l i z ing 
the area in any " averag e "  year , cons i s t ing of Jl.o stly 
Scaup , Scoters , Oldsquaw , Canvasback , Go ldeneye and 
R ingnecks , plus Green-winged Teal , P i nta i l s  and Wi geons . 
Some Gee s e  and Swans 
Ramsar S i te 
I BP S i te 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on :  M i g ratory B i rd S anctuary 

S i te 7 
Locat ion : 

Tag i sh Na�rows I 
6 001 7 N , 1 3 401 6 W S i z e : 3 1  km2 

Maj or early spring stag ing area for waterfowl 
T rumpeter Swans 
Whistl ing Swans 
Ducks 
CSPN S i te 1 3  

Su��e sted Des ignat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary to 
prov ide protect ion pr imar i l y  for the T rumpeter Swans . 

S ite 9 
Locat ion : 

M'Cl intoc� Bay I 
6 0°3 3  N ,  1 3 4°3 0  W S i z e : 3 9  km' 

Th i s  i s  a short-durat ion early spring waterfowl stag ing 
area , but in c otit rast to the nearby Tag i sh N arrows s i te 
it  is a l s o  used for fall stag ing . Because of regulated 
f l ooding of ponds the re is some local product i on of ducks 
( Scaup and Scoters ) .  
C SPN S i te 1 2  

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : Mig ratory B i rd Sanctuary and, i f  
po s s i bl e , cont i guous with Tag i sh Narrows . 



3 . 2 . 2 . Second Order Priority Waterfowl Habi tat S i t e s  

# 1 . S i te 3 Dodo Lakel:l , 
Locat ion : 6 0°0 5  N ,  1 2 9°1 5  W S i z e: 2 5  km2 

Div ing ducks - s ign i f i c ant numbe rs ( moul t ing ) 
Trumpeter Swans ( breed ing ) 
Ducks and Swans ( st ag ing ) 
CSPN S i te 1 9  

Sugge sted Des ignat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

# 2 . S i te 2 2  B i g  Salmoq / S andy ,Lakes 
Location : 6 1°1 5  N ,  1 3 3°1 5  W 

Ducks and Swans ( breeding ) 
Canada Gee s e  ( s tag ing ) 

S i z e : 9 0  km2 

1 0  

Sugge s ted De s ignat i on : 
more det a i l  requ i red . 

M i g rato ry B i rd Sanctuary , but 

# 3 . S i te 1 0  Upper LabE;rg e  Lake , 
Locat ion : 6 0°5 7  N ,  1 3 5°0 5  W S i ze : 9 3  km% 

Extens ive marshlands al ong l owe r Laberge Cre e k . 
5 , 00 0  Ducks and 1 5 0  Swans ( stag ing ) 
3 , 0 00 Duc ks , 1 00 Gee s e , 3 6 0  Swans i n  the area o f  the 
delta on the Yukon River and the Laberge Creek marshes . 
CSPN S i t e  1 1  

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : M i g ratory Bird Sanctuary 

#4 . S i te 28 Re id Lake� , 
Locat ion : 6 3°2 5  N ,  137°1 0  W S ize : 1 8 6  km2 

Good breeding area for ducks ( no g e e s e  or swans recorded ) 
A maj or moult ing and early autumn stag ing area for ducks 
CSPN S i t e  2 7  

Sugge sted Des igriat ion : M i g ratory B i rd S anctuary 

# 5 . S i te 2 5  Von W i l c z E; k  Lake s , 
Locat ion : 6 2°4 2  N ,  1 3 6°4 5  W S i ze : 6 5  kmG 

4 , 0 0 0  Ducks - summer population 
A g roup o f  l ake s wel l  suited to duc k  produc tion 
CSPN S ite 2 4  

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 



# 6. S i te 1 6  Pickhandl� Lake J 
Locat i on : 6 1  °5 5  N ,  1 4 0°20 W S i ze : 8 3  km' 

A dense c ompl ex o f  smal l l ake s and pothol e s  

3.2 .3. 

1 , 5 0 0  - 2 , 3 0 0  Ducks , Geese , Swans , Loons and Grebes 
Trumpeter Swans 
I BP S i te 
CSPN S ite 1 

Sugge sted Des i gnation : Nat i onal Wildl i fe Area 

Thi r d  Order Pri ori ty Wate rfow l  Hab i ta t  S ites 

# 1 . S i te 6 L i t t l e  At�in Lake Qut let 
Locat ion : 6 105 5 N , 1 4 0020 W S i ze 1 47 km2 

1 1  

Early open water areas used by early mig rants 
Trumpeter Swans , Canada Gee se , Canvasbacks ,  Scaup , 
Goldeneyes and Buf f l eheads 
One o f  the maj or early spri ng stag i ng areas in the 
southe rn Yukon 
CSPN S i te 1 5  

Sugge sted Des ignat i on :  M i g ratory B i rd S anctuary 

# 2 .  S i te 2 T e s l i n  La�e J 
Locat ion : 60°3 0  N ,  1 3 4°0 0  W S ize : 5 0  km' 

Ducks , Gee s e  and Swans ( st ag ing ) 
8 5 0  Duc ks , 20 Gee s e  and 1 , 6 00 Swans ( spring c ounts ) 
1 , 5 0 0  Duck s  and 1 4 0  Swans ( autumn cou�ts ) 
CSPN S ite 1 6  

Suggested De signat i on :  M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 
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3.3 Priority Migratory Bird Habitat in the Prai rie Provinces 

The pr i o r i ty l i s t ing devel oped by Poston et al . «1 99 0 ) for the 
m i g rato ry b i rd habitat of the Pra i r i e  Prov inc e s , spe c i fi cal ly in 
regard to duck and goose produc t i on , mou l t ing and stag ing habi tat, 
recogn i z e s  three leve l s  of importance . Tho se hab i tats which are 
cons i dered to be of nat i onal impo rtance , are c lassed as first (or 
highe s t ) order p r i o r i ty , whil e  hab i tat areas that are of reg i onal 
or l ocal impo rtance are c ateg o r i zed as second and third o rder 
pr i o r ity , re spect ively . 

The me thod of evaluat i on and class ifi cat i on for prair i e  waterfowl 
habi tat i s  based on the Eco l o g i cal Land Class ificat ion (ELC ) 
system . I n  this hierarchical scheme , Ecoz one s , as the 
geographical l y  l argest units , are d iv i ded into several o r  more 
Ecoreg ions . F o r  the purpose of the m i g ratory b i rd habitat l i st ing , 
the ecoreg i ons we re furthe r d iv i ded into "Hab itat Subreg ions " .  It 
i s  these subreg ions whi ch were then examined for the i r  importance 
as wate rfowl habi tat , and c l as sed acc o rd ing to t he three - l evel 
p r i o r i t y  scheme . It must be recogni zed , however ,  that not all 
subre g ions contain s i gn ificant waterfowl hab i tat . In other case s , 
the pr i o r i ty evaluat i on deal s with spec ific waterbod i e s  whose 
pre servat ion offers a more real i s t i c  goal than the protec t i on o f  
the subre g ion a s  a whol e .  

3.3.1. First Order Priority Wate rfowl Habit at S i tes 

2 . 0 Mixed-Grass Prair i e  Ecoregi on 

# 1 . 2 . 3 4 S i bbald Plains" AB/SK , 
Locat ion : 5 1 04 0 N , 1 090 37 W 

Duck Hab i tat 

S i ze :  1 0 0  kma 

Breed i ng areas - upl and areas i n  the v i c i n i ty of al l 
wate rbodi e s  
Moul t ing area, - Dewar Lake , K i y i u  L ake , White Heron Lake 
Goose Hab i t at 
S t ag i ng areas - Beaufield Marsh , Crookshank ' s  Lake , Dewar 
Lake , Eyre Lake , He rrick Low Lake , S t reet Lake . 

All or part of the subregion is on the Mississippi Flyway. A portion 
of the subregion also forms a well-known goose hunting area. It is assumed, 
therefore, that the waterbodies used for staging and their immediate vicinities 
are protected, or noff-limits" to hunters. 



1 3  

Suggested Designation: National Wildlife Areas to 
conserve the waterbodies in the northeast and southeast 
sectors of the subregion. 

# 2 .  2. 6 1  Old Wives Lake" SK I 
Location: 5 0°1 0  N, 1 0 6°0 0  W 

Duck Habitat 
Nesting areas - no areas identified 
Moulting areas - Old Wives Lake 

Size: 6 00 km2 

Staging areas - Old Wives Lake, Chaplin· Lake 

Ancillary 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
4. 

Information: 
Colonial birds (nesting) - IN, 3 R , 3L3 

Colonial birds (non-breeding) - 1R 
Threatened species (nesting) - 1 N ,  3L 
Shorebirds (staging) - 1N, 1L 

�uggested Designation: National Wildlife Area. 

# 3 . 2 . 7 5  Upper Qu'Appel�e Plain, �K 
Location: 5 3°5 3  N, 1 0 2°26 W 

Duck Habitat 
Breeding areas - not listed 

Size: 3 0 0  km
2 

Moul ting areas - Axe Lake, Bank Lake, Stalwart Lake 
Stalwart Marsh 
Staging areas Axe Lake, Bank Lake, Boulder Lake, 
Kutawagan Lake, Stalwart Marsh 
Goose Habitat 
Breeding areas - Stalwart Marsh, Kutawagan Lake 
Moulting areas - nil 
Staging areas - Eyebrow Lake, Axe Lake, Bank Lake 
Ancillary Information: 

1 .  Threatened species - 4L 
2 .  Shorebird (staging) - lR 

Poston et al. ( 1990 ) state that Old Wives Lake is now nearly dry but 
is expected to recover once moisture conditions on the prairies improve. This 
statement presupposes that there is a cyclical nature to the water regime. It 
is conceivable, however, that as a consequence of the "greenhouse effect" the 
entire Palliser Triangle will become untenable for arable farming in the longer 
term. This possibility is recognized by the Government of Saskatchewan as a 
planning horizon (W. Pepper pers. comm. ). 

Refers to the number of migratory bird species present, other than 
waterfowl, which are of national significance (N), regional significance (R), or 
local significance (L). 
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Suggested De s i gnat ion : M i g rato ry B i rd Sanctuari e s  fo r 
the l akes l i sted above . 

4 . 0  Parkland Ecoregion 

# 4 . 4 .4 1  Ponass Lakes P�ain , SK t 

Locat i on : 5 2°2 7  N ,  1 0 3°5 8  W 

Duck Habitat 
Breeding areas - none l i ster 
Moult ing areas - Ranch Lake 

S ize :  4 0 0 km2 

Stag ing areas - Foam Lake, Leno re Lake , Charron/Edouard 
L�ke s , Houghton Lake , "Canola Pro j ec t" Lake 
Goose Hab i tat 
Breeding areas - Charron/Edouard Lake s , Deadmoose Lake , 
F i shing Lake , Foam Lake , Houghton Lake , Mantrap/ F l at 
Lakes , Ranch Lake , Sal ine Lake , "Kuroki Duc k  Factory" 
Lake . 
Moult ing areas - Foam Lake , Lenore Lake , Ponass Lake 
Stag ing areas - Lenore Lake 
Anc i l l ary I nfo rmat i on : 

1 .  Colonial b i rds ·  (breeding ) - 3 R , 1 L  
2 .  Co l onial b i rd s  ( non- breed ing ) - 1 R , 1 L  
3 .  Sho r e b i rd s  ( stag ing ) - 1 N  

Suggested Designat ion : National Wi ldl ife Area at Ponass 
Lake and adj acent uplands . 
M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary at Sal ine Lake . 

# 5 . 4 . 81 Shoal Lake Pla�n , MN t 

Locat i on : 5 0°2 7  N ,  9 7°3 6  W 

Duck Hab i tat 
Breeding areas - none l i sted 
Moult ing areas - Shoal Lake s 

S i ze : 4 0 0  km2 

Stag i n g  areas - l o cal at Marchy Point 
Goo s e  Hab i tat 
Breeding areas - Sho al Lake s , e spec i a l l y  Marshy Po int 
Moult ing areas - presumably in the s ame area 
S t ag ing areas - presumably e l s ewhere out of the subreg ion 
Anc i l l ary I nformat ion : 

1 .  Col oni al b i rds ( breed ing ) - 4N , 2 R ,  5 L  
2 .  Threatened spe c i e s  - 1 N  
3 .  Shorebi rds (stag i ng ) - 1 N  

Suggested De s i gnation : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

( Ranch Lake is probably Ranch Slough in which CWS had an interest since the 
late 19 608 under the direction of the late Nolan Perret. 
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7 . 0 M i d -Boreal Transi t i on Eco region 

# 6 . 7 . 3 2 Interlake Pl ai l'l ,  MN I 

Locat i on : 5 1°2 7  N ,  9 9°0 0  W S i z e :  1 6 00 km2 

Duck Hab i tat 
Breeding areas - Chat f ield Lake , Denn i s  Lake , Russel Lake 
Moul t i ng areas - Dog Lake 
Stag ing areas - Chat f i eld Lake and envi rons , Denn i s  Lake , 
Dog Lake , P inemute Marsh , Lake Man i toba Narrows , and Long 
Isl and , Portage Bay , Oak Is l and Marsh and Watchhorn Bay 
on Lake Man itoba . 
Goo se Hab i t at 
Breed ing areas - Mooseho rn Lake , Spruce Lake , Oak Lake , 
Lake Mani toba Narrows

· 
and Oak Isl and Marsh ; (and o f  

reg ional importance ) Denni s  Lake , Russel Lake , Dog 
Lake /Marshy Po i nt , P ine imuta Lake ; and (o f local 
impo rtance ) Chat f i e l d  Lake and env i rons 
Moul t ing areas - Dog Lake , Denn i s  Lake , Rus s e l  Lake , 
Chat f i eld Lake and envi rons 
Stag ing areas - throughout all of the lake s and water­
bod i e s  above 
Anc i l l ary Informat ion : 

1 .  Colonial b i rd s  (breed ing ) - 4N , 4 R , 1 L  

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary i n  the 
c entral and south o f  the subre g ion . 
Nat ional W i l dl i fe Area for the high concentrat ion o f  
colonial b i rd s  a t  the north end o f  the subreg i on .  

8. 0 Mid-Borea l  Mi xed Woods Ecoregion 

# 7 . 8 . 1 8  Beaver River PJ,a in , AB I 
Locat ion : 5 4°2 5  N ,  1 1 0°4 2  W S i ze : 4 0 0  km2 

Duck Hab i t at 
Breed ing areas - Forsyth Lake , Jes s i e  Lake 
Mou l t ing areas - Haro ld Lake , J e s s i e  Lake , Stebbing Lake 
Stag ing areas - Manatokan Lake , local stag ing at Jes s i e , 
Berr icki , Charl otte , Edward , Haro l d , and Maloney l ake s . 
Goo se Habi tat 
Breed ing areas - none l i sted 
Mou l t ing areas - none l i sted 
Stag i ng areas - Ber r i c k i  S l ough , Charlotte Lake , Edward 
Lake , Osborne Lake 
Anc i l l ary Informat ion : 

1 .  Colon ial b i rds (breed ing ) - 4N , 9 R ,  3 L  
2 .  Colonial b i rds (non-breed i ng ) - 2L 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 
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20 . 0  Mid-Boreal Lowlands Ecoreg ion 

#8 . 2 0 . 05 Upper Saskatcqewan De l �a , SK 
Locat i on: 5 3°4 4  N ,  1 02°3 0  W S i ze :  9 00 km2 

Duck Hab i t at 
Breeding areas - Cumberland Delta 
Moul t ing areas - Reader Lake , Redearth Lake , local ly at 
Bloodsucke r Lake , Egg Lake , No rth McGreg o r  Lake , Wapi sew 
Lake 
S tag ing areas of reg ional importance, Egg Lake , 
Kennedy Lake , Bouras sa Lake , and l ocal populat i ons at 
Bewley Lake , B i g  L ake , Bl oodsucker Lake , Meadow Lake , 
N is ku Lake , Pasqu i a  Lake , Wapi sew Lake , N .  McGregor Lake 
Goose Hab i t at 
Breeding areas - Saskeram Marshe s , B i g  Lake , N. McGregor 
Lake , Wap i sew Lake 
Moul t ing areas - Sas ke ram Marshes 
Stag i ng areas - all the l ake s ment i oned above 

Suggested Des i gnat ion: Nati onal W i l d l ife Area for the 
reg ion of c l u stered l ake s 

# 9 . 2 0 . 1 2  W i nnipe go s i s  p'lain , MN t 

Locat ion: 5 2°5 6  N ,  1 00°30 W S i ze:  4 00 km2 

3.3.2 . 

Duck Habitat 
Breeding areas - none l i s ted 
Moul t ing areas - none l i s ted 
Stag ing areas - Sagemace Bay and Swan Lake 
Goose Habitat 
Breedi ng area - Pel i can Bay 
Moul t i ng areas - none l isted 
Stag ing area - Sagemace Bay 
Anc i ll ary Informat ion : 

1. Colonial b i rds ( breeding ) - 1 N , 2R , 1 L  
2 .  Threatened Spec i e s  - IN 

Sugge s ted De s ignat i on : National W i l dl i fe Area in the 
north-wes t  sector o f  the subreg i on f o r  colonial b i rds . 

Second Order Priori ty Wa terfowl Habi ta t  S i tes 

The po i nt rat i ng sys tem of Poston et ale ( 1 9 9 0) refers to tho se 
hab i tat s whi c h  score from 4 0  79  points as be ing more o f  a 
re g i onal i mpo rtance than a nat ional importance . Th i s  appears 
reasonable but there are some anomal i e s .  For exampl e ,  8 . 7 7 Zama 
Lake Pl a i n  i s  in the category o f  local i mportance yet the Hay-Zama 
Lake s area has been de s i gnated as a Ra:msar S i t e  ( Gil lespie et aI , 
1 9 9 1 ) ,  with approximately 2 00 , 000 geese and 2 0 0 , 000 ducks stag ing 
the re dur ing fal l m i grat i o n . I n  any event , there are obvious 
second order and third order pr i o r i ty hab i tats of regional 
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importance w i  thin the 4 0  - 7 9  po i nt range . The second order 
habi tats will be priori zed and evaluated as those nominal l y  i n  the 
60 - 7 9  point range . 

8.0 Mid-Bo real Mixed-Woods Ecoregion 

# 1 . 8 . 6 9 Peace-Athabasc� Del tad � B  
Locat ion : 5 803 0 N , 1 1 1 3 0 W S ize :  3 6 00 km2 

The delta i s  one o f  the most important water­
fowl nes t ing , re st ing and feed ing areas in 
No rth Ame r ica ( Gi l lespie et aI , 1 9 9 1 ) .  Up to 
4 00 , 000 waterfowl re st and feed there dur i ng 
spr ing and over 1 , 000 , 000 during the fall 
m i g rat i on . Duck produc t i o n  i s  high . A s  wel l , 
the Canada Goose breeds the re and there is a 
large divers ity o f  other av ian spec i e s . 

The maj o r  part o f  the delta i s  s i tuated w ithin 
Wood Buf falo National Park �nd even then , and 
al though it i s  also cons idered a Ramsar S ite , 
i t  i s  not sacro sanc t .' The del ta area wi thin 
W . B . N . P. is included in the Cree Band o f  
Chipewyan Agreement . Thi s  Agreement with the 
Government of Canada c reat e s  a j o i nt W i l dl i fe 
Adv i sory Board . I f  this agreement i s  
implemented , there w i l l  be no further need t o  
make the Peace-Athabasca Delta a M ig ratory 
B i rd Sanctuary as wel l . 

Suggested Des i gnat ion : 
Sanctuary 

# 3 . 4 . 4 3  Qu i l l  Lakes Ba�in , SK I 

Locat ion : 5 1 05 4 N , 1 04 o1 3 W 

M i g ratory Bi rd 

S i ze : 1 5 00 km2 

The Qu i l l  Lakes ( Bi g , M iddl e  and L i ttle) , 
al though not h i g hl y  product ive o f  ducks , are a 
maj o r  stag ing area for geese , ducks ( produced 
in the surroundi ng smal l e r  s loughs ) ,  Sandh i l l  
C ranes , and shorebi rds . 

B i g  Qu i l l  i s  the s ite of a col ony o f  5 00 pai rs 
o f  Whi te Pe l icans and a maj o r  nest i ng place o f  
the endange red Piping Plover ( Gi l l espie et aI , 
1 9 9 1 ) .  
Ramsar S ite 

Sugge sted De s i gnation : Nat ional Wildl i fe Area 



# 4 . 7 . 07 Cooking Lake UEland , AB , 
Locat ion : 5 3°1 0  N ,  1 1 3°08 W S i ze : 2 0 0  km' 

# 5 . 

The Cooking Lake Upland comprises a numbe r of 
l ake s and s l oughs which are conta ined w i thin 
the Cooking Lake Fore st Preserve . These were 
o r i g inal l y  fede ral lands that were t rans f erred 
to the prov ince as a result of the Resources 
Transfer Agreement Act o f  1 9 3 0 .  Enc roachment 
by c i ty-dwel lers hol d i ng smal l parc e l s  of land 
i s  a maj o r  threat to the pre s e rve . 

The lake s and potho l e s  o f  the Cooking Lake 
Upl and have a good product ion o f  ducks. 
Cooking Lake i s  a maj o r  mou l t i ng area and B i g  
Hay Lake serves as a maj o r  stag ing area . 
Geese breed chiefly on M i quelon Lake East , and 
a l ocal populat ions of geese moult and stage 
on M in i s t i k  Lake . 

Colon i al b i rds o f  reg ional importance breed 
and ne s t  in the area l ake systems . 
A compe l l ing reason for safe- guarding the area 
is to maintain the natural eco systems of the 
Upl ands , and the inte g r ity of the many l akes 
that make up the eco reg ion . The l and i s  not 
s u i  table fo r farming no r are the lake s  o f  
recreati onal value . I f  the var ious 
encroachments were removed , the area ' s 
wat erfowl product iv i ty would l i kely i nc rease 
substant i al l y . 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : M i g ratory Bi rd Sanctuary 
for Cooking Lake and Hast ings Lake 

4 . 2 0 Beave rhi l l  Lak� Plain& AB 
Locat i on : 5 3°2 4  N ,  1 1 2 3 0  W S i ze : 2 00 km2 

Beaverhi l l  Lake , by i t s  s i ze , dominat e s  the 
sub-ecore g ion but the l ake i s  now much smal l e r  
than it was in h i s t o r ical t i me s . Abundant 
duck production occurs in the nume rous s l oughs 
north and south- east of the l ake . The re i s  
al so some l ocal goose produc t i on . Beaverh i l l  
Lake as a maj o r  s t ag ing area f o r  ducks , geese 
and swans and al though the l ake i tsel f is 
largely unproduc t ive the many wheat - f i e l d s  
part icul a r i l y  to the e a s t  o f  the l ake provide 
excell ent feedi ng - grounds . The l ake harbour s  
c o l o n i e s  o f  White Pel icans , Doubl e - c re sted 
Co rmorant s as we l l  as sho re b i rds . 
Ramsar S i te . 
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Sugge sted De s i gnation : I n  v i ew o f  the fac t  
that the l ake i s  al ready protected as a 
M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary , and by the provi nce 
as a "buffer-zone " ,  i t  l ends i t s e l f  to be ing 
de s i gnated as a Nat ional Wildl i fe Area . 

# 6 . 4 . 3 0 South Saskatch�wan R iver, Pla in , SK 
Locat ion : 5 2° 1 1  N ,  1 06°4 2  W S i ze: 1 00 km2 

A combinat ion o f  l o cal l y  and reg i onal l y  
important duck breed ing areas occur adjacent 
to the South Saskatchewan River ; s ome breeding 
geese use Pel ican Lake ; a stag ing area for 
ducks at Duck Lake and for geese at R i ce Lake , 
St rap Lake , Young S l ough , and Bradwel l  
Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area . 

The no rthern part o f  the subreg ion i s  
important from an hi stor i cal standpo int and 
the fact thit t h i s  was the no rthe rnmos t  area 
of pene t rat i on of the plains b i son in 
Saskatchewan ( Gordon , 1 9 7 9 ) . 

The area al so has some colonial breeding and 
non- breeding populat ions , threatened spec i es 
and important shoreb i rd popul at ions. 

Sugge sted De s i gnati on : Nat i onal W i l dl i fe Area 
( perhaps i nvol v i ng an extension of the boundari e s  
o f  the exi s t ing Bradwe l l  Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area 
on the east) . 

# 7 . 4 . 1 3 Edgerton Plain� AB/ S K  I 

Locat ion : 5 3°00 N ,  1 1 0°00 W S i ze : 2 00 kma 

Thi s  subre g ion whi ch st raddles the border 
between Saskatchewan and Albe rta , is dominated 
by a l arge wate rbody , Man i tou Lake . It i s  
charac t e r i zed b y  numerous smal l e r  l akes t o  
the southeast and southwe s t  o n  the 
Saskatchewan s i de ,  and by a cluster of lakes 
to the northwes t  ( the Baxter Lake s ) on the 
Alberta s i de . Man i tou Lake i s  s t rong l y  
s a l  ine . I t  s e rve s , in concert w i th Seag ram 
Lake , as a maj or stag ing area for ducks and a 
minor goose breedi n g  area . Seagram Lake i s  
also the maj o r  goose stag i ng area i n  the 
subreg ion . 

I n  v iew of the myr i ad o f  l akes present , i t  i s  
d i f f i cu l t  t o  understand why this  subre g i on i s  
not a hi ghl y  product ive waterfowl habi tat. 
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The sal i n i  ty o f  mo s t  waterbod i e s  may be an 
important factor . 

Suggested De s i litnat ion : This area should be 
de s i gnated as a Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area in two 
part s , the Baxter Lake s in A l berta and the 
Seagram Group o f  l akes in Saskatchewan , 
re spect ively . 

# 8 . 8 . 3 6 W i nagam i  Lake p,l ai n ,  AB t 

Locat ion : 5 5°3 7  N ,  1 1 7°0 0  W S i ze : 2 0 0  km2 

The subre g ion i s  dominated by two l arge l ake s . 
Lake Winagami to the south o f  McLennan , 
Alberta and Kimiwan Lake to the north o f  the 
town . Ducks produced w i  thin smal l e r  water­
bod i e s  i n  the subreg ion moult and stage there 
( along w i th ducks produced outs ide the 
subreg ion stage ) .  

The subreg ion i s  in the ag r i cul tural area o f  
the Peac"e River Bel t where f i e ld crops have 
d i f f iculty matur ing because of the sho rt 
growing season . No doubt thi s  forms a maj o r  
att ractant for stag ing ducks and , to a l e s ser 
degree , for geese . The stag i ng ducks , no 
doubt , come from the Hay-Zama Lakes area. 

SUlillite sted Des i gnat ion : Lake W i n i g ami and 
Kimiwan Lake should be de s i gnated as Migratory 
B i rd Sanctuar i e s . 

# 9 . 8 . 4 3 C l ai rmont P l a i q , AB t 

Locat i on : 5 5°1 2  N, 1 1 9°0 0  W S i ze : 1 00 km2 

Ducks and geese use thi s subre g ion for s t ag ing 
onl y , pr imari l y  on Bear Lake . Bear Lake is at 
the cent re of the Bear R iver drainage system 
whi ch is suppl ied by nume rous small l ake s . 
The Bear R iver d i scharge s  into the Smoky 
R iver . 

The re i s  no s ignif i cant product i on o f  ducks or 
geese in t h i s  subre g ion but Bear Lake is a maj o r  
stag ing area f o r  ducks that are produced elsewhere . 
Thi s  subreg ion i s  probab l y  s i tuated on a f l yway and 
the agr i cultural crops se rve to attract ducks and 
geese m i g rat ing through the area . 

Sugge sted De s ignati o n : Nat i onal W i ldli fe Area 

20 



3.3.3. Thi rd Order Priority Waterfowl Habitat S it es 

#1 . 7 . 03 Buf falo Lake P�ain , AB , 
Locat ion : 5 2° 2 4  N, 1 1 2° 5 0  W S i ze : not known 

Thi s  i s  a smal l subreg i on dominated by Bu ffalo 
Lake w i th extensive small lake s to the north 
of the ma in lake . Buf falo Lake rece ives some 
use by stag i ng ducks . 

#2 . 2 . 2 0 Lake Newe l l  PI�in , AB , 
Locat ion: 5 0°2 5  N ,  1 1 2°0 0  W S i ze : not known 

Extens ive l ake system ( 7  majo r lake s) used 
pr imar ily by stag ing duc ks . San Franc i sco Lake i s  
a major lake invo lved i n  goose breed ing and l ocal 
stag ing . Locally impo rtant for breeding and stag ing 
geese . 

#3 . 4 . 7 9 De lta Marshes , ,MN , 
Locat i on : 5 0°0 0  N ,  9 8°00 W 

#4 . 

#5 . 

Few ducks breed in the delta on 
Lake Man i toba but are s t i ll 
adjacent s l oughs . Canada 
introduced and thr ive . This  i s  
area f o r  geese . The area has 
value . 

4 . 07 Castor Plai n , �B 
Locat ion : 5 2°00 N ,  l '1 2000

'
W 

S i ze : not known 

the south sho re of 
plent i ful in the 
Gee s e  have been 

now a majo r s tag ing 
primar i l y  h i storic 

S i z e : not known 

Shoot ing Lake and Erskine Lake are the maj o r  
waterbo d i e s  w i t h  breed ing duck and goose 
popul at ions , and stag i ng hab itat o f  reg ional and' 
local s igni f i cance . 

4 . 5 9 Sour i s  R i ve r  PJ,ain , SK , 
° ° ' Locat ion : 4 9 1 8  N ,  1 02 5 0  W S i z e : not known 

Al though the product ion of ducks in t h i s  
subre g i on has b e  err small ( le s s  than 5 , 0 00) , 
the new Rafferty Dam poses an oppo rtunity to 
enhance waterfowl product ion ( see EARP Panel 
Repo rt #4 3 ) ,  and to inc rease the number o f  
stag ing geese . Another pos s ib i l ity e x i s t s  f o r  
increas ing duck product ion be low the Raf f e rty 
Dam . 

2 1  



2 2  

#6 . 8 . 1 9 Moostoos Upl anq , SKI AB , 
Locat ion : 5 500 0 N , 1 1 000 0 W S i z e : not known 

I mportant mainly for coloni al b i rd breed i ng 
throughout a fairly extens ive l akes system to 
the we st and east of Primrose Lake . 

#7 . 2 . 3 9 Soundi ng Creek ,Pla in , A� 
Locat i on : 5 1 °3 6  N, 1 1 1° 1 5  W 

3.3.4 

S i t e  1 

S i te 2 

S i ze : not known 

Reg i onal l y  important as a goose stag i ng area , 
part i cularly with reference to Antelope Lake , 
Grays Lake and Oldman Lake . The subreg ion i s  
characte r i zed by an extens ive l ake system and 
po s se s s e s  a we l l - known goose hunt ing area . 
The area i s  also h i st o r i c  pronghorn antel ope 
rang e wh ich has only recentl y  been re­
occup i ed . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : M i grat o ry B i rd Sanctuary f o r  all 
o f  the above s i te s . 

Prio ri ty Shoreb i rd Hab i ta t  S i te s  

A s s e s sment from Morri son et al a ( 1 9 9 1 ) and Pos ton et ala 
( 1 9 90 ) . 

Old. W ives Lake I Chapl in Lake , SK 
( See Subreg ion 2 . 6 1 )  

1 2 4 , 2 00 shoreb i rds o f  wh ich 5 1 , 7 00 were Sanderl ings ( 4 6% 
o f  total N . A. and S . A .  popul at ion ) 
Ba i rd ' s Sandpipers - 2 9 , 9 00 
P ip ing Plovers 

Sugge sted Des ignat i on :  Reserve for Endangered Shorebi rds 

Qu i l l  Lake s , SK 
( See Subre g ion 4 . 4 3 )  

Approx imat e l y  2 1 4 , 9 00 sho reb i rds on 3 maj o r  l akes ( Bi g  
Qu i l l , M iddl e Qu i l l , Li ttle Qu i l l ) 
Chi e f l y  S anderl ings but al so Hudsoni an Godw i t , Marbl ed 
Godwi t ,  Red Knot , S t i l t  Sandpi per ,  Yel lowl e g s , Least 
Sandp ipe r ,  Long- b i l led Dow itche r  and Red-necked 
Phal arope . B i g  Qu i l l  Lake i s  the mo st important s ite for 
Piping Pl ove r ( 1 1 % of the Great Plains popu l at ion ) . 

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : Re serve for Endangered Shorebi rds 



S i te 3 

S i te 4 

S i te 5 

S ite 6 

Alberta / Saskatchewan Borde r Reg i on , AB/ S K  
( See Subreg ions 4 . 1 1 ,  4 . 1 2 ,  4 . 1 3 )  

2 3  

A c ompl ex o f  1 2  majo r l ake s which ho ld approx imate ly 
1 5 0 , 000 sho rebi rds between them , including Sande rl ings , 
Red-necked Phal arope s and Ba i rd ' s  Sandp ipers . 
Second largest bre ed ing popul at ion o f  Piping Plover i n  
Albe rta and Manito Lake , Sask . centre the complex . 

Sugge s ted De s i gnat ion : Re se rve for Endange red Sho rebi rds 

Oak Hammock Marsh , �N 
Locat ion : 4 9°4 0  N ,  1 0004 5

'
W Siz e :  3 6  km2 

S i g n i f i cant numbe rs o f  Whi te- rumped Sandpipers , Sho rt­
b i l led Dowitchers , Hudsonian Godw i t s  and Yel l owle g s . 

Suggested De s ignat ion : Reg i onal Shore b i rd Re serve 

Beave rh i l l  Lake , AB 
( See Subreg ion 4 . 2 0) 

Approx imat e l y  2 3 , 5 00 shorebi rds stag ing , c h i e f l y  Red­
nec ked Phal aropes and Pecto ral Sandpipers . 

Suggested De s i gnat ion : Re g ional Sho rebi rd Re se rve 

Hanria Area , AB 
( See Subreg ion 2 . 3 9 )  

F i ve l ake s impo rtant for Piping Plove r  breed ing . About 
4 2 - 5 7% o f  Alberta popu l at ion found the re . 

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : Re se rve for Endangered Shorebi rds 

S i t e  7 Nel son R i v,er / Hayes R i ver , MN 
Loc at i on : 5 7°01 N ,  9 2 01 0, W S i ze : 1 00 km2 

Spr i ng and summe r m i g rat i on averages 1 0 , 7 5 0- 1 6 , 1 6 5  sho rebi rds 
Approx imat e l y  3 , 5 00 Red Knot s  
Hudsonian Godw i t  are al so nume rous 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Re g ional Sho re b i rd Re serve 

S i  te 8 Churchi l l " MN , 
Locat ion : 5 8°4 8  N ,  9 4°05 W S i ze : 2 00 kma 

Large breedi ng area for shorebi rds 
M i grant stop-over inc l udes 6 , 000 Ruddy Turnstones the 
large st concent rat ion in Canada 

Sugges ted Des i gnat ion : Re g ional Sho re bi rd Rese rve 
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3 . 4  P r iori ty Migratory B i rd Habitat in t he Nort hwest Territo r i e s  

The k e y  m i g ratory b i rd habi tat s i t e s  i n  the NWT have been 
ident i f i ed by Al exander et al . ( 1 9 9 1 ) accord ing to a three -level 
priori  ty clas s i f i cat ion ( s im i l ar to that for Yukon Terri to ry.l . 
H i ghest pr i o r i ty habi tats are l i sted i n  Append ix A- 1 o f  the main 
document . Appendi x  A - 2  i dent i f i e s  i ntermed i ate pri o r i ty hab i tat 
locat i ons , and Appendix A- 3 l i st s  the lowes t  pr i o r i ty habi tat 
s i tes . 

I n  the current exe rc i se , the habi tat l i st ings compris ing each �f 
the three append ices have been rev i ewed , ranked in order o f  
decrea s i ng importance , and the mo st appropriate form o f  protect i on 
i dent i f i ed for each l ocat ion . Where rel evant , s i te ident i f i cat ion 
a�cord ing to "Canada ' s  Spec i al Plac e s  i n  the No rth" ( CSPN ) - the 
1 9 8 2  Northe rn Conservat ion Lands I nventory - are al so ind i cated . 

I t  should be noted that the A- 1 , A- 2 ,  and A- 3 l i st ing s include 
already ex i s t ing M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuar i e s  in the Northwes t  
Ter r i t o r i es . The se have been evaluated but n o t  pri o r i t i zed unl e s s  
there are compe l l i ng reasons for boundary extens i ons for a chang e  
in status f rom M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary to Nat i onal W ildl i f e  Area. 
Thi s  informat ion i s  pre sented as an annex to the pre sent sec t i on . 

3 . 4 . 1 .  F i rst Order Priority Waterfowl Habi tat Site s 

# 1 . S i t e  5 5  RasmussenJLowl and� 
Locat i on : 6 8°40 N ,  9 3°00 W S i z e : 5 , 2 7 8  km2 

5 , 000- 6 , 000 Tundra Swans - 4%5 

1 3 , 000 Greater Whi te - f ronted Gee se - 1 0% 
5 , 000- 6 , 000 L e s s e r  S now Geese 
1 0 , 000- 1 5 , 000 Oldsquaw 
30- 000- 3 5 , 000 K i ng E iders 
5 00 , 000 Shoreb i rds 
8 4 5 , 000 Lapl and Long spurs - 9 5% 
5 00- 1 , 000 Sabine ' s  Gul l s  - 2 to 5 %  
7 Pe re g r i ne Falcon ne st site s . 

The Rasmussen Lowl ands support a h i gh d i  vers i ty and 
dens i ty o f  summer i ng bi rds . In the o rder o f  1 . 5 million 
b i rds are found the re , be long i ng to 46 spec i e s  o f  which 
3 5  are known breeders . 
CSPN S i te 9 3  
Ramsar S i te 

Sugge sted Des i gnat i o n :  Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

Estimated proportion of total national population 



# 2 . S i t e  2 7  Berl i ngue't1 I nlet I 
Locat ion : 7 1 01 5 N , 8 506 0 W S i ze : 1 1 , 1 4 1  kma 

# 3 . 

1 4 , 7 00 Greater Snow Gee se - 7% 
Terns , Gull s , Fulmars , sea-ducks and Peregrine 
Falcons nes t  and feed within the area. 
The s i te encompas ses the coastal zone and 
surround ing l owl ands o f  Berni er Bay and 
Berl i nguet I nlet and . Southern Admi ral ty 
I nlet . It is a gent l y  roll ing coastal plai n  
of very low relie f .  Compared to areas t o  the 
north , east and south , thi s  i s  a re lat i ve 
oasi s .  The connect ion to Bernier Bay and 
thence to Prince Re gent I nlet which forms part 
of the Northwater Channe l through Lancaster 
Sound , provides acc e s s  to a maj o r  sea mammal 
feeding area as well as pol ar bear hunt ing 
area . Cari bou hunt ing of a maj or part of the 
Cent ral Baf f i n  Herd occurs to the east o f  
Mof fet Inlet . 

Suggested De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

S i te 4 3  
Locat ion : 

Southeast�rn Macke�z i e  Mount ains 
6 1 °4 0  N ,  1 2 3°3 0  W S i ze : 1 , 9 7 6  km2 

T rumpeter Swans - 1 5% 
Dall ' s  sheep and Woodland ( Mountain ) Cari bou 
are maj o r  mammal spec i e s . Because woodland 
cari bou populat ions are threatened e l sewhere 
( Al be rt a ) ,  it i s  i mportant to safeguard the 
spec i e s  he re . 

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : Nat i onal W i ldlife Area 

# 4 . S i t e  38 Foxe Bas i q  I s l and� 
Locat ion : 6 8°0 0  N ,  7 5°0 5  W S i ze : 3 , 0 0 0  km2 

I nc l ude s Pr i nce Charles I sl and , A i r  Force 
I s l and and the south-central sho res o f  Foley 
I s l and . 
1 , 8 0 0  Atlant i c  Brant - 1 %  
Sab i ne ' s  Gul l s , Great e r  Snow Gee s e , e leven 
colonies of Arc t i c  Terns , King E ide rs , 
Oldsquaws . 
Shoreb i rds abundant 
C SPN S ite 9 9  

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 
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# 5 . S i t e  3 7  North Sr.i q e r  I s la�d 
Locat i o n :  6 8  3 3  N ,  7 8°4 5  W S i ze: 3 4 1  km2 

Atlant i c  Brant - 1 %  
Sabine ' s  Gul l s , Arc t i c  Terns , Oldsquaws , Pac i f i c  Loons , 
Red-throated Loons 
CSPN S i te 1 05 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i l d l i fe Area 

# 6 . S i te 50 Jenny L i nq I sl and / 
Locat i on :  6 8°4 3  N ,  1 01 °5 8  W S i ze :  3 3 5  km2 

3 3 , 000- 5 0 , 000 Le sser Snow Gee s e  - 2% 
900 Ro s s ' Geese 
1 , 5 00 Canada Gee s e  
D iverse as sembl age o f  shore b i rds 
Smal l he rd o f  Muskoxen 

Sugge s ted De s i gnat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

3 . 4 . 2 . Second Orde r  Priority Waterfow l Habitat S i tes 

# 1 . S i te 7 1  Northeast /Ungava �ay 
Locat i on : 5 9°4 0  N ,  6 5°3 0  W S i z e : 22 5 km2 

Northe rn Common E i der - 7 %  
Three archipe l ag o s  i n  3 separate s i tes on the northeast 
coast of Ungava Bay have a nes t ing populat i on of about 
6 , 7 00 pai rs 

Suggested Des i gnat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

# 2 . S i t e  7 3  S l eepe r  I �l ands / 

Locat i on : 5 7°3 0  N ,  7 9°4 5  W S i ze : 2 2 6  km2 

# 3 . 

Hudson Bay Common E i der - 1 4% 
There i s  an ove rwint e r i ng population around polynyas near 
Bel che r I s l ands 
A rc t i c  Terns , Gl aucous Gul l s  and Herr ing Gul l s  

Suggested De s i gnat ion : Nati onal Wi ldl i fe Area 

S i te 47 North Arm /Great S l �ve Lake 
Locat i on : 6 2°1 9  N ,  1 1 4°2 3  W S i ze : 1 , 1 29 km2 

1 5 4 pai r s  o f  Casp i an Terns ( breeding ) - 1 %  
Spr i ng m i g rat ion - s it e  i s  i c e  f ree early 
1 0 ' s o f  thousands o f  waterfowl congre gate in spring 
2 0 , 5 00 Canada Geese 
1 2 , 000 Le sser and Great e r  S caup 
Tundra Swans 
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I BP S i te 

Sugge sted Designat i o n : Nati onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 4 . S i te 1 8  Inglef ielq Mounta �n 
Locat i on : 7 7°2 0  N ,  7 9° 1 5  W S i ze : 1 4  km2 

I vo ry Gul l s  - 3 5% 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Seabi rd Reserve 

# 5 . S i te 3 8  Foxe Bas i q  I s l and� 
Locat ion : 6 8°00 N ,  7 5°05 W S iz e : 3 , 000 km2 

Sabine ' s  Gul l s  - 1 8% 
King E iders , Northern Common E iders , Olds quaws 
Herr i ng Gul l s  and shorebi rds 

. Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 6 . S i t e  6 8  E ider I s I �nds t 

Locat ion : 60°5 0  N ,  6 9°2 0  W S i ze : 7 2  km2 

4 , 1 00 N .  Common E i ders ( ne st i ng ) - 4% 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal W i ld l i fe Area 

# 7 . S i te 72 Koktac ArGhipe l ag� 
Locat ion : 5 9°1 5  N ,  7 8°00 W S i ze : 5 3 0 km2 

I s lands o f f  the east coast o f  Hudson Bay 
Hudson Bay Common E i ders ( ove rw i nte r i ng populat ion ) - 5% 
Arc t i c  Tern , Glaucous and Herring Gul l s  

Suggested Designat ion : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 8 . S i t e  46 Northwe st ,Po i nt t 

Locat ion : 6 1°4 3  N ,  1 1 5°3 0  W S i ze : 1 km2 

# 9 . 

Caspi an Terns ( a  smal l i s let i s  the l ocat i on o f  the 
l argest known colony i n  N . W . T . ) - 1 %  
I nc ludes one o f  the largest gul l e r i e s  o n  Great S l ave Lake 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Seabi rd Reserve 

S i te 2 6  
Locat ion : 

Northwe st�rn Brod�ur Peninsula 
7 3°3 7  N ,  8 7°4 5  W S i ze ' 1 0  km2 

I vory Gul l s  - 2 4% 

Suggested Des i gnat i on :  Seabi rd Re se rve 



# 1 0 .  S ite 6 9  Plover anq Payne �sl ands 
Locati on : 60°1 0  N ,  6 9°3 0  W S i ze : 2 2 0  km2 

Northern Common Eider - 4% 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : M i g rato ry B i rd Sanctuary 

# 1 1 . S i te 7 4  
Locat i on : 

North Belqher I s I �nds 
5 6°4 5  N ,  7 9°4 0  W S i ze : 6 2  km2 
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Hudson Bay Common E ide r ( mainly o n  Laddi e  and Spl i t  
I sl ands ) - 7 %  
Arct i c  Terns , Glaucous and Herring Gul l s  
CSPN S i t e  1 3 4 . 

Sugge s ted De s i gnat i o n : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area 

# 1 2 . S i te 1 7  Sydkap Ic� F i e ld t 

Locat i on : 7 6°2 3  N ,  8 5°06 W S i ze : 1 km2 

I vory Gul l s  - 1 2% 

Sugge sted Designat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

# 1 3 . S i t e  7 0  Gyrfal con t l s l and t 

Locat i on : 5 9Q06 N ,  6 8°5 8  W S ize : 1 50 km2 

Northern Common E i der - 4% 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

# 1 4 . S i te 7 5  Sal i ku i t  J; s l ands t 
Locat io n : 5 6°2 2  N ,  7 7°4 0  W S i ze : 6 5  km2 

Hudson Bay Common E i de r  - 2% 
Arct i c  Terns , Gl aucous and He r r i ng Gul l s  

Suggested D e s i gnat i on : Nati onal Wi ldl ife Area 

# 1 5 . S i te 1 9  Eastern D�von I s I�nd 
Locat i on : 7 5°05 N ,  8 0°5 0  W S i ze : 4 km2 

I vory Gul l s  - 3 %  

Suggested Des i gnat ion : Seab i rd Re se rve 

# 1 6 . S i t e  6 3  
Locat i o n : 

Frase r  I s.l,and t 
6 3°2 9  N ,  7 8° 3 0  W S i ze : 3 5  km2 

Northe rn Common E i de r  - 3% 

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area 
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# 1 7 .  S i te 5 8  Turton I s� and t 

Locat i on : 6 6°2 4  N ,  8 2° 5 5  W S i ze : 2 km2 

Northern Common E i de r  - 2% 

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : Nat i onal Wildl i fe Area 

3.4 .3. Thi r d  Or de r  Priority Wat erfowl Habitat S i t e s  

# 1 . S i te 2 0  Coburg I s �and t 

Locat ion : 7 5 °5 0  N ,  7 9°2 5  W S i ze : 6 km2 

At Cambridge Po int approximately 3 0 , 0 0 0  Black-legged 
Kitt iwake s nes t  al ong the cli f f s  - 1 6% ( 1 / 3  of N . W . T  
populat i on ) 
King E iders ( s tag i ng ) 
1 6 0 , 0 0 0  pairs o f  Thick- b i l l ed Murres ( th i rd l argest 
col ony i n  N . W . T . ) - 1 1 % 
polynyas pre sent 
Whi t e  Whal e s , Narwhal s and Bowhead Whal e s  
R i nged Seal s , Bearded Seal s and Harp Seal s 

· I BP S i te 
CSPN S ite 1 3 0  

Suggested De s i gnat ion : 

# 2  . S i te 6 6  Hant z s ch J; sl and t 

Locat i o n : 6 1  °5 6  N ,  6 5°0 1  W 

Nati onal W i ldl i fe Area 

S i z e : 1 km2 

5 0 , 0 0 0  pairs Thick- b i l l ed Murres - 3� 
5 , 0 0 0  pai r s  Black- l eg ged Kitt iwakes - 2% 
Some Gl aucous Gul l s  
Nearby pol ynyas att ract al l o f  the mar i ne mammal s  
I BP S i t e  

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : 

# 3 . S ite 3 5  Cape Sear�e t 

Locat ion : 6 7° 1 4  N ,  6 2° 2 8  W 

Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area for 
Flag ship I sl and . 

S i ze : 2 km2 

Largest Northern Fulmar colony i n  Canada - 2 7 %  
H arp seal s and Wal rus , occas i onal l y  Polar Bears 
I BP S i t e  

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : National Wi ldl i fe Area 
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# 4 . S i te 6 7  Akpatok I �l and , 
Locat ion : 6 0°2 5  N ,  6 8°08 W S ite : 3 2  km2 

# 5 . 

Two l arge colonies o f  Thick- b i l led Murre s at northe rn and 
southern ends cons i st i ng o f  1 7 3 , 000 and 1 2 0 , 000 pairs 
re spectively - 2 0% 
Black Gu i l l emot s ,  Pere g r i ne Fal cons 
Gyrfalcons 
Mar i ne mammal s and Polar Bears 
I BP S i te 
CSPN S i t e  1 00 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal Wildl i fe Area 

S ite 1 6  
Locat ion : 

Skru i s  Po � nt 
7 5°4 0  N ,  8 804 3

'
W 

Black Gu i l l emot s  

S i ze : 3 1  km2 

Largest concent rat i on i n  C�nada - 1 to 3% 
Mar ine mammal s  and Polar Bears 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 6 . S i t e  2 2  Hobhouse J;nlet , 
Locat i on : 7 4°2 8  N ,  8 6°5 0  W S i ze : 1 0  km2 

7 5 , 000 pai rs o f  Northern Fulmars - approx . 2 0% 
The i nl e t  faces Lancaster Sound and has a h i gh 
product i v i ty for Whi te Whale s ,  Narwhal s ,  R i nged Seal s , 
Harp Seal s and Polar Bears 
Must be v i �wed in conjunct ion with Cape L iddon ( S ite 2 1 ) 

Sugges ted Designation : 

# 7 . S i te 2 1  Cape L iddon , , 
Locat ion : 7 4°3 7  N ,  9 1° 1 0  W 

Nat i onal W i l d l i fe Area 

S i z e : 3 . 5  km2 

1 0 , 000 pai r s  o f  Northern Fulmars - 3 %  
Adj o i ni ng Rad stock Bay i s  impo rtant for mari ne mammals 
and Polar Bears 
C SPN S i te 1 2 6  

Note : I f  an amal g amat i on o f  S ite 2 1  and S i t e  2 2  i s  not 
po s s i bl e , then the area around Cape L i ddon should be 
expanded to include Radstock Bay . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal Wi l dl i fe Area 

# 8 . S i t e  64 D i g g e s  So�nd , 
Locat ion : 6 2°3 3  N ,  7 7°3 5  W S i z e : 1 2  km2 

1 8 0 , 000 pai rs o f  Thi c k- b i l l ed Murres - 2 0% 
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A second colony o f  1 07 , 000 pai rs breeds at Cape 
Wolstenholme on the Ungava Peninsula d i rectl y to the east 
ac ro s s  D i g g e s  Sound 
The only col ony o f  Atlant i c  Pu ff ins in N . W . T .  i s  found on 
Dome I sl and 
8 7 0  Black Gu i l lemots are al so pre sent 
Marine mammal s  and polar bears frequent the area 
CSPN S i t e  9 8  

Note :a The obv ious area o f  concern i s  much l arger than the 
1 2  km denoted above and must include the D i g g e s  I s l ands , 
Dome I sl and and the mainl and east o f  D i g g e s  I s l ands i n  
spite of the div ided j u r i sdict i ons . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area 

# 9 . S i te 3 6  Re id Bal t t 

Locat i on : 6 6 5 6 N , 6 104 6 W S i ze : 5 km2 

2 00 , 000 pai rs of  Thi c k- b i l led Murre s - 1 4% 
1 0 , 000 pai r s  o f  Northe rn Fulmars - 3% 
I BP S ite 

Sugge sted Des i gnat i on :  
o f  the area ' s  
a M i g ratory 
management i s  

No des i gnat ion pos s i b l e  because 
i so lation . Pe rhaps sui table as 
B i rd Sanctuary provi d ing no 
requ i red . 

# 1 0 .  S i t e  1 4  North Ken� I .land� 
Locat ion : 7 6°3 0  N ,  8 9°4 0  W S i z e : 1 6  km' 

May represent a large Black Gui l l emot breed ing popu l at ion 
Some Northe rn Common E iders present 
Mari ne mammal s  c ommon 
I BP S i t e  

Sugge sted Designation : 
i nc lude Cal f I s l and ) 

Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area ( should 

# 1 1 . S i t e  1 3  
Locat i on :  

Ba i l l ie - tHami l to� I s l and 
7 5°4 5  N ,  9 4° 1 7  W S i ze : 1 km2 

3 , 000 pai rs of  Black- legg ed Kitt iwake s - 2 %  
a t  Wash i ngton Po i nt 
I BP S i te 

Suggested De s i gnat i on : Seab i rd Reserve 
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3 . 4 . 4  Priority Shorebird Habitat S ites 

# 1 . Site 25  Cre swe l l  �ay , 
Locat i on : 7 2°4 5  N ,  9 3°4 0  W S i ze : 2 , 1 7 8  km2 

3 . 4 . 5  

Nearly 2 0 , 0 0 0  b i rd s  ( mostly shorebi rds ) ne st i n  the area 
King E i ders ( nest i ng and stag i ng ) 
Olds quaw ( ne s t ing and moul t i ng ) 
Northern Fulmars , Black- le gged Kitt iwakes forage in the 
area 
CSPN S i te 1 1 2  
I BP S i te 

Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : Shore b i rd Re se rve 

Re-evaluation o f  Exi s ting Migratory B i rd Sanctuaries 

( f rom Appehd i ces A- I and A- 2 )  

Note : The se s i tes are pre sented in no order o f  
p r i o r i ty . 

S i te 3 Ande rson � i ver Del�a 
Locat i on : 6 9°4 2  N ,  1 2 9°0 0  W S i ze : 4 9 1  km

! 

S i te 6 
Locat i on : 

Al though the i nner area along the banks o f  the Anderson 
R i ve r  i s  now a M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary , an extens i on o f  
the boundar i e s  i s  j u s t i f i ed , a s  i s  a change i n  s tatus 
f rom M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary to Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area . 
Out s ide o f  i t s  obvi.ous importance as a m i gratory 
wat e rfowl breed ing , moult ing and stag ing area , the 
h i gh d i ve r s i ty of pas s e r i ne spec i e s  and shorebi rds , 
and the pos s i b i l ity o f  the Sanctuary b e i ng a 

ne s t i ng s i te for the rare Eskimo Curlew , all lend 
just i f i cat i on to the creat i o n  o f  a Nat i onal 
Wi ldl i fe Area . The presence of g r i z z ly bear and 
barren-ground cari bou are added j u s t i f ications . 
I BP S i te 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

Egg R i ve r , 
7 2°4 0  N ,  1 2 303 0

'
W S i ze : 2 0 , 5 1 8  km' 

The area o f  the Egg Rive r  M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary i s  
i nc l uded as 7 ( 1 ) ( b )  lands i n  the l ands selec t i on pro c e s s  
under the I nuvi alu it F i nal Agreement . 
CSPN S i te 1 2 0 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : No change i n. status i s  recommended 
but a new management reg ime may have to be i nstal l ed to 
reflect the changed l and owne rship . 



S i t e  3 0  South Bll q t  I sl an� 
Locat ion : 7 2  5 5  N t  7 9°3 0  W S i z e :  1 ,  5 1 1  km 2 
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Th i s  s i t e  i s  s i tuated within the Bylot I s l and M i g ratory 
B i rd Sanctuary . A threat to the Greater Snow Geese 
nes t i ng s i tes is po s s i bl e , if the s i te is to be included 
wi thin the proposed Ecl ipse Sound - By lot I s land Nat ional 
Park . However ,  protect ion could be as sured in the same 
manne r as for the Whoop ing Crane ne s t i ng area with i n  Wood 
Buf falo Nat i onal Park . 
CSPN S i t e  1 0 9  

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Change i n  management regime onl y  

S i te 3 9  Great Pl a�n of Ko�dj uak 
Locat ion : 6 6°1 0  N t  7 4°0 0  W S i ze : 1 2 , 9 3 1  km2 

The Dewey Soper M i g rat o ry � i rd Sanctuary appears to 
be an adequate de s i gnat ion for the s ite . The 
sanc tuary adequat e l y  protects the ne st ing habi tat 
of the Le s ser Snow Goose with the except i on of 
Garne t Bay and Cory Bay . T h i s  is the j ewe l in the 
c rown of the m i g ratory b i rd sanctuary s ystem . The 
Bowman Bay Wi ldl i fe Sanctuary i s  an anomaly as a 
consequence o f  spl i t  j ur i sdic t i ons . This 
unsat i s f actory s i tuat i on should perhaps be 
co rrected by de s i gnat in'g the ent i re complex as a 
Nat i onal W i l dl i fe Area . 
Ramsar S i t e  
I B P  S i te 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : Nat i onal W il d l i fe Area 

S i te 5 1  Queen Mauq Gul f t 

Locat ion : 6 7°0 0  N ,  1 00°3 0  W S i ze : 5 3 , 9 2 5  km2 

Thi s  i s  an i mportant sanc tuary for Ros s ' Geese and 
Le s se r  Snow Geese ( 1 5 %  o f  the Nat i o nal populat i on ) ,  
as we l l  as for other waterfowl spec i e s . 
The d i ve r s ity o f  the av i f auna and i nc reased use o f  
the area b y  muskoxen and a s  a calvi ng area by 
car i bou , leads to the conc l u s i on that a change in 
status to a Nat i onal Wi ldl i f e  Area shoul d be 
cons i dered . 
Ramsar S i te 
I BP S i te 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : N�t i onal W i l dl i fe Are a 



S i te 5 7  McConnel l  ,Rive r  , 
Locat i on : 6 0°5 0  N ,  94°2 0  W S i ze : 4 , 94 0  km2 

2 1 8 , 1 7 0  pai rs o f  Le s s e r  Snow Geese - 24% 
Smal l Canada Gee s e  
Sandh i l l  C rane s  
Large dive rs i ty - 1 1 1  othe r b i rd spec i e s  
The McConne l l  R i v e r  M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 
occup i e s  an area around the mouth of the r iver and 
the ad.j o ining coastal l owlands . I n  v i ew of the 
recent expans i on o f  the goose ne s t i ng and feeding 
areas , and the presence of car i bou and polar bear , 
enl argement of the s i te and de s i gnat i on as a 
Nat i onal . Wi l dl i fe Area i s  recommended .  Ramsar S l.te 
I BP S i te 

Suggested De s ignat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i f e  Area 

S i te 5 9  Boas River , 
Locat i on : 6 3°4 5  N ,  8 504 0

'
W S i ze : 5 , 40 2  km2 

9 5 , 2 0 0  pairs o f  L e s s e r  Snow Gee s e  - 1 0% 
Atlant i c  Brant 
Canada Gee s e  
Tundra Swans 
Dive r s i ty - 3 0  or more b i rd spe c i e s  
Becau s e  o f  an exi s t i ng pol ynya near Cape Kendal l ,  
pol ar bear and seven mar ine mammal spe c i e s  are 
present . The Harry G i bbons M i g ratory B i rd 
Sanc tuary remains central to the area but Cape 
Kendall and E l l  Bay should be i ncorporated in order 
to encompass the areas with the g reatest b i o l o g i cal 
d ivers ity . 
I BP S i te 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : 

S i te 6 0  East Bar ' , 
Locat i on : 6 4  1 0  N ,  8 2°3 0  W 

Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

S i ze : 2 , 5 0 6  km2 

2 1 , 3 0 0  pai rs o f  L e s s e r  Snow Gee s e  - 2% � 

1 1 , 0 0 0  pai r s  o f  Northern Common E iders - 6% 
Mari ne mammal use o f  the area i s  no t extens ive or 
dive rse . Nat ive Bay is an important hab i tat for 
feeding and brood rearing , hence another m i g ratory 
b i rd sanc tuary could be l ocated there . Howeve r ,  i t  
should no t b e  c ont i guous w i th the East Bay 
M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary so as not to block acc e s s  
to the Be l l  Peninsula from Co ral Harbour . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : No change 

34 



S i te 7 6  Twin I s laqds 
Locat i on : 5 3°1 0  N ,  8 102 0

'
W S i ze : 1 , 2 2 3  km2 

2 5 0 , 0 0 0  Lesser Snow Geese ( stag ing ) - 1 4% 
Casp i an Terns - 1 %  
Eastern Canada Gee se 
I mpo rtant stag i ng area for shorebi rds 
Polar Bear denn i ng s i t e  and summe r retreat 
I BP S i te 
CSPN S i te 1 3 6 

Sugge sted Des ignat i on : No change 

S i te 78 Akimi ski � s l and , 
Locat i on : 5 3°1 0  N ,  8 10: W  W S i ze : 1 , :d 2 3  km! 

Caspian Terns - 1 %  
Akim i s k i  I s l and appears to b e  used by waterfowl and 
sho re bi rds for moult i ng and stag ing , and to a 
l imited extent for breeding . 
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Sugge sted De s ignat i on : The Akim i s k i  I s l and M i g ratory 
B i rd Sanctuary shoul d be extended to cover the who le 
i s l and . 

S i t e  7 Thomsen R�ver I 

Locat i on : 7 400 0 N , 1 1 904 5 W S i ze : 1 4 2  km2 

The present Banks I s land M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary No . 2 
i s  used princ ipal ly as a moult ing area by Lesser Snow 
Gee s e  and by Black Brant . 
CSPN S i te 1 2 1  

. 

Sugge sted De s i gnat ion : No increase i n  s i ze o f  the 
sanctuary i s  recommended but the Thomsen River area i s  
w i  thin a propo sed nat i onal park . The Canad i an Parks 
S e rv i c e  must be made to real i ze that they w i l l  i nhe r i t  a 
maj o r  wi ldl i fe management problem w i th the explod ing 
mus kox populat ion on the I sl and and in the area . 
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3 . 5  Priority Migratory B i rd Habitat in Ontario 

The documentat i on prov ided to the Contractor for Ontar i o  was 
con f i ned to the Lake E r i e  and Lake Ontar i o  shore l i ne wetlands . No 
data were made ava i l able in regard to m i g ratory bird hab i tat 
l ocat i ons in northern , north-central , and eastern Ontar i o . Thi s  
informat i on w i l l  be incorpo rated i f  and when suppl ied by the 
Cl i ent . In the meant ime , reference wi l l  be included in respect to 
habi tat s i tes that have been ident i f ied by the I nternat i onal 
B i o log i cal Prog ram or under the Ramsar Convent ion . 

I t  i s  apparent , that all l ocat i ons l i sted in the Canadi an Great 
Lake s Wet l ands Cons e rvat i on Act i on Plan must be cons i de red as f i rst 
order priority habi tat s it e s . They are dealt w i th here in the 
orde r sugge sted by C . W . S .  Ontario Reg i on . Some o f  the s i t e s  from 
the above Action Plan we re found to be repeated in the second-orde r 
p r i o r i t y  l i s t i ng suppl ied ; they were e l iminated from the l atter 
g rouping in o rde r to avo i d  dupl i cation i n  the record . As there i s  
no supporting data ava i l able for the second orde r l i st , no pri o r i ty 
rat ings have been attached to the se ent r ie s : 

No attempt has been made by CWS Ontario Re g ion to rel ate the l�sted 
hab i tat s i te s  to the ELC system ; this reference is thus mi s s ing 
from the Ontari o  l i s t ings i ncorporated in thi s  report . An 
addi t i onal d i f f i culty was that the areal extent o f  many s i te s  was 
not g iven nor was the exact l ocat ion of a numbe r of s i t e s  
ident i f i ed .  The Contractor was able to d i scover some o f  the se 
s i te s  on 1 : 5 0 , 0 0 0  topographi c  maps but othe rs could not be found . 

3 . 5 . 1 .  F i rst Order Priority Waterfowl Habitat S i tes 

# 1 . S i te 1 Dunv i l l e  �arshe s , 
Locat i on : 4 2°5 3  N ,  7 9°3 5  W S i z e : 5 km2 

An important we tl and in need o f  rehab i l i tat i on and 
pro tect ion . I mpo rtant to waterfowl . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 2 . S i t e  2 Long Po i n� Wetlan� Complex 
Locat i on : 4 2°3 6  N ,  8 0°1 5  W S i ze : 7 0  km2 

The complex inc lude s :  B i g  Creek Marshe s , Long Po int 
Marshe s ,  Turkey Po i nt Marshe s , Long Point I nner Bay , Lee 
Brown Marsh ( Long Po int Conse rvat ion Autho r i t y ) ,  
Provi nc i al Waterfowl Management Are a , Long Po int Company 
Marshe s . 
Pri vate Marshe s ( 4  km2 ) 
I mpo rtance to Waterfowl - maj o r  spring and autumn stag i ng 
area 
Ramsar S ite 
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Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Na t io nal Wi l dl i fe Ar e a  
encompass ing B i g  C re e k  Marshe s , Long Po int Marshe s , 
Turkey Po i nt Marshe s and Long Point Inne r Bay . 

# 3 . S i te 3 Oshawa Seqond Mar�h 
Locat ion : 4 3°5 0  N ,  7 8°4 8  W S i ze : 4 km2 

Large st remaining coastal wetl and in the Gre ater Toronto 
area . 
Impo rtance to wate rfowl - rehab i l i tation wi l l  enhance 
waterfowl produc t i on . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 4 . S i te 4 Rouge Riv�r Marsh�s 
Locat ion : 4 3°4 8  N ,  7 9°0 7  W S i ze : 8 km2 

From Lake Ontari o  to H i ghway 4 0 1  and H i ghway 2 .  
I mportance to waterfowl rehab i l i  tat i on may restore 
concent rat i on o f  breed ing waterfowl whi c h  have dec l ined 
in past years . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 5 . S i t e  5 Rondeau B�y Marsh�s 
Locat i on : 4 2°1 7  N ,  8 1°5 2  W S i ze : 2 0  km' 

H i ghly s i gn i f i cant coastal wetl and system . 
Importance to waterfowl - impo rtant waterfowl stag ing and 
produc t i on area . 

Sugge sted Des i gnat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 6 . S i te 6 Coote s Pa�ad i se ( �e s tern End Ham i l ton Harbpur ) 
Locat ion : 4 3°1 7  N ,  7 9°54  W S i ze : 8 .  4 km� 

# 7 . 

D iverse and product ive coastal we tland . 
I mportant breed ing s i te for wat e r f owl . Large spe c i e s  
divers i ty . 

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : National W i ldl i fe Area ( in co­
ope rat ion with the Royal Botani cal Garden ) 

S i te 7 
Locat i on : 
Locat i on : 

Walpo le I � l and an� Lake St . C l a i r  Wetlands 
4 203 5 , N ,  8 203 3 , W  S i ze : not known 
4 2°2 7  N ,  8 2°2 5  W S i z e : not known 

The Walpol e  I sland we tlands are ent i re l y  managed by an 
I nd i an Band Counc i l . 
The Lake S t . C l a i r wetlrnds are a de s i gnated Nat i onal 
Wi ldl i fe Area of 2 . 4 4 km . 



# 8 . 

# 9 . 
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Importance to waterfowl - maj or produc t i on area i n  an 
extens ive marsh system under threat . 

Suggested De s i gnat i on : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area for the 
bal ance of St . C l a i r  Marshe s , and a Co-ope rat ive W i ldl i fe 
Management Area on Walpo l e  I s land with the agreement of 
the Band Counc i l . 

S i  te 8 Severn SOl.lnd I 

Locat i on : 4 4°4 5  N ,  7 9°4 4  W S i ze : not known 

Most important wet l and s in Southe rn Ontario . 
The area extends to : Penetangui shene Bay Marsh , H o g g  Bay 
Marsh , Sturgeon Bay Marsh , Matchedash Bay , Wye Marsh . 
Importance to water fowl - maj o r  water fowl ne s t i ng area ; 
h i gh spec i e s  divers ity . 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : Nat i onal W i ldl ife Areas for e ach 
bay , exc lud i ng the Wye Marsh . 

S i t e  9 P o i nt Pe l �e Marsh I 

Locat ion : 4 1°5 7  N ,  8 2°3 0  W S i z e :  1 1 . 1 3  km2 

The Marsh i s  s i tuated in Po int Pelee Nat i onal Park . 
The Marentette Drainage scheme i s  threatening the Pe l ee 
Marsh . 
I mpo rtance to waterfowl - maj or waterfowl ne s t ing area . 
H i gh spe c i e s  dive rs i ty .  

SUfgested De s ignat ion : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area for 0 . 8 3 
km o f  the Merentette Drainage Scheme which w i l l  remain 
as wet l ands . 

3. 5 . 2 .  Second Order Prior ity Waterfowl Habi tat Sites 

( Pre sent ed in no o rder o f  pri o r i ty ) 

Lake Ontario Wet lands 

S i te 1 Amhe rst I � l and Ma�shes ( Sand Bay ) 
Locat ion : 4 4°0 8  N ,  7 6°4 5  W S i z e : not known 

S i te 2 Bainsv i l l e Bay 
Locat ion : not known 

S i te 3 Barr i e r  Beach 
Locat ion : not known 

S i te 4 Bay o f  Qu� nte I 

Locat ion : 4 4°0 7  N ,  7 7° 1 5  W 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : 0 . 0 9 km2 

S i z e : not known 



S i te 5 Carruthe r ' s  Creek Marsh ( Shoal Po int Marsh ) 
Locat ion : not known S i ze : 0 . 1 4 km2 

S i te 6 Cataraqu i , Marshe s , 
Locat i on : 4 4° 1 4  N ,  7 6° 3 0  W 

S i t e  7 Cranberry Marsh 
Locat i on : not known 

S i te 8 Cre d i t  Riv,er Mars� 
Locat i on : 4 3°3 3  N ,  7 9°3 5  W 

S i te 9 Darl ingtoq Creek , 
Locat i on : 4 3°5 3  N ,  7 8°4 2  W 

S i te 1 0  Duf f i ns C�eek Mar�h 
Locat i on : 4 3°5 0  N ,  7 9°0 2  W 

S i te 1 1  Frenchman � s  Bay M�rsh 
Locat i on : 4 3°4 7  N ,  7 9°04  W 

S i t e  1 2  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 3  
Loc ation : 

S i te 1 4  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 5  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 6  
Locat i on : 

S i te 1 7  
Locat i on : 

S i t e  1 8  
Locat i o n : 

S i te 1 9  
Locat i on :  

S i te 2 0  
Locat i on : 

S i te 2 1  
Locat ion : 

Humb e r  Riv,er Mars�e s  
4 3°3 6  N ,  7 9°2 8  W 

L i tt l e  Ca�araqui �ars he s  
4 4° 1 4  N ,  7 6°3 2  W 

Lowe r Nap�nee Riv�r 
4 4°1 5  N ,  7 7°0 0  W 

Lynde Sho :r;e s 
4 3°5 1  N ,  7 805 8

'
W 

Po i nt Pet�e , 
4 8°5 1  N ,  7 7°0 9  W 

Pre s qu ' i l �  Bay Ma�sh 
4 4°0 0  N ,  7 7°4 3  W 

Rattray M�rsh , 
4 3°3 1  N ,  7 9° 3 6  W 

Sandbanks , Beach , 

4 3°5 4  N ,  7 7° 1 6  W 

Sawgui n  Creek Marsh 
not known 

S ixteen M � l e  Cree� Marsh 
4 3°1 1  N ,  7 8° 1 9  W 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : 0 . 1 6 km2 

S i ze : 0 . 0 1 km� 

S i ze : 0 . 6 7 km2 

S i ze : 0 . 6 3 km2 

S i z e : 0 . 2  km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : not known 

S i ze : 0 . 0 9 kmZ 

S i ze : 2 . 1 6 km2 

S iz e : not known 

S i ze : 0 . 08 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : 0 . 0 7 km2 
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S i te 2 2  We s l eyv i l J, e  Marsh , 
Locat ion : 4 3° 5 4  N ,  7 8° 2 4  W 

S i te 2 3  West Lake , Wetland , 
Locat ion : 4 3°5 6  N ,  7 7° 1 5  W 

S i te 2 4  Wol fe I s I �nd Compl,ex 
Locat i on : 4 4°0 7  N ,  7 6°2 8  W 

Bay o f  Qu inte Wetlands 

S i te 1 
Locat i on : 

S i te 2 
Locat ion : 

S i te 3 
Locat i on : 

S i t e  4 
Locat ion : 

S i te 5 
Locat ion : 

S i te 6 
Locat i on : 

S i te 7 
Locat i on : 

S i te 8 
Locat ion : 

S i te 9 
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 0  
Locat i on : 

S i te 1 1  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 2  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 3  
Locat i on : 

Bald 

Bald 

B i g  

B i g  

B i g  

Head ,Beach , 
4 4°0 0  N ,  7 7°3 6  W 

Head , I s l and , 
4 4°0 1  N ,  7 7° 3 6  W 

Bay M�rsh , 
4 4°0 7  N ,  7 7°1 8  W 

I s l anq Marsh , 
4 400 6 N , 7 70 1 3 W 

Sand I}ay 
4 3°5 6  N ,  

, 

7 6°5 5  W 

Carrying Place 
not known 

East Lake ,Outl e t  , 
4 3°5 4  N ,  7 7° 1 3  W 

Fox I sl anq , 

4 4°0 1  N ,  7 7° 3 6  W 

Hay Bay M�rshe s  ( �i t t l e  
4 4°0 5  N ,  7 7°0 2  W 

Huyck ' s  Bay 
not known 

Lower Nap�nee Riv�r 
4 4°1 2  N ,  7 7°0 1  W 

Muscote B�y 
4 4°0 6  N ,  7 7° 2 0

' 
W 

Pleasant I}ay , 

4 3°5 7  N ,  7 7°3 0  W 

4 0  

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : not known 

S i z e : no t known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

C re e k , W i l ton Creek ) 
S i ze : not known 

S i ze : no t known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 



S i te 1 4  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 5  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 6  
Locat i on : 

S i te 1 7  
Locat ion : 

S i te 1 8  
Locat i on : 

Po i nt Ann� Marsh , 
4 400 9 N , 7 70 1 8 W 

Sagu in Cr�ek 
4 4°0 6  N ,  7 70 2 1

'
W 

Twelve O ' G l ock Po �nt 
44°0 3  N ,  7 7°3 6  W 

We l l e r ' s  �ay Wetl�nd 
4 4°0 2  N ,  7 7° 3 5  W 

West Lake ,Wetland , 
4 3°5 7  N ,  7 7° 1 5  W 

Lake E r i e  Wet l ands 

S i te 1 Canard Riv.er Mars� 
Locat i on : 4 2°1 0  N ,  8 3°0 5  W 

S i t e  2 Cedar Cre�k Marsh�s 
Locat i on : 4 2°0 1  N ,  8 2°4 7  W 

S i te 3 Det ro i t  R�ver Mar�he s 
Locat i on : 4 2° 1 4  N ,  8 3°0 7  W 

S i te 4 Grand Riv�r Marsh�s 
Locat ion : 4 2°5 1  N ,  7 9°3 4  W 

S ite 5 H i l lman C�eek Mar�h 
Locat ion : 4 2°0 2  N ,  8 2°2 9  W 

S i  te 6 I ro quo i s  �each , 
Locat i on : 4 2°3 7  N ,  8 0°5 0  W 

S i te 7 Mans Marsh 
Locat i on : not known 

S i te 8 Muddy ,Creek Marsh 
Locat i on : not known 

S i te 9 Nant i coke ,Creek M�rsh 
Locat i on :  4 2°4 8  N ,  8 0°04  W 

S i te 1 0  Pelee I s l �nd Mars�e s 
Locat ion : 4 1  °4 6  N ,  8 2° 3 8  W 

S i te 1 1  Ruscom Shqre s I 

Locat i on : 4 2°1 8  N ,  8 2°3 8  W 
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S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : 4 . 4 7 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : 5 . 2 2 kma 

S i ze : 2 . 6 7 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : no t known 

S i z e : 0 . 0 8 km2 

S i ze : 0 . 0 8 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 



S i te 1 2  
Locat i on : 

S i te 1 3  
Locat i on : 

S e l k i rk , 
. 4 2°4 8  N ,  7 905 7

'
W 

Sturgeon C reek 
not known 

S i te 1 4  Tremblal �each , 
Locat i on : 4 2  1 8  N ,  8 2° 3 1  W 

S i te 1 5  Wheat l e y  q reek Ma�shes 
Locat ion : 4 202 6 N ,  8 2°0 5  W 

Long Point Marshes 

S i te 1 Dedr ich Gre e k  
Locat ion : not known 

S i te 2 Pe r i pheral Marshes 
Locat ion : not known 

Pelee I sland Marshes 

S ite 1 
Locat i on : 

S i te 2 
Locat i on : 

F i s h  Po i nt, 
4 1°4 3  N ,  8 204 0

'
W 

L i ghthous� Po int , 
4 1°4 9  N ,  8 2°3 9  W 

Lake St . Clair Wetlands 

S i te 1 Bradley ' s  ,Marsh , 
Locat i on : 4 2°2 0  N ,  8 2°2 6  W 

S i  te 2 H i  tche l l  ' Ej  Bay I 

Locat i on : 4 2°2 8  N ,  8 2° 2 5  W 

S i t e  3 St . C l a i r tNWA , 
Locat ion : 4 2°2 2  N ,  8 2°2 5  W 

S i te 4 St . ·  Luke s , Bay , 
Locat ion : 4 2°2 5  N ,  8 2° 2 5  W 

S i te 5 Thame s Ri"ter Marsh, 
Locat i on : 4 201 9 N , 8 202 7 W 

Rondeau Bay Marshes 

S i  te 1 Eri eau MaIjshes , 
Locat ion : 4 2° 1 6  N ,  8 1°5 5  W 

4 2  

S i z e : not known 

S i ze : 0 . 1 7 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : 0 . 4 4 km2 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i z e : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze. :  not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 



S i  te 2 Pointe au� Pins , 
Locat ion : 4 2° 1 7  N ,  8 1°5 3  W 

Detroi t  River Wetlands 

S i te 1 Fi ght ing � s l and M�rsh 
Locat i on : 4 2°1 4  N ,  8 3°0 6  W 

S i  te 2 Gras sy I s.l, and I 

Locat ion : 4 2° 1 3  N ,  8 3°0 8  W 

S i  te 3 Peche I sl �nd I 

Locat ion : 4 202 1 N , 8 2o5 5 W 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

S i ze : not known 

3 . 5 . 3  Priority Shorebird Habitat S ites 
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A s s e s sment f rom Morri son et al . ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  Gaston ( 1 9 9 1 ) and 
Blokpoe l  and Scharf ( 1 9 9 1 ) 

S i te 1 Jame s Bay , , 
Locat i on : 5 2°3 6  N ,  8 1 °4 6  W 

4 maj or s i tes along we st coast 
7 , 0 0 0  - 1 5 , 00 0  Red Knots 
1 0 , 0 0 0  Hudson i an Godwit 

S i z e : not known 

Up to 6 0 , 0 0 0  o f  othe r spec ie i of sho re b i rds 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : I nternat i onal Shore b i rd Re serve 

S i te 2 Pre s qu ' i l �  Provi nGi al Park 
Locat i on :  4 3°5 9  N ,  7 7°4 0  W S i ze : not known 

5 , 9 5 0  - 7 , 00 0  Dunl in 
2 0 , 0 0 0  shorebi rds dur ing spr ing m i g rat i on 

Note : No Colon i al B i rd or Shore b i rd p r i o r i ty areas could 
be dete rmined f rom the above referenc e s . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Reg i onal Shore b i rd Re serve . 



3 . 6  Priority M ig ratory Bird Habitat in Quebec 

3 . 6 . 1 Priority Wate rfowl Habitat S ites 
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CWS Quebec Re g i on has ident i f i ed s ix pr ior ity hab i tat reg ions in 
connect ion with the impl ementat i on of the Eastern Habi tat Jo int 
Venture Program ( 1 9 9 0 - 94 ) .  W i thin four o f  the se reg i ons , v i z . the 
Ab i t i b i  Lowlands , the Ottawa River Val ley , the Ri che l ieu River 
Val ley , and the Lac St . Jean and Saguenay Lowl ands' , spec i f i c 
compl exes o f  we tl and are as have been ident i f i ed as cand idate areas 
for protec t i on . These hab i tat areas were rev iewed and rated 
acc o rd i ng to the i r  importance as mi g ratory b i rd habi tat . 

The re are some obvious omi s s i ons in the documentat ion provided by 
the Que bec Reg ion . For exampl e ,  re ference to the east shore o f  
Jame s Bay and Hudson Bay i s  complete l y  omi tted . S im i l arly , central 
Quebec and Ungava are not deal t w i th . Accordi ng to Di gnard et al e 
( 1 9 9 1 , p . 1 9 ) , the l evel o f  informat ion requ i red to prior i t i z e  
waterfowl habi tats f o r  those coastl ine s and inte r i o r  reag ions i s  
not yet ava i l abl e . Undoubtedl y , Quebec Hydro i s  in po s se s s ion o f  
a large body o f  waterfowl popul at ion and hab itat data for the 
ex i s t ing and propo sed hydro-electric development schemes in the 
Jame s Bay reg ion ( La Grande , Grand Bal e ine and Nottaway-Broadback­
Rupert ) but the Contractor has no acce s s  to such i nf o rmat i on . 

As in the case o f  Ontar i o , Quebec Re g i on has not refe renced i t s  
hab i tat p r i o r i ty areas to the ELC system . According l y , ecologi cal 
l and un i t s  could not be used in rat ing the Quebec informat i on . 

# 1 . Abi t i b i  Lowlands j ! 

Locat ion : 4 8°3 5  N ,  7 9°2 8  W S i z e : 5 . 8  kma 

Beaver ponds and shal low lakes in the area are 
intens i vely used by Black Ducks , Mal l ard s , and Ring­
ne cked Ducks f o r  ne st ing . Wet l ands have been deg raded , 
reduc ing wate rfowl use ; howeve r ,  resto rat ion i s  
cons ide red feas i bl e . 

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area 

# 2 . Ottawa R iver Val l e y ! ! 
Locat ion : 4 5°3 2  N ,  7 5°1 5  W S i z e : 7 . 8  km2 

Thi s  hab i tat c omplex contains a d iverse animal commun ity 
in Quebe c ' s  most tempe rate reg i o n . It cons i s ts o f  
approximat e l y  4 1  kmZ o f  f\oodpl ain hab i tat , c r i t i cal t o  
waterfowl , o f  which 7 . 8 km i s  threatened b y  devel opment 
and unseasonal wate r  l evel fluctuat i ons c aused by the 



ope rat ing reg ime o f  hydro - e l e c t r i c  dams
ti 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : 

# 3 . R i che l ieu River Val �ey t 

Locat i on : 4 502 8 N , 7 30 1 5 W 

Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area . 

S i ze : 2 . 4  kma 

O r i g inal l y  wet land covered 2 2 . 8  km2 w i thin the 
fl oodpl a in . Nest ing ducks occupied al l large 
permanent marshe s and the nume rous small l ake s 
o f  the fl ood plain . Most o f  the se wet l ands , 
howeve r ,  have been l o s t  through drainage . 
What i s  s t i l l  l e f t  needs t o  be restored f o r  
t h e  bene f i t  o f  ne st ing and m i g rat ing 
wate r fowl . 
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Sugge sted Des i gnat ion : M i g ratory B i rd Sanc tuary or 
out r ight ownership as a Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Area . 

# 4 . Lac St . Jean and Saguenay L�wl ands 
Locat i on : 4 8°3 0  N ,  7 1°4 5  W S i z e : 3 .  3 6  km2 

I ntens ive l y  used by m i g rat ing waterfowl in the 
spring . Nest ing cover has been reduced by 
human use o f  wetlands , and by f luc tuat ing 
wate r  leve l s  because o f  hydro- e l e c t r i c  dams . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuary 

# 5 . E s tuary and Gul f o f  , St . Lawr,ence 
Locat i on : 4 7° 1 5  N ,  7 0°3 0  W S i z e : 1 2  km2 

I mportant f o r  m i g rat i ng Greater Snow Gee s e  and 
Black Ducks in spring . The areas to be 
protected are the t idrl marshe s and adj acent 
upl ands w i  t�i n  a 2 9  km area of brac k i s h  wat e r  
and a 2 7  km expanse o f  e stuar ine marshlands . 

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Area 

# 6 . St . Lawrence River Val l e y  

Between Cornwal l ' 2 there are 3 , 3 4 0  km 
f l oodpl ain o f  the 
wetl and eco system 

Ontar i o  and Quebec C i ty ,  
o f  wetlands s i tuated on the 
St . Lawrence River . Th i s  
may , f o r  conven ience , be 

The operating regime of hydro-electric dams can be altered to 
safeguard at least the waterfowl nesting period. B. C .  Hydro is considering such 
an approach in order to help save Alberta ' s  Peace-Athabasca Delta. 



divided into three se gment s : ( a )  Lake St . 
F ranc i s  to Verchere s , ( b l  Contrecoeur to Lake 
S t . Pe ter , and ( c )  River Corridor . Rare 
plants and fauna have been ident i f i ed for each 
of the se se gments ( Bouchard et al . ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  
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( a ) Lake S t . Franci s  to Vercheres 

1 .  Lake o f  Two Mountaiqs I 

Locat ion : 4 502 4 N , 7 30 5 9 W S i ze : 1 .  0 km2 

2 .  Lake St . Franc i s  I I 
Locat ion a :  4 5°1 1, N ,  7 40 1 �  W ( Ste . Barbe Marsh ) S i ze : 1 . 0 kmi 
Locat i on b :  4 5° 0 5  N ,  7 4° 2 6  W ( Po inte aux Cedre s l S i ze : 0 . 2  km 

3 • 

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7 • 

8 .  

( b )  

1 .  

2 .  

3 • 

4 .  

5 .  

Val ley f i e l d  
Locat ion : 

I s land qroup , 
4 5° 1 6  N ,  7 4° 1 1  W 

Lake St . Lou i s  
4 502 4

'
N ,  7 305 4

'
W Locat ion : 

Rivi ere des Pra i r i e S!  
7 303 1

'
W Locat i on : 4 5°4 2  N ,  

Bouche rv i l le I s l andS! Gr.ouf. ' 
Locat i on : 

Repent i gny 
Locat i on : 

4 503 6 N , 7 3 2 9 W  

I sl ands qroup , 
4 5°4 2  N ,  7 3°2 6. W 

Vercheres I s land Grqup 
7 302 4

'
W 4 5°4 6  N ,  Locat ion : 

Contrecoeur 

Cont recoeur 
Locat ion : 

Bert h i e r  -

Locat i on : 

Be rth i e r  -

Locat ion : 

to Lake St . Peter 

I sl ands ,Group , 
4 5°5 2  N ,  7 4°1 6  W 

Sorel I s �ands Gr�up 
4 6°0 8  N ,  7 3°0 2  W 

Sorel I s � ands Gr�up 
4 6°0 6  N ,  7 3°0 1  W 

Mo ine I s l ands Group , , 
Locat i on : 4 6°0 6  N ,  7 2°5 7  W 

Bay Laval l i e re , 
7 205 8

'
W Locat ion : 4 6°0 4  N ,  

S i z e : 3 . 0  km2 

S i ze : 1 . 2  km2 

S i z e : 0 . 4  km2 

S i z e : 1 . 0 km2 

S i z e : 2 . 0  km2 

S i ze : 2 . 0  km2 

S i ze : 0 . 2  km2 

S i z e : 1 3 . 5  km! 

( Sector of Bays ) 
S i ze : 9 . 0  km2 

S i z e : 4 . 0  km2 

S i z e : 6 . 0  kmZ 
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( c )  R iver Corridor 

1 .  Bay o f  St . August in , 
Locat i on : 4 6°4 4  N ,  7 1 02 0

'
W S i ze : 2 . 0  kmZ 

Sugge s ted De s i gnat ion : Nat ional W i ldl i fe Areas ( for e ach of 
the above s it e s  in the S t . Lawrence River Val ley ) .  

3 . 6 . 2  Priority Shorebird Habitat S ites 

Site 1 l I e s  de l �  Made le �ne 
Locat i on : 4 7°2 8  N ,  6 0°4 5  W 

T idal lagoons in whi c h  there are : 
6 , 00 0  Bl ack- be l l ied Pl ove rs 
1 0 , 00 0  White- rumped Sandp ipe rs 
1 2 , 0 0 0  Semipalmated Sandp ipers 

S i ze : not known 

Only s i te in Quebec for P ip i ng Plover 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Re s e rve for Endangered Shore b i rd s . 

S i te 2 Saguenal � iver Ar�a 
Locat ion : 4 8 0 8  N ,  6 9°4 2  W S i ze : 0 . 2  km! 

S i t e  3 
Locat ion : 

Mouth of r iver beache s plus two i s l ands 
1 0 , 0 0 0  Black-be l l ied Plovers and othe r shore b i rd s , plus 
areas for colonial nesters 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : Reg i onal Shore b i rd Re s e rve 

Gent i l ll ' , 

4 6 2 4 N , 7 201 6 W 
1 0 , 00 0  Semipalmated Plovers 
1 , 5 0 0  L e s s e r  Ye l l owl e g s  

S i ze : 1 . 1 5 km! 

Suggested Des ignat i on : Re g i onal Sho re b i rd Re s e rve 



3 . 7  P r iority Migratory B i rd Habitat i n  the Atlantic Provinces 
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The l i st i ng s  prov ided to the Contractor by CWS Atlant i c  Reg i on d i d  
n o t  permit s i te s  to be p r i o r i t i zed . Howeve r ,  i t  was feasible t o  
g roup the var i ous s it e s  ident i f i ed into the fol l ow ing categor ies : 
( a )  comple t i ons and extens ions to ex i s t ing Nat i onal W i ldl i fe Areas ; 
( b ) important wetlands needing protect ion ; ( c )  pri o r i ty shore b i rd 
hab i tat s i t e s ; and ( d ) potent i al Ramsar S i tes . 

The source document s consulted include Morri son et al . ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  
Brown et al . ( 1 9 7 5 ) and G i l l e sp i e  et al . ( 1 9 9 1 ) .  These re ferences 
prov ided some but not all the rat ionale requ i red for the j udgment s 
as to conse rvat ion areas de s i gnat ions . 

3. 7 .1 Nat ional W i l d l i fe Areas ( complet ions and extensi ons ) 

S i t e  1 Portobe l l o  Creek , N . B .  
Locat ion : not known S iz e : 2 1  kma 

Requ i r e s  a trans f e r  o f  prov inc i al C rown l ands 

S i t e  2 Port Jol i " N . S .  t 

Locat i on :  4 3°5 2  N ,  64°5 0  W S i ze : 0 . 5  km2 

Add i t i onal protect i on o f  inter- t idal wetl ands requ i red 

S i te 3 Port Hebez;t , N . S .  t 

Locat ion : 4 3°4 5  N ,  6 4°5 5  W S i ze : 0 . 4  km2 

Requ i re s  t rans fer o f  Prov inc i al C rown Lands 

S i t e  4 Shepody , � . B .  t 

Locat i on : 4 5°5 0  N ,  6 4°3 2  W S i ze : 9 . 8  km1 

Ramsar S i te 
Western Hemi sphe re Sho re b i rd Reserve 

Four key hab itat s i tes should be added 

Si te 5 T intamarrE; , N .  B .  t 

Locat i on : 4 5°5 2  N ,  6 4° 1 6  W S i ze : 2 0  km2 

Coastal un it to be added 

S i te 6 Boot I sl al'ld , N . S .  t 

Locat ion : 4 5°0 7  N ,  6 4°1 5  W S i z e : 1 . 5  km2 

Ramsar S i t e  
We s t e rn Hemi sphe re Shore b i rd Re serve 

Should be extended to salt marshe s , mudf l at s  and beache s . 



3. 7 . 2  I mportant Wetlands Needing Protect ion 

1 .  Newfoundl and - I sl and nest ing s i te s  for Common E i de r . 

No location g i ven and no s i ze proposed . 
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2 .  Nova Scot i a  - No rtheast coast o f  Northumbe rland S t rai t for the 
protec t i on of Canada Gee s e  and Black Duck . 

3. 7 .3 

, , 
Wal l ace Harbour ( 4 5°4 6  N ,  6 3° 2 8  W )  sugge sted but no s i z e  
g iven . 

Priority Shoreb i rd Habitat S ites 

S i te 1 Cobequ i d  E}ay , N . S . , 
Locat ion : 4 5°2 5  N ,  6 3°3 0  W S iz e : not g iven 

3 3 , 7 5 0 Sho rebi rds ( 1 9 7 9  data ) 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : Reg i onal Shoreb i rd Re serve 

S i te 2 Mace s Bay " N .  B . , 
Locat ion : 4 5°0 3  N ,  6 6°3 0  W S i ze : not g iven 

5 , 0 0 0  1 4 , 00 0  Shoreb i rd s  of at least 1 6  spec i e s  
includ ing the rare Purple Sandpipe r 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : 

S i te 3 Sa ints Re st Marsh , N . B .  
Locat ion : not known 

Reg ional Shoreb i rd Re serve 

S i z e : not g iven 

2 0 , 00 0  Sho rebi rd s  dur ing autumn mi grat ion with a max imum 
of 1 1 1 , 5 0 0  in 1 98 6  

Sugges t ed De s i gnat ion : Re g i onal Shore b i rd Re serve 

S i te 4 B r i e r  I s l fl.nd , N . S . , 
Locat ion : 4 4°1 6  N ,  6 6°2 2  W S i z e : not g iven 

2 0 , 0 0 0  Red Phal arope s ut i l i z ing feed ing areas o f f - shore 
New surveys needed to ascertain if the re is any maj or 
dec l i ne in numbe rs e l sewhe re 

Suggested De s i gnat ion : Reg ional Shore b i rd Reserve 

S i te 5 Cape SablE; I s land " N . S .  
Locat i on : 4 3°2 5  N ,  6 5°3 5  W S i ze : no t g iven 

Extens ive sand fl at s  support 2 0 , 0 0 0  sho rebi rds year- round 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : Reg ional Shoreb i rd Res e rve 
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S i t e  6 Cook ' s  Beach , N . S .  
Locat ion : not knpwn S i ze : not g iven 

Note : 

3 . 7 . 4  

S i te 1 
Locat i on : 

S i te 2 
Locat ion : 

S ite 3 
Locat ion : 

S i te 4 
Locat ion : 

S i te 5 
Locat i o n : 

S i t e  6 
Locat i on : 

3 . 7 . 5  

S i te 1 

May suppo rt 2 0 , 0 0 0  sho re b i rds dur ing the year 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : Reg ional Sho re b i rd Reserve 

Mar i t ime Pip ing Plover S i tes 

Some 200 breeding pa i r s  o f  P iping Plover are scattered 
ove r the Atl ant ic coastl ine with four ident i f i ed s i tes in 
New Brunswi ck , two in Nova Scot i a  and one in Pr ince 
Edward I s land . 

Sugge sted De s i gnat i on : Ecol o g i cal S i t e s  might be 
de s i gnated in the absence of any l arge concent rat ions � 
Nat i onal Wi ldl i fe Areas woul d  be more appropriate where 
large concent rat ions are found . There are much larg e r  
concentrat ions el sewhere in Canada , in any case . 

Potent i al Ramsar Sites 

Cumbe rlan4 Bas i n ,  � . B .  
4 5°4 5  N ,  6 4°2 5  W S i ze : not g iven 

Tabu s i ntac; , N . B .  I 
4 7°2 0  N, 6 5°0 2  W S i ze : not g iven 

Tracad ie 4agoon , � . B .  
4 7°3 0  N ,  6 4°5 5  W S i ze : not g iven 

Cobequ i d  I}ay , N .  S 'I 
4 5°2 5  N ,  6 3°3 0  W S i z e : not g iven 

Yarmouth f:jalt Mar$e s , N . S .  
4 3° 5 3  N ,  6 6°1 0  W S i ze : not g iven 

S t . Marl ' � Bay , N 'IS ,  
4 4  3 0  N ,  6 6°0 5  W S i z e : not g iven 

Addi t i onal Suggested Sites in Labrador - geographi cal 
locat ions only 

( Data from Goo s e  Bay E I S  - Chapter 4 )  

Gannet I sl and 

7 , 2 0 0  Common Murre s - 1 2% 
Atlant i c  Puf f ins 

Sugge sted De s ignat ion : Seabi rd Reserve 



S i te 2 

S ite 3 

S it e  4 

S i t e  5 

S i te 6 

Groswate r  Bay - Tabl e Bay 

Black Duck stag ing 
Atlant ic Pu f f ins - 2 5% 
Raz orb i l l s  - 6 7% 
Ring- bil led Gul l s  
Black- l e g ged Kitt iwake s 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : Seab i rd Re s e rve 

Main Bi ght 

Common E iders - 1 4 , 0 0 0  pa irs 
Scoters ( Surf , Blac k  and Whi te-winge d ) 

Sugge sted Des ignat ion : Nat ional W i ldl i f e  Area 

Lake Melv i l l e  

Black Duck ne st ing ; spring and fal l s tag ing 
Canada Goose stag ing 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : Nat ional W i ldl i fe Area 

Snegamook Lake 

I mportant nest ing , moul t ing , and stag ing area 
for ' Black Duck 
Canada Goo s e  stag ing 

Sugge sted De s ignat i on : M i g ratory B i rd S anctuary 

R i g o l e t  Gro swater Bay 

Canada Goo s e  fal l stag ing - 5 , 00 0  

Suggested De s i gnat i on : M i g ratory B i rd Sanc tuary 

5 1  
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4 .0 CONCLUS IONS 

Th i s  s tudy repre sents a f i rst at�empt at drawing togethe r a rathe r 
di sparate g roup o f  reg ional m i g ratory b i rd habi tat l i s t ings based 
on d iverse c r i te r ia and methodo l o g ies . I t s  ma in purpo se was to 
move , as much as po s s i ble , toward a nat ional approach for the 
at tainment o f  the goal s and obj ect ives for hab itat protect ion and 
conservat ion expl i c i t in the Green Plan . At the same t ime , the 
exe rc i s e  was intended to prov ide a format for th,e inclus ion of the 
hab i tat s i te l i st ings in the SOE inventory . 

Prio r i t i zat i on o f  the s i te reco rds in the var i ous reg i onal l i s t i ng s  
could have been more read i l y  accompl i shed through the use o f  
Eco log ical Land C l as s i f icat ion informat ion a t  the Ecod i s t r i ct 
leve l . Howeve r , ELC informat ion was avai lab l e  only for a mino r i ty 
o f  the l i s t ings prov ided to the Contractor . By means o f  the po lar 
coord inates that have been de f i ned for each s i te as part o f  th i s  
a s s i gnment , it  w i l l  now be fairly s t rai ght forward t o  l ink the 
individual s i te records w i th the ELC map uni t s  al ready incorporated 
in the SOE data base . 

An ov�rv iew o f  the l i s t ings ind i cates that the ident i f icat ion o f  
pr i o r i  t y  hab i tat areas acro s s  Canada t o  date has been somewhat 
spotty . I n  part i cul ar , it  i s  apparent that more areas need to be 
l i sted in Newfoundl and and Labrador ( part i cu l arly on the I s l and 
and along the shore s o f  the Joey Smal lwood Re s e rvo i r ) ; in Que bec 
( east shores of J ames Bay and Hudson Bay ) ; and in the central and 
northwe s t e rn po rt i ons o f  Ontar i o . A cons iderabl e amount o f  
relevant research has al ready been carried out i n  each o f  the se 
re g i ons of the country ; thi s should permit the priority hab i tat 
record to be completed at a l ater stage . 
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6 . 0  BASE DOCUMENTS REVIEWED 

Pac i f i c  and Yukon Reg ion 

Brit i s h  Columbia 

1 .  C r i t i cal Habitats for M i gratory B irds in Br i t i sh 
Co lumb i a . 

Yukon Terri tory 

1 .  Some Impo rtant M ig ratory B i rd Hab i tats in the Yukon 
Terri tory . 

Western and Northern Regi on 

Pra i r i e  Prov ince s 

1 .  Prio r i ty M i g ratory B i rd Habitats o f  Canada ' s  Pra i r i e  
Prov inc e s . 

Northwe s t  Terr i t o r i e s  

1 .  Key m i g ratory b i rd terrestr ial hab i tat s i te s  in the 
Northwe s t  Terr i t o r i e s� Occa s ional Paper No . 7 1 . 

Ontar i o  Reg ion 

1 .  Canad i an Great Lakes Wetlands Conservat ion Act ion 
Pl an-Demonst rat ion Pro j ect s . 

2 .  Pr i o r i ty Coastal and Near-Coastal Wet l ands in the 
Lower Great Lake s . 

Quebec Reg ion 

1 .  P r i o r i t e s  de cons e rvat i on des hab i tats - Que bec . 

Atlant i c  Reg ion 

1 .  L i s t ing of Some Pos s i b l e  Cand idate S i tes for Habi tat 
Protect ion in the Atl ant ic Reg ion . 

2 .  Goo se Bay E I S . 1 9 8 9 . An Env i ronmental I mpact 
Statement on M i l i tary F l ying Act i v i t i e s  in Labrador and 
Quebec . Dept . o f  Nat ional De fence . Ottawa . 
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APPENDIX A 

Database Format 

A nat ion-wide l i st ing o f  priority hab i t at s i tes for future Nat i onal 
W i l dl i fe Areas , M i g ratory B i rd Sanctuari e s , Sho reb i rd Re s e rve s , and 
Seabi rd Reserves has been deve loped by the Consultant . This l i st 
has been coded and entered into a dBase I V  f i le , us ing the fo rmat 
de s i gned for Env i ronment Canada ' s  Nat i onal Conservat ion Areas Data 
Base . 

I n  o rder to record the l evel o f  pr i o r i ty ( i . e .  1 st , 2 nd , o r  3 rd ) 
for the e stabl i shment o f  a protected hab itat s i te , an add i t i onal 
f i eld was added to the Nat ional Conservat ion Areas Data Base cal led 
PRIOR I TY . Thus , an entry o f  1 ,  2 ,  or  3 in thi s  f ie l d  impl i e s  that 
the s i te i s  not yet protected ; an entry of X i mpl i e s  that the s i te 
is protected . 

The mod i f ied s t ructure o f  the Nat i onal Con s e rvat ion Areas Data Base 
i s  as fol lows : 

F IELD NAME 

1 .  I DNO 
2 .  PROV 
3 .  NAME 
4 .  JURI S 
5 .  LAT 
6 .  LONG 
7 .  SOURCE 
8 .  LEVEL l  
9 .  LEVEL2 
1 0 . LEVEL3 
1 1 . LPRO 
1 2 . OLDI UCN 
1 3 .  NEWI UCN 
1 4 . H ECTARES 
1 5 . YEAREST 
1 6 .  LEG1 
1 7 . . AGENCY 1 
1 8 . LEG2 
1 9 .  AGENCY2 
2 0 . NATREG 
2 1 . ECOREG 
2 2 . SPL I T  
2 3 . L INKFLG 
2 4 . PRI OR I TY 

DESCRI PTION 

Uni que Re ference Number 
Prov ince /Territory 
Ful l  Name of & ite/Area 
Jur i sd i c t i on 
Lat i tude 
Long i tude 
Source of Locat ion Data 
Type of Area 
Type of Area 
Type of Area 
Level of Legal Protect ion 
Previously Used I UCN Cate gory 
New I UCN Category 
Area 
Year Establ i shed 
Autho r i z ing Leg i s l at ion 
Manag i ng Agency 
Autho r i z ing L e g i slation 
Manag ing Agency 
Parks Canada Natural Reg ion 
Ecoreg ion of Canada 
Mul t ipl e . Reco rd I nd icator 

Pr i o r ity fo r Establ i shment 

SPACES 

4 
2 

4 0  
1 
9 

1 0  
1 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
8 
4 
4: 
5 
4 
5 
2 
3 
1 
4 
1 

S ince the L is t  o f  P r i o r i ty Hab i t at S i tes repre sent s , as yet , non­
e s t abl i shed s i t e s , muc h  of the above i nfo rmat ion ( LPRO , YEAREST , 
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LEGl , AGENCY l , etc } i s  not appl icable and has been f i l l ed in w i th 
" XXX " o r  " 0 0 0 "  in acco rdance with the fo rmat of the Nat ional 
Conse rvat ion Areas Data Base . 

The fol lowing de scriptor codes for sugg e s ted de s i gnat i on and type 
of area were used in the LEVEL l ,  LEVEL2 , and LEVEL3 f i elds , 
inc lud ing seve ral new code s : 

LEVE L l  

LEVEL2 

NWA 
MBS 
N / M  
SBR 
RSR 
I S R  
ESR 
WMA 
SBS 

RAM 
IBP 
CPN 

Nat ional W i ldl i f e  Area 
M i g ratory B i rd Sanc tuary 
NWA or MBS 
Sho reb i rd Re s e rve 
Reg ional Shoreb i rd Res e rve 
I nternat i onal Shore bird Re serve 
Re serve for Endangered Shoreb i rd 
W i ldl i fe Management Area 
Sea B i rd Res e rve 

Ramsar S i t e  
I nternat i nal Biosphere Pro j ect S i te 
CSPN S i te ( Canad i an Spec i al Pl ac e s  in the 
North ) . 
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