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This is a brief report on the waterfo~l bandine at Tinker 

Harbour, Labrador, 1951. 

DESCHI.PTION OF AH j::A 

Tinker Harbour is locat~d 25 miles south east of Rigolet. 

The area directly ooncerned with our bandir~ operations extended 

f'roID Mason's Island - 7 miles northwest alone:; the sboI'~line, or 

roubhly that area bet~e en Snook's Arm (Little Tinker) and Killiok 

Point (S.E. limit of Turner Bight). 

The ooustline from Turner Bight to Tub Harbour, a distance 

of 3) miles 1s rflther lov, lyinc ) with ."f'U"ly .dco J! covc s ucpor[lted by 

r'v ol(y Headlands.. At low tide many of these coves beoome boulder 

strev;n ruud and sandflats. These sandflets are utilized by all speoies 
">;,~ I r -if ? 

of ~bterfowl as feeding areas, especially ~hen oapelin spawn are 

abundant. The banding area at Tinker Harbour is fairly well 

prot~cted by 8 barrier shoal and., islands v.hicb serve to break the 

force of all e).oeyt northwest winds. This prot (jctior. is espeoially 

imlJortant in September when strong Vvi.nd s occur daily. 

BANDING SEASON 1951 

'l'he D!.Li.ding Secl!:lOIl extended from AllL. 6 - Sept. 27. During 

thflt }Jeriod e total of 781 ducks were bc, nded ~lus 35 birds of other 

than Anatidae. A broakdov.n of oirds banded is Liven in Ta ble 1 and 11. 
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I would e stirnn te til& t at any c ivon ti!u(; II urin l ::; tl~G uemding 

yerioQ (Aug. - Sept.) that a population of at le13st 3000 birds 

utilized the Tinker Haruour Area. The rate of turnover is not 

knOV.Il but tlle i ml)ref' 8i()J1 ,:,; iv8n by r epent dJ:lte \.ould indicEte rapi~ 

c h[1n :~_ eA in l,he population. At leest 2.5,000 y'wtcrfo' .. l (mair..ly Black 

Duc ;:-.s) passed trLl'ough Tinkor Ha.rbour during t h isscuson. 

It is p0 !3 siu1e to e ;o,timflte with 80 1'.£ de ~'r ~ e or ecouracy 

ti18 size or 1,11e c fl tch l -or t.r e I.le :x t dey by observi !!s (a) size ::Ind 

19.51 \ 'E\S 0 su ~:, ce s s:!'ul t)fllld1n ' y ear r:'llC B ~:rGe.t (;,e31 of 

creClit is (iue to tIl':: v·orr. of Sinney 111e,ke & F nmil:, ) J:c'J' th\"e st Hiver, 

LfjurGdor. (S~c .fbrsollll cl Section) 

Undoubtedly many b8nd1ng sit e~ ~xist in this area. other 

than the one at prosent utilized. l~o matter ho\\ e:xce1lellt ttleir 

uandinE. possibilities ~rJ).y i.;e , the y tire useless ·",i.thout a conv '_Lli 8nt, 

op<'-lrations o t Tinker harbour wo~, the lecl: of such a h BrLouI'. This 

was rectified ~hen Blake discovered an anchora ~ e on the south east 

shore of Mason's Island. The exoellenoe of thi~ location ~as well 
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lnstrated by a 60 m.p.h. gale whioh struck the area Sept. 9. 

a ¥reoaution a gains t sudden storms mak in ~ r e turn to t he ieland 
• 

i ml)Os sible, a seoond tent wa s erected. on the mainland near the old 

oampsite, food and olothing wer~ stared ill the tent, sufficient for 

a 3 day stay. 

FUTUHE OF 'fIlE EAlJD I NG STATION 

The valu8 01' our Tinker Harbour sta tioll oannot be s tre s sed 

t oo s tron Gl y. The number of birds banded to dnte has not be en 

. great but the full potential of the are o has not be en utilized. 

The gr eatest value of t h is station is t. lle public relations 

a spe c t. It serves a s ooncrete eviden ce to tile pe ople of the Lake 

Melvi l le - Hamilton Inlet area tho t the Foderal Government takes 

sc r iously the post e d hunting regul a tions . Vi ithdral'l'ol at this time 

\'. 0 ul d. be int erprete cl as laxity. 

Admittedly this is an exp e n s ive stHtioil to oper ll te, and that 

a r e d uoed al)j)ropriat ion will not pe rrni t t h c Servic e to cont 1 nue, but 

I f Ul= l t hb t ,,!leBeve r fund 8 again beoome e v fJ i l u bl(;, the Tin 1(e r Harbour 

Stuti Oil s lL )uld oc r e -op elled. 

CLIhl fl.TIC CONDITIONS - 19.51 

The t.J f1 nd l u_ p e r i ot1 may be divided rou_:hly i n to 2 parts calm, 

\',arL:1 Aug ust a nd s tormy SepteIIiber. The l a t t e r 'pa rt of Sept ember v:as 

not too f nvoural.lle f or banding as h e :":vy 6v. e l l ;:11d increase d pre dation 

di ~ruvt ed one or more traps per day. 

The oVdrall seaSOll waa the mos t favour~ ble 1n the history of 

the station in the opinion of Sld. Blake. 

PREDATION 

The history of the Tinker Harbour Bandinc. Station i s fill e d 

by r eports of extensive and at times serious losses by pred a tion, 

es pe cially by foxes. 

he wer8 fortun Bte that 19.51 " : bS Hot a bad predat ion year. 

A total of 781 bir o. s Viere band ed a~ld 16 los t by pI' ed a ti on (olle of 

these birds v.as killed by an unknown 'p r,.~dntor a- mile from the 

nearest trap). In addition 400 r epents were recorded, thus total 

l.lirds in the traps ~ere a ~prox1mntely 1300. Therefore less than 

Ij. 10SB '\~s incurred • 
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most serious predator was tho Rough-lee~ed Hawk, whioh 

J8st royed 6 band.ed Bnd 5 unbanded birds. A tot a l of 6 young birds 

v,eru destroyed during the seasoll, evldenLly representing the total 

juv~nile ~o~ulatioll in t~e area. 

Great Horned Owl - A lare;e tH.l ult "AS killed AUb'Ust 19 

\':.clen it '(JUS discovered ill tray ,f17. In addition at 1 east four 

otlJt3 r tJirds ..... ere heard "Hooting" in the area . 

Goshev.k. Duok He .... 'k. Pi g eon llav,k und several Accir;iters 

\', el"';: lwted ut frequent illtervals in the OEdl<1ilJg area. 

;t'oxes were not a serious l'r .::d ;;tor t liis s eason /, nd no kill 

C8 .1 Lc d.il'tlotly attributed to this suurce. In OOl1trast to the 19.50 . 
season v.hen toxes wel'e r eported abWldant, o rlly 1 was seen this year 

ond very little d uditional sign. 

Amer ican Lynx - one vms killed in traJ! #16, Sept. 20. 

Thtl aniwal was given every chsllce to escEij.je but evidently could 

aot (see trap mouitioations). A second Lynx "': 33 seen the same dey 

but ";lIE. tiilo\'; od to i. 0 uIllJlolested e s tl' o. ;;r>il.l:c. ope r u t i orlS were being 

oOllcluCl c d . 

minlt al.J.d i,e :::lsel accounted for 3 oirds, v,l1 ich is nf)(~ligible. 

~', eaBel hil ls Cll i l J~ recoGn i zed by very fine t e eth marks ":hich appear 

OIl Liltj Lllroat. This illay ue oontros tGd ;"0 crusl1ilu UI-, 8 0 01' trIO skull 

ill l.linA ~111s. 

Three types 01' bai t were used tlli 8 Y8ur R t Tin lcer Ha.rbour . 

COllsiuel'uule spoilage (mould and seed t ~, 8 nAl'ntion) ocourod in the 

ba i:.~ S of ~ .l.'uin Wilioh were d e})osi t l..~ d thru u:. ~ hout tne trappilL[ area. 

It wes found tL1I:Jt corn ·Wfl .r. Lbe (~;:Jill l"Ost sUf3ce,lJtible to 

llioulJ., followed closely by sorH tonr~~d VlllicJl cOIltBins SODle corn. 

'l'h~ rat e of (ieter ior lltion can Lie s lO\\e d by turrdnB, and 

shakini!. dail y , th e 13Aposed b8. p;s. This 11roceduI'e Fit least stops most 

se",d generation. 

Corn is an espuciHily good bait ~hen traps Rre e rected 

in cl~an sand. It is heavy and not ea3ily ~8shed B~ay by tides. 

Fu:, t_: .~r'!lore it ~_' bri:)lt colour SeClfi !3 r.ttrDctive to ducks . 
~.,. 
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" Seretoht'""ed is t L.e test all r-Juud bAit beoause of its 

Burley is tlle poorest grain beoause of ita lightness 

v.! ,iell CEiuBcd frequent "washed out" trups. However in places whero 

statile \':f.l ter levels exist this gra1n can DO used to an advantB ~e, 

(:!.)l)(:lcially after the duoks hnve co .. ,,[uoncod ut 1lizing the bai t and 

tl'U,tJ e rea. 

ADDITIONAL T1 L'-'..: ' LOC !'.TI UW,i 

1. totpl of 18 trap s were erectad this year. I would 

.. 2uke the followine suggestions for future trop loc(ltions. 

A - Trap if, be n:oved from its preser ... t site (Fig. l.A) to the 

l78vel point pond. TLis site is little utilized durinc Aueust 

"uut woterl'o\':l behaviour in September eIllilig es radically. Often 

a Good Au,:U Dt trap 1 f) a poor Olle in Sept m:.bcr. 

I - A t\ 0 d oor truy to ue plaoed on the leu sid e of tr18 [ Tn vel 

1,oiJ.t . 'l'bL: Ju0l ' ; ; .,L; 1'OC(l S.S.E. on! l~.'~\: . Thi s arr rm,.,ollii.mt v. ould 

C~, ~ U!'0 tL2 t .:..I t le l'[.'. t one effeotive cntronl,; e " ould be flvc,ile ble 

C - An additional trall to be 10c e t eJ o ;:~ the Sn00k Arm !jhore of 

t he lev:er I,;ove (see Fi~ . 1). The posi tiOl~ i s appro7.1L~' ) tely hulf',vay 

tut'~ . 8eu t. ~:.e eove ano t he open BeB £i wi in tile 100 of 8 s~.wl l i5lo nd . 

D - ':i:hE:rc.: if) 8 &lali BEl.ndy cove on tile soutt. shore of t, ilC outer 

1 [,1& nl-1s t mile S.S.E. of LoiaLun's Island. This trap viould be ent1rely 

C). l leriLlelltal. 

E. - 'rhe 'present trap iI£ to be ulllllI' .:..;ed fJ.nd u seeolld eiltrall ee 

ere uteu f e eing the body of t he island. 

F - A t 'v,o door trap to be ert.~ ot t: d on the narrov, str If> of land 

bE:tv. een t ile .i)ond and Bea shore. The untranoe to open on (a) sea 

(t) pond. 

MODIFICATIONS IN THAI? cOW,~ 'rHUCTION 

The 41 1- mesh poultry wire supplied this Beeson v~ as 

exoellent. It permitted the oonstruotion of n 4' trap and reduced 

the amount of laoing required by the }' wire. 

4-: .' 
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Doon.aye oan be oonstruoted e1r:1;;ly b~' nak1nc a na.rrcw 

IltrhDce 2" v.ide at the baee, te.peri nc c r6dually to 1" at th e top. 

'1'h1[; entrance ehould be at least 18" hi C.h in order to rerl1lit bird., 

to t~ed even at times of nigh tines. The sides of the entr8noe 

must te opr-irw -like in aotion; op en1n(:: to .!l ~ ; l"l~ 1 t entry of the 

ulrd, then closing after the bird t[l9 pa ~ ' sed through. 

Wherever the lar~,~ er lI'.a:nmt:ll1en prca -o t or :· a r e a serious teo tor t 

a poultry v;ire tloorlne; may prove f\ o.e qu · t c t o ~rcvent turther 

d elne:l atio.1S. This floor f!hould be plnc c d ir. t.he botton::. of the 

tra il , peilc:ed dov.n end covered witl) 2 - 3" of so11. This proved 

e: oe ·}U!!te to retain a lynx in trey i 'l6 for .tiIT .:; .: (joy s. 

(1) Sidney Blake should be v..u,ln bir Ed to J T :Jvi lrJ 8 boat (lnd 

ARsistenoe. 

(2) The Tinke r Harbour Brmding StSt10Il ; ~. :) : ll -:.:. 1:;0 re -oyened as 

~ . .::~.['v1c e. 

build1ng Ehoul~. be erected; lAr ,= e lln .. ) ll ~).l 1'01' Cl S ii :1 0 Lunk 

and. teble. 

Season it would be edvi g ebl c t c : o :~t. -".t ~ ·.: Ti!!!-:.e r Har jour area. 

North'.' ent River. 

(7) i'ortable traps of h0(lVY l~· u u~~e 1'0:-' \"'ire should De H~J.de up bY' 

the Servi co IHhi 0 t lennt uno t:.l' h .. ) be };(!l'tt ':.0 eac.h bRnd1ng 

S\ia tiIOD. Tl ~is \" ,ould allow the bCind er to take Q.)vanta;;e of 

trnppiJJG area. T!i8 l · \:-..,; ...u b tiow :; 111 efi'.;:;ct in 1951 deprived the 

course 1;0 ~Gr~ t t~J. tl u.l'i.hL t.110 1ecul tluntill{.~ ::'eason. 
4:;' ;-
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