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This is & brief report on ths waterfowl banding &t Tinker

Harbour, Labrador, 1951,
| DISCuIPTION OF Alti:A

Tinker Harbour is located 25 miles south east of Rigolet,
The aeresa directiy concerned with our bandin: operations extended
frow Meson's Islend - 7 miles northwest slong the shoreline, or
roughly that area betweon Snook's Arm (Little Tinker) and Killick
Point (S.E, limit of Turner Bight).

The coastline from Turner Bight to Tub Harbour, e distance
of 35 miles 1s rather lov. lying, with .eany deop coves separoted by
rocky Headlands, At low tide many of these coves become boulder
estrevn mnud and sendflets., These sandflats are utilized by ell species
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ol vuterfowl as feeding areas, especially vhen capelin spawn are
ebundant, The banding area at Tinker Harbour is fairly well
protected by & barrier shoal and 3 islands vhich serve to break the
force of all except northwest winds, This protcection is especially

\ important in September when strong winds occur daily. :

BANDING SEASON 1951

The puading sewson extended from Aug, 6 - Sept. 27. During
that period a total of 781 ducks were bsnded plus 35 birds of other
than Apnatidee. A breakdown of birds banded is given in Tecle 1 and 11.

‘ Table 1 - WATEKFOWL

B 20138 pe; AS I AQ TOTAL

| Black Duck 133 95 139 83 450

| Black Duck heturns 4 11 15 a
llallerd 1 1 2

Mallard Black

(-
|

rintail 46 by 9 108
Green-ﬁinged Teal 93 104 & 199
keturns 2 e
DATA FiLe Blue-v.iinged Teal 1 1
| KHed-breasted Merganser 1l 1l e
| Americen Eider 1 .
BRPIRT Totel :
| ggg;rl‘m ' o A o 296 109 78T
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TAELE 11
OTHER SFPECIES
SPLCILS N A TOTAL
Seni pulmated Sandpiper 11 11
Pectoral Sandpiper i2 12
Groater Yellow-le 3 3
Semipaliuated Flover 3 3
kuddy Turnstone 4 4
wihiie-crovwned Sparrow 1 8 g
Fox Spaerrow 1l 1
Savunnah Sperrow 1 1
Northern Shrike 1 i
Total - __ I
3 32 25

I vould estimate thet at any givon time during tle Landing
perioa (Aug. - Sept.) that e population of et lerst 3000 birds
utilized the Tinker Earbour Aree, The rate of turnover is not
knovn but the impression «iven by repeat dsta would indicste rapiil
chan<es in the population, At lesst 25,000 waterfowl (mairnly Black
Ducizs) passed ttuough Tinker Herbour during this ‘scason.

It is possivle to estimate with soie degrce ol ecouracy
the size ol lile cateh 1ror tre next dev by observing (a) size and
nuwatel's 01 1locns Tiyin, to feed on the exzoscd 1ints In the eveuin -,
suéd (b) tice eud wind coaditions,

1951 vwas & su:cessful bandin - yesar ~néd a reat cesl of
creait 1s due to the vor« of Sidney Plake & Femil;, loirthvest Kiver,
Lavrador, (See Fersounel Section)

CAMP SITIES AND JICHOWAGLES

Undoubtedly rany bending sites exist in this area, other
than the one at present utilized., Iio matter how exocelleut thelr
vanding possibilities vy Le, they ure uselese vithout & conv.nicnt,
sale anchoro~re, One of the major dreavtacr.s vhich previously haapered
operations ot Tinker larbour woe tliec leck of such a hesrbour., This

was rectified vhen Blake discovered an aanchorag ¢ on the south east

e o~

shore of Yason's Island, The excellence of thie location was weil




}nstrated by a 60 m.p.h. gale which struck the erea Sept., 9,
ﬁ,?As & precaution against sudden storms meking return to tpe ielana
imp.ossible, @& second tent was €rected on the mainland near the old
campsite, food and clothing were stared iu the temt, sufficlent for
e 3 day stay.

FUTURL OF THE EANDING STATION

The value oi our Tinker Herbour station cannot be strecsed
too strongly. The number of birds bended to dote has not been
-great but the full potentiel of the area has not been utilized.

| The greatest value of this stetion is tulie public reletions

aspect, It serves as concrete evidence to the people of the Lake
liclville - Hamilton Inlet area thet the Federal Government takes
scriously the posted hunting regulstions. Withdrawel at this time
vould ve interpreted as laxity,

Admittedly this is an expensive station to opernte, and that
a reduced appropristion will not peruit the Service to continue, but
I feel thut whenever funds again become avuilable, the Tinker Harbour
Stution should ve re-opened,

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS - 1951

The bLrndin period may be divided rouhly into 2 parts celm,
vwarm August end storuy September, The latter part of September vas
not too favourable for bending &s he:vy svell ~nd increased predation
disruptcd one or more treps per day.

The overall season was the most favoursble in the history of
the station in the opinion of Sid, Blake.

PREDATION

The history of the Tinker Harbour Bunding Station is filled
by reports of extenslive and at times serious losses by predetion,
especially by foxes.

We were fortunate that 1951 wus not & bad predation year,

A total of 781 birds vere banded and 16 lost by predation (one of
these birds vwas killed by ean unknown predator 3 mile from the

nearest trap)., In addition 400 repeats were recorded, thus totgl
birds in the treaps were apyproximately 1300, Therefore less than

14 lossWas incurred.




s ,;The most serious predator was the Rough-legged Hewk, which

%, .éQ,estroyed 6 banded end 5 unbanded birds., A totel of 6 young birds
?;; vwer: destroyed dwing the season, evidenilly representinyg the total

Juvenile populatiou 1u the areea,.

Great Horned Owl - A large sdult was killed August 19

vhen it was discovered iu trap ;/17. In addition at least four

other birds were heard "Hooting" in the erca,
Goshawk, Ducx Hawk, Pigeon Hawk &und several Acclpiters

verc uoted at rrequent intervaels in the ouiing area,

Foxes were not & serious predotor this season :nd no kill

ca. Le direotly attributed to this source. In coutrest to the 1950

sesson when foxes were reported abundant, ounly 1 was seen this year

and very little additional sign,
American Lynx - one was killed in trap #16, Sept. 20.

The animel was given every chance to escape but evidently could

not (see trap modifications). A secoud Lynx was seen the seme day

but vus &ilowed to o unmoclesied as trayuping operations were being
concluced.

Kingk aud weusel accounted for 3 virds, which is negligible.,
Weasel xills can ve recognized by very fiue teeth marks which esppear

on uthe turoat, This may ve ocoutrasted Lo crushed vasce ol the skull

in Wing xilis.
SSLECTION v BAIT

Three types of bait were used this ycar at Tinker Harbour.
Considerable spoilage (mould and seed szneration) ocoured in the
bags of goain wiich were deposited throu-hout tne trapping erea,

It was found that corn wars tlie grain Lost susceptible to

mould, followed ciosely by scratocnteed which contains some corn,

The rate of deterioration cen ue slowed by turning, and

shaking daily, the e«posed buiss. Thils procedure at least stops most

seed geunerstion,

Corn is an espucinlly zood bait vhen traps are crected

in clean sand., It is heavy and not easily weshed evay by tides,

Furtierioore it«< bri.ht colour seems sttractive to ducks,
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Scratohf.ed is tie best all rouud beit becausc of its
ﬁaried conteuts.

Burley is the poorest grain because of 1its lightiess
viich cmuscd frequent "washed out" trueps, However in places vhere
stoebie weter levels exist this grain can ve used to an advantsge,
especially efter the ducks have co.uenced utilizing the bait and

tra,y aorea,

ADDITIONIAL T:As LOCITIOIN

L totel of 18 treps were erected tihis year, I would
«weke the following suggeetions for future trap locations,

A - Trap #5 be woved from its present site (Fig, 1A) to the
gravel point pond., This site is little utilized during August
tut waterrfovwl behaviour in September claugzes radically., Often
8 good Aucust trap 1s & poor one in Septeumlor,

I = A tio door trap to be pleced on the leu side ol the gravel
polit, The doors wu 1oce 8,8,E, on!N.K. This arran ewent v.ould
esoure thet ut leect one effeotive entrance vould be avellesble
unier wort wind couditious,

C - An sdditionali trap to be loceted o the Snook Ari shore of

he lcover cove {see Fig, 1). The position is approxirntely helfway
Letv.een tLile cove anc the open s8ea aud in tlhie lece of a small islend.

D - Therc 18 a small sandy cove on the soutli shore of tie cuter
iclands ; mile S,S5.E, of sason's Island, This trep vould be entirely
experiuentel,

E, - The precent trap ¥é to be c¢nlar_ed sné e« second entraunce
created fecing the body of the island.,

F - A tvo door trap to de ercoted on tlie narrov strip of lznd
betveen the pond and sea shore, The cutrance to open on (a) sea
(v) pond.

MODIFICATIONS IN TRAF COLii TRUCTION

The 4' 1™ mesh poultry wire supplied this seazson vas
excellent, It permitted the construction of a 4' trap and reduced

the emount of lacing required by the 3' wire,

¢:,
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+ Doorvays ocan be conetruoted eimply by making a narrcw

utrnnce 2" wide at the base, tepering gredually te 1" &t the top,

This entreince should be at least 18" hich in order to perait birds

to feed even et times of nigh tides, The sides of the entrence
must be spriug-like in action; opening to poinit entry of the
vird, then closing after the bird kas pa:sed through,

wherever the larrer mammalian prcd-tcic 2re a Berious feotor,

e poultry wvire flooring mey prove &decu tc to vrevent furthepy

. depredations, This floor erhould be placcd 1 the bottom of the

trep, pezyed down end covered with 2 - 2" of soil, This proved
edeuucte to retein & lynx in trap #16 for tirs: days,

RACOMMNNATIONS

(L) ©Sidney Blake should be ggain hircd tu ,roviic a boat ond
assistence.

(2) The Tiuker Bartour Banding Station c!.culi o re-opened as
socn es poesinl-,

(3) An outvourd rotor to be supplied by tis sarvice,

(4/ At losst 20 traps te ereoted,

(5) When tho static:n is re-opened, o zuell sne=roo.u Psracneiat
building should be erccted; ler-e cauwus far o sii-le Lunk
and tetle,

(6) Bince the boudin~ operations extend iito the le.al Hunting
Season it would be asdviseble tc zost “he Tinker Heroour aresa,
S1 ns should %e nlaoed in €11 tradin: posts Cectvri. ut -
Indien Ieleand, Smokey's Tickle, A1 :cdlet, Parik's Hsicour, -nd
Northvest River.

(7) FPortsetle traps of heavy gause 1om wire should ve nude up by
the Service nud ot least vae trr) be seut Lo each banding
station, Tuiis vould allow the banier to take aivantage of
chirtin: feedin: cr.as,

(8) The boatman should uc allewed to du limited shootlng beyond the

ms.
Py

trapping area, 1w Yegdletions Ju effect in 1951 deprived the

party of a pocsible supply of frech rwat, Shooting should of

course Lo permitted durli.g the lesel hunting season,
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