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ThQ Barron Ground Caribou hards on the Arctic oainland havs 

tesen under olea© gnirvsillanco for several years. The caribou i s a t i l l a 

most iaportant factor i n th© ©cononsy of imny Korthern Indians and Bakisoa. 

ffha purpose of the writer's r«aaairch i s the gathering of information about 

th© interrelationahips between the Barren Ground Caribou and the wolf, 

after san, th® caribou's chief predator. 

Th© research w i l l consist of the study of food habits of wolves 

froa stoE5ach and scat analyses and from actual feeding obsejrvations near 

occupied wolf dens and away frora dens. The infonsation tri.ll also be 

collected about tha wolf i t s e l f i n order to understand better the biology 

of the predator. Fpraaoat should b® the study of reproductive material 

froa ool'^a i n order to become acquainted xjith the course of reproductive 

events. Includsd i n th© study also w i l l be th© ©ollection of measurements, 

weights and othar data froa uolves, collected at Predator Control Stations, 

Material suitabla for the study of internal parcsitea w i l l also be collscted. 

It i s expected to have this naterlal identified by Pkrasitologista. 

It i s hoped that a aufficisnt number of young solves can bo 

togged and recovered to illuetrat© the supposed migration routes of solves 

and whether or not these routes are paral l e l to those of the supposed main 

prey apoclee, the Barren Ground Caribou. 

The attaohad report i s i h the form of a Progress Report covering 

the period January 20 un t i l July 30, I960. The bulk of f i e l d studies xsere 
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carried out in this period. The tjork has been of an exploratory 

nature in order to help decide on the location of a aiiitabla study 

area and-'the methods of study to be employed. 

mvmm 

Th3 m-iter began his eraployiBant with the Canadian Wildlife 

Seinrice on January 1, 1 9 ^ and, after attending f i e l d staff meetings 

in Ottawa, ii^luding a syoposixis on wolf~oaribou relationships (the 

writer's assigned study - project) I reached lay Headquarters in 

Yellowknife on January 20, I960. 

Ol February 21 a f l i g h t was planned to v i s i t predator control 

offloers i n tha Sorthsest Territories, The writer accosapanied Messrs. 

P,X, Mandeville and lo McNeill, Department of Morthem Affairs and 

National Resources ©oployees on the f l i g h t in tho Beaver ai r c r a f t , 

piloted by Mr. Fat Carey. After refueling at Contwoyto Lake, tha 

plane's skis oaa© in contact u i t h rocks upon takeoff, and war® daioaged. 

Tho f l i g h t was discontinued and the aircraft carried the passengers back 

to Yellorakiiife. 

After another unsuccessful attempt on Fabruary 23, ne f i n a l l y 

got away on February 25 in an ^Otter" aircraft. Predator Control Officers 

Magrum, D'Aoust and Riddle Tsere visited at their trapping Cabins. Th© 

fli g h t also touched Baker Lake and Eskimo Point where Eskino predatoi^ 

anioaal hunters sere contacted by Mr. McNeill, and Stony Ridgep SasJsatchswemi, 



Lon February 28, several easps of native hunters and trappers i n the 

bordor area between Saskatchsnan an<i^Worth West Territories oere 

visited and informtion on caribou distribution and u t i l i z a t i o n 

were obtained. Scsas of this inforioation has already been raported 

to Head Offlco i n letter fore. Mditional information waa obtained 

by tho writeivMarch 1 ahen the writer accompanied Mr. John Mc Qilp of 

the Dept. of Indian Affairs on a t r i p to v i s i t the saEa Chipewyan 

CaapSas on Febinaary 28 in order to distribute soae buffalo ©eat and 

fishnets. I t had boen observed on th® February 2S f l i g h t that 

caribou seat was being fed to sled dogs. I returned to lellosfknif© 

on March 2. 

Strychnine Bait Station checks were made on 5aHrch 16, 17 

and -ea 21 in connection with caribou surveys. A short report lis 

Inpluded/on the results of examinations of stoiaach contents. 

;6n May 9 ^coapanied by f i e l d assistant G.B. Kolenoaky 

I chartered to Pat Lake, Manitoba*'for preliminary f i e l d studies in 

that area between May 9 and Jme 6, We returned to Tellowkaife on 

June 9. The report on the findings at Pat Lake i s included. 

On June 16 we chartered to a caap on the Thelon River where 

f i e l d studies were carried out u n t i l July 2A, The writer returned to 

Yellowknife on July 25 and went on leeve on July 26, Fieldnotes and 

other data have been written up in a preliminsiry for®. 



7h» HortferostQpn portioEi of Manitoba troa past ropOTts 

has for jrears been a fawurite dennlx^ area of lyolves. Thase wol^s 

«r« reported to b® "©arlbou-wol-ree" or "barren ground wolveo", aot 

th® so-called'tiiBber wolves". After eorrespondlng with Mr, J . D , Ri^rtaon, 

M&nit<^a ^iforoeacmt and Prodator Ck)ntrol Officer i t was AeoM^A to 

eco«pt the offer of tha Manitoba dam Branch and use their cabin at 

Pat Iiske, Manitoba. Assistant G.B. KolenodSy and the writer spont 

the period of May 9 to June 6 at the cabin. Th© chief purpose of th© 

f i e l d t r i p was to evaluate th© area as a future study area. 

It had b8®n planned to locate several wolf dsns and asasure 

sad eartag the whelps ao part of a wolf tagging project, in t l ^ hope 

of learning acre eboat the taigpafeory BoverasntB of these wolves. It 

h&8 hmn augg98ted that t)» wolvvs fros the Iforth W^t part of Manitoba 

fbllow th© caribou bards into ths Northwest Territories after the 

denning season, as soon as the young wolves are able to keep vcp with 

tba adnlts. 

Tfes absence ©f wolves i n tha Hbrth West TorrltiMdes over large 

parts of thB area has been eoBBOnted on by several observers durlag 

ths last year or eo. Tk© writer o^do a loag f l i g h t ftrom Yellowknife fi& 

Bakar iake, Eaklso Point, Sanadai Lake, Stony Rapids, Fort Siaith to 

Yellowknif© i n Febaruary-laBoh, 1^). Mot one wolf was spotted by ciay 



of tho sis^^servers Surlsg ths long flight, althotigh TO paoood ovsr Bom 

of the laoro iaportant wiator ooEoeotratlonB of carlbsu. 

It waa tterefore tfeat i t was deoi<2sd to ©ork ftfoa ths Pat Lake 

oahin in ̂ nitoba, ^ioro at least a fair population of wolves ia reports 

to be d®nning each Spring. 

Wrom tb© outse'fe we wore troubled by unfavourable woathsr. Indeed 

aa early breakup had the entire field trip in doubt until the last posoible 

•ossnt. Due to deteriorating ie® oonditions, charter aircraft in tho 

^aniuB City •» St<^ Hapids area had already bson taken off the ioe on 

April 29-30. After ebsoking with soveral airline© i t waa finally (tecidsd 

to charter in froa lollowknife In a ski-wteel equip];»d a i r c r a f t . 

Itaring %hs) ©stir© otay at Pat lake tte waather was deplorable. 

Pissing rain, sleet, snow (U° frooh snow f a l l on June 2 and 3) and strong 

visde f^ero the ords>r of tho day. 

The reeulta of our trip wore quite disappointing. Although 

ll9rtJ»36U"d moviog ooribou wore obsarv©d (in doerQaoing nuabsrs as tha 

season progressed) as late eo May 22, in vain did w® look for any sign 

of wolves among th@ eskers and through the forests whsre deep snow mde 

the goii^; very difficuit. Two bait stations of the Manitoba Qasae Braneh 

<m Pat Lake war© examined. Skulls, bones, fur of at least six wolvag were 

found near the two baits., locording to Mr. J.D. Robertson lA wolves were 

taken on those 2 baits. It is doubtful that these U included a l l of th® 

6 wolves we found, houever i t is folt that the estiaated U,=20 wolves 



tdlled at the 2 baits probably represent a largo segEant of th© 

breeding population of the ai°ea. 

Too survey fl i g h t s were made on Juno 1, aftor tha caribou 

had l e f t th© area. On the f i r s t f l i g h t loost of the large eskors Worth 

of Pat Lako wore covered, while on the 2nd fl i g h t areas other than eskera 

to the South of th© c®mp were surveyed. Several wolf tracks uore observed 

well North of the cabin at Pat Lake, hat no wolves or other wildlife was 

0®en except three or four black baar. 

On© of tha local trappers near Pat Lake, Mr. Horace HcCallua 

was interviewed on May 24. and May 29. McCallua and his son are energetic 

trappers and have i n t h a past oisbEiitted the largest nuiaber of wolf pups 

for bonus payEient. When we talked with McCallum he mentioned having 

@ollectod only 8 young wolves to date as coiopar^d w i t h about 40 tho 

previous year. Although M<^alluB had hopes of increasing his take of 

wolf pups (and csost Hkssily succeeded), he f e l t that th® mmber of 

wolves in tha aroa of his trap line had decreased m t e r i a l l y . 

MTO McCallus was ablo to give us tho approxiiaate location of 

three wolf d©ns ho had fouad occupied i a Spring of 1959 and 1 den frora 

which hs had collected 7 young during our stay at Pat Lake. 

Th® docreaQQ in ^ I f nunbera aa pictured frcsn reports by 

truppere and froa personal observations i n a l l probability i a a insult 

of effective predator control prograias i n tha tforth West Territorias 



m4 tfca px»oviits©s of SocfeoteagT and Elanitoba. This w i l l naak® i t 
(^ffieult to f i a ^ on QTQQ with suitable nurabors of tjolves for 
study purpoaoQo Tho Pat lake a r e a say ba euitablop although Q 

great deal ©f d i f f i c u l t y ^ 1 1 bo encountered i n finding suffielont 
t3olf i&)no i a c l o s G prosiaityo The country i s d i f f i c u l t t o travol 
through i a ths d©nnii^ ooaaon and a dog teoa aad toboggan w©uld bo 
roquirod for groumteorko Far hotter 'ssould be to havo a light 
aircraft at ths oaiap for t h e duration of t h e donniissg season, i f 
©ontinued oork i s eontoaplated in t h e Pat Lake a r e a . Tha aircraft 
uould hivo to bo e q u i p p e d with radio and akl=^haols (floats may be 
E s e o o o o r y towards tho end of the donning period) and would have to 
bo e a p a b l Q of boing eaaoovrod at lou altitude and low speed. (Two 
typoo of aircraft or© suitablo for this klred of work t h e "Superoub" 
and AorosacQ ^hon^d^^'') 

It io E^r fooling t h a t , for various rcaoon (economical,-e^ 
i t K i y b© hotter t® r®liia?uish the Pat Lake region ao Q study area 
i f ©raottor and psrfeapa better suitable a r e a can bo located. 



gariag tba p«p iod Juas 16 m t i l July 2&, I960 tho writor 

a so i e t^ t GoBo Eoloaosky QOTQ esagageS i n ©orrying mit prelisainary 

staia4©0 i a eoaaeatlea with th© poe^y^prodator r © l a t i ® a o M p botw©®n 

terP3E gjt>uad earibou and SOIVQS. 

iB'SBetigationQ were earriod out fx=om a Imoo eaap on the 

fbJlea Mv'ag', appf^adLisately 30 a. ^oat of Boverly laka. Travel 

waa ^ in3y @a fesiQ ejaS by ©anooo 1 l ight air-o^aft was used in 

0«rv©y® on ®nly on© ooeaoioao 

P^arpsosQ of tfe© in^ootigatioQ i ac lud® tho aeqiaisition of 

infterssatioa a b ^ t fesdiag ^ b i t s and h^haficar of wol^e, singly and aa 

a fussily Q£\itp tko IsoQtion @f ^ I f dono (©oo^pLed or v ^ a a t ) , ths 

TOM©«tieia of iaforsation in roepeat to tha yoaag occupants of the 

teas, t t e ) © © l l o s t i c n of & i t Q im reepsct to tho wolf's chief prey 

spsaissp ttea fearron grouaS ®aid.bou and ttea acqtaisition of ecological 

Ao fts^j^^oa/N 

Tb@ Qas«t of biological data ^©lleatod d a r i ^ our Thalon 

l i ^ e r stay, I f©®! has boon omeuregingj eoBcijterii^ the short dloratica 

(Jm© 16 - July TRaferttaaatoly, in a way, th® writer's period of f i e l d 

stisid^ was eut aSusrt heoauso of prior coa3iit«®nta. Qar departure fro® 

the Tfelon Area at the tiae that young wolt^as ers bsginning to loavo 

tfeia d©ns praeludsd our collection of any data in o(mn8Ction with tha 



hunt for foods of ths wolves as a faially unit» Indeed, practically 

no obsojrvatioas were Bade of hunting wolves. Ono has to bs 

fortunate In soeing a wolf hunt and i t must bo romeiabared that 

during tba oa^r© Cooperative Barren Qround Caribou Survey only 

one or two isolated instances of hunting wolves were observed. 

In order to learn aoro about the food habits than, we 

aust study tha evidenco l©ft by the oolf, carcasses mid droppings, A 

number of droppings wore collected near wolf dens and on t r a i l s away 

ft?OQ dens. At tha tiae of writing these have not yet been analysed -

f a c i l i t i e s are lacking in lollowknif© for this sort of work.-' 

Remains of four different caribou were found, a l l of t h ^ 

B®ar don®, A skull of a 6 year old caribou unidentified as to sex 

waa found near an unoccupied wolf den aa well aa reaalns of several 

an. 

Reoaiiss of three other caribou were found near a susoKSwted 

den. A large b u l l , approxiiaatoly 5 years old had been k i l ^ 

a wolf or a barren ground grisaly. Tracks of toth oniirals u®rQ 

observed near th© k i l l with the grizsly apparently having eaten the lion's 

shar©. The caribou had i t s right feaur brokeni i t could not be determined 

whether the wolf or the bear had don® the actual k i l l i n g . 

A second earibou had been k i l l e d within 1 mile of th rat 

k i l l . Also a sooth old calf had bean k i l l e d recently. The wolves had not 

yet fed on the s t i l l warm <3arcass. ••-n lAjf ^t>^ 



No wolves were collected and therefore no stosjachs were 

oiQEiiaodo 

In eomaection with food studies a start waa Eado in tho f i o l d 

with th© collection of rsforenc® material for analyses of soat and 

otoaach ©ontents - isainly skalotons of small saiBiaals and soae birds. 

Bo mp^s&^tMimj, 
On Juno 28 and July 24 two occupied dens wore located. 

A suspected third don even aftar a long search could not be found, 

although both parents w©ra i n the v i c i n i t y and evidono© of lauch reaont 

activity (earibou careasBes, tracks and dons) was notedo Since my 

r©twrn to Yellowknif© I havo obtained the location of another occupied 

don, farthssr upetreoja/in tha^&eay Island area. 

Six young wolves, ©stiiaated ag© 3 weeks wore found in a d©n on 

aa Island i n the Thalon. Th© ioland also harboured a pair of dsaning 

uolvss i n th© Spring of 1957. fho young wolves were oonsed, Eoasured 

on& weighed and particulars about thoir pelage noted. Flv© of the cubs 

tKsro oartagg®d and retWHod to th® doa. 

Woights and Eoasuremonts ar© tabulatod in the accompanying chart, 

(den I). / /̂ y 

The sixth cub, a large fesale'^ls now i n Yellowknif© and 

Hro Douglas, Gai2Q lonogeicsnt Officer, who i s looking after the animal 

has weighed th© animal on 8©v©ral cocaslons. Ths cub was w©igh®d csnd 

B©as\»red by E® on NoveEber 8 and at that t i u ^ s i g h e d only 38o5 lbs. which 

is considered bolow normal. Ths cub i s f©d almost cosclxisiTraly on f i s h . 



Thrao yoiiEg colves (ago Gstiaated at 6 o r 7 weeks) were 

©apttared after soae difficulty at a don near the Back River, The t h r e e 

eubo wore n B a s u r e d , weighed and eartaggad, Th© results are tabulated 

ia t h o G c c o a p a n y i i i g chart (Dsn II). 

Co Qb^^rv^tJQr^, 

In o r d e r to 8©etar© additional data on wolf biology, sightings 

of wolveo or© recorded, th® kind of activity th© wolf is engaged in and 

tho tin© wolvQs or© under obaervation noted down in sjinutes in order to 

build up a oollQCtion of "wolff-hours". 

Oialy eight or ton difforsnt wolves were observed during o u r 

Eonth stay in th© Thelon R,iVQr, E3o8t of these wolves wore sean as pairs 

in tho vicinity of thoir dona, Tha ®wolf-hours" collectoiwould be E»re 

valuable i f th® WOIVQB under observation are unaware of th© obeorvar's 

presoneOo This is alaost iapossible to accooplish - wolves have 

e x t r o r a o l y keen eyesight and probably ar© aware of the obQQin7or at a l l tiicss 

idvon i f t h o y my sssot show i t o 

Every one of tho wolves sighted along the Thslon Sivar XJCS^ of 

a sinilar very light greyp^-almODt whit® colour. SevelEi of them had a light 

groy dorsal bando Tha young cubs w©r© ginsySdfe with oany brown patehad, 

Tho earo, n©ck and foot woro quit© brown. The captive cub in Yellooknife 

had lost a gyod deal of its brown colour and is now predoainatly light grey 

with light eraaoy-yollow l e g o . 

As part of th© ee • J g l c a l study of tho area, records were kapt 

of observations of Qamraals and birds. A t o t a l of 28 Eaisraals was collected 



ond th© skulls and skins aa well as pertinent data were donated to th© 

ilQtlonal I^etua of Canada. At tlEia of writing no word has yet been 

recoived about ths Identification of the s p e c i r a e n a , 

B- Birds. 

The nests or broods o f 59 birds were found during regular 

fiold duties. Imforraation about the nests and troods has bean sutaaitted 

to th© Saskatchewan Musa\im of Hational History, Regina, Saskatchewan, on 

special ''Meat Record Cards" provided by the Saskatchewan Museum for that 

p u r p o D o y It is contsnplated to compile an annotated l i s t o f the birds 

obsarved near oxir eanpo A short report, dealing with the recovery of 

a 3 year old nora^brsedlng banded Canada Goose near our caiap, has been written 

up in a prelirolnary form. It is hoped to hav© this report published at 

a later dat©, 

A c & l l e c t i o n of 86 plaixts aad© in tha vicinity of cajap and on 

regular field trips was suboittod to th© National Miiseum of Csinada. Tha 

plant e o l l e c t i o Q was identified by Dro D.E. Porsild, Chief -tanist who 

informed TO in an accompanying latter that the collection t, valuable in 

that i t was aad© in an area conparativoly unknown botanicals, and that 

several of tho plants subnitted extend th© known range of some species. 

It is planned to continua the collsction of EsarDioals and plants 

i n order to learn tsore about the ecology of th© area. 

ObsQrvational data w©r© collected on Qovein©nts, nuabers, sex 

and age, wherever possible of caribou. Caribou were present in small 

nuabers during our stay on the Thelon River. They appeared to ba 



lacreaaing i n numbar towards the end of our stay, perhaps as a result of 

westward laovpisants of animals occupying the a rea North of Beverly Lake. 

13uskozen wore seQn only on two or three occasions. They appear 

to Qov© into th© area towards the end of the suffimor frota farther 

i^streara whore thsy are mch eoore eoooon than i n th© v i c i n i t y of the 

has© camp. 

o 



Weights and MeaaMreaants of 6 

^^1,J I, 1?60„ 

WT. TV 

1. d ^ 9c5 700 170 U5 

2. 9 750 185 L40 

3 10 720 170 UO 

4. o^ ID 7CX) 180 135 

5. 
-? 

7 680 130 135 

6. 9.7 TOO 170 130 

38.5 1395 345 245 

Yom& Wolves. (Dsn I) 

Tag. Tag Tattoo 
-m m Qirth Ifrm- fit ^ 

70 315 - ^3 2D4 13 

65 320 - 303 206 U 

70 300 - 207 308 15 

70 300 - 209 210 16 

65 275 - 211 212 17 

65 310 - - - 12 

105 565 ^c-These are weight and 
seasureasents of Wolf 0 6,taken 
on Noveaber 8, I960. 

July 24. 1960. laighta and IfeaBxireHBenta of 3 Youag golvea (Den II) 

1 1̂  15 820 200 185 86 - 470 217 218 

2 aO,5 980 230 200 95 - 510 219 220 

3 0 18.5 940 230 185 85 - 465 221 222 



Froa prelininary studies i n the Thelon River £rea during a 

period of 5 weeks i t appears that many factors wovild fifevour tho ore® 

as a site of continued wolf z°esefu*ch. 

Two, and perhaps three pairs of danaing wolves were located i n 

a sEall area aesir catap. An additional occupied den was fotind by 

Mre Dalton Muir of the Hational Film Board further upstream on the 

Thelon River, With a longer period of fieldwork, more estensiv© aerial 

support by a sraall aircraft and a larger canoe enabling all-weathsr 

ferevel on tho river I fool that a considerably larger area can ba 

covered and consequently HKjre inforaation can be gathered about 

wolf-biology, especially during tha denning season and imraodiately 

following tho time the young wolves leave the den, 

Efe", Muir has indicated that ha plans to rsturn to his campsite 

and continue shooting of sovie film near the wolf den located by him. 

H© plans on bxiilding a blind near th© d®n which w i l l serve as a shooting 

platfora, Mr, Muir has inforead ne that i f th© wolves are not lightened 

away, he would like to share the platform with ©® for a porlod of tiiEs. 

This would be an e2CellQn<& opportunity to obtain valuable Inforneation on 

the faaily lif® of wolves and perhaps feeding habits. 

In line with studies of foodhablta I aaticipa+.e continuing the 

collection of wolf dronpings. These necessarily w i l l have to be stored 

u n t i l such time as proper laboratory f a c i l i t i e s are available. In a l l 

likelihood the present ssall collection fPoia ths Thalon Rivnr w i l l be 



aealyso^ this winter. 

Ths eollecting and analysing of stoEaoh contents w i l l ccnlimw: 

vrh&T&^T and wtenovar possible. Efforto w i l l b© Esade to oollect stomachs 

fs?OD wolvos on baits thia winter« Frequently m t e r i a l other than bait 

i s found i n the stc:^^fe!S which w i l l be an indication of prsy taken prior 

to death. In th© stoaachs ©sarained so far (see separate report and 

table) i t has been f a i r l y easy to separate ths bait frora other stomach 

contents. 

^^pro^netiqn, 

Knowledge of tha roprodxastiv© ac t i v i t i e s of tha wolf is highly 

dosirabloe 

Th© writer dooa not hav® nuch ©xp©ri©nco in th© proper sothods 

emplpyod for tho preparation of histological material. Tha techniques 

involved and the organisation of a reproductive study w i l l have to b® 

di0CU80Qd with a University profossor or biologist ©xperienced in this 

kind of work. Until such time or un t i l t l ^ material i s ''fanaad out" 

whatever appears to bo best, reproductive m t e r i a l w i l l b© collected. 

Soiao B a t e r l a l already has been collected froa wolvws k i l l e d at predator 

control bait stations. Tha writer collected reproductive aaterial during • 

Cooperative Barren Ground Caribou Survey and tha reproductlv© material 

from wolves i s gathered following tha previous inatnictions. It i s 

realised that th© effect of the tissues' ppoJofSged fr©Q8ing and subsequent 

thawing on the histology of ths animals i s not accurately known. If these 

effects ar© negligible then reproductive n^terial collected at bait 

stations during the winter and very early spring would be particularly 



useful sine® almost the antirs rsprochsctlve cycla in wolvea in a l l 

probability takes place in the period frora December to May. 

Blood Parasites. 

Upon request by Dr. L.C. Choquette, pathologist with tha 

Canadian Wildlife Serrices blood samples have been collected whenever 

possible. Only a small ntiaber of samples has been oollected so far 

and no report on the findings w i l l ba forthcoming froa Dr. Choquette 

unti l a suitable number of spocimens are collected. 

Qthar Internal parasites. 

It i s planned to collect for identification specinens of ths 

internal faxma of wolves. From twrk done recently in Alaska i t 

appears that qviit© satisfactory results can be obtained frora frozen 

carcasses. The Alaska findings show the presence of only a small number 

of opscies of parasites, indicating perhaps much more restricted feeding 

h&Mts in wolves thanlln other carnivores (e.g. Arctic fox), 



Seport on s t o ^ c h aixalyaes and other inforioation obtained 
from wolves collected at bait stations North of Yelloplcnife. 

During flights on Karch 16, 17 and 21, I960 mde i n order 

to chock predator control bait stations in the area North and East 

of Yellowknife, a total of five dead wolves was carried into Yellowknife 

for closer examination than would have been possible in th© f i e l d . 

Stomachs of four other wolves k i l l e d on baits closer te Yellowknife were 

also examined. 

As Is to be expected bait represented the greatest part of 

the contents of the stomachs. The amounts of bait raeat ranged frora 

125 gr. to ^33^ gr. The fotjr largest amounts of bait were found in the 

^©wr wolves taken near Yellowknif© on baits set by tha local warden. 

The anaounts of bait present in the other five stomachs was considerably 

less. The baits on which these five wolves were taken wore set by a 

Predator Control Officer bas©d at Fort Smith. It ia not known whether or 

not th© two sen used different amounts of strychnine in their baits. 

•6n© stoaach contained Snowshoe hare and ©a© Ptarmigan, two 

stoaachs contained hairs of what apoeared to be wolverine. A wolverine 

was taken on the same bait and i t appears that wolves had fed on the 

carcass. Two stosaachs contained what appeared to be carrion or garbage. 

One of these wolvss was taken at a bait near Yellowknife. The animal 

in compai^ of fewe or ths?©« others!'had been observedCpn^occaslorT feeding 

on the Giant Mine nuisance grounds. Th© other stomach, besides containing 

a small amount of bait and caxlon, contained several vertebrae and ribs 

of a small f i s h . The material wan sulxnitted to the National liSusê jm of 

Canada and identified by Mr, D.fl, McAllister, Curator of Fiphes as the 



boaos of Catostcraus catostc^aus (long nosed sucker) or CatostfSJBUs commersonil 

(white sucker). 

The stoi^ch analyses were carried out on an ezp^riaental t ^ s i s 

with l i o i t e d f a c i l i t i e s . The results are not significant, since they 

pertain to only a very saall nuaber of specimens k i l l e d on strychnine 

baits, and therefore do not give a picture of the true food habits. 

Rasults are tabulated i n tho accompanying table. In the table 

aro also inoorporated weights and measTireBsnts of the wolves,, 
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BnCVlla 

Lc Uo do 

M 2 2 3 6 0 4 9 5 6 6 l o 0 9 

m. 2 2 3 6 0 5 93 6 c 5 7 1,48 

EK 2 2 3 6 0 6 9 0 6.5 7 l o l l 

E K 1 2 4 6 0 1 i : ^ 8 8 o 5 2,35 

M 1 2 4 6 0 2 1 3 1 11 12 8 o 0 

m 1 0 5 6 0 1 116 8 8 2 o 9 2 

K 1 0 3 6 0 2 119 10 9 5.20 

I K 2 1 1 1 6 0 76 6 6 0,75 



'57 ..ô '̂ en occu;.ieQ oy cubs, 
© adults,in year shown. 

^ SJoxfden,not occupiea by 
cubs("resting dons"). 





cws 
60-42 Kuyt, Ernie 

Barren ground caribou-
wolf i n t e r r e l a t i o n s . 

D A T E I S S U E D T O 

113ATB 


