!
CWS-28~52" McEwen, E.H.

<2-2% Barren-ground caribou survey from
Aklavik to Babbage River on April 18,

1952. fn.p., Canadian Wildlife Service,
1952]
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1. Caribou - Aerial surveys 2. Barren-
ground caribou - Aerial surveys 1. Title
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The purposs ¢f this survey was to photegraph with a k-20
aerial cemers the ceribou in the Blow River eres, which we observed on
& previous survey. The flight wes made in an Aercnco aireraft piloted

- by M.'Zubko, with the Chief Werden acting as the second observer.

: The course followed after lesving Aklavik at 10.45 &.m..
was nortiwest to Cenoe Lake (680 25! N., 136° 10! W.). From this leke
we flew north to Coelmine Leke, then towards Escepe Reef (689 58 N., 137°
15¢ W.), which ic sbout eight miles southeest of Shingle FPoint. Jibout 17
minutes were spent cireling snd photographing the scattered cearibou herds
in this area. We then flew parallel to the coast shout eight miles inlend
to the forks of the Bebbage river, which was followed to the coasti.

At 11.59 a.m. we turned back and flew along the coast to
Shingle Point, crossing the Blow River ebout six miles from the forks,
and continuing southeast to Aklavik, where we lended et 1.20 p.m. Three
hours end five minutes were flown on this survey, covering a distance of
gbout 240 miles. A map is enclosed showing the ccourse followed.

A totel of 1,33& caribou were counted froﬁ the air aﬁd

1,291 caribou were counted from the aerial photogrephs, a total of 2,625
or, in round mumbers, 2,700,

This was much less then the number of caribou seen on March 25,

1952, The small number of caribou observed may be the regult of two severe
blizzards which occurred during the period between the two surveys. I
think the herds would split up &3 do the reindeer duripg & snow storm.
Besides this visibility becsme poorer after we pessed the Blow River.
Then too the ceribou may have reasched the northern limit of their range
tended to separate into small groups of their accord. :

~ The ceribou were in small groups from sbout seven miles
northwest of Coalmine lake to the Bebbage river. The following data indicates
the number of ceribou between different points along the course and the times.

Coalmine Leke to Blow River (10157 - 11.09} = 91 caribou
Blow River to Shingle Point (11.09 = 11.20) - 832 "
. Shingle Point to Babbage River (11.20-11.27) - 406 :
Babbage River tocoast Forks) (11.27 - 11.50)‘-- 617 "
. Forks of Bebbege to Shingle Pt. (11.50 - 12.07) 563
Shingle P£. to Blow River | (ié.O? - 12.29) __29; "

' : : - 2625
It was necessery to.fiy at 1,500 feet from the Blow River to

Aklavik, because visibility wes closing in and becumuse of the snortage of
fuel. Thus some of the caribcou in this erea may not have been seel.

An Eékimp, George Akteak, & netive of Herschel Island suppiied
jpformation on the caribou in that erea. . In August, 1951, on the mainland

_opposite Herschel Island, large numbers of caribou moved north glong the

coaest, and returned southward within a short time, possibly two weeks.

This mey heve been part of the herd that moved south to Aklevik last Qctober
and November. :

: Last year, some of the caribou hed their fawns on the mainlend
opposite Herschel Islznd. While the fowns were still voung, & severs storm
occurred, after which he found nine fewns which were frozen.
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mhis February, he travelled up the Firth uiver, but sew no
caribou, At Sheep Creek sbout 40 miles up the Firth River there sre a few

mountain sheep. In the summer of 19/8, he saw "thousands" of caribou

moving northwest up Sheep Creek towards Alaska, In June 1951, he saw
caribou moving west from the Firth River to the Kongakut River (Alaska).

"He does not know whether these caribou in the Firth River area move towards.

the 0ld Crow area snd back to the Firth River or return east again in the
spring. -

He believes that the caribou in the Blow and Bsbbege River

area are moving inlend towards 0ld Crow. They move southwest across the

low country at the Bebbage River and the Blow River.

Then in late August the caribou return to the coast, moving.

-northeast along the Blow River towards Escape Reef. In September the

cakribou move southeast along the Richardson Mountains,

Another Eskimo from the Herschel Island sarea, Paul-Kayatuk,

said that there were no caribou on the Firth River this winter. He reportedﬂ;

also that there was an unusual number of caribou on the malnland opposite
Herschel to the Blow River, in February and March.

He stated that the caribou in the Firth River area travel

-towards Alaska in June and July. In May the caribou return from Alaska

towards the Firth River. It may be that this is a separste herd, not the
one which is contacted by the hunters from Aklavik.

‘I recorded the 1nformation obtalned from these two natives

- because 1t may have some bearing on the future study of these caribou.

. The other observations on this survey included one wolf, one
coloured fox, snd flocks of ptarmigen.  The wolf wes seen near the Blow River

end the coloured fox in the same area. Large flocks of ptarmigan were seen from

Coalmine Leke to the Babbage River. lore were seen on this survey than on
the previous one. No attempt was made to count them but their numbers must
have been in the thousands.
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