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• BARRKN-GROUHD C/^RIBOU SURVEY 
TRCM FORT McPHoKSOH 01! APRIL 19, 1952. 

On A p r i l 19th, t h i s survey was made Jtroai F o r t 
McPherson i n the Aeronco a i r c r a f t p i l o t e d by 2**, Zubko, with 
V.'arden-H, Sprue ao recorder, A t o t a l of two and a half hours 
were flov/n on t h i s curvey, during which time approximately -
200 to 230 miles were covered. ..CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVtei 

. . ^ - . S WESTERN REGIONAi UBRARY 
A eicetch of tne route rollowea nao been arawn on 

the Porcupine River> I^ational Topograpiiic iiieried^.^This nap does 
not incimde the beginning of the route from "^'ort i'^cPhgrson 
to the Hat River^\and the return from a point (1st. 67 30't'i, 
long. 136%*) to i-ort McPherson. In both of these instances 
the route followed was d i r e c t and can be bbserved cn the A r c t i c 
Red Rivey, Nat. Top. Ser. 

At 11*1*5 am we Itft Fort McPherscn and flcrw tovj.^rds 
the Rat River. Dy 11.45 we had flown out of the Rat River Pass, 
heading towards Summit Laice, v;hlc n Wtis reach 's d at 11.55 a.m. 
In t h i s area, which i s indicated on the map, A-OOO caribou (ap
proximately were seen. From here we flev,* alon^ the 3 e l l iJiver 

i n a norfcheasterly d i r e c t i o n across the Eagle, and Rock divers 
to G l a c i e r Lake, and from here to Fort McPherson. 

About 6800 caribou v/ere observed on t h i s suirvey. 
From the a e r i a l photographs 3910 caribou were counted. The number 
of caribou counted i n small f;roups from the a i r c r a f t was 450» 
A herd near Glacier -^ake was estimated to number between 2000 
to 2500 caribou. I t was unfortunate th:it t h i s herd could not be 
photographed , but the f i l m i n the camera had been exposed and 
had jammed. Uov/ever, t h i s lierd was photographed with a l6nim, 
moviS. camera. On ex.-jminlng this- f i l i a i t was found that the 
caribou wi^re too small and crowded together to count accurately. 
The estimated number was a r r i v e d at by counting a block of the 
slide(frame) to determine the t o t a l number c f the herd. The 
other groups of caribou v.ere seen between the D e l l and the 
Porcupine r i v e r s . From fno observations made from the a i r c r a f t 
and examination of tl-o a e r i a l photorraphs, the caribou were 
almost e n t i r e l y cows and yearlin^;s. I t appeared that there were 
few, i f any, b u l l s . 

The caribou were travelling; i n a northeasterly 
d i r e c t i o n , as determined from the tr^icks along the B e l l iiiver 
from the j'-inction of the. B e l l , ii-sgi^ and Rock r i v e r s . The 
earibou i n t;,e B e l l and Porcupine r i v e r s v*ere the stra^^'rA^^s 
of tbe maii: herd which may have past throu:rh t h i s a r t i a to 
Suar.it i^o.ke. On f l y i n g t'urthei* south past the Porcupine •^'iver 
no caribou v,'ere found, altiiough i f i t could have been possible 
the f l i g h t should have contiiiued to Old Crow, On tr:e return 

. f l i g h t caribou tracks were seen along the i^agle and Kock ^'-ivers 
heading northward. *̂ o tracks were seen i r o n the Keck •^^•iver 
to G l a c i e r -^ako, The tracks at the lake seemed to ind i c a t e that 
tho caribou"had moved and were moving towarcs Summit L^ke. 
There v-'ere no tracks north of Summit Lake i n the d i r s c t i o n of 
F i s h , Sheep and Bear Creeks, which flow in t o the Rat River. 

This hcnd might be a d i f f e r e n t one as compared 
to the one which v/as sui-veyed on M a r c h 2 5 th, at the Blow i^-iver. 
• Although'this herd niay continue north towards the coast and 
Join the caribou already i n that area. I t wouS.d have been 
i n t e r e s t i n g to ti£i\re resurveyeu t h i s herd about tv;o weeks i a t e r 
to observe whether i t continued northward. However, t h i s 
plan could not be c a r r i e d out as the spring breakup occurred 
shortly a f t e r t h i s survey* 

http://Suar.it


Vra On ths complo;ticn of thii;- aur^.'ey some of the ' * 
inhabi tants h'.tye wet*e interviewed regarding the c a r i bou . 
C s t . Do Mead, I .C/ R.C.M. P o l i c e , Fort ^^cPherson sa id that 
he saw a large hard of ca r ibou , estimated to number between 
2000 to 3000 animals, on i'^arch 3, 19'j< at ShttQ Creek, This 
l o c a t i o n was about 10 to 15 mi les south of the car ibou which 
'f^Q saw a-c ^ l a c i e r Lake, 

A l f r ed Bunnetpltime, age 66, r e l a t ed some of h i s 
obsearvation of the car ibou i n th i s area , lie has not iced , i n the 
f a l l , about November, car ibou moving southward along the 
^'"ish, Sheep and Bear Creeks towards Summit "^ake. and l a t e r 
along the B e l l r i v e r to F i s h lako (Salmon Cache). The b u l l s 
and cows separate about "ovember l ^ t h . Last Februacy, he k i l l e d 
nine b u l l s at Shute Sreek. 

The car ibou remain i n the muskeg area between the 
B e l l and Porcupine Rivera dur ing tho vdnter . In the strin-.*, 
febcut *'*arch or A p r i l the caribou be^rin fflovins northwa^rd t o -
v/ards Summit Lake. He does not know whether theue animals 
t r a v e l to the coast , but he knows that the car ibou do not 
hiive t h e i r fawns i n the Summit take area . 

Last sp r ing , *'*Grch 1951# south of Lapierre House 
he observed the caribou mainly cows passi)^*g northward. These 
car ibou were passing through the area f o r f i v e days. 

He be l i eves that there i s a separate herd of car ibou 
which range between tho Og i l v i e and Blackstone i i i v e r s , about 
100 miles northeast of Dawson. As fai* as ho knows t h i s herd 
and tiie one at Summit Lake do not contact each o the r . H Q remarked 
t i iat the car ibou of tho 'Dawson herd* are l a rge r th'iti the ones 
i n the Summit Lake Area . 

Respect fu l ly submitted, 
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52-27 McEwen, E . H. 
B a r r e n - g r o u n d c a r i b o u 
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