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1 v o l . (includes appendices). 

1 . Beavers-Hunting 



I t had b«en desired f o r soir.e time tocbtair; by an 
ex.perimont some form of an3v;er to the heavily dii>pUL-ed question of 
boavrtr shootinj]' vs. bsavGr trapping. During 1949-50 approval was 
received to conduct c-:a ai.T^^rii^c'.it uXor.^ •';!:r.3c l i n c c . I;: or:l.rr to 
s u f f i c i e n t l y inform the Gamo Offi c e r s who would conduct rmich of the 
project a stritenient wis prcipared of the purpopos of the study and 
the method t o bo used, Sines t h i s statement i e a oonciso description 
of tlie whole idea i t i s included belo^.^ i n i t s entirety^ 

'^INSTRUCTIOH 'TO (iM!^ OFFICKRS RKGARUXNG EXPARL'-ISMTAL HARVKCTING- OF 

"There ha>? i n the past, as you blow, been considerable 
controversy among tho trappei'.^ i n the Mackenzie d i s t r i c t as to tho 
r e l a t i v e merits of trapping V3j shcoting of beaver. The eld method 
of shooting the animals i n the open w.itor was recently discontinued 
and at present trapping only i s allowed* Since th£it tisiS;, however, 
the g?-me regulsitioas have bsen revised and under a systen: of r e g i s t ­
r a t i o n of trapping ar^;as i t i a proposed that tho i n d i v i d u a l trapper 
be given as much freedou i n tho harvesting of his fur as i s cor;iG*ion-
Gurate with good conjservation practices. Because tiie idea of reg­
i s t r a t i o n i a new to iTioat of the peoplo involved therein i t i s nec­
essary at present that aonie cai^e be t aken i n )iow far this freedom 
of action should be extended. 

In the case of beaver i t i s unwise to scrap the "no-
shccting"regulations unless wa have mora dnfinitw knowledge thaii vro 
have at preaont upon the results to tlie beaver popiilation of har^rest 
by the use of fire-arms, A proposal has been made, and approved,"that 
during the spring of 1950 a cert a i n amount of experimental shootijig 
be allowed under tho observation of a Game O f f i c e r , Tho trappers 
chosen f o r t h i s '.jil3. take t h e i r quota of beaver, not by trappiivg^ but 
byshooting; not diiring the March-April op^n season, tut when t h e open­
ing of the viater coursea nuikcs shooting possible« Tliis should be 
some time dui-ing May i n moot areas concernedc The aisthod, raider 
cover of special permits, v i i l l be t r i e d by tv;o hunters from each of 
the following placesi Ar c t i c RedHiver, Good Hope, Ilorviian, fiinipson^ 
and Fort L i a r d , 

Game Officers at these points are asked to act as 
obRsrv&ro i n tho haj-vssting of beaver and to report on t;ie success 
cf the shooting and of the ti'apping oper.'itions of the liceueed trcppors 
chose. The names of the tv;o trappers chosen for the shooting of bv;aver 
should be forwarded by ep.ch Game O f f i c e r to tho Superintendent, 
Forests and V / i l d l i f e , Fort Smith ns soon as possible so t h a t t h o 
permits may be obtained from Ottav;a. I t i s suggested, i a the int:^re:3l. 
of uniformity J. that those hiimtors chosen should average huntcirs, 
probably Indian or half-breed. Al«o 3ta.te for your region v.'hen beaver-
shooting can best be carried on» 

Dui''ing the present open season, i . e , L'arch end A p r i l , 
i t w i l l also be necessary that inforsnation be gathered from t\-:o 
other average trappers v̂ ,o wU.l take theii* quota of beaver as uoual 
by tr-:ipping. Send the namer: of tl-erie tv'o hunters to Fort Sndth a.s 
wells The enclosed sheets sot f o r t h the information which you sliould 
gather, TftT;en you return these sheets tc t h o Superintendent at -ort 
Srjiith at the conclusion of tho experiment stind along a report of any 
observations you think are not adequately covered on t h e forxna and 
add, with reasons, your opinions as to the method of harvcctir^g bsavcr 
best suited to your p a r t i c i i l a r region. You should have accompanied 
and observed four trappers take 40 beavor by then. 

• I f possible. ho.y& the locp.i KiidPon*s Pay Co!!i,'-..?,ny 
,1 manager gr^d^ the /:.0 r^kins you. hp.vr* seen tP.krn r.n to 

and Hiae, Get his opimcn a.s to uhoilior the shot fui'a iiave deit;->--
iorated as a resul.t of b«ing taken l.':-.te-r i.n the year, Inoii^do thlsi 
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information in your report. Try to give a l l of the ijiformation 
asked for cn the forms, endeavor to be accurate i n your observations, 
and t r y , whatever preconceived ideas-you ruay have on the subject, 
to adopt an unbiased view of the project," 

In order to standardize and simplify the data returns 
were made on- a type form similar tc Figure 1, Most of the items on 
th i s t a l l y sheet were straightforward and easy to ascertain. In the 
(natter of sex of animal i t vis f e l t that the person v;ho skinned the 
aniinal should be able to determine the sex accurately, especially 
since he was also asked to determine how many embryos were present. 
F u l l information as to reproductive state was not gathered, however, 
thereby tlirowing the data on sex of animals somewhat into doubt. I t 
inust be assumed, however, that tho sex as given i s more or less 
correct, and the data are accepted ae they are* 

Figure I . 

BKAVER TALLY SHEET - ( F i l l out ono sheet for each beaver taken; 
appropriate items below nay be c irc led) 

Local i ty -

Beaver taken by! Shooting, Trapping 

Beaver taken on: Lake, Stream, Under Ice, On Ice, Open Water 

Calibre of R i f l e Number of Shots Fired . 

Where Beaver HitiJ -

Fate of Animal: Sink, Float; Lost , Recovered 

l^le or Female;, Adult, Two Years Old , Ki t 

I f Femaloi " Pregnant or Not Pregnant, No. of Embryos (If Known) 

Handling of Pelt ; Good, F a i r , Poor, Grade of Pelt 

Other Remarks: 

Hunter: Observer; 

Date; Hour: 

It was found that the item "Grade of Pelt" did not 
lead to very much information since the standard of grading differed 
with each l o c a l i t y . I t v/ould have been desirable to have size of 
pelt in inches together with KI'̂ CIQ of pelt as a means of drawing 
conclusions. 

There i s further some doubt as to whether i t was 
possible for the hunters and observers to t e l l accurately the age 
of the animal at hand. It i s knovm that there are intergrades i n • 
size between adults and two ye^jr old animals on the one hand, and 
two year old animals and kits on the other. It i s necessary to 
assuEe that the errors are in a l l cases equally distributed beti;een 
the age classes and to use the data with that qual i f icat ion in nd.nd. 

The shooting phase of the experiment, coming as i t 
•did \fhen conditions for travel were very uncertain and variable^ 
vias di f f icult ' to supervise, Tho Came OLficera at Good Hope and 
Avc'olc Red River were rdeiubers of the ri,C,M,Poja.Ge and i t waa ont 
of the question for them to leave their head-quarters for any pro­
tracted period. They d i d , however, manage to keep the project under 
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surveillance by occassional v i s i t s to the trappers concerned and . - . • 
delofrated the actual co l lec t ion of data to someone whom they thought 
to bo competent. Their assistance and cooperation i s greatly apprec­
iated • 

' - > 

Data and Discussion 

Tablo I i s a compilation of the raw data from the 
t a l l y sheets and i a arranged for each settlement on the basis of sex 
and age classes. The t o t a l niimber of animals involved v/as 166 of . 
which 62 were shot and 8U trapped. The sex ratios were 60 males to 
22 females (272:1-00), and 52 irales to 32 fem.ales (164:100) respect/ 
i ve ly . There were, therefore, a s igni f icant ly greater number of 
male animals taken by shooting than by trapping. Hunting with 
fireanns i s somevrtiat more selective for male beaver than i s trapping. 

There were 63 adults, H tvfo year old animals, and 
"5 ki t bgaver taken by the use of fire-armg. The r a t i o for trapped 
animals was 52 adults^ 22 two years o ld , and 10 k i t s . Taking the 
ratios of trapped heaver as our index i t i s possible to show that 
the shot animals d i f fer s igni f icant ly from this index. There are 
fewer ki ts and sub-adults taken and the displacement i s i n favour 
of the adults, ,Vle can therefore assume that hy shooting beaver some 
selection of the size of animal taken i s possible. That i s not to 
infer that trapping i s not selective, but that shooting i s more OQ1« 
ectlve than trapping. 

Table I - Sox and age rat ios for shot and trapped beaver at f ive . 
settlemonta in the Northwest Terri tories during the soring of 1950. 
/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 7 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
Local i ty SHOT : ' TRAPPED 

Total Total 

Arctic Red Adult ; 11 7 18 10 7 17 
River 2 years ; 0 0 0 2 1 3 

Kit ; 0 0 0 : 0 0 0 
Total ] 11 7 18 12 8 20 
Adult 13 4 17 5 7 12 
2 years 2 1 3 2 1 3 

Good Hope il it 0 0 0 3 2 5 

Total 15 5 20 10 10 20 

Adult 1 9 3 4 7 
2 years 1 0 1 3 4 7 

Noi^an Kit 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 

Total 9 1 10 6 4 10 

Adult . 6 3 9 1 2 3 
2 years 2 3 5 4 2 6 

Simpson Kit , 0 0 0 3 2 5 

Total 8 6 14 8 6 14 
•Adult : 8 2 10 : 9 4 13 
2 years : k 1 5 : . 7 0 7 
Kit : 5 0 5 0 0 0 

LiaxM 
Total \ 17 • 3 20 i 16 4 20 

Adult 17 63 : 2B 24 52 
A l l 2 years : 9 5 14 : 18 4 22 
Settlements: K i t : 5 0 5 ; 6 5 10 



\ These 'data bear out the contention of the native 
hunters that they can take nore large animals 'of the male sex i f they 
are allowed to shoot the anjjs-.als a f t e r the i c o begins "to break up than 
they co'.xld bo trapping them e a r l i e r i n tho season. I t should be pointed 
out , hov/ever, that the of s e l e o t i c i : -;:arci3ed i s not inarkod and 
that other' factors may enter i n which jfiay i n ef fect negate the seaming 
advantages of t i l l s method harvest . 

I n the, f i r s t p l a c e , there i s the damage to fur by 
shooting, though the p o s s i b i l i t y of t h i s i s probably no treater than 
the p o s s i b i l i t y of c u t t i n g the p e l t of a trapped animal i n c h i s e l l i n g 
i t out of the i c e . Secondly, there i s the danger that the ani-nal may 
s ink and be l o s t a f ter i t i s shot. Our data show that anjjnals v / i l l 
f l o a t again a f ter a var iab le time and may be recovered i f they do not 
lodge under ths i c e . The l o s s from t h i s fac tor i s coiinterbalanced i n . 
trapping by the niimber. of animals which wring off a foot and escape 
from the t r a p , 

—- • Perhaps the most va3J.d object ion to harvest by the 
use of f i re-anas i s that the method opens up greater opportunity for 
poaching on reg is tered trapping areas, Poachinr during the trapping 
season h-as more rislc of detect ion since traps are more apt to be 
found and t r a i l s are easier to f o l l o w . But i f animals can be shot 
i n opon water i t beconies very d i f f i c u l t to observe the act of poaching 
and tc fo l low and apprehend the miscreant. The system of, sea l ing of 
beaver furs as at present pract iced discourages th© i l l e g a l sale of 
fur but w i l l have l i t t l e deterrent a c t i o n on poaching on trapping 
areas, 

It- i s further pointed out that i t i s possible to 
e l iminate beaver from a given area much more r e a d i l y by shooting than 
i t i s by trapping and t h i s should be borne i n mind, V/ell regulated 
shooting of beaver i s a des irable and e f f i c i e n t method of harvest . 
Poor ly regulated and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e shooting i s dangerous both to 
the heaver population and to the whole idea of regis tered trapping 
areas, 

I t h i n k i t i s adequately established that the harvest 
of males i n excess of females has no r e a l harmful ef fects on the rate 
of reproduction i n beavers. Since th© harvest i s made af ter the onset 
of the breeding season and since most of the females by trapping and 
shooting time w i l l be already bred and carrying young there i s good 
argueiv.ent that they should be 39 f t i n the lodge to have t h e i r young, ~ 
Since the males havo f o r the year served t h e i r purpose i n tha repDcduct-
ive a c t i v i t y and since t h e i r p e l t s are u s u a l l y larger they can be 
harvested to advantage. 

Most of the p e l t s turned i n were reported to have been 
w e l l handled and the niajority gi'aded "No. 1" regardless of how l a t a i n 
the spring tliey were taken. Tliere i s ev ident ly no marked d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
i n the q u a l i t y of the f u r of beaver up to the 24th of Kay^when the l a s t 
animals were taken, Tliough the p e l t s v/ere adequately handled thore i s 
s t i l l room f o r improvenient and continued i n s t r u c t i o n s on proper methods 
are needed, not only for beaver, but for a l l f u r . 

Table I I shows the period during which the beaver v/ere 
harvested at each settlement. I n spi te of the differences i n l a t i t u d e 
betv/een the several posts there i s a remarkable consistency i n the 
dates when shooting was i n s t i t u t e d . With the exception of one animal 
taken at A r c t i c Red River on A p r i l 29 a l l exporLmental shooting was 
done between May 10 and May 2iv, The s p e c i a l season closed on May 25 
and a l l trappers were able to f i l l t h e i r quotas by that date. The 
hunters a t ' A r c t i c Red PJ.vor f o l t that if^ shooting only v/ere allowed 
the above date v/aa too ear ly for the season to tcnvdnata, June 1 might 
have been b e t t e r . The season at F r a n k l i n i s l a t e r than i t i s at j 
Norman by about 10 days and tha Game O f f i c e r there recomrsiended a l a t e r | 
date f o r that area. 



Table II - Dates of Corumencement and conclusion of trapping and 
shooting bsaver at five settlements i n the Northwest 
T a r r i t o r i f s During tho spring of 1950. 

Local i ty ^ Shooting 
Ue'<in; 

, Ti-apping 
Kndi I liegint End: 

l ^ i i " 2 8 

A p r i l 26 

A p r i l 9 

A p r i l 29 

A p r i l 20 

Arct ic Red River 

Good Hopo 

Norman 

Sijflpson 

Liard 

A p r i l 29 Hay 2U j l̂ .arch 6 

Viay 15 ?.'ay 22 ! A p r i l 5 

liay 11 May 20 i Jiarch 18 
I 

liay 16 Uay 2if ; A p r i l 16 
t 

May 10 iiay 2U t March 15 
: 

The Cajue Officers who acted as observers for 
this experiment made their recommendations as to v/iiether or not harvest 
of beaver employing fire-ar/iUi should baallov/ed. Their suggestions are 
incorporated i n the recomiaendations which follow. Realizing the circurfl-
stances under which the invaatigation had to be carried on credit i s 
reflected on these Officers for obtaining such adequate data as they d i d . 

The majority of the trappers involved at the f ive 
settlements l i s t e d are either native Indian or Metis and most of tham 
trap on large group areas with others of their ov/n band. They do hot 
l i k e to trap beaver, they f ind i t arduous and cold , Th.ey have not learned 
how to trap beaver correct ly though* there i s no doubt that they could 
learn to do so eventually. On the basis of th i s experi-nent i t has been 
demonstrated that they can harvest beaver more e f f i c i ent ly by the use of 
fire-arms than by trapping. Cn registered trapping areaa as they exist 
in the Northwest Terri tor ies the beaver cropping i s so controlled that 
there vri.ll be suff ic ient brooding stock remaining after eacli harvest to 
keep the papulation from deteriorating i n numbers. The f i r s t requisite 
i a that some animals be taken from each colony, this number presently 
set at one animal per occupied lodge. I f this can be done more e f f i c ­
ient ly by shooting than by trapping thon, except for the reservation 
regarding poaching stated e a r l i e r , I uec l i t t l e objection to usirig 
either method, Tha choice would rest with tho individual trapper. 

ReconriiendatiGns 

1, V7ithin the accuracy of our data i t has been demonstrated that 
harvesting of beaver by tho use of fire-arms i s more ef f ic ient i n 
taking the large r-sale animals than i s trripping, Cn this basis i t ie 
suggested that there are few grounds for withholding this method froi:rt 
use by those trappers on registered trapping areas, 

2, ^ur data show that a ,22 cal ibre r i f l e was adequate for the 
harvest of beavor and that a heji\ler cartridge was more apt to damage 
the pel t and thereby lower i t s trade value, I i i s recotnr/.ended thrt i f 
shooting be allowed tlmt no ca3ibro larger th£n ,25 be permitted use. 

3, I t i s desirable thrit the use of fire-arras for the harvesting of 
beaver be restricted to registered trap l i n o s . 

4, I f i t i s considered advisable to employ fire-arms in tho harvest 
of beaver i t v / i l l be necessary to lengthen the season during which ' 
beaver may be* l ega l ly taken, A closing date of Msy 25 seems reasonable 
for iTKJst areas bearing in mind that the trapper i s under no coinpulsion 
'to tal:o a l l of his fur by this method^ In the interest of f i r e danger 
in .spring i t i a important that a l l trappera quit tho bush coui-.try as 
early as possible in t h e spring. In the southern section the season 
might close a week e a r l i e r , i . o , May 16, 
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5» Trapping, even as done at present, io selective to almost as 
great a degree as shooting of beaver. Xf i t i s deemed unsafe to 
reinstate shooting as a method harvest, then more instruction in 
methods of trapping could be given to native holders of General 
Hunting. Licences-, L see no reason, aaxue from lack of enthusiasm 
for the physical labour involved, why many hunters could not become 
as proficient at trapping beaver as they are at shooting thera, 
IVhether a l l trappers could at ta in this proficiency i s another matter. 
I doubt i f they could, 

6, Though I real ize the greater eff ic iency of shooting beaver, as 
demonstrated by the data herein presented and the opinions of the 
Game Officers involved, I also real ize the danger of the method 
and the abuses to which i t could lead. I cannot, therefore, f u l l y 
recommend i t . I f i t could be adequately enforced by the Game 
Officers and i n t e l l i g e n t l y employed by the trappers the method 
would prove valuable, I doubt i f either enforcement or intell igence 
levels are i n a l l cases at present adequate. 

Submitted by: 

W, E . Stevens 



B'OAVf̂  / TR-^PriMG AHD SÎ OOTING 

FORT imMm H.W.T. - • • • -

I t \d..l_l be noted that I have only pot 20 beaver, 
10 shot and 10 trapped. To pet 20 shot beaver we vrould have had to 
had two•different pax'ties and stayed away from Headquarters for six 
weeks to do three days' v/ork because of s i t t i n g at the junction of 
the Bear and.Uackensiu Rivers . 

I t w i l l be noted that a l l asy beaver wore shot v/ith 
a 22 r i f l e . To use a bigger r i f l e seems fool ish as i t would damage 
tho fur to a greater extent. I f you foo l around v/ith a beaver a l i t t l e 
i t i s a l l close range shooting and a ,22 i s more accurate in the average 
hands than a high cal ibre r i f l e . 

A l l the beaver were shot :S-n th© head, tiost of our 
• beaver wore shot in running water and only one boaver could have been 
lo s t . Tills was under extremely bad conditicn3 — too close to over­
hanging i c e , very poor l ight and I am very siu-o i t was a clean miss 
and that we got this beaver tv/o hours l a ter , although i t i s possible 
that this beaver v/as l o s t . Shooting a beaver with a ,22 r i f l e does 
not damage the fur in the least . I t k i l l s a beaver outright and, 
therefore, I would recommend the use of a firearm hot larger than a 
25-20. 

Trapping was done by an experienced beaver trapper 
and i t was also very successful. I t might as well be known that the 
Indians do not trap beaver. They are either too lazy to trap as i t 
includes a l o t of work or they do not know how, I have not a doubt 
that i f the. trappers tr ied and learned they could trap beaver suc'cess-

• f u l l y vdthout twisting o f f , losing traps, etc. — a l l the old excuses. 
But through my experience with shooting i t i s much easier and in my 
case i t was just as eff ic ient as the most experienced trapper and by 
shooting, as i n trapping I surmise, you can shoot 75% males i f you 
go by the rules that aLiioat a l l tranpers know, I ivould recommend 
under the new system of registrat ion that the trapper may take a 
beaver either by shooting or trapping but the use of a bi|iger r i f l o 
i n shooting, I believe, should be banned aa a ,22 i s suff ic ient . 
However, that i s not .necessary as the trapper w i l l not destroy a 
pelt with a she l l that cost more and also depletes the price of his 
f u r . 

A l l the pelts that I shot up to the 20th of iSay 
were prime and I have good roiison to believe are prim© u n t i l the 
f i r s t of June. 

This was an avora;;e, normal year. I recommend 
that the season on beaver and muskrat be closed on the 24th of Uay 
for the Fort Norman d i s t r i c t . Fort Frankl in d i s t r i c t i s at leaot 
10 days la ter and, i f possible, i n the future the trappers in tiiat 
v i c i n i t y should have an extension on their season. The season on 
beaver shou3.d be the same as for rats in this part icular d i s t r i c t — 
either that or the quota per hunter reduced i f i t i s seen that the 
beaver i s being depleted. This i s a very good beaver d i o t r i c t « 

Yours t r u l y , 

-1 B. Boyes, 
Warden, 



( BMVER SHOOTING KXPERIMia-JT 

FORT SIliPSOK lUW.T. 

Enclosed please f ind 28 beaver t a l l y sheets, 
14 of these are of the shot beaver and 14 are tho trapped, Vi'o 
could have shot twenty beaver i f v/e would have taken females and k i t s . 
Wo were on the a rea • of James Laf ferty , Area Itaber 3I6 and lie wo\ild 

• allow no shooting of females. We also had Tour days of r a i n , so I 
cal led oi'f the shoot on the 24th of May, as I thought the season 

. was getting la te . But the season was s t i l l a l l r ight as a l l of the 
beaver graded number 1. V/e lost no beaver during the shoot or none 
wore lost during the trapping. We were able to pick out the large 
beaver and leave the females during the shoot which i s impossible 
while trapping under the i c e . About the only place a person w i l l 
f ind the female about to have young i s either near tho lodge or dam. 
The female does nearly a l l of the work on the dam, so i f a person 
stayes away from the lodge or dam he would be unl ikely to get a 
female x-dth young. The feed bed i s near the lodge and this i s 
where the trappers trap the beaver under the i c e , so thei-e i s a 
good chance to catch a female. 

I had those beaver graded and valued by the 
three traders at Siirpson, The price I l i s t e d i s the average price 
offered for each beaver. 

All three traders agreed that there was less 
damage on the shot beaver then the trapped ones. The only damage on 
the'shot beaver was bullet holes in the head which doesn't devalue 
the pelt as long as the holes are ahead of the ears, Quito a few of 
the trapped beaver have ice chise l cuts on thei^ this i s due to 
cutting the beaver out of the ice after being trapped. 

' V . L, Shattuck, 



£>:pmmiTAL HAIIVESTIKG OF 

. FORT LIARD mfH 

"At your request have graded the shot beaver 
and the trapped beaver v/hich you have shown us. 

We find that the shot pelts are s l i ght ly 
in fer ior i n qual i ty and value as compared with tho trapped ones. 
Two of these pelts v;e c lass i f i ed as being damaged due to being 
shot,^ Another v/as s l ight ly danaged for the same reason. Four of 
these shot pelts were quite blue indicating that they might have 
been late caught. These pelts were a l l v/ell handled. 

The trapped pelts were a l l well handled and 
prime, apparently caught in season. 

Tho sized of the shot boaver and the trapped 
ones comr)are favourably. That i s , the number of email pelts i s 
liioitod in both cases. 

Trust thia information i s satisfactory to 
you, " . 

Yours f a i t h f u l l y , 
For the Hudson*s Bay Company, 

R, S. Cunningham." 

Notei With reference to the damaged shot pelts mentioned above, 
these vrere shot in the body vfith a 3O-3O cal ibre r i f l e using soft-
nosed bullets*-

The blue pelta mentioned were those caught 
between May 19th and the 23rd i n a Beaver pond. 

C. J , Shattuck 



FORT LIARD NWT 

. Enclosed please f i n d f o r t y completed forms covering 
twenty shot beaver and twenty trapped beaver, also report on 
these beaver by S, Cunningham, ForvHudson's Bay Co. 

The above twenty shot beavor were taken from lakes, 
beaver ponds and r i v e r s and shot with d i f f e r e n t c a l i b r e r i f l e s , 
22, 25-20 and 3O-3O. A l l these beaver f l o a t e d , however, several 
kicked under but came to the surface a f t e r death. ITiree of 
these beaver were shot i n the body with a c a l i b r e 3O-3O r i f l e 
and were damaged up to 251̂  but i f shot i n the head there i s no 
damage to the p e l t . 

In trapping the above twenty beaver nearly t h i s many 
were l o s t , through "^^f^inging o f f " and p u l l i n g out of the trap. 
These beaver may not die from the d i r e c t cause of t h i s i n j u r y 
but they would be handicapped i n feeding and i n escaping from 
t h e i r enemies. 

The sises of t h e ^ shot and trapped beaver compared 
favourably with the trapped ones of a s l i g h t l y better q u a l i t y 
aa they were caught e a r l i e r i n the season. 

In t h i s d i s t r i c t I believe shooting of beaver should 
be allowed and the season should be extended to May 15th, 

In shooting a trapper i s more able to pick h i s beaver 
as he need not shoot k i t s , i n trapping t h i s i s hard to co n t r o l . 
I don't think there i s any more damage to the p e l t i n shooting 
than i n trapping. There i s no damage to a pelt i f shot i n tho 
head but a trapped beaver i s sometimes damaged i n cutt i n g him out 
of the i c e . 

I f a trapper i s allowed ten days hunting after open 
water he i s better able to conserve his beaver, as he can tlien 
take " t r a v e l l e r s " that he would otherwise lose. This year 
breakup was about May 1 and irom May 10 to May 20 I saw about 
12 beaver on the L i a r d River and the natives reported seeing 
about 25. These are not beaver that l i v e on the r i v e r , but 
have come from some trapping area, 

A hunter taking his beaver from streams and r i v e r s 
vfoa].d not l i k e l y catch as many female i-dth young or Jdts as he 
would from a lake or beaver pond. In mountain stroams and 
r3.vers where the water i s cold beaver; as a r u l e , stay prims 
l a t e r i n the season than they do on inland lakes v;here the v/ater 
i s warmer. 

Warden C, J . Shattuck. 
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Andre John claims i t ia beet to ahoot beaver. • 

Rensonst 

1, When beaver come out of lodges, i t i s alv/ays the male that 
comes out f i r s t (feeding time). One can then be sure he i s not 
shootinga female, V/hen trapping females aro caught many timss* 

2» Recommends ,22 r i f l e for shooting. 30-30 too b i g . Unless 
you h i t beaver i n head, the skin w i l l ba spoiled. 

3. Should shoot them i n May. W i l l not then sh.oot pregnant 
beaver as they stay i n lodges at that time of year. The medium 
beaver and large males,on other hand, roam rivers and creeks. 



AIcla^rik, N.W.T 
March 5, 1950. 

Get, John Uorrison 
Arct ic Red River, N.W.T. 

Re I l^T'erimental Beaver Shooting 

I am enclosing herewith forms and instructions for a 
beaver harvesting experiment v/liich i s to be carried on this 
spring. As soon as yoxi get this le t ter pick out the men 
you think w u l d be satisfactory for the shooting pliase of 
the project and send their names by \d.reles3 to the Super­
intendent of Forests and V/i ldl i fe at Fort Smith. I t should 
be pointed out that persons who trap ..their quota are not 
e l ig ib le for shooting beaver. And tho beaver taken by those 
hunters selected to do the shooting are not in addition to 
the ir regular quota. Ten beaver only are allowed for each 
permit as under Section 66 of the Game Act . The same forms 
may be used for ta l ly ing both shot and trapped beaver. It 
i s expected that you v d l l accorafiany the hunters who are 
doing the trapping and shooting. 

If you have any questions as to procedure i n this 
project kindly send them to ms by wireless so that no time 
may be l o s t . Regards, 

W, E , Stevens, 



y Fig» 7 Beaver lodge b u i l t into the bank of a small creek 
I " • • 

near Enbarras portage, Athabaska River. 
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