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1. Caribou - Aerial surveys - Aklavik
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“Ceribou Su.rvr,. \ Prom Aklavj_.}’ to slo Rwe.— Seotcnaer 27, l ;3' ;

‘-‘g ' -'d'ﬁz'f'On éeptember‘29;'Warden Coooer and‘m&self oohdueted‘thiefeorveé
o in the chartered Aklav1k Flylng Serv1ce s "Gessna 195 " plloted by
f7g . M Zubko. Because of poor weather oondltlons, 1nolud1ng fog, rain
| ‘and enow, ie survey had been delajed about two Weekso ' - _"g

- On September 10, Cst, R.E, Moore, R.C.M. Police, 01d Crow |

e e e

C Detachment, reported thet aoproxmately 9,000 caribou had ‘been ‘
| . obeerved in 014 Crou'Mountuln erea about August 20, These anlmais -
were travelllng towards the 0l4 Grow Flats, but, as yet, none had
%‘-‘;f":“z-crossed‘the Porcuplne River, About September 27, Cst. Moore re-’
- | ported "thousands" of oarlbou in the Old Crow Flate. Several Si
radlo schedules were made w1th him to obtain additlonal informetlon,‘“
;13 but none were: successful because of interference,  Arrangements
. have been made to procure a more detailed report from him
Eij3 Thls survey was about 300 miles in length flown from 1151
} o $0-1416 hour It had been planned to conduct this survey in
:éf"fjfthe Old Crow-Flats area. However, after flying for 15 mlnutes

' J,from Aklavrk towards McDoqull Paes, “it-could be seen that the'
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?f;g -f'if Pass was "closed in" with low cloud strata. 1At 1206 hours, we

: changed our course and flew northwestvard alOﬂﬂ the Richerdson

i

. Mountalns towards "Canos Lake" and the forks of the Blow ther;
. The fllght llneo flovn on thlsaqufare shown on Flg. 1.
Brlefly, the area sur veyed ‘was from “Black Mountaln" (M, Good—
.. enough) across “Wlllow" end "John Martln" creeks to ‘"Cenoe Lake"
(68015!1\1 135044*11). We orossed the forks of "Fish" Oreek, con-—\
"l.tinued to the east ‘branch of the Blow River to the nforks” and

1

sl

;N 'fwest to the next creek (68045'N 1370;0'NJ At thls p01nt, we
i '_}returned to "Flsh Greek " flV1ng gslightly north of the prev1ous

route, landlng et Ak_av1k at 1416 hours,

; The weather condltlons vrere marelnel w&th low stratus clouds
, moving northward into the aree in which the survey was belng con-

) ne ducted, It wae 1mp0531b1e to fly up the Blow-Rlver which 1s an

: alternatlve route to the Old Crow Flats, The mountalns and +undra
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" ‘were covered with a layer of smow which facilitated our obser-~ - .

“;vationsgof groups of caribou and their trails., The small lakes

- and streams were also covered with & thin layer of ice and sno",

A tetal of 8,494 caribou were counted, 3,977 from eerial.

;"phetogfaphs, end 4,517 in small grou@s hy Cooper and ﬁyself.
" The small groups of caribou.stretched from "Fish Creek" (680“27'N

'1360 14'N) to the creek west of the Blow Rlver (68O 44'N 1570 32' 7),

a dlstanoe of about 40 miles, The larger concentratlons were observed

in the YFish Creek" area and sm~ll°r numbers in the Blow River area,

From th° directlon of their treils, the carlbou appeared to have

travelled eastward from the headwaters of the Bebbege River, paral-

lellng the coast to the Blow River, and follow1ng up tha eect branch

.0of that river to'Fish Creek" From there, their movement seemed. to

”be towards -the Little Bell end Ret Rivers area, On the return flight

from the Blow River to "Fish Creek“; which was about Tour miles

#orth of the first flight line, only a few ceribou were seen. 'Thus

- the width‘of.the_frqnt'of this movement was nerrov, Noférails-were

i)‘obserena wﬂilé'flying from "Fish Creek" to the Mackenzie. Delta..

'Accordlng to. Zubko ‘1o caribou were seen in thls area on September

<20 during a fllght from Aklavmk to Herschel Island. If a survey

of the Old Crow Flate area could have been made, a more complete
renort on the numter of Carlbou end - thelr movements coul'q hqve
been given. |

From aerial observations on this survey, snd from a review

“of theleeriel photograpﬁs, the groups of caribqulwere of a heterogenous

. composition consisting of edult bulls, cows with-calves,fand other age

end sex classes;' A greater number of adult bulls were seen on this

' survey -than on any previous ones, as it was maede just prior to the

e Ea g i s b meidanos e e A ko dn emm ef e s s meeem e am . —alman s m e e e e

rutting pex;iod° _Three and four adult bulls could be seen feeding

together and resting close together. In one instence two adult
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bulls were seen Sparring with their antlers, F¥rom a count meds
~from a sgeries of photovranhs recorded in Table l taken from the
Blow River to "Fish Creek", 86 of = total of 469 Enlmals, or 18. 3@
- were bullé oveéithree yeafs of sge, These animels could be counted

easily in the groups, with little possibility of error. The number

M. of calves counted was 64 out of 469 or 15,8%. - o

04

Table 1, Proportions of Celves snd Aqult Bulls in
Counts from Fhotographg taken September 29, 1953,

I - Adult |
Photograph No, Celves - Bullg o Total
15 6 21 65
-18 5 8 41
22 2 8. 33
26 4 4 28 .
32 3 - 8 65 -
34 12 5 L
37 4 13 48 .
28 .6 2 : 30
39 5 10 - - 50
41 14 - : 32
51 = g A8
64 86 469
Per Cent =~ . 15.8% ;‘"_lB.B%., 11000
'Table.2; Counts from Aerial Photographs Taken T.
- Anrll 18 and 19, 1952, . :
' Rising Two-Yeer- ;Adulf . Adult "
Number _Yearling' T 014 Cow Bull - Totel
Blow River Aree - April'lS K
3-20 . nil. 1 -5 Nil -6
5—10—11 4 7 U35 ‘ - 46
2-18 15. T11 .20 | . 46
3-20 . PR -5 11 : 20
=19 - 1. 3 .6 . 10
3-22. 11 16 43 .70
5=27 - ' 4 - 1 13
3-28 4 6 10 : 20
Subtotal - 43 51 137 Nil 231
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" Rat and Porcuvine Rivers Arez - April 19 .

‘Rising Two-Year- Adult Ajult

Number Yearling - 014 Cow ~Bull  Total

22 7 7 23 Nil 37

2-4 4 4 14 22

2-5 3 6 17 -1 2]
2-13 14 21 33 °3 71 -
2-31 9 "9 - 28 - a6
2=33 5 .3 1 ' 15

2-15 T 13 28 .. ., 48

2-47 2 3 12 - i EE A
2-48 . 8 10 26 44 -
Subtotal 66 86 206 4 362
TOTAL 109 137 443 4 593

Per Cent 18.3 23,2 '57.8 - 0.7  100.0. .

A serieg of aeriel photographs, teken in April; 1952, in the
Blow River area end, Porcupine Rivers erea, were .anelysed. The
age class ratios of these two groups ere rscorded in Table 2,

vhere for- purﬁdses of analycis, the'dat9 have baen grouped tovether.

. It appears legitlmate to assume that the two groups were part of

'the main herd y 88 no conclu31vn data have been collmctaé to show

the etlstence of more than one dlstlnct herd in this area,

_ of 593 anlmals counted on the Dhotograbhq 18. 3% were rising
yearllnos, 3,2ﬁ two-yeer-olds, end 58, 5n others, Dredom,"a+ely
adult cows, - In A@ri » 1953 Munro end Sﬂott (195%) found an

average of 24 1% r151ng yequlngs in a total samnl, of 1 354

an;mals. The small difference between the 1952 and 1953 calf

cfops may be the result 'of the small 1954 sample, .0OT €rror on
the part of the wrlter in 1nterpret1nﬂ the eerial photogranhso'
Also, the heavy huntlng pressurs by natives from Aklav1k Fort
McPherson, and 014 Crow in 1951 may heve reduced the celf crop
by selectlvo huntlng. In October and early November, hunters

av01d kllllng adult bulls becausa the meat is hlgh, durlng the
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_rut+ ng per:.od. ,n 1952 tb h'LlIl“'lI’lF-' -prec-'s e b' the natlves of
‘Aklavik -and Fort thherson ves much louer then in 1951 because

" the carlbou herds were not contacted,

- The calf-crop retlo of 15, 8% in 1953 is lower -thaen would

be’ expected in September, since winter and sprlng losses can be

, eypected to reduce this figure. The composition of the groups

in September vas notlceablv dlfferent from that of Aprll._ In-
ﬁnrll only a few bulls werc nresent w1tb the r1s1ng yoarllnos, z

twoayear-olds and adult cows, while in September adult’ bu_ls

“wers. present 1n convlderable numbers. Their pressnce would

tend to lower the retlo of calves:to totel numbers. In April,
1954 further data will be collected on aae and sex ratioe to
obtaln comnarable data w1th prev1ous years, . |

177G mins

- B,H., McEwen,
‘Mammalogist,
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