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An aerial Survey vas conducted O August 6 and 7> Eslnr The local

.Aklﬁfik Flying Ssrviqa aircraft, Cessna 155. The ekservers wers A. Pilom
,H: ané =mys elf A.Zhe-puréose oQ‘thls survey \as te obtein information on tho
;;55 ;i distribution of-the'céribeu on their summer ranges and obtain calf cougts.‘
.On Augﬁst 2,'a.rep5rt was ?eceived that a 1£rge haré, numbering about

30,000 had been seen in the Firth river area, near Jos Creek, during mid=

-July. Taler, a bopy of a'lctter froiz ReFa Scoett to D.A. Muzro was received

‘.‘conualn¢n6 a 1"L‘lur &coount ef thc ehservations which vers wmade oy L. Suuater.

Tt wus h“pud o waiils survey To Locato Wie reported group ef caribuu, but

R

. unfortunuue¢f This Mas nob Uhe cases Howover, it was possisle on August 6,
Ato land on & lake ébout 12 miles southeast of our cache on the Firth'Riiar,
‘prck the valuable items of eguipment to the aircraft sud »Ake 8 permanent,

" Woll-narked cache of'thb-reﬂaindor of the equipmsnt., The details of this

phase of the werk had “been separately viritten in a letter, dated September 15,

1953,
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:A ﬁégal of'ééo ﬁiles, anproxlzatoly; rer$ ¢1awn cu Aupust. 6 axd 7.

] '{Jine fllgnt llues flow& on this surrey are reoorde; on 2 mep (Appendlx a)

; " - At 1107 nours, e aep;rted from Aklav;x crosslng thne cast branch of *Ha glow
1Rlvsr about 20 wiles fron the.forks and the waat branch about 10 miles,

‘contlnulng noruhwest towards tho coast. About six miles oppbsité‘Shinglo
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- Point we flew west and southwaSU to tHo headiaters of the Babbage River, themce

';across %o the Firth River at Joe Creok sand down the Firth River. 4 landing‘
. |- '
Was. made at 1330 hours. Onlv one carlbou was seen on this fllgnt. A larze
"number of deop tralls, mnde fairly recontly by caribou, were soeﬂ in a

L ,'°vallcy Trom the haadwaters of the Babbage towards Joe Creek.

The directica of

';..novement of the carlbou could not be determined from these treiis He caribou

\"

“wero séen in t w2 Firth. Rchr area, but heavily utlllzed tralls were seen along

the banks of the river.

- o Gn Auwust 7, We took-off'aﬁ 0950 hours, flying along the foothille

cr0531ng the creek east of the Firth River at 69°14r N and 138952¢ W, and

cont:nulng towards Klng Point. Then, we {lew southeastwaré towards the Barn

Mountains (68040' N, 138033’ W) crossing the west branch of the Blow Ri
following along this branch to:

wards the forks, After crossing the east branch
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f%ﬁi f%v?f~”éf}?%ffébéut eight miles from the forks, Wwe returned to Aklavik alcaz the foothills,

-~ landing at 1152 hours.

No carloeu were ooserved untll about 18 mlles west of the- wast

i

‘~fi;  7: o branoh of the Blew River, (68°37' N, 138°10'). Frca this point snall groups

'of.caribou were found bebtween the branches of the Blow to the eazt branpﬁ;t

"1;The small Eroups were circled to deterzine the number of calvas. The cal;es

were largor and darker in colour than those seen 1n June. Stil¢, it was
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“dlfflcult to plck out the calves because they tended to run closely ];:-:J.c:]md.'“-"é

.; With the adults. Tﬁey could ea311y be dlstlngu1shed from the ‘other anwmnls -
Cdin the group, bub our counts may not have included all the calves in the ﬁi.%.
. b . . : . _ .

; @fi groﬁp. Of thoe 07 caribou classificd 22 wers calves and 65 aduiﬁg{ ; _ . g

Totalf

. Adult fame
I 4 22 S
el 8 2 . 5. 2
F T PR | 1 12
L 4 1 5
ol 1 2
2 1 3 :
2 1 3
5 4. 2 ! -
20 9 290 . L S
‘ T8 22 . 87 - ST

Tho total number of car;bou seeu an this'sufvev was 92}‘ Four

;gr¢zzly 5 -rs And ons wolf were swen. aneo of tha nenrs Were seen on

August 7 in a rel&tlvely small area, near tha Blcw Rivar, in the same

'areu nharo small groups of carlbOu -ere eLT-1-5 o8 109

It is of 1nterest to kuow tnat on Sepuambor 20 e Zubko fleﬁ-to,-

R Bers hol Islnui foll ow1ng the foothllls and coast as far as Kay Point befors
cr0531ng to derscbel.A Onrthc return fri?fhe flew further imlard crbssing the

'forks of tno Baboage and Blow Rlvers and contlnulng to Canoe Lnko ane Aklavlk. -

No carivou were seen on this. flight ﬂltnrugh sp301al atteutlon was peid to
observe carlbéu. |
:f'il-i_  :' ;7 i “on Septemhar 8, Cat. Canom, Herschel I»l d DﬁtaChEG“u, dlsolcsed Tha |
fron imtarviews he had witli employees at the Aalcaxn River &;erican Army Basze,
a iarge aumber of caribou femnined in the afea, aboﬁf 25 miles from fh$ mouth of
the Malcolm River, from the last part cf May unti l mid-June. The caribou moved
. westward from this area, When the opportunity srisss I shall éndeaveur to-procar
a fuller accoumt of ths caribau im that area from the persons who'wefe werking

there.

Respesctfully submitted.
T 2 2

E.d. liciwen, lammalogist,.
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