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y:/ ':Hiffs<'^''::^^^ Ko.- 2- , .'.erial Siu-rey, J^.usU3y6'aad 7/1953. '''.• 
•.:̂ ••<v.::̂ • •• ' — - • — ^ f-^^f'^' : 

^ . • . . • • • • . . y ^ • -

• An a e r i a l survey vras conducted 6ii August 6 aiad 7^ using the l o c a l 

- Aklavik ? l y i . i g Service a i r c r a f t , Cessna 195, Tho observers were A* P i l o n ^ 

and ays e l f , . The-"Durpose of t h i s survey v.'as t o ohtt-ia i n f orniatioji on tho <g 
:• d i s t r i b u t i o n of • t h e caribou on t h e i r simmer rango and obtain c a l f counts. ^ > 

-̂ ; • : ..On August 2, a report vras received that a large hord, numbering about < 

. ' . 30,000 had been soon i n the P i r t h r i v o r area, near Joo Crook, duriMg aiid- §5 
> U-
r - -n . 

•July. L=Ab»r, w copy of a l e t t e r frou R.P. Scott to D.A. Muru:^ was roceivtod r; 

' - c o a t & i i t i A g a fu^.l^^r acoount wf the observRtions Tfhich wers iiaac oy i * . SuiiAer. 

• I t w a s hoped o>i t l i i a survey to looato tlic r^partod groii.p of G?.ribuu, but rn 

unfortoiiately t h i s T iaa Kot.thc* Ok^hio. HovTovor, i t was p o s s i b l e on August 6, 

- J to land on a l a k e about 12 R i l e s southeast cf our cache on the F i r t h RiVor, 

: pack tho valuable itens of equipment to the a i r c r a f t and jfcake a perHanent, 

• - well-Marked cache of tho r©«ai:ador of the equipnent. Tho d e t a i l s of t i i i s 

phase of tho work has^een separately >Yritton i n a l e t t e r , dated Septeaber 16, 

/: [ ' • 1953. • . , ' " • • . • 

' • • A t c b a i o f 490 wiles, approxisiatoly, wers flown cu August. 6 asd 7. 

y .The f l i g h t l i a e s flown on t h i s survey are recorded on a map (Appendix a ) . 

.At 1107 hours, vfe departed f r o e Aklavik crossing tho east branch of ijig Blow 

River about 20 j t i l o s fro-a the forks and the west branch about l O m i l o s , 

; -I ; continuing northwest towards tho coast. About s i x K i i l e s opposite Shinglo 

- Point wo flow west and southwest to tho hoadwatore of the Babbage River, thonce 

across to tho F i r t J i River at Joo Crook and down the P i r t h River. A landing 

. was Made a t 1330 hours; Only one caribou was seen on t h i s f l i g h t . A l a r g e 

i ttUHbor of deop t r a i l s , made f a i r l y r e c e n t l y by caribou, wore seen i n a 

. } - • , v a l l e y f r o a the headwaters of tho Babbage towards Joe Creok. The d i r o c t i c i i of 

I ;, Boveiaont of tho caribou could not be detorjflined from those t r a i l s . No caribou 

•j wero soon i n the Firth.Hivor area, but h e a v i l y u t i l i z e d t r a i l s wero soon along 

the banks of the r i v o r . 

- , On August 7, wo t o o k - o f f at 0950 hours, f l y i n g along the f o p t h i l l B 

j crossing the creek east of, tho F i r t h River at 69°14' N and 138*^52* W, and 

continuing towards King Point. Then, we flow southeastward towards tho Barn 

Hou«t*ins (68°40. H. 138033. 17) c r o s s i n g t h , ..st branch oC t h . Blow River »nd -

rono-,nng alo.g t h i s W o h to-,«r*s tha f o r k . , A f t o r croBsing t h , ea,t branch 



•about eight axles f r o a the f o r k s , we returned to Aklarik: aloag the f o o t h i l l s , 

landing a t 1132 hours* • • ' 

Ko caribou were obsorTed u n t i l about 16 r i l e s west of tho-wost 

braach of th© Blow R i r o r . (68°37* II, 138010»). Frc^i t h i s p o i n t s n a i l groups 

of .caribou were found betvTeen the branches of the Blow to t h e e a s i branch* , 

Tho small groups wore c i r c l e d to dotsr-zine the number of calTes.~ The c a l r e s 

were l a r g e r and darker i n coloior than those seen Jiine* S t i l l , i t was 

d i f f i c u l t t o p i c k out t h o calves bocauso thoy tended to run c l o s e l y packed. - ; 

with t h e adults* Tliey could e a s i l y be distinguished froM the other animals 

I H tho group, but our counts may not have iiicluded a l l the c a l v a s i n the 'i 
i : •• . ' ' < •; 

group* Of the 37 caribou c l a s s i f i t s d 22 were calves and 65 adults* j 

• Adult f >wx T o t a l .'•yt'-'^ 

' IB ' _ 4: 22". . -' y 
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' , Tho t o t a l number of caribou seer., or. t h i s survey was 92* Four 

g r i z z l y b c ^ r s aaci ono w o l f wore seen. Three of tho bears were Boon on . 

August 7 i i i a r e l a t i v e l y small area, near tho Blew R i v a r , . i n tho eaao 

area whoro S M a l l groups of caribou wero o'oserred. 

I t i s of i n t e r e s t to know tiiat OB. Septosabor 20, I'l. 2ubko f l o w t o 

Eerschol I s l t n i f o l l o w i n g tho f o o t h i l l s and coast as f a r as Kay Point befora 

crossing to Herschel* . OA the r e t u r n t r i p he flew f u r t h e r iiila«.d c r o s s i n g the 

forks of tho Babbage aad Blow Rivers and continuing to Canoe Lake and Aklavik* 

Ho caribou wore seen OM t h i s f l i g h t clthough s p e c i a l atterttion was p a i d to 

observo caribou* 

On Soptombor.8, Cst. Ca5i03a, Herschel Island Detachment, d i s c l o s e d that 

from iHterviows he h«.A witli omplcyeos at the I^alcolia R i v e r ^ e r i c a n Array Base, 

a large number of caribou remainod i n tho area, about 25 n i l o s f roH tho mouth of 

the Malcolm River, from the l a s t p * r t cf May u n t i l mid-Juno* The caribou Kiored 

westward fro-s t h i s area. When the opportunity a r i s e s I s h a l l er*deaveur to procur 

a f u l l e r account of the caribou i a tliat area from iiio persons who were working 

thoro. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

S.H. l.ICii^Ton, Mammalogist* 
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