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In o memorandum from Head Offiéé dateq November 22,
1948, I received the following adviece: "From the Department of Con~
servation and Use of Natursl Resources, fmerican Museum of Naturel
History, New York, we have received a protest against deterioration
of wildlife habitet In the immediate vieinty of Ghurchili, Manitoba,
gz & result of wocd-cutting and other hunan activities? It was
suggested that T ¥eep this matter in Mind and obtain pertinent data

whenever I was visiting the Churchill area. ' - ;

On August 22, 1°h9,l1 left Winnipeg by C.W. Reilway,
arriving iec Churchlll on the afternoon of the olith, Enroute I was
lucky to fird @ most congeniel companion in the person of a Major
3. Hecdonsld, 0.0, Training Wing, Cenadisn Army, Churchill. From
him I wes abie {c learn in advance much of the general topography,
the industires of Churehill, and some of the Army activities in

relation tec wildlife. I am also much indebied to Lt/Cbl.\J. Tedlie,

D.5.C., Camp Commandant, Churchill, for his extremely helpful cooper-

ation in allcwing me to roasm tie camp area, in providing for two days

& gulde znd some transportation, snd for offering me gsleeping quarters

et the camp for the first three days of ny visit,

My first afternoon at Churchill consisted of gettin
gettled and having a long telk with Col, Tedlie and several N.c.0's,

all of whom are intimately-fanilliar with the area, The remaindef of

my gtay wes gpent in welking 15 - 20 miles a day over the country in
the immedlate vicinity of Churehill, plus two short boat trips up

the Churchill River., The wemther was not in the slightest cooperative -

thnroughout my visit. &g the train pulled into Churchill the skies
darkened, the winds incrsassd in velocity, the sea and river became
te rough for safe pessage in an 18 foot cence, and a cold, driving

rain sitarted to fall. These conditions stayed precisely the same up

to the day I left., I am told that that sort of weather is not at 211




waugual for Churehill ot thiz time of the year.

Factors contibuting 1o the deterioration of wildlife habitat.

1. Wood-ecuntting:- The mention of wood-cutting brings -
g smlle to the faces of residents of the townsite of Churchill. When
one vigite the arez iy is easy fo understand why. The trees, dominantly
Spruce, are for the moet part no taller than an ordinary men., The
trunks are usually the szize of @ man's wrist, or smeller. Dwarf birch
and scrubby willow afe gecattered here znd there., The wood is not at
ail sultable for heating or cooking. The only wood burned in Churchill
is the 0ld wooden cribbing used 10 hold grain in box-cars arriving at
the elevator, or ths remainé of packing crates, This isfused only as
a kEindling with which to start thelr fires..coal is used extensively
to heat the homes and to e¢ook over., Some o0il heaters are seen in the

newer pemes and In the two small hotels.

About 8 miles south of Churchill one sees trees
with & much larger diameter. The only versons who use this wood

supply are treppers livirz in the wilderness sres on either side .of

- the rallway line, There ave very few such trappers, there belng for

exsmple only three within sight of tihe railwey for 70 miles south of
Cwurchill, There zre Section Houses every 12 —~ 15 miles along the

failway whiéh purn little hut coal supplied by the railway.

The R.C.M.B. and the staff of the Army Camp at
Churehill discount entirely the ldea that woodeutting is destroying
any eppreciable smouwnt of wildiife habitat. I am in agreemsnt with

thelr views.

2, Pipre:- Beczuse most of the country is muskeg asnd
quite damp, fire in the bush is practically unknown. All persons

interviewed could not remember ever seeing a bush fire near Churchill,




South'along the railway line emell patches of burnéd bush could bhe
geen, apparently for the purpose of clearing . obstructlions away from
the very low-slung telegraph 1line, These gmsll burns are insignificant
28 the proximity of the railway line would be more than sufficlent

to disturd a strip of habitat slong its length.

Tundre Tires, on the other hakd, are remembered by
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@ Few. These fires burning in the dried mossed and smgll shrubs no
doubt would destroy large areas where carlbou might otherwise feed.
There has not veen such a Tire in the immediate vieinity of Churchill,

but I velieve that further south along the rallway it has happened.

t would zppear that fire can be disregarded as a
cause of the deterioration of wildlife habitat in the immediate
vicinity of Churchill.

3. Construetiont~ The town of Churchill does not at
present show sigﬁs of an eﬁpansion program, It 1s scattered hither
end yon over a {airly large area which could stand considerable
development without affecting new terrain. There are several large
ponds in the townsite, artifically created, which have been, and still
are, gecod places to obgerve many species of birds. According to
local suthorities the numbers and specles to be’ seen here have been
going downihill, due naturally to the increase in traffic over the‘
areas. It is not unusual Tor a spot in the center of 2 small but

busy town to lose its zppeal to large numbers of birds,

The Avmy Camp a2t Churchill is at present undergoing
2 large construction program. I understand that the camp area covers
about 10 square miles, over which there will be l;ttle, if any, of
the original natural habitot remaining. Large areas of solid rock
are being blasted sway as footings for buildings, other areas of

maskeg eve belng £illed in with gravelling and conerete. Gravel roazds




nave been tulli to open up most of the area within the campsite.
Southesst about L miles frﬁm the center of the camp afea is the
Redio Range Siation. Alongside the road to the station is a large
area set aside for the disposal of garbage accumulafed Py the ecamp.
At this garbsgze dump I saw lerge flocks of gulls and I was told that
many had nested there thie summer, Tals is 21l within the 10fgﬁles

previously mentioned.

There is nn doubt that the construction program at
the Avmy Camp has serigusly sffescted wildlife bhabitet within the
camp boundaries. For ezample, Cel, Tedlie took me to a rock ridge
parzllaling the sse coast where gaping holes had been blasted, and
baildings were startiang to take shepe., This area,he told me, used to
be & neating site for s good man& Hudsonian Godwits. He told me also
that a visiting Americsn ornithologist had 1iterally "torn his haip"
when be had seen the spot. The fact th&t a few of the'nesting gites
of tirds often go "by the boards" sesms inevitable in the face of
modern civiilxation. The loss of this site is regretted, but as was
pointed out by many pérsons in Churchill, the ornithologist counld
find other areas if he would only trevel a little further away from:

town.

L, Other dctivities:- Army training exercises might
possibly destroy a very amell amount of wildlife habitat..The numbers
of service personnel téking part irn these exercises 1ia not great.
Their campsites and tralls are therefore not too extensive., I was
gggured by the staff that 1ittle inm the way of terrain was ever

affected by thess exercises.,

The use of fivesrms, Indeed explosives in eny form,
ie strictly controlled., I was itold by some of the staff thet they

warned their exerciee personnel that the killing of any wildlife
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would net those responsible at least 7 deys C.B., except of course

in cases of near stervation.

_ The only oithepr activities in which humans are
engaged iﬁ‘the Churchill area are.the Whaling Station; The Grain
KElevator, the Natlonal Harbour Board, and the railway. The most
recent of these, the Whaling Stztlon, consists only of a small
wooden building sbout 4 a mile southwest of the town, on the edge
0f the Churchill River, It is so small that it could not be éaid
to have destroyed =sny available hebitet. The Grain Elevator, the
Harbour Board, and the railwvey enter the pictﬁre, as far as I em
concerned, only becauves they employ men who, from thaw to freeze-up,
might add to the shooting populatlon of Churchill, The buildingé
themeelves do nol show signe of expension at present, and even If
thay shouvld atert {c bulld zdditions they would nﬁt influence any
more wildlife habitat. There are great open spaces around the whole
townsite which are now unsuiteble for wildlife so thet future

construction woald not change a thing.

Surmmary and Conclusions,

It can be stated that within a radius of about 1
mile from the townsite of Churchill, human activities have made the
habltat wnsuliable for wildlife, It ecan also be stated that within
the Army Camp, &n ares of about 10 sguars miles, wildlife habitat
has besn unavoidally dssiroyed. Natural conditlons exist in
ghundance a few shoft miles outslde of the center of human activity.
I wag inférmed that many of the persons who heve visited Churchill’
to study the avifeunz during the last few years'did not go further
afield than the Army Cemp, the old Fort Pfince of Walesg, Eskimo
FPoint, or Cepe Merry. One pariy recently took a motor-car to

Churshill, from which I sm told they made most of their observatlons,

Observers will now find 1 necessary to go further afield.




The Shooting of Migratory Birds in the Churchill Ares.

During my discuszsions with the R.C. M.Police at
Churchill I was interested to lesrn something of the number of

shooders, ete., in the sresa.

The toial popuelation of Churchill ét the time of
my'visit vas estimated by the R.C.K.P. to be around 2600, Tbis.
numbar was Troken dowr as followst-

Conatiructlon WorkerSoscosscecsassncessosssnssessa 1900
Service personmaloaooogonoage......o.a;......... 700

-

Townelte (I dign and y“‘;hiﬁe)annnunnta-aec.lloiccno ,-LOO

It is empected thai construction will he suspended at the onset of
winter, Pew of these wovkers are interested in hunting, and the
few who sre sre very short on shoiguns. 0L the Service personngi

approximetely ¥ are Amervicen scldiers, The Menitoba Game Branch

zllows them the resident licence foe after 6 months residence. Pew

are willing tc spend the £25.00 non-resident fee, All Canadian .
aervice pergomnel are considered by the Manitobz Game Branch zs

weing resident snd are itherefore entitled to the resident fee.

Many of the service parsonnel wish to-hunt, but there is agaln
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shortage of uuatgupuo I melieve there are only 12 among the
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spprozimately 350 American soldiers., I do not know how many
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are cwned by Canediesn soldiers. The R.C.,M.P. question vach man
sg o what will be done with any birds obtailned., If the soldier
iz ma?fie&, and lives in the merried querters, he usually gets
nie licence to help out with his food bill. If he is single and

lives in berracks, hiz spplicstion is not aeriously considered.

Many of the townspecople are Indiens. They are

gllowed to mshoot, in seqmon.and under licence. Only under condit-

o
ionzs of nesr starvationare ftbey allowed to shoot out of seaso".

Distreas vations issued to Indisns by the R.CHM.F. include such

g
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items as figh nsis, shotgun and rifle shells, This shooting is
strictly reguiated by the R.C.M.P. The remainder of the townspeople
do not appear id be very interested im duck or goose shooting. Of
10 persons whom I gueried on this subject, 9 said “too much work",
and only 1 said thad he wend out specificelly to hunt ducks. AI1
persons menticned the rigid enforcement by the local R;C.M.P;

dstaciment.

From tke R.C.M.P. I found out that in 1947 only
L7 licences ¢ shool ducks and geese were lssued, In 1948 some
91 were sgold, in the following proporiéionsi-

Cenadlan Service perscnneleeceeceecs 30%e

.53, H * cosesass 0%,

Towr: resldents & Yisitorsa........ LO%a

I wag not eble to find out exacily how meny visiting shooters there
wers, but it is thoughi that there would be between 5 and 16. In

1%:8 there were 5 prosecutionz uhder the M.B.C. Act. These were

Hainly Tfor cuil of sesson shootlng.

I was surprised to note thet the price of shotgun
shells at the Hudson's Bay Co. post in Churchill were not at 2ll
out of line with prices in Wimnipeg, For the varicus kinds of shells
prices ranged from $2.25 to $2.95. In view of the high cost of all

other items, especially hotel lcdging enf food, tbiiéeemed amazing,
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