(A
CWS=-12-54  Ashley, G. H. W.
SY-12 The distribution and status of the

beaver of the Lower Bow River Valley,
Banff National Park. 1954,

104

1. Beavers-Banff National Park.

'.

i




0 " T T o AR L O AT O A VNG T S Y 2D g e e e T T A o o B o
Pt _r__&W%d{v%a‘:-\.wf..pa‘gf;mm};,x-wmxﬁm I R e S e AT S R A S SR

3

THE DISTRIBUTION AMD SUATUS OF TIE BEAVERD

% ‘ OF THIE LOWER BOW RIVER VALLEY - DBAHIRE HATIOHAL PARK
. * 1951;, %
Re_g»m*\‘ b‘$ A %\i?-—éj Gorw
'fﬁﬁ§'§” . This report is An further reference to the reports WJﬂB
. in 19h4 and 19@2, by . U Green.
_}ﬁf“m* ' ) Nuﬂerovs chanrc have beon made as to the distribtution

; and status of the beaver !in the arca since the last investigation
, gwns .conducted,  These" changes were brougitt about mainly through
¥ the environmental factors\of fooa .supply and 1nterference of man.’

il

T
. % . The area covered by tﬁﬂs investigation is the Bow Valley
i[.”ibfron the East Gate to Hillsdale, This terrain corresponds to wild-
a7 1ife research areas Mo, 1 and 2 as egpldincd in the 1947 vreports on

ﬁvthe beaver -of the wvalley involved, To cnable comparison between the
}gsites as they are at present and as they were at the tlme of the
Q‘lgb? roport the sameé site numbers are used, Additive sites are
gljxen new numbers. . -

't

Al % The roscarch areas to be consldered. are:
; _u% : “Area Mo, 1, Hast Gate to Banff including Two Jacks
N ) and Johmgon Lakes avea.
* e »
i ; Area Mo, 2, Banff to Hillsdale,

]
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The following materlal is the pertinent data derived,
considered by areas, together with summary, abstract and map. Mapped
y8ites outlined 1n red are live sitcs- thiose outlined in blue.are
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}C ;abandoncd , o

’ﬂ =Arca Mo, 1, _ '
- .,{'oite o, 1, Backwater of the Bow river, ABANDONED

=Location - ~ Near mouth of Carrot crecek
?Statﬁﬁ : Ono family -

;7 4 Food supply Willow, eompletely oxhausted
1?%4 hAre : . 15 yoara

“,\5holter Len :

1;L1ve trapping Not trapped

. ”ﬂ.} This site was abandoned due to lack of food. It seens
e - -1ikely that these beavers moved to site lo, 14,

.

w51{e.Hd; 2. :-Lake with gammed outlet,

e it et e et s e o i

... YLocatlionm .. . Last of Jolmson lake, BRI - -
T 5totus - Tiro famlilics ‘ :

BT abooa sunply Agpen poplar, sufficlent {or several years

"% Ehge .. PR - -About 17 yoears .

-&ﬁﬁj"Shelter 0,3 - Lodge: and den | | ;

L L Lave. trapplnv Hot trapped S : !

4

I fSitc Mo, 3.,  Creck with Dam, CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE
5 ljiggﬁiﬁioﬁ by -.ggg<ggg¥;ycreex, neor Jg nson }ake _ MAX}391959

3 3.-41;.:;3& ‘supply - | gé]_;gz;‘gompletely_c;s:haustcd -'EDMONI}ISSATLBERTA )

Shelter Den o _ ' e

ﬂLive trappinr Not trapped. _ VAN

Tnis site was abandoped due to lack of food
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3 Site Ho, 4. Lake with canal outlet. T ABAVNDONED =
© Locatiom Two Jacks lake ncar Pover Company's control dam
Status Cne famlly
Food supply Aspen Poplar
- Ape About 11 yeurs
. B Shelter Lodge
' . ¢ Live trapping Not trapped.
. ":“1
; .;ﬁ,$" This family noved out duc to continued conutruotiop
P W\ -in the area, :
i Site o, 5 ' Lake. : - ABANDONED
" ' Jooation — . Stewart canyon, Lake HNinmewanka
K Status " Mot definetely kmowm
s - Food gupply Aspen Poplar, almost exinausted
¢+ Age : .7 Yyears
v ‘Shelter Den '
. Live trapping HNot trapped.
L i This site was reported abandoned by the dlstrlict warden,
' L .84te Mo, 6, Diversion ditech with series of dams, ADANDONED
- location Bordering CIP.K. tracks, Danff :
- Status Tvwo familles
3 Pood supplj ‘Willow, completely exhausted
o Age L2- . 19 years
- Shelter = Dens, now caved in
¥ Live trapping Not {rapped
Y Site No. 7. Svamp with series of dams. ALANDOMED
: . Locatlon “Horth of spur of C,P.R, "X" Banff '
. . Status One family
E ;. + Tood supply Willow, completely axhausted
v Age About 13 years
'+ Shelter - Lodge

_ . Live trapping Not btrapped

This site was abandoned due to drainqge of pond in
interest of mosquito control, i

s AT

b r
' x
' t  SBite No, 8.4 Swamp with series of dams. ABANDOHED
% Location East of spur of S£,P.R. "Y" Banff
i Status One family .
; . Food supply Willow completely axhausted
X Aze : About i?
- Shelter Lodge-
Y Live tra*)pinb Hot trapped.
R S o “his site was abandoned due to dralnasc 1n Interest.
of mosqulto control Y '
|
i Site Ho. 9. Swamp with series of dams, ABANDOHED
Location North of old Meffat Farm Banff

Stutus - One family
Food supply -~ . Willow, completely exhausted
Age ' About 13 ycnrs‘
* Shelter Den
Live trapping Not trapped.

1his site was abandoned due to dralnage in Iinterest
‘of mosquito control. , e
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Site Né. 10, Creok with dam. . ABANDONED
Location West of C.P.II, "X" Banff

. Status : One- family

© Food supply - Willow, sufficient for a few years

OAfe . About 1% Joars
Shelter Lodge -

h,

. Live E@appinb

Not trapped.

This site was abandoned due to persiqtent 1nterferenne
in the interest of nosquite control.

Site No. 11.
Location
Status
Food supply
Agre

. Shelter

« -Lilve trapping

LS

Creek with dam,
Beslde ‘hay barn,
one family
Willows, ‘exhausted
About 11 yeals ,
Den

Not .trapped

AHANDONED
jovernment Corrvals, Banff

This site was abandoned due to interference with normal

water table,

Site No, 12,
Location .-
Status .
Food supply-
Age

Shelter

" Live trapping

FRSTE T2 R . e

o e

-

LT

Site No, 173,
Location . -
Status

Food supﬂw
Age

Shelter

Live trapping

cauqing heaving of nearby highway

Creek with dam
Whisky Creclk,
One family
Aspen Poplar, sufficlent for several years
About 12 years

ADANLOINED
hear (overnment Corrals, Banff

~ ben

This site was trappea out due to raisin{ of the
normal water table. Still avandonad,’

‘Creek with dam, ABANDONED
North. fork of Whisky Creek near C,P.R,

:Ome famlly
-Willow and some aspen ponlar,

sufficient for a fTew
About 10 years
ben
Ibttmmmm

This site was abandoned due to dralnage in the 1nterost

‘MEW SITES

Site No, 14,

"Location

. Status -
» Food sunply

LT A

Py

» Age

Fd

shelter
Live trapping

Site Ho,
Location
Status :
Food supply

15,

- Age
- Shelter
.1 Live trapping

of mosquito coutrol,

Creek with dam -

Mouth of Carrot creel:,
One family :

Aspen poplar and willow,
About 6 years -
Lodge

Hot trapped.

east of C.P.J.

sufficient for

River, | |
On north bank of Bow viver, ncar Juthill siding.
Cne family '

Aspen poplar,
About one year
Den

Mot trapped.

sufficient Tor many years

bl‘..

years,

several years.
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‘Site No. 16,
Location-
Status
Food Fupply
A,{*c :

Shelter

levc trapninm

Gite Mo, 17.
) Tocatlon
T Status

“Food supply
-Age
- Shelter
‘Live travping

i51¢e No. 18,

~Location
.Status

‘Food supply
Ao

Sheltor

Livc trapping

Slte Ho. 19.
L.ocation .
"Status
Food supply
Age
Shelter
Live tirapping

"Aren Mo, 2.

‘site Mo, 1,

. Location
iStatus
IPood supply
LAge i
*Shelter

;lee trapping

‘bitc Ho, 2,

'#Location

iy Status

'bood supply
Age

‘Shelter
-Live trapping

~8ite Mo, 2.

rfﬁbcatian,
Status

Food supply

jAgc

s3helter

';Live trapping

:Site Mo, i,
Locatlion

_f- Status

‘Food supply
JAge

«Shelter

+Live trapping

site Mo. 5.
. :Location
- Status

Suamp vith dams,
- Mile 34 on Banff - Jasper Highway

[ ¢ A R MR ]

i

L4 - l.( -
Svamp with dan,
South bank of

One family

gwamp just north of Jolmson lake,

Aspeon Poplar and ui]lon aufficicnt for rpeveral yeors -

About 6 years
Bank Lodge
Mot Tirapped

Creek with dams,
Near Loop iroad on north side of Golf Course,
one family.
Aspen Poplar and willow
about 2 years
Lodge
Hot trapped

Banff

uffloient for several years

Creck with series of dams,

‘Johnieon beaver dams

Four familles
Aspen Poplar,
About 7 years
T™wo dens and once large lodge
Hot trapped

sufficient for several years,

Creek with dang.

Two Jacks creck south of Jolmson Leaver danps
One family

Aspen Poplar, almost-exhausted

" About 7 years

Lodge
Hot trapped

- ‘ ) 7 .
. \\ R
. .. A

Creek with no dam,
Ilcho creelt near C,P,R.
One family

Aspen Poplar and willow,
13 years

bridge

Bank lodge _ .,g*”*

ot frapped

. I
.3&

R ' i
. .

Lake.

1st Vermilion lake

tme family
Willow, 1nde:1nitely sufficient , ;-
- About i? years S _ -

- Den _ o
Hot trapped. _ . I A

lake.

2nd Vermilion lake ‘ ' -
One family o
Willow 1ndefinitely sufficicent

About i? years

Lodge

Mot trapped

Chamnel with dam, :
Chammel between 2nd and 3rd Vermilion lakes .
Were two families T
Aspen Poplar, entirely exhausted

About 19 years

Duplex lodge

Not trapped

ABANDOHED -

One family S ,
-- 5..0.

st
L

AP L N

sufficient for scveral years

.}
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cont'd.

Food supply
Apre

shelter

Llive trapping

Site Mo, 6,
Location
Status )
IFood supply
Age

Snelter

Live trapping

Site No. 7.
deation '

Pood supply

Age
Shelter

Live trapping
Site Mo, 8,
location
Status
Food supply
Age .
Shelter

Live trapping

' Site IIO. _9-

Location
Status
Food- uupplj
Age .
Shelter

-Live trapping

Site No. 10,

Status

Food supply
Age

Shelter :
Live Lrapping

River, _ | e
Locatlon Sawback bend of the Bow River -

- At least 8 years

Aspen Poplar, conpletoly exhaunted
About 22 yeurs

Lodge

Not trapped

ABANDONED

Svanp with dams, .
3rd Vermilion lake

Near sheep lick,
One family

Villlomw, alnost exnausted
About 19 years
I-‘Od{:»

Not trapped.

Creelk with dan, ABANDONED

'.Brd Vermllion lake opposite gravel pit |

Not definltely lkmown ;
Aspen Poplar, exhausted ' _ .
About 22 years o 1
L lodges appear on this site, 3 of which have '
Hot trapped. collapsed '

Creek.

‘Below mlle 4 on the Banff ~ Jasper iiighway

Oue family
Stand of Aspem Poplnr at end of Canal

About 19 years
Lodge with old lodge beside it
Not trapped.

Swamp with dam, ABANDOMED
Below mile &4} Banff - Jasper Highway

~One family - : S
Aspen Poplar, cxhausted ' - A
19 years ‘ Y
-Lodge : '

Not trapped

. Lo
-2
1eXltihim —

One family

Aspen Poplar, sufflcient for several years

R A

Den ‘  ‘#ﬁ
Hot trapped ' : o f

It seems 1likely that some of the beaver left this site |

and went to site No, 40,

. Site o, 11.

. Location

I Status

. Food supply

" Age

* Shelter

. Live trapplng
o This
. Site No, 12,

+ Location

" Status

- Food supply

FAge

éShelter

«Live trapping

Aspen Poplar and willow, scarce

River.

Bow rlver near skating rink
One famlly

Aspen Poplar

About 8 years p .
Den . ) B ' ) ;
Not trapped ' ‘ ‘ .H" ﬁ

7, \
LR ¥
E R S L o SR

Bite wagr reported to be active.

Pond with dam
Below Cave ané
One family

created by overflow from Qwimming pool
Bagin

About 19 years
. Lodge

Not trapped

# 6...'. L
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Site No, 13.

Location- '

Status

Food supply
1\rre3 ,
Shelter

Live trapping
Site No, 14,
Location
Status

Food supply

" Age ..

:TLocation

Shclter
Live trapping

Site Ho, 15.

Status A
Food supply

 Age

Shelter
Live trapping

Site No, 16,

. "TLocation

at b
¥

Status .
Food supply
Age

Shelter

Live trapping

Site No. 17.
Location -
Status |

Food supply -

Agce
Shelter

;,LiVe trapping

Site No. 18.

CLocation

Lo

. Age

a
@

Mot

- n,.‘;'s_v:&. EE R St

Status - -
Food supply
Age

Shelter

Live trapping

Site. Mo, 19,

"Tocation

Status

Food Supplj
Shelter

Live trapping
-Site No, 20.
Location
Status

TFood supply
Age

‘Shelter

Live tranning

The beaver in the Rainy Bay area,
exhaustion of food supply,
-moving into the river.

- Spring fed pond with dam,

- Willowr,

- Willow,

fWillow,
22 years

' Swa'mp .

. g et gt
M ST et

L R P A A L B o s paase P

LSS T
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gprjng fed swamp with dam

Between Cave and Basin and Ealny Bay
One family
Entirely wlllow,
About 9 years
Lodge : , o C
Not trapped. . : SO

ABANDONED

sufficlent for a few years

Bow river and backwater
Rainy Bay.

About 3 fanmilies : '
Willow, exhausted or killed by flooding

- About 19 years
Lodges and dens

Not trapped.

ABANDONED
Vlest end of Rainy Bay

One family

exnausted

About-9ryears.

Dengs :

Not trapped.

Stamp. ABANDONED i
Continuation of Bainy Bay. o T AR A
One family . ' ' : :
Willow, exhausted

19 years '

Lodge: -

Not trapped.

4

uwamp, from damming creek,

. Continuation of Rainy Bay, near Sundance’ GPQBJ bridge.

Ono family
exhausted
About 1? years
Lodge

Not trapped.

Swamp., - ADBANDONED

_ Contlnuation of Hainy Bay

Orie family
Willow,

22 years
Lodge :
Not trapped

exhausted -

Swamp, ABANDONED
Continuation of Bainy Bay . '
One family

exhausted .

Lodge
Not trapped.

. ABANDONED
Continuation of Hglny Bay ’
One family

Willow and Aspen Poplar, exhausted y
22 years
Lodge

.Not trapped. o _ .

due to flooding and
have vacated the Bay, apparently

7eeen
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Site Mo, 21. Swamp twrith dams. ADAMNDONED
Location ~ Houth of Healy creek
Statug - 3 families
Food supply Agpen Poplar and willow, exhausted
. Ape 22 years
. Shelter . = Lodges =
.+ Live trapping Not trapped, ;
~—+ i Site No, 22, Swawp with dam. ABANDONED %
' . Location Acrogs from 7 mile on Banff - Jasper lighway '
« Status 5 famllies . :
.. Food sunply Williow, exhausted ' t
o Age - 25 years _ S T
Shelter Lodges . : 3
Live trapping MNot trapped : !
5 - : i
Stte Mo, 23, Creeck with dam. - o ' ABANDONED
« Location , - Mear iasslve bridge | .
i Status v One family ' ,
“ Food supply Aspen Poplar and willow exhausted !
. Age 27 years _ _ .
ri.Shelter , Lodge ' o

f Live trapping HNot trapped
| Reported still abandoned.

) $ite Mo, 24, Creek with dam, : ABAMDLONED i

- Location Hear lMassive brldge o
- Status : Cne family

Food supply Aspen Poplar and willow, exhausted f

' Age 25 years ‘ , :

- Shelter - Lodge _ f

“Llve trapping Not trapped.
Reported =t111 abandoned,

L Bite Np, 25, Creelk with dam, ADAMDGHED
- Location Hear Haspulve Bridyge
cStatus © - . One family !
+ Food supply Aspen Poplar and willon exhausted
. Age 22 years
snelter Lodge

- Llve trapping Not trapped
Ihe following sites have been eutablishcd since 194? -

uité Mo, 26, Creek with no dam .
- -, Locatlion. East bank of Echo Creek half way to 1st 1aha ©

* Status . - - Onei family

: Food supplyf Aspen Poplar and willow sufficient for mdny years .
- Age About 2 years . |
- shelter Den X _ ' '

+ Live trapping Not trapped,
'}%-‘.Site No, 27, lake with dammed outlet,

+ Locatlion 1st Vermillion loke
:3tatus - One family
Food supply ¥Willow and few Poplar, sufficient for several years,
3 years. .
bhelter , ’ Lodge - , S
.Live trapping Not trapped ‘ _ s :
Site llo. 28, Lake ' o
iTocation 2nd Vermilion lake on Hiﬁlway o .
" Status . ~ .One beaver
" Food supply Aspen Poplar - -
“Age . . -1 year : J
*Shelter Den with lodgo porch : '

:L1v¢ trapping Hot trapped. N
o Buuu.
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Slte Yo, 26;

Location
Status
Food supply

‘hge

Shelter

Live trapping

Site Mo, 30,

Location

'»] t{ltus

Food suple
Age

-Shelter -

Live trapping
Site Mo, 31.

Jwocation

Status

Food supply
Ape ‘
sShelter

Live trapping

Site o, 32,
Location
Statue

Food supply
Age

Snelter

Live trapping

Site No. 33.
Location
Status
Food supply

Age

Shelter
Live trapping

site No, 3k

~Location
“Status -

Food supply
Age

Snelter

Live tral)lng

Site No. H.

i-ocation
Status

Food supply
Age -
Sirelter

Live. trappling

Site Yo, 36.

Location
Status

¥Food supply

Age 4
'%11(,11.6 .

Live trapping

£ —8-

Chamel with dam,

Just south of
one fa mily

tourist pond

Imtirely willow sufficient for a fow years

About . 5 years
Lodge
ot trapped.

Swamp with danm,
Backwater of site Ho.

3 families

Chiefly willow and some Aspen Poplar;

About & years
Lodges
Hot trapped.

29., near C.P.R. tracks

good’stand.

Spring fed pond and dah.

Below sheep trap, 1n banm of C

One family
Agpen Poplar,
1l year:

Den

ot trapped.

Hiver,
South bank of
tne family

Agpen Poplar and willow,
About 3 years

Bank Lodge
Mot trapped.

m—

LBiver.
North bank of
One famlly

L., grade

sufficient for mveral ycars . \

Bow river near mouth of lainy Bay

almost exhausted

Bow river across from Halny Bay

Aspen Poplar sufficient for scveral years

About 1 yecar
Den
Not trapped.

River,

South banit of
Cne family .
Aspen Poplar,
About 6 years
Bank Lodge
Not trapped.

lake,

South bend of
One family
Aspen Poplar,
5 years

. Bank Lodge

Not trapped.

Swanp..

8outh of lule
3 families
Aspen FPoplar,

.2 years

32.

Bow river 250 yards above site Mo.

sufficlent for several year

Ilule Shoe lake ﬂest of C.7.LH.

alnost exhausted

Shoe lake - ,

aufficient for several years ,/

Large lodge and dens

Hot trapped,

9.ii.
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SUMMARY OF DISTRIRBUTION, STATUS, ETC,
Aren Site o, Hew or Gld Ingt, Population Trapped
. Ho.l1, 1 0ld Abandoned (6) Mil
2 01d 12 ' Nil
: B 01d Abandoned (6) Nil
. 0ld Abandoned (6) 141
5 0ld - Abandoned (#) Ml
6 014 Abandoned {12 , Nil
7 014 Abandoned (6) "1l
8 0ld ‘Abandoned*” Hil
9 0ld Abandoned* Nil
10 -0ld Abandoned® M1l
11 0ld Abandoned? Ml
12 0ld Abandoned* Mil
13 0l1ld Abandoned?* Hil
14 Wew 6 M4l
15 ~Hew 6 MLl
16 Mewr 6 Nil
SRR 17 . Hew 6 N1l
18 Hew 2L Nil
19 He:wr -6 Mil
No.2, 1 ' pld b Nil
- 2 014 6 Hil
3 0la 6 Ml
& ‘0lad Abandoned (14) il
5 0la Abandoned (6) M1l
6 0la Abandoned (6) Mil
7 . 01d Abandoned (?) Wil
8 ~ 014 6 : Hil
9 - 01d Abandoned* Hil
10 014 M11
11 01d. 6 il
12 014 6 Nil
13 014 6 - REN
14 01d Abandoned (10) Mil
15 01a Abandoned (6) Nil
16 014 Abandoned (6) M1
17 0l1d Abandoned* Mil
18 0ld Abandoned* MNil
19 0ld Abandoned?® il
L 20 01d Abandoned?® Nil
21 014 Abandoned®’ Nil
22 01ld Abandoned* Nil
23. 01d Abandoned# 1M1l
.2 0ld Abandoned® Mil
25 01d Abandoned* M1l
26 - Hew ' Hl
27 Mew 6 Nil-
28 - Hew 1 N1l
2 New 6 M1l -
30 New 18 17141
31 Hew 6 1151
32 Hew 6 Nil
33 - New 6 a1
34 Hew . 6 il
35 Hew 6 Mil
36 Hew 18 Hil

Avandoned sites marked (¥) vere abandoned before 1947,
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ANSTRACT A : ?

Sites, 194k 3 Sitos abandoned  1o44-Lp 14

s 181tes estgblished 194754 17 o
i - ' Sites abandoned  194&-54 27
. ';.Sites established 194li-5k “25 N o =

e ewestm s SHe SR BESL D
g “" - o o ' Sites trapped 0111:71914{4-;51& 2

. i | | ‘ ‘Total site losses .191}1'«_4-51# _éj ;

‘":%.Sité gains 194kesh 25 Sites lossos whhegh b

. . B

. Status !

.,:Estimatécl population 1944 248 (approx: )

';%etiznatc;d popul?tion 191'rZ 170 (appljoxE) ' ‘

© Estimated population 195 197 (approx:) :

. fi&’stim&tod 16-sées by aﬁémdonment 191.4'1:;-1!-?:" 1;'2 ' '

‘Bstinated losses by ghondonment 1947-5

Estimated losses by gbandonment 19445k “2I3 Total |
‘locses by trapping 19444 GO o 3’
:Losses by trapping.lo47-54 —

W7 osses by trapping 19445k G0 Total ,
A . . . E
' - 273 Total Losses :
; == i
é |
: % % Bos BB B
G, ll. W, Asnley, . o : -
.Chlef Park Warden, ' I
‘Banff latlional Park, =~ - ' — : _ - :

- Banff, Alberta. _ . ,
‘\\\_* :
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54-12 Ashley, 6. H. W.
The distribution and t

_.status of the beaver of 7
the Lower Bow, ...

TITLE

DATE RROWER'S NAME
LOANED Bo

- W J" CAT. No. 23-108 PRINTED IN U. 5. A]



CUWs
54-12 Ashley, B. H. H.
The distribution and

status of the beaver of
the Lower BHow,

MAY 2 3 1997
| NMAGIC

LIBRARY
ENVIRONMENT CANADA

FRAIRIE & NORTHERN REGION
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA

it

N NG




