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Elk liberated in Wood Buffalo Park. Ft.
'Smith, Canadian Wildlife Service, 1950.
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Res 1k Iiberated In Woéd Buffalo Park .
From Fort Chipewyan.on January 15 in company with
@ Chief Warden Essex I made & short survey of the lower Birch
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River in aircraft CP-BNP piloted by Lloyd Stewart of T.A.S.
| Weather for the.trip waséovercast, temperatures ranged from
minus.35 on the ground té minus 25 at 1000 feet. The purpose
_ of the flight was to check the site of the planting of 24 elk
1 . released June 12, 1949 .and not contacted Since that time. The
' flighf was madé over Birch River at a height of 500 feet above
ground levél for best cbservation oq any sign which may have
been evident. Our route'from Birch River settlement upsiream
to Alice Creek at 113° 10' W. £ollowed very élosely the sinuosify
. _ i , of the river bed. . We returneq to Lake Clalire along a course .
.i ' ;rodghly parélleliﬁg the first but about 2 miles further to the
south. Visibility was restricted and we could not have covered
a strip more than one mile wide eaéh way, We hoped, not so
much to see the animals but to plck up fheir tracks and feeding'
: ff ' signs in this paréicular region. There was little dangér of
ﬁz ". missing these signs; we could see rabbit trails, fox tracks,
and -toboggan trails from the.height'we were flying. For the -
o R area we ilnvestigated there was not mubh_chanée of ovﬁrlooking
l y _ a herd of o%er 20 elk if they were in the vicinity. ) - -
] §A.' :‘. In Chipewyan we had contacted all of ‘the trappers
" we could £ind who had been in the Birch River area since the

_first fall of snow, None of these had recently cbserved any
i- ,~c' ,e1k tracks in that vicinity where the elk were planted, most
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' had never seen an elk track. Joseph Bourgue'had'been all'-

through that area Just before Cﬁristmas, we saw his toboggan

trails as far up river as we went,. and he could report nothing

seen. ‘There had been reports earlier in- the yeaar of tracks
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soma 20 miles {0 the south.
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\/ /@round the mouth of Modere Creek where the animals had been

released but we had no recent information to substantiate this,

The trapper travelling by dog team in the stream

course of Birch River stays eiﬁher on the channel of the river

or makes short portages oyerland to avold the long way around
the many bends in the rivér. There 1s a chance that the elk
could be within a mile of the stream and he would not sée them.
We therefore considered it worthwhile to check the site of tﬁe
.'original plantiﬁg in 'spite of the adverse reports we had

received to try to settle in our own minds whether the elk

.were along the Birch River or not. We are now convinced that-

they are not within that area covered by our survey, roughly
60 square miles stretching along both sides of thé Tiver.
" Future checks on the animals can safely be made elsewhere.

. E. Law in his report dealing with tﬁa introduction
of elk into the park and W. A; Fuller's preliminary report on
the feasibllity of this introduction both Qescribe the area as
'a‘rather profound interspergion of open sedge meadows and ‘
thickets of Eeciduous trees, There 1s no great chﬁnge in

elevation of this plain until thg Birch Mountains are reached

It was into this type of habitat

that the elk were released, Such habitat would not vary too

- greatly from that where these animals were raised, 1.e. Elk

Island National Park., Here, however, there is no particular

restriction to the movement of the animals if they do not

" find the habitat suitable.

From what we have been able to learn from all those
observers contacted there may have been a disperslion of the
elk frqm-the siﬁe where they were released. In the first place,
the only sight record we have of elk in the region was in mid-

‘July when one of the present Park patrolmen, Philip Bourque,

saw & female swimming the Athabaska River af a'point about five

miles below. McMurray, Alberta. He was In a skiff on the river
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&) the time and got close enough to the animal to make certain
of its identification. Later in the summer (September) tracks

were seen alohg the Birch River near the polnt of release and ;

there was evidence that some of the animals had crossed to the.
~ ‘north of the river. Since the first fall of shov, as' mentioned

‘E’ previously, no tracks or other eigns of the animals have been
noted, '
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I am given to understand that Philip Bourgue 1s
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:shertly to make a patrol of the part of the Park where the’

elk were released. I have discussed the proposedspatrol'with_
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‘him and have suggested that he make 1t as extensive as possible
and that he make every effort to locate the animgis. The most
-feasible place to look for the elk is in that area between

i - Birch River and the Birch mountains which lie at:the southern
' " boundery of the Park., If he does find the herd it would there-

",after be possible to meke a more thorough check on it to see

how well it is surviving and what .the population 1s at present.

I would suggest that whenever an aircraft 1s in the southeastern
part of the Park that a patrol flight could well be made and

' thereafter charter on a map. so that no duplication would occur.

. This would assist greatly in the search for the animals and if
they are found they could be checked on from time to time until
a ground investigation coﬁld be made in late March or early April

before the snow disappears. Pians are underway at present, if

q ' we can belleve the newspapers, .for a further introduction of elk

d ~ 1|in the same area for next summer. It is important, therefore,

] that. the success of last year'e introduction be more carefully’

vestigated. If the animals era not seen by April, when I am

g@ven to understand that I will be returning to Fort Smith, I will

undertake as extensive a survey as is needful to gain the desired
-information.

W."E. Stevens IR
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