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On arrivel at Banff Kational Park on the 24th of Moy, I contacted
the Park Superintendent, ir. Hotchinson; Chief Gawxden, Ur. F. Dryant; Spsoial

o Vardon, H. U. Creen, and dissussed the situation with them. I took up

' rosldo'nce at Cuthead Cabin in the Cascade Valley by 87, During the latter
part of May and the entﬁo month of June, my worik wag confined to the Cascade
Valley fx:om Stoney Creek to Flints Perk Osbin in tho Vest, and liindy Cabin
in the Horth. _

Spring range surveys were made t0 determine the condition of the
" alpine moadows at the beginning of the growing ssason. A series of 40 photo-
graphs ware taken on the Palliser Range from Stousy Oresk to Flint's Park,
Patrol was mainteinsd between Flint's Park and Stoney Creek to dotormine the
olk ond shesp population before -t.hey noved to tholr summer ranges.

Turing July, vigits were made to other known gheep end elk ranges

in tho Parkt. These wore gonerally made in the company of the warden in whose

diatrict I bapponed to be ot the time. I also contaoted as many wardens, ox-
wardens end "old-timsrs", as posaible. In this manner it was possible to
build up a pioture of the animal population in the early days of the Park, as

vory little true quantitative data oxisto.
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rimng August; and tho firet weock in Septexber, range stulles
were being made of $ho Pallissr Rango $o0 deteruine tho amount of growth
during the summer.
Fron thip gsurvey it would sppoar that the glk invaded the
- Cascads Valley scon after their introfuction into Banff during the period
1919 to 1920, fl’hisrmvmt wan accentuated by two fims:in the Valley, ons
in 1920 and cné in 1938, These fires oreated ead-alpine maadows which
servod to carry the elk population for the firat few yoars. |
Betwaen 1938. and 16841 tho sheep population was draotically
reduced due to the unknown diseacs which Dr. Cowan tn_xnkaf'my'mave been
haermorrhogic septicemia. Daring this period, regenoration of lodge pole
pino had forced the elk up the nlopes of the Pallizer Range to the alpins
neadows whore they cen uow bo. found grasing s high as 8,000 feet. ESootions
. qr the Palliser Range have been so badly ovor-grased that the s0il has beon
almogt entirely lost due to shest erosion. Other areas are badly terreced
and show oizns of inoipient erosion. IS is essunmnd that approzimately 88
_ peroont of the Palliger Range will mever support cuffieient vegotaticn to
supply the necdes of the ghoep during the ﬂnt_o:e sonthe.

Eheap very seldom feed on the same range es the Elk and as
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the a}k appenr to be the moye aggprossive of the two, the sheep have been
farced %o live partly duriag the winter in arens whish can be considored gud~

. mrgl!iml. _ During the pagh two winters the olk have moved off the Pglnaer
Range: by Dooezbor but 4t f{s felt tfhat. due to extremely low carry-over of
grass notoed this opring, that 1littls grass or other herdacecus vegctation wasg
left for the aheeit during the winter months.

_ Befora tho advent of the elk in the Cascale Vallsy, no wolves
wore known to exist thers. At the prosent timo, the ainimnm wolf population
of tho Cascode Valley 4o 18 animle. In the past, the pr:r;oi.plo diet oj‘ the
wolves was olk. Baumz\'. since the elit bave invedsd the alpine meadows, the
woives ars hunting up to 6,000 feat., PFreliminary wolf drépp;ng analysie hag
in8icated that they have fad on sheep. '. TGhethor tiz‘a shosp ave carrios, or .
wolf-killed 15 not known, but the faot ‘t.hat wolven are bunting st this high
altitude, indicatos thad they may kill tho occasionnl sheep. As tho known sheep
population of the Casoade Vallsy is 39 animals, even tho 1los3 of ans or two
asheep to the wolves may be carioun. A total of 2R shoep were noted in the
Park during tho sumsor. Howover, thore may be ocono mpnéatlon ap 1% 1s known
that the heep of Banff Park will travel twanty or twenty-five miles to a ealt
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1iok, If this is the case, it means that the gheep population i not holding
its own and may be even desroasing in nuzders. Twelve ewes and ono ram were
roported on the southeast slope of E&unt;ourgeau where noné were known to . »
ehat bofore. Varden Stenton reports a_high cheep population {(40=-850) at lake

nﬁpnananxa: As 1t 16 nné gheep terrain, it 4f felt that thoy are thero besause

of the salt blocks put out to attract them,

Blk Po tion '
As I arrived I.n the casoade Vauey aftor the elk had at.arted £0 riove
to their curmer ranges, 1t was not poaaible to obtatn exact figures on thet\
‘.elk population. The mxmm of 147 was osunted at one time, but it ie fen that

- tha total elk population or the ancada Valley is approximately 280 antma.‘la. .

. ... THE FOLIOWING RECOMMENDATIONS ARE MATE:

As the Palliser renge has been one of the finest eontimuous cheep
" ranges in the Paric, and 1s more 'é&d‘:lly accosaible by road then other known
renges, 1t 1o suggested that efforts to rogulate the elk and sheep competiticn
be congentrated on this valley r_or the time betng. All the elk ghould de

rezoved from the Oascade Valley by shooting. If 1 1 not possidble to salvage

some of the carcassss, thoy should be abandoned. At the game time, wardone



»

® -8 -

patrolling the ares, should bo instructed to ehoot all wolves on sight. The
Valley ehould bo kopt clear of elk and wolves for at least five years or
until sach tims as tho shesp population renches a minimum of 50 to0 three

hundrod enimals,
This 1s a brief prolininary report.’ A full report will be aube

nitted oo goon ap pousible.
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