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Intro¢ugtion 

For many years, thu inadvertent but illegal shootina of Ross 1 

geese during the re�1lar open season on Lesser Snow goeso hao created 

a perplexing problom. With inoreaoing nwnbers of Ross 1 in recent 

roars, the problem has baoomo more serious for enforcement officers. In 

the mid-tiftioe, various persons auggeoted tho.t e. later opening on Snow 

�eese would elimina.to muoh o£ the Roaa1 kill sinoo tho la.tter species 
AC),l 

}taq an earlier migration and the bulk of the p¢pulation would have 

travelled oouth before the seaoon opened on the snows. 

Finally, in 196J, a spooial zone - The Goose Management Zone -

�delineated to oncomptlss the main staging o.retJ.B for Ross' geeoe in 

southern Alberta. It inoludus such lakes as Gough, Farrell, Dowling, 

Sull�van, Kirkpatrick and Fitzgerald. rhe zone is boundod by Highway 12 

on the north, 56 on tho wost, 9 on the south o.nd tho Alborta.-Sfl.skatohewan 

boundary on the east. �n adjacent aro� in Snsk�tcbewan wn� do�cribod for 

the OOJ.:jO purpose. 

Within the Gooso Manf18ement Zone, white goose 1 including Snows 

and Roso' did not bocomo leglll until Octobor 7th, whereas Cano.das "..nd 

Whitofronts woN legal (, n September 16th. All aeosa wore leaal c:o.rno 

on September 16th on adjacent nreas in Alborta. It was telt that, 

by Octobor 7th, lllost of the Ross' wuld bo gone \olheroo.s the Snow :::"ose 

population would bo buildin�J up. Thus a emall ho.rvost of Ross' '<a a 

anticipated. 

Tht purpose of thie report i s  to prosent our observntiono on the 



( 
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goose harvest \11 thi11 tho ��·n in ru:; e!:fort to ovnluo.to tho effectiveness 

of tho neiJ regul£ltiou.J. Included in the report aro sto.tiatics col'leoted 

i n  tho fiold by Fish and Wildlife Officer, Al Boggs Md Vic Si[,'Urdson, and 

by professional goose pluckers a.t Hanna, Coronation o.nd Cereo.l. '•lo \dsh 

also to llcknowlodge check station assistance from J. l.fcCillio o.nd R.II. Mack�, 

Co.nll.die.n Wildlife Service; J. McGrath 1 A. Kirkwood and G .J. M1 tehell, 

Albortn Wildlife Divitlion; G. Adruna 1 R.c.M.P.; Qtld W. Rutherford and 

R. Hopper , Colornrlo Fish and Game Department. 

Migration of Rosa 1 Geese 

Roso' goose first appeared in the Castor-Coronation area on 

September 6th whor• tt flock of about 12 wo.s seen on the northeaot arm 

of Le.ko Sullivan, l'hCJreafter 1 the population oloiJly in oreaoed to 

roach a peak about Jeptember 25th or slightly earlier. l.fovemont of 

SnoiJ geese into the area made cenuus difficult. No large concentrations 

of Ross 1 wero obsurved. The laxg\3:..., nock encounte1•ed \18.8 one of about 

800 Ross' on Fitz 'o)t'tUd Lako on Soptcmbor 17th. By September 20th, 

mMt of those had left. Thore definitely "'-ere not tho nwnbers of 

Roas' on tho lo.koe, particularly Sulhll'lln1 thut havo bo�n reported in 

earlier autumn�t. ·�idoi.tly !lr:.Jught cOnditions in Alberto. in 1960 and 

1961 oausecl a popu· .tion shift to the Kindoroloy 1 �t1ok. n.rea nnd 11 

silllilar d1Rtribntion ,>:r.·availed in 196.3 in spite �>f i rnp•oved Hatel' 

conditiono in Albert11. What Ross 1 th_,ro ·.•c•rc in Alberta appoarod to be 

distributed in smo.l.J t'lockn on zn:ll(;l v t,or bodies. 

A felt HoAa 1 (ahout 1%) wru observed on Gour;h Le.ke in a t'look of 

Snows (500J +) on October 6th. On October loth Geor,;o l11toholl 88.\of a. 

flock of 11. near Fit�:gerald Lake. That a few stuyod lf\ter is 

indicated b,y bag chock records wherein one was shot neur Coronation Oil 
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October 24th and J were handled by tho Hanna plucker on October 2let. 

One Ross' shot in Saskatchewan was cheeked by Wishart on October 25th. 

Tho Goose Kill 

Bae checking was undertaken at various pointo within or borde ring 

the Goose Management Zone. Somo checking was done prior to tho vhite 

goose season; however, n o  white geese were checked. The Hanna plucker 

h�ndled 16 Snow geeBe prior to Oetobor 7th but no Ross'. Alt�ough 

bag check data for arena outside the Goose Manngement Zone are li�itod, 

we know of only one Roso1 tnkon outside the zone. That gooae wns 

probably killed near Benvorhill Lake. Table l gives the species 

composition of geese cheeked -- principally from October 7th to 14th. 

Table 1. Geese shot in and near the Oooae Management Zone 

Source Canada WW.terront Snow Rosa 1 

l�isho.rt (Cheek Stn.) 

�ugden (Cheek Stn.) 

Boggs (f'iold)* 

,, JUrdson (field) 

Pluckers 

Totals (1576) 

Percentage 

122 

76 

56 

25 

676 

955 

60.6 

16 

24 

20 

7 

98 

165 

10.5 

1;30 

133 

.34 

2l 

129 

447 

28.3 

* includes records kept at Sullivan Lake Lodge 

.3 

3 

0 

0 

J 

q 

Of a total o£ 456 white geese checlred, 9 or 2.0 por cent wcro Roao'. 

Table 2 gives a breakdown of sex and ago o£ goose for which those 

data are available. 



Spocios 11 

Small Canada ?..) 

Large Canada 9 

White front 10 

Snow 48 

Ross' .3 

Table 2. Sex 

Adult 
F 

- ----

20 

1/f 

.3 

45 

1 
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and age or geese 

Juvenile Totals M F 

Z1 Jl 103 

0 0 2.3 

13 ll Tl 

68 6.3 224 

0 2 6 

It iG obvious that few Roas1 geeee wero takon in Southern Alberta 

in 1963. The frequency of Ross' in hunters' bags no doubt diminished 

n.f'ter our checks. Al"ter thf' flrst week in October the Snow gooeo 

population increased rHpidly and that speoiea would nbaorb the bulk 

oi' the white eoose kill. Sueh a low Ross' kill is in contrast to tho 

ill.egel kill reported in  eo.rllor yeara. Informu.tion from various 

correspondence a.nd ropo'l."t.'' 1 ndtcato the magnitude of earlier kills t 

Wm, 11owan (J.ll JJ..tl.) Axe.minod most of 17 g�ese killed by n po.rty of 

hunters near Hanno on September 161 1956 and. found all \>tere Ross 1 • 

The previous yuar he wns told of 25 Rosa' being taken on a sinele 

shoot by one party. Reportin/:' on invest�Jntlont� by himself and R. Webb 

in 1957 R.D. Ro.,.rta .. uti IO.tf'd the number of Ross 1 taken in tho Sullivan 

Lako area coulcl •·lJPt'oMh :3-400 annually at thut timo. That year they 

checked 51 14hite goose of which 12 Ol' 2.3 per cent uore Roaa'. R. Wubb 

reported his bngeheck results in the CaRtor-Hanna. tll'etJ. for 1962 in tho 

1962 Annual Report of t ''" Albat·ta IJI)partmont o£ Landa and Forests. 

That yoar Roas' geeoe �ade up 6.3 per eont of the total goose kill and 

15 por oont of the white goooe harvest. 

It sould be pointed out tlw.t tho comparatively low Ross 1 goose ltill 
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in 1963 cannot be entirely credited to the new regul4t1ons. As mentioned 

eleewhere1 the population o£ Ross' st�ing in oouthern Alberta was lower 

and that'1 no doubt, has holpod to xoduce thl'l .�'�ll. N:v�rtholess w� 

believe the _later optlning on wldt•:> g . ..tw ir. tlu. Cooee l1.ll .. ,gomant Zono 

achieved its ob.�eotivoe - i.e. red,.�..uc · of tl<O Rose' ha.rvest und olimin-

ation or the cm!'oroemtlnt ploblem. 

Bunter Reaotion 

lly and large 1 hunters 11era understl\ndin�J and Moepted the later 

opening on '\o/hito geese without c•ntJ.�.ism. A few eompltl.ined good-nnturedly 

that they eould have to.knt1 11 mi ta of white geese which Clune into their 

decoys. On the o LLet' ha•1'l, eo me huntors prefer to hu.nt. Whl tefront s and 

Canadae anywe;y. Thu later opening for white geooe (oineidod nicely w1 th 

the major movement or Snow geese into the Goose Hano.gament Zono. 

Sumroary and eonc1usiona 

(l) Bag checking in and JL�;;ut• the GooGo Mo.tlagomont Zonu was undertaken in 

196.3 in order to ovtl.luate new regulations at renting Snow u.nd Rona • 

goosu harvests. 

(2) Composition of tho hro� �.:at 'lfas· Cu. �.w. - 6o.6%, Whit,.,i'z•ont - 10.5�1 

Snow- 28 • .3%, o.nd Roo.· •. o.t;%. 

(.3) Ross 1 goose made up ' 1t Z{J of' the white eoooe kill i•1 contrast to 15% 

in 1962 tmd 2J,G 1t! 19'i7. 

(4) Huntbl' reoction to tho new regulntion wae ft1.vourable. 
In 19(.3. 
(5) A tho lator opening on uh1.te geese ir the- GooaG Mllnagermmt Zone achievod 

ite ob�oetin, i.e.: (a) redu�bon or the Roes' goose harvest nnd 

(b) elimination ot the onforcemont problem. 

Jo.nuary 231 1964. 


