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Introduction 

Aerial Surveys of Waterfowl i n t he 

Coastal Zone of the Maritime Provinces 

The provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 

,Edward Island together have a coastline of approximately 7000 miles. 

It is highly unlikely that a single mile of that coastline is not 

frequented by waterfowl at some time during the year. Over the past 

seven years the Canadian Wildlife Service has periodically conducted 

aerial surveys of waterfowl along portions of that coastline. Those 

surveys were designed to provide Canadian Wildlife Service Biologists 

with data on waterf owl species numbers and locations. With potentially 

increasing pressures on the coastal zone and the waterfowl resource, 

those data are becoming increasingly relevant. 

Methods 

Coastal waterfowl inventories have been conducted since 

April, 1966, in a reasonably consistent manner. The method employed 

was visually scanning the coastal zone from light aircraft at an 

altitude of 100 to 150 feet. Coastal sections that have been surveyed 

were divided into survey blocks and waterfowl c~unts recorded in terms 

of those blocks. The survey blocks were established accordine to 

discernable land features identifying the end of one survey block and 



~. 

the beginning of the next. During most surveys, waterfowl counts have 

been facilitated through the use of portable tape recorders. The data 

were later transcribed onto data summary sheets. 

Results 

Six distinct survey sections in the Maritime Provinces are treated 

here representing approximately 30 per cent of the Haritime coastal area. 

Those survey sections are: the eastern shore of New Brunswick; coastal 

Prince Edward Island; the Northumberland shore of ~bva Scotia; the 

coastal zone of Chignecto Bay, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia; the 

coastal regions of southwestern New Brunswick; and the southwestern 

coast of Nova Scotia (Figure 1). Each survey section has been sub-
.... 

divided into convenient survey blocks. Table 1 provides a breakdown 

of the number of survey blocks inventoried at least once in each 

survey section,by month, during the period of April, 1966 to April, 

1973. Some of the survey blocks have been inventoried up to eight 

times ill a particular month during the period in question. Where a 

survey block has been inventoried more than once, the highest counts 

have been employed in the construction of TaQles ~ to 7. Those tables 

present breakdowns or coastal waterfowl counts for the six survey areas 

. in question. The waterfowl enumerated are: Canada geese (Branta 

canadensls); black duck (Anas rubripes); other dabblers, pintail 

(!. acuta), American green-winged teal (!. crecca carolinen~is), 

blue-winged teal (!. discors); divers, greater scaup (Aythya marila) , 

lesser scaup (!. arfirus), golden-eye (Bucephala spp.), bufflehead 

(!!. albeola), corranon merganser (Hergus merganser), red-breasted 

merganser 01. serrator); and sea ducks, oldsquaw (Clangula hyemalis), 



common eider (Somateria mollissima), white-winged scoter (Melanitta 

deglandi, surf scater (ll. perspicillata), and common scoter (ll. nigra). 

The figures presented for each species and group are rounded 

to the nearest t en. 

Discussion 

The data presented in Tables 2 through 7 are aggregated 

summaries of 86 aer i al surveys conducted between April, 1966 and 

3. 

Apri l, 1973. The tables present a monthly figure for species and groups 

of species and does not represent the total numbers passing through 

a particular location per unit time. Since the progression rate through 

the Haritime coastal zone is unknown, it is impossible to numerically 

describe on a monthly basis, the total number of waterfowl occurring 

in a survey area. Furthermore the summa~ies must not be construed to 

indicate a relative progression rate for survey sites. Rather the numbers 

indicate what may be observed in a survey section at a particular time 

during a month. For example, Table 2 gives the erroneous impression 

that a high of approximately 6,000 geese remain in Chigne eto Bay 

throughout Harch and April. Rather, in that survey section, the 

available data present what is likely to occur at a particular time in 

March or April. 

Ue have not attempted to adjust the data for differences between 

surveys. Among t hose are differences in weather and tidal phenomena, 

factors altering visibility and the employment of several observers. \'[e 

have, however, used the highest figures when more than one count of a survey 



block ,-Iere available. That is justified as we believe the data do not 

represent maximum numbers, nor do they account for the progression 

rate through a bl ock during periods of migration for .. rhi ch the data 

primarily pertain. 

(a) canada geese 

4. 

Aerial ounts of Canada geese are presented in Table 2. 

~'lintering populations of Canada geese are found primarily in 

southwestern Nova Scotia and bet\veen Cole Harbour and Musquodoboit 

Harbour on the Province's eastern shore (Fi gure 2). In the Cole 

Harbour - Musquodoboit area, 910 Canada geese were counted on January 22 , 

1973, and the limited January coverage for southwestern Nova Scotia 

(Table 2) totalled 2,770. The available aerial survey data are 

obviously incomplete for both locations at present. Martell (1969) 

demonstrated that as many as 6,000 Canada geese may over-winter in 

the Port Joli area alone. 

The March and April totals in Table 2 reflect the spring 

movement of Canada geese. Unfortunately, spring aeri al surveys have 

not been made in Prince Edward Island where large numbers are known to 

occur, and limited data is available for the Northumberland shore of 

Nova Scotia. 

In the Chignecto B~ region, goose numbers peak for a 

per iod of several days. This may occur in March or early April and 

appears dependent on weather conditions (VanZoost, 1970). A high of 

approximately 6, 000 geese usually occurs there in spring. 



fe1;T ()).n('l,da s eese have been recorded by aerial surveys in 

August . By September, an influx of migrants is ev ident and this 

i ncreases dramat iC'al1:,r thr ough October am November. 

5. 

Part icularly high numbers occur in coastal bays and marshes 

i n October and November. 3ehJeen Alberton and Tra ad i e on the Gulf of 

st. La"rrence sho ( , and Pinette to Hebron on the Northumberland Strait 

shore of Prince &~v/ard Island (Figure 3 ), it is not unusual to count 

betvre en 250 and ? , 000 geese in anyone of the 13 survey blocks there. 

Likewise, flock ~ are common at similar locationc a long the eastern 

shore of Nmv Brunsv.'ick and Northumberland shore of Nova Scotia. 

Bebveen 500 and over 1, 000 appeared to be consistent counts for 

Miscou Island, Baie Verte, and between Tracadie and Kouchibouguac, i n 

eastern New Brunm'li ck , Hhile over 3,000 geese may occur i n t he coastal 

zone of l:lallace Bay to Bayhead , Nova Scotia (Figure 3 ). 

Fall aerial survey data is not available for southwestern 

Ne'·J Br unSVlick, wher eas li.mited chta are presented for sout hwestern 

Nova Scotia . Her e , one survey counted 2 ,000 geese at Port Joli on 

November 22 , 1966 . 

(b ) Brant 

;fuile numbers of brant (Branta canadensis) have not been 

illustrated in table f orm, they have been periodically observed on 

aer ial surveys. La rge st concentrations occur in south''lestern t-!e\v 

Br u.'1m'lick during 1·1arch (3, 240 brant) and April (2..., 066 ). Five hundred 

brant hav e been ob3cr ved at Brier Island during March with April 

figures of 80 at Tat~agouche, along the Northumberland Strait shore 



of Nova Scotia, and 500 at Baie Verte on the Eastern Ne\i J3runSl'lick 

coast. The only . al l ohservation is five individuals observed at 

~Jeguac (eastern Jew Bru:1.sHick) during September . 

(c) Black Duck 

Table J s\~arizes available black duck aerial survey data 

for the six coactcl r.e ctions. 

TIle black duck is a year round resident of the ~furitime 

Provinc~s, as jt over-winters in all three provinces. 

6. 

A high of 7,000 black ducks have been observed in Prince 

E<ivTard Island during January, on Canadian ilildlife Service mid-winter 

inventories duri ng the late 1950's. 

In January and February, 3,010 and 1,710 respect i vely, have 

been counted along the southeastern coast of Nml Brun~vi ck. A complete 

survey of the ':iestern coast of Nova Scotia in December revealed the 

presence of 5,800 black ducks, while the limited January data accounted 

for /,810 . The maximum \vinter ground count obtained by Hartell (1969 ) 

fo r Port Joli on February 7, 1969 was 5,064. 

The distribution of over-wintering black ducks in the Haritimes 

is mor e eJo..-tensive than that of the Canada geese. :'Jhereas Canada 

geese are restricted to coastal sections of Nova Scotia, the black 

duck over-\finters in ice free bays and estuaries in all three provinces. 

Over- -,,, i ntering bl ack ducks are distributed in small numbers along the 

Atlantic coast c f Nova Scotia, \-lith major concentration areas at Cole 

Harbour - ~usquodoboit Harbour, Port Joli area, and Yarmouth shore . . An 

aerial survey on January 22, 1973, recorded 835 black ducks in Cole 

Harbour - Husquodoboit Harbour (Figure 2). 



'7 
I' 

In add ition to those locations cited above, south ..... le stern 

New ErunSldck :is liJ ' e""ise inhabited by laree numbers of over-''lintering 

black ducks. I n Passam~quoddy 8~ alone, we h ! ve recorded the extremes 

of 570 to 1,710 b la _k ducks on survey flights in December, January and 

February. Hovrever, for the most part, over-wint ering black ducks there 

appear to be widely dispersed, i nhabiting the many coastal bays and 

shallo,,. estuarie s . The spring northward progression rate of birds 

over-wintering so th of Passamaquoddy is unknown but is potentially 

ver'J high. Our data at present do not shed light on that aspect. 

Spring mierants arrive in the Chignecto Bay region by mid-

Harch and build in numbers as the s?lt marsh habitat becomes clear of 

snow and ice. Large salt marsh tracts on the northern side of Shepody 

Bay and at the upper regions of Cumberland Basin attract the bulk of 

those migrants. 

Salt marshes alone:; the Northumberland shore of Nova Scotia 

and eastern shore ~f Ne .... ; Brunffi'lick are usually open by early April and 

spring black duck numbers peak on those marshes during that month. 

.. Re corded highs on surveys in those areas are respectively 1,630 and 

1,520 black ducks. Unfortunately, no spring data~ available for 

Pr ince Edward Island , however, significant numbers of black ducks are 

known to use coastal habitat in the province during April and early 

Eay. 

Black d ucks produced in the Maritimes begin to Group up by 

mid-August and a ppear in small flocks on salt marshes and shallow bays 

in th e coa.stal zone . Those numbers continue to build throughout 

September, and ,,'lith an influx of northern migrants during October and 



November, build L.o rea.l<: numbers by mid- to late november (refer to 

Table 3). By m.i.d- rJ vr>mber it is not uncomm.on to see s i ngl e flocks of 

blacks numbering up ~o 600 . Under normal conditions s ev~r e icing has 

forced nost blacks ~ the '.r ":intering grounds by late D0cembe!' . 

(d) Other Dabblers 

H. 

Under the cateeory "other dabblers" vre includ e pintail, 

American creen-y,ri: "ed teal, and blue- ,rinGed teal. Scant munbers of 

mallard (Anas platyrhyncho s) and American vligeon (A. anericana. ) have 

been observed on aerial ,.urvcJ·s but there is insufficient data to 

warrant tabulation. Rarely have more than five of those been recorded 

i!1. a survey block, and generally none are observed. Of the t,,,o species, 

t .e mallard is widely distributed throughout the ~furitime coastal 

zone , while wi~con occur locally in each province. Th pintail is 

not abundant in t:1e tfaritimc Provinces, but main bre edi ng grounds are 

in the border r e[,ion of New BrunS\rick and Nova Scotia, the Saint John 

River valley, a.."ld Prince &hvard Islam. The highest April aerial 

count in Chignecto .,ay vlas 59 pintail, relative to 251 ere en-winged 

teal, three mallard , and no vfigeon (Table 4). 

The counts provided in Table 4 refer primarily to teal. 

American green-winged teal are the major component of those spring 

data, and the fall counts apply primarily to both blue-winged and American 

gr een-Hinged tenJ . Due to the difficulties imposed by aerial surveys 

it has often not been possible for an observer to positively distinguish 

bet,·reen those s re cies. In those cases, counts have been recorded as 

teal. Blue-'.vingcd teal numbers build on coastal marshes during late 
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August and early Sept.e'1ber. Dy late September most blue- winged teal 

have migrated so ,rt.h ',,;ith a:ev! stragglers remai ninG in the Haritimes 

to mid-October, A"1r>r Lc :1 r;reen- 'dinced teal number'" con inue to build 

throughout OctoD<.J r , lhe Oc aber data of Table h re lect pr:iJnarily 

Amerj can green-i; 'r, ~ed teal numbers. Large numbers o f creen-wings 

remair. on the coastal salt marshes \Jell into November, ,:d.~th a .fei-l 

i nd i viduals r emainu'e late into the month. Ameri can gr een-winged teal 

do not norm.ally occ' U' i n the Haritime Province s during the winter 

months. 

(e) Divers 

Survey summa~J data for diving ducks appear in Table 5. 

Divers r efer to scaup, gold eneye and mergansers. A ~tM ring-necked 

ducks (Aythya collaris ) have b een observed on fliehts but not in 

suff i cient numbers t o ,Tarrant tabulation. 

Ovcr-' .... i ntering diving ducks occur in all three provinces , 

un~ortunately no data is available for Prince Edward Island, however , 

larce numbers of Goldeneye are known to '.-Tinter in open r i ver mouths 

of t hat province . ':Tinter occurrence of scaup is restricted t.o south-

west ern rJova Scotia lrlhereas sizeable flocks of goldeneye occur along 

the southi .... estern coasts of both Ne"T BrtUlS\ack and Nova Scotia . 

Table 5 i llustrates that the diving duck group occurs 
during spring . 

in lar[ e mrrnber s t l lroughout the Haritime coastal zone! The birds 

initially build 1lt.- i n coastal areas that support \'linteriDb popul.ations 

and move t hrough th r; eastern shore of NevT BrunS1rnck and northern shore 



0 " "ova Sco'.:'; "l as the coast becomes relatively ice fr ee in early to 

, 'rl - AtJr : 1 . 

10. 

'l'hL .. .,. , rnsented in Table 5 demonstrates t he fall build-up 

'I r J.J.\ ",,' - ",.., thL 

, ~'ld , .'1:' '10 C ~ 

~"'1.1 r eLion of ea~ ern trew BrunS1·nck , Prince lliH1.!'d 

l,,,, _p 0,[ :;ova Scot' a . DlU'~ "1g the per i od Septero!J0!, 

' ~p,nt!'a' ions arc '- f) i1ris ~ . ;"lrima~':'l ~ - 0 scaup and 

ring lu..-·" (le i. Lc:' on 'L. 

Prince :&iward Isla nd (4, 2;;'0 scaup, 15, <" - nrga. -.... 5). . "'\ ,JJld 

~erganser numbers de cline cons ider ably dur::""~ Ncr, • '" Y' . vcr, 

goldeneye numbers peak during that month in those ~h_c e ~ ~ qp'~ . ~s . 

By Deca'1lber most diving duck s are on their .... in:.cring gr o 

Hi th straggler s remaining alonG the eastern coast of Ne'.'J Brunswick . 

. 10 data are -av('. ilable for the Northumberland shore of Nova Scotia, 

however, numbers of goldeneye and merg~'lsers fre ouent open r 'ver ~ouths 

o~ that section throughout December and occasionally througl winter . 

(r) Sea Ducks 

Available sea duck survey data are summarized i n Tabl e 6 . 

Included in the sea duck grouping are oldsquaYr, eilier o.nd the three 

species pf scoter . The nu~bers i llustrated in that table are no 

:ioubt extremely 10"'" since the survey method c;>f visu:tlly scam i.fig the 

" in- shore" coas:'al zone , i n ,dl probabilitJ - , • . .; 3scd '-i r:ni :icant ntll'nbcr ::; 

of l ho se ::; ccies . 

Table 6 ill ustrates sizeable nUT:loers of 0 ri s !']U.3.'" duri nc 

January ~'ld F0br'.lary only in south"lestern NCH Brun~'rick -'3.nd Prince 
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:sct ';rard Islx~J , , oHever, olrisqua"l are kno'.-m to over-~ ; i r:ter n all 

three provinces . Sma.ll numbers are scattered alone :.r.e / ent 're ice 

free coast o f nova Scntia during '.-{inter and ST, all ~locY:::; occul' in 

o!>Cn n.r eas bchrcr~ ; C"" flov .. s in Norlhwnberland Strait !1d :lions the 

northern C03.:.3t of P" Lnce I:£h-ra rd Island. 

Over-' ... l.!t r ' ng scoter and e ider occur ;:.r i..m ~'ily in Gou":-hHester n 

t:e':i Br un S';r , ck n.!1~ sou we ctern tlova Scotia . Spr: lL. ine nUl:1ber s of both 

cider ~d scot '? -:!~~TCaSe to 5, 060 and 6 ,130 r ec Qcti v ply durin,:; April 

in south'.lestcrn ~! "1-1 runs.'ri ck. Scoter'" rc- appear early j n the fall a3 

3 , 6( 0 birds have bee~ ob...;cr.re'i in southuesterr. NeVI Bruns,·licl< during 
/ 

August . Both seoter and ci~ er nunbers increase throueh September , 

peaki ng in October in eastern Nmv Brunm·rick a.nd Prince Ed~'lard Island. 

Oldsouavr usually .::.:;pear in laree flocks by earl:,,' rJover;;ber . :By December 

most s ea ducks arc on their uinterin5 grounds . 

Conclusior.. 

The data presented illustrates an intensive usc of the 

Harit in:: coastal zone by several species o~ '~raterfmll. iJhile the data 

do not cover the zone j;. its entirety, it does survey mucr. of ~he most 

intensel y used coaslline . In the data presented obvious gape nccur 

suer as t ,1C v;int er and. Grin!; surveys for Prince Edward Island, t:ay 

slL"'Veys f or the eastern coast of He\! Brunswick and tJorthumberland 

coast (\ r JO'.ra Scot ia, alone \-lith complete "linter coverage of south-

11c stern "0'10. Sco~ia . "ut-ure surveys by the Canadian '.lildli,::'e Service 

Ivill atter.pt to fill i~ta wa~s in the material pre sented i n tr.is paper . 



In addition, surveys are required along Nova Scotia's eastern shore, 

Cape Breton Islanc and the north shore of YEn,r BrunS\vick . 

The j:C. . t ime coastal zone provides hnbitat for ",housa!1ds 

0:' mir;rat inr; anc ~;j" i er ~nr. 1 ;11terfowl. Hopefully, t his pa jJer has 

shed additionnl l~ c11 t on numbers 11nd species of \'Iaterfmvl utilizing 

more strategic sect ions of that zone. 1,'lith increasing pressure on 

the coastal zone thr ough port, tidal povrer proje cts , oil spills, and 

recreational de'! -lo t)!' ents, the importance of documenting Haterfm"l 

use of that zone i s becowinb increasingly irnport11. t. 

12. 
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Tabl e l. Survey block coverage per survey section 

~·Io . blocks per 
Number of blocks surveyed per survey section 

Surve~T section survey se ction Jan. Feb. Har. Apr . Hay JW1e July Aug . Sept. Oct. nov. Dec . 

Easter n shore 
;~ew QrllnS':fick 17 3 0 ? 14 -. 15 17 17 17 12 

Prince Fd'tlard 
Island 34 3 $"0 0 0 34 34 ')' 29 () ./ '", 

~lorthumber1and 

shor e Nova Scotia 12 2 0 0 9 5 11 7 7 0 

Cbif,necto Bay 5 0 0 5 5 5 4 3 3 0 

Southwestern 
New BrW1swick 7 7 7 7 7 7 0 0 0 7 

Southwestern 
Nova Scotia 36 9 0 31 7 0 0 "3 6 36 



Table 2 . Survey S1ID1l'!lary of Canada geese - April 1966 to April 1973 -:~ 

Survey section Jan . Feb . Har . Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Eastern shore 
New I3runS't'lick n,d. n.d. 240 1520 0 1740 5550 6650 16BO 

Prince Edward 
Island n .d. n .d. n.d. n .d . e 2ll)C 1.ll'ln 1()A()'1 n.d. 

Northumberland 
shore Nova Scotia 0 n.d. n.d . 700 320 400 910 512 n.d. 

Chignecto Bay n.d. n.d. 6(f70 5800 0 o . 70 20 n.d. 

Southwestern 
New Brunswick 0 0 220 280 0 n.d. n.d. n.d. 0 

Southwestern 
Nova Scotia 2770 n.d. 540 250 n.d. n.d. 160'-:-::- 3280 2900 

n.d. - indicates no available data that can be grouped in a standardized manner 

-~- - Figures are rounded to the nearest 10 

- Honthly survey section totals are a surrnnation of the highest counts for the individual survey blocks 

- Refer to Table 1 for number of blocks surveyed per section by month 

{H~ One survey only, St . ~1aryts Bay to Shelburne - does not include Port Joli to Shelburne Harbour 



Table 3. Survey swnmary of black ducks - April 1966 to April 1973~:-

Survey section Jan . Feb . Har . Apr. Hay June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Eastern shore 
Nml Brunswick n.d. n.d. 240 15?0 0 1740 5550 6650 1680 

Prince :3hvard 
Island n.d. n.d . n . d . n .d. o 240 62';C ll':;l ') Qt.on n . d . 

Northumberland 
shore Nova Scotia 0 n.d. n.d. 15Jo 320 J520 4950 9010 n . d . 

Chignecto Bay n.d. n.d. 1220 1350 680 1000 1060 1500 n . d . 

Southwestern 
Nffi'l BrunSiflck 3010 1710 2590 930 170 n.d. n.d. n.d. 2310 

Southvle st ern 
Nova Scotia 2810 n.d. 1800 390 n.d. n.d. 1600 2770 5800 

n.d. - indicates no available data that can be grouped in a standardized manner. 

~*" Figures are rounded to tile nearest 10 

- Honthly survey se ct ion totC'~ s are a summation of the highest counts for the individual survey blocks 

- Refer to Table 1 for the number of survey blocks inventoried per section by month 



Table 4. Survey st.ll1'UT1ary for miscellaneous dabbling ducks - April 1966 to April 197Y-

Survey section Species Jan . Feb. Har. Apr. May June July Aug . Sept:. • Oct. nov. Dec . 

Eastern shore Teal 0 70 720 6380 1990 640 0 
New Br unsvlick Pintail n.d. n. d . 0 10 50 . 990 710 10 0 

Prince Edward Teal n.d. n.d. n.d. n .d. 300 3100 213 0 170 n.d. 
Island Pintail n.d. n .d . n .d . n .d. 10 191) 660 0 n. d . 

Northumberland Teal 0 n .d. n. d . 50 1-0 p,60 I,F.f' 4U n. d . 
shore Nova Scotia Pintail 0 n.d. n.d. 0 0 () () 0 n.d. 

Chignecto Bay Teal n.d. n.d. 70 250 500 1270 2000 1100 n.d. 
Pintail n.d. n.d. 50 60 10 200 150 0 n.d. 

Southwestern Teal 0 0 0 40 10 n.d. n.d. n.d. 0 
New Brunswick Pintail 0 0 0 0 0 n.d. n .d. n.d. 0 

Southv{e st ern Teal 0 n.d. 0 0 n.d. n.d. 3820 50 0 
Nova Scotia Pintail 0 n.d. 0 0 n.d. n.d. 0 0 0 

n.d. indicates no data 

-:~ - Figures are r0unded t o the nearest 10 

- Monthly survey section totals are a summation of the highest counts for t he individual survey blocks 

- Refer t o Table 1 for n~ber of blocks surveyed per sect ion by month 



Table 5. Survey sUl'l1Jll.?l'Y for divers - April 1966 to April 1973-::-

Survey section Species Jan . Feb . Har. Apr. Hay June July Aug. Sept . Oct . Nov. Dec . 

East ern shore Scaup 0 n.d. 0 390 0 1150 10510 273 0 0 
HevT BrunS\'Tick Goldeneye 0 n . d . 3 60 1620 0 10 520 4110 60 

Merganser 0 n.d. 0 410 120 1/.30 5820 2520 930 

Prince Edvrard Scaup n .d . .., .4 
..... \....4. . :-l . d . n .d. 0 1 0 4220 980 n.d . 

Island ~ldeneye n.d . n. d . n .d . n .d. 0 0 41,.0 295 \ !l.d . 
Ver ganser n . d . n .d . n .d. n.d . 4U l':~' 15P5C 1..50n n.d. 

Northumberland Scaup n.d. n.d. 0 270 0 260 (' 550 n .d . 
shore Nova Scotia Goldeneye n.d . n . d . 0 1 00 0 0 20 143 0 r, . d . 

Her ganser n .d . n .d. 20 420 50 150 630 790 n. d . 

Chignecto Bay Scaup n.d. n.d. n.d. 0 0 0 0 0 n. d. 
Goldeneye n.d. n.d. n .d . 10 0 0 0 0 n.d. 
Merganser n.d. n.d. n .d. 60 0 0 0 60 n . d . 

So ut h\-le stern Scaup 0 0 0 0 () n.d . n .d . n.d. 0 
New Brunswick Goldeneye 870 390 350 80 0 n.d. n.d. n.d. 810 

Herganser 40 70 590 . 300 ... 0 n.d . n .d. n .d. 280 

Southwestern Scaup 670 n.d. 380 0 n .d . n . d . 0 150 1090 
Nova Scotia Goldeneye 200 n.d. 1100 60 l, . d . n.d . 0 50 590 

Herganser 0 n .d. 13 0 20 n .d . n .d. 0 200 30 

n.d. indicates rlO data 

~r - Figures are rounded to the nearest 1 0 
- }:onthly survey section totals are a swnmation of the highest counts for the individual survey blocks 
- Refer to Table 1 for number of blocks surveyed per section by month 



~ 

Table 6 . Su.vovey summary for sea ducks - April 1961S t o April 197Y' 
( 

Surve:,' 3cct ion Speci.es Ja:l . Feb . I'1_ar . /.:)1' . ! : a:,' ,June .Jdy Aug . 3p.pt . Oct . Noy . Dec . 

Sastcr:c shor e Oldso.uai·j 70 n .d . 0 0 0 (' 0 1311) 0 v 

~!e't! BrlL'1[7,;ick Seoter 0 n.d. 0 llO 0 '1680 3100 170 0 
Eider 10 n .d . 100 2 1.;2 () 0 150 820 790 0 

Prince lYh; ~rcl ell dSaUPji [.20 r. . c: ; ~ • ~.l • n . r'!. . 1"1 ,-. } '7 n 1?9(-) , l 
" . . .. ....: . 

~sl~ ::.!. ~c()~cr 0 :--!. . d . ;-'; . :i . :l . c. . lL " 18/.0 1 ' V .J , r. . 1. • 
Eirler () :c .d . n . :i . n . ':! . ( . (\ jt: O r. . :i . \J ", ' . 

~ TO rt!". ':.unber land 01dsqua' ... 2() .:1 . r4 . ;, . ~ . () fJ 0 ...c '.! 130 n . :! • 
shnrc Nova Scotia Seoter 0 n . d . n .d . / 0 50 50 ')' \ 10 ' n . ri • . ~ 

Eider 0 n .d . ~ 1 
• 1 . .... l . 0 50 30 c 0 n .d . 

Chignecto Da.y 01dsqua,,'[ n .d . n . '''.! ' 0 ':; 0 C C 0 0 r. . d . 
Scoter n .d . n . J . I) 15!'0 ")n 0 0 0 n .d . -" 

Eider n .d . n . d . 100 530 "\ 10 0 0 n . d . -' 

South\'Testern 01dsqua\>J 490 450 30 0 () n .d . !l . d . n .d . 180 
Ne\l ::3runSl·!i ck Seoter /.80 J.J~O 720 5060 3660 n .d . r. . rl . !l .d . 800 

Eider 490 280 3660 6130 0 n . d . n . d . n .d . 770 

So ut h\'le st ern 01dsquavT 0 n .d . 520 140 n .d . n . (1 . r. 0 ?C v 

Seat er 0 n . d . 110 "1 1"1 "'! . L n .d . ~'()G 0 30 0 --' ~ 

Eider 0 n .c . 1870 l.,l30 n.1 . n .d . 10 100 1L,on 

n.d. - ind icates no data 

- Fi:urcs are rou!1ded to the nearest 10 
- Y·:onthly survey sectio!l t otals are a sWlUnation of the highest counts for the individual surve:r blocks 
- flefer to Table 1 for number of blocks surveyed per sect i on by month 
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