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Introduction 

The Basin Easement program is the application of one mothod 

by the Canadian Wi'l.dlifo Service in its lands program to preserve ��ntor� 

fowl habitat in western Canada, This method is the negotiation of 

agreements with landowner� whereby they, in return for an annual payment, 

agree to preserve their wcLlnnds as wat�rfowl production areas. Most 

agreements follow a standard agreement format (Appendix A1 page L), 

however, in some cases special 48reomentG arc made which include clauses 

specific to proper integrated land usc of tho aroa through development 

and/or manazement. 

Negotiation'o£ agreements is done largely by mail, Landowners 

Within the current years area would receive a separate offer on each 

parcel of land which has 2 acres of more suitable wetlands. Alone with 

the offer he would receive n brochure "Dollars from Wetlands" (Appendfx 

A, page 2) which explains tho program, 

Progress reports on the Basin Easement project (3o2-44-019) 

and Water Dovi'!lopment Assistance project (382-4lt-020) are compiled t o  

provide a record of och!evcmont o n  which t o  bue (a) fund and personnel 

management decisions for tho current fiscal year and (b), projections 

of requirements and achievements in succeeding years. Progress rel)ort 

No. 16 t'eporte th� tlccomptislln1Cnrt to November 30, 1969 and fol;"ecastll 

the results to Match 31, 1970. 

Results 

Net accomplishment of activity during the period April 1, 1967 to 
Se�tombor 30, 1969. 

Agreemont:G valued at $182, 181� per annum have been s 1 gnC!d with 

1,999 landowners for 40,521 acres of wetlands located on 3,855 p�rcols 



of land in 9 munictp:llities and counties in AlbcrtD. since April 1, 1967, 

The distribution of ogrecments through the province is sho�m in fisurc 

1 and the distributiOn of parcels under agreement in the counties of 

Lamont and Beaver are shown in fi gure 2 and 3 respectively. 

Agreements valued at $20,180 per annum have been signed with 

319 landowners for 6,538 D.crcs of wetlands located on 861 parcels of 

land in 21 municipalities in Saskatchewan since April 1, 1967. The 

distribution of agreements th�:oughout the province is sho\m in figut·e 

4 and the distribution of parcels under asrcOf!tCnC in the municipalities 

of Lumsden, Duffcl:in, Se.rnia, Craik, Big Arm and Arm Rivet• is sho,·ll\ 

in figures 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 respectively, 

Agreements valued at $53,084 per annum have been signed with 

607 lando,�ners for 14,984 acres of wetla.nds lococod on 1,490 parcels 

of land in 14 municipalities in Manitoba since April 1, 1967. l'hc dis­

tribution or asreoments throughout the province io shown in figure 11 

and the distribution o! parcels under agreement in tho municipalities 

of Roblin, Turtle Hountain, Morton, Winchester and l�hitcwotcr is shown 

in figures 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 respectively. 

In total, agrec�nts velued at $255,448 rer annum have been 

signod with 2,925 lnndo\me-rs on 62,043 acres o! wetletnda located on 

6,206 pa�:cels of land in 44 rnunic'l.palities in the three Prairie Provincee, 

oc of September 30, 1969, 

Status of 1969-70 fiscal ye�r activity, 

Negot:inLions from April 1 ,  1969 to Novcntber 30, 1969 hnve 

resulted in agrcetnents valued o.t $25,031 and renewals have been completed 

on $160,751 worth of 1967-69 fiscal year agrc.H�ments (from T:ablc 1),. 



It is forccnst that continuing negotiations wilL conclude additional 

agreements vAlued at $9,047 and renewals will be conclud�d on an additional 

$126,429 worth of 1967-69 fiscal. year agreements (frot•l Table 1) by 

Mo.rch 30, 1970. This level of activity results in a surplus of $91,540 

in eacomont funds (Table 1) and is foroca�;t to net 70,077 acres or 

wctlc.nds (rnble 2) under agreement by !-larch 30, 1970, 

Discussion 

The surplufl o£ $91,540 is created by tho budget rnotro.ints 
. 

for 1970-71. Mainttlinins this amount of surplus '1-lill allow for $12, 6t�o 

worth of now agreements in 1970-71 as $326,560 of the prosont total 

of $339,200 estimt\ted for ooscmonts in 1970-71 is required for ron�uals 

($5, 100 of which is renewal. of pilot study easen\Onts) . 

. .  



Tob1c 1 Status, Current and Forecast, of Easement Expenditu�cs 

Year Expenditure Forecast Total forecast 
to date Expe ndi turc to Narch n, 1969 

Standard 
Rcnowo.l:J 1967-69 109,590 123,730 233,320 

Standard New 1969-70 24' 92'• 6,252 31,176 

Subtotal 13'•· 514 129,982 264,496 

Special 
RonowAla 1967-69 51;161 2,699 53,860 

Special New 1969-70 307 2,797 3,104 

Subtotnl s-t ,468 5,496 56,964 

Total 185,982 135,478 321,460 

Budget Standard 1969-70 175,000 177' 000 352,000 

SpeciAl 1969-70 54,900 6,100 61,000 

Total 229,900 183,100 413,000 

Balance + 43,918 + 47,622 + 91,540 



Table 2 Forecast acres under agreement by �larch 31, 1970 

. Yenr Acres 

StL\ndnrtl Renewal 1967-69 56,335 

Stllndord Naw 1969-70 9, 597 

Subtotal 65,932 

Spcciol Rcnc'l-mls 1967- 69 3, 81.6 

Spcc:le l. New 1969-70 329 

Subtotal 4,145 

Total 70,077 
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A!PFENDIX A 



WATERFOWL HABlTAT PR.ES�VATION AOR.EEMUtt 
BEIWEEN: 

AND 

HER lWESTX' THE QUEl'li in right of Canada, u repr.aented by 
the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop:aent, 
hereinafter called "Her Majesty" 

possessor(s) of an interest in 
quarter or Section in Township and Range West 
of the Meridian, in the Province of 
hereinafter called "thel Gl'antor{ s) 11 

THIS AGRE»fl!lJT WITNESSETH THAT in cons1der�tion of tho covenants and 
agroomonts herein contained, the parties hereto covenant and agree: 

1. Tho Grantor(s) grant to Her Majesty the right and privilege of using and 
preserving as a waterfowl habitat the wetland or pothole aroa(s) shown 
outlined in black on the aerial photograph att�ched, together with tho 
right to have Her servants enter upon the above described lands for the 
purpose of o.ecess to and inspection of said habitat, 

2. The GrMtor(e) will not during the term hereof: 
(a) drain or permit to be drainw, or 
(b) fill in or permit to be filled in, or 
(c) bum or permit to be bUrned the marsh vegetation on, the potholes 

or wetlands comprising the said habitat, 

3. In consideration of the covenants agreed to by the Grantor( e) in paragraphs 
1 and 2 above, Her MaJesty agrees to pay to the Grantor(s) an amount or 
$ in equal, annual payments of $ , subject as hereinafter 
provided. 

4. As a condition precedent to the pa.yment of any annual installnent by Her 
Hajesty, the Orantor(s) w1ll execute a certificate that he/they has/ 
have not during the preceding twelve-illonth period committed or permitted 
to be committed any breach of covenants contained in paragraph 2 hereof, 

5. Either party may tenninate this agreement by giving sixty deys' written 
notice to the other. 



Dollars from wetlands 
A progt·mn tel prt>.11crvc N01·1h Amcricu'K 

mu11t impor·tnnl wulc•rfowl pr·oductiou 

ar•eu11 uud JH'ovidP. wf'tluude owners with 

l'flVCIIIU� frOIIl the l'ei!OIIl'f'C� 

Why pa) to [Jrt••••rllt• u·t•tlum/,,1' 
Wotluntls add vurit·l)' to the Jnudscupc, prcnitlu 
water fM Mto cl..,und provide oppnrtunity (or outdoor 
&port. llo wt•vtll', tlruinogo of '' ot lund8 in Wefltorn 
Curwllu huH cctu�o·tl u dN•Iiuc In tloo umount of �uiL· 
nhl" wcou•rfowl hubitut. lC (JrCfl'llt wutorfowl popu­
llllioua ore In Itt• maiutajncd for the bctwfit of all 
(.;uucu.liutt�, '"' muKt prt!JW<�" Hnnoo wet Ia nda. 

Wl&ic·ll uwthmcls flrt' rt'!JIIirt•tl.v 
Sloughs, pottrl", pothuh:H ur utlu•r Mimi lor nrCQK, ntH•· 
tellth I)( nr\ 1t1't'O or larger, whic·h yuu o\�u tht1l nid 
produt•tiutt uf wnl or( owl ar·c !lligihlc. Tlm•n JWtllll 
muKt bo t>i tltt•r pcrttttiiH:ul or witldttunc-hnlf milt' nf 
a J>cruuant•nt pon d. Tcmporur) poutl• urn Je�i rablc 
for breeding dttck• hefore hrooda hatch. \Vetlmub 
wlaic:la lau\e been ditched hut retuin wotcr after 
drainage rt·u�t·s UN! digiblo for Jlii)JIII'nl pr11violeol 
other tO{(lli retttl'lllS nrf' lilt\ I, W ••tlurula not clif!illlo 
for JHI)'IIII'Ill uro !lowing crock�, &ta·c'"""· rivers, dug­
outs 011tAi!lt) n uulurul huMin, Crown·owucd w•lter�, 
and lteovcr itnpoundnu•nts. 

Who •·an partiriprll•• in tit.� pHJp,rcun? 

Any indidtluul or group which 011 ns lnn tl iar the 
Provincra of 1\lnnitohn, Sllskn�t·ht•"an, AJb,..rto, or 
Bri1ish Columbio mny pnrticipnt<• in tloc program, 

HtJw dtlt'.J tht• fJ/'u/(ram UJ11'1't<lt•Y 

Y uur wotlauaiH arc npprniocd fmmneriul pltolt>grupl•� 
und, if n''l" i rt•cl, h)' fi..Jrl in•pc·c·t iuu. Landownt'rM 
who lau1c ''ctlnntls bttitablc for the prodtt t•lion of 
W<tlllrfrl\ll urt• a•li�ihlt• tn rt•t•c•ht• au uffcr, pro,irh·•l  
the offer i� 1 1 1  lt•u•l Sill pl'r yew,., 'I' IHI ) t•url )' Jl'') men l 
iM hnMtltl 1111 tlat· uc•rca"o of ••lij�ihl., wNinnd owtwtl 
and tl ac• •••lirunlt•d 111luo of thr huul fua·ul!r·it·ttltttro. 
Vnr t•ll.lllllpl(', in n quarter• �··••ticm wonh SHIO per 
ocra· with 20 ,, ..,. .• of wl'tlllrttl•, tlw n�reettWHI would 
pro\'ido Jllll\IUIJHI)IlH'IItq of $(1 Jli'T Ot'T(' of Wt'llr111cl, 
or $120 per )t•nr for 10 )""�""· Sirnilnrl), in a qnartrr 

W<'tinn wur1h <:2:; prr ucrc und with 20 uc·rt'' of WN· 
Janel. tlw uj:rl'l'nwut ""ulcl pro1·ide annual poytn<•nta 
of $1.50 pur acre or wa•tl�trul, or s.�o JWr )'l'llr Cur 10 
)'Cor�. P.aytttt•nu wall hn Illude after )OU have &ij!III'Y 
tlllllj;ICCII\l'lll nul tu drnin nr fill in M JIN•Hll'cl pond�. 
IIIII' hnrn tlw 111nr<h vt·�otntion within tlto�c poauiK. 
I'll) men I• will hr murlc· in utlvan�n l!nt•h )'l'ur (or 
10 )''"r" ur il' lun:.; 111 thl' 11!-lrf'l'tn<'nt i� in rtTt•rl. 

\/11) I rt•n•i• •· fill\ 1111'111\ /lit ll"l'lialltl.s 
1111 lmulwhich 1 fl'lll from ot/wr1? 

\u. AM a lcH,rl' ua· rl'utor, )Ott nr c 11111 J•li�o�ihlr to 
n•••c•ilc• wl•ll<uul• Jill) ttll'nl• fa·om thr ])ept�rtriiCIII. Jf 
) 1111 uro thu 1 C!-liHh'n•tl lnudowncr, or th(l hrndiciol 
lnnrlowru•r nnclc·r '"' u�o�n·clttlllll f or �ill(', ) ou nrr' 
Clij.�ihlo: tu r•·•·cil•• '' ••tltttul� 11.1> 1111'111•. E�tnt!'l 11rc 
ul,ot•lit:ihlr to rt•n·i�t• w<'llund8 f>ll)"ntent�. 



Hmv tmr my fnrm ing OJII'rntion� alfecl<'cl 
by t/w ll8TI'(!T/I(IIIf? 

Form prnrtirrs on the �clfrounding huul nrc not 
affcctllcl. Jlo\\o\·or, If )Oll burn tho vegetation on the 
-nrrunnding lund tlln pcmtiA under ugrCt!lliCul muat 
bo protl·ctccl by 11 rirc�euorcl. Any normnl form prnc· 
tiel!, euch oa cuhi\•otion, h11ying, gro�ing, ond 
Apra) lug, Ill It) he uppllecl on th., \�etlonds under 
ogrccrncnt 111 tho woll•r rccctlc·e nnturully. 

Will tfli� 11/{TI'I'rlll'ttl uQ1•rt my t11l1• nr my riRIIL 

to ,,t>lf ur IJI hl'r�t i tl' l'lm t'I'Y 111 y pro p(>rty 't 
1\o. Tht• lll(t<'�lllt'ltt I• not regltilered ngninBt your 
ltmcl titk You nrc ublr to "'II or otller.viMJ convoy 
)OUr lund Ill nny time. lC you do, you muel notiry 
1hc Drpnruuonl of tl•i• o('llon, us the agreement 
bcCOIIII'I void 118 of the clnto of eulo or I'OIIVC)'illlCC. 

1/1 si�ll all ngr<•MH'III 11wy l cancel it 
nt u latcJr dat(>� 

Yea. Eithcc· pnrty moy com·ol the ngrecmcnl by 
submitting GO duy• wrhtc>n nulil'll to tho othor. IC 
)'ull tcrminot.o on ugrCl'llll'ut hcforu tlte ru\Xl [lll)'• 
nwnl i• clue, yuu would bo tO(IUirccJ to J>RY bock n 
portion of 11to 11111111(11 pnyrnl'lll mntlt• in udvouco. 
Thu DcpnrUltcnl would ncJviw you o( the nmount 
you 11111"1 puy huc•k. 

IV/u•r nwst l clo if l willl to apply farm practiCt'l 
t'UIItrary W till' n•n111 oftlu• "fVI'l'mt•ut? 

You 111111l cunccl tlto a�rccmcnt. Failure will require 
r••turn of nll mnnc) r<'l'<'•�l'll ufll'r tlte viololion. 

Call I or otht>rs still ltu11t 011 my lo11tl 
tmd 1'1111 I fU()II'I'f my t•rt�p? 

Th11 u�r!'!'Htcnt tlot•M uul pro�o11t ) u11 or :myono cli!C 
from lnnttiutt 1111 y�111r ltuHI; IHlWI'\'tlr, tltt: hunter 
tlc•C� not obtuin fill)' tulditionol rip;htR hl'couso nf tltc 
nl!r..:l'<lli'HI. l l uniMM nl'tl ••ill roqulrocl to oboy regu· 
lntione 011 cnlrllllt'l' to pl'ivnltl loud 111 specified IJy 
lt•w". Tho OfiH'CIIIt'lll tlo!'s not provonl you f1·om 
protcctin�o� your l'rtt[l fr11111 duC'I-•, �o�•·•·�•·, c•hl., l.y a11y 
lc.:ul mothotl. Aut0111ntic ncetylono exploders nod 
t'Til(l '"""''nllt'l' urt• r1womnumtll'tl for rrtlucing crop 
IOSMCa. 

Will fit•ltf i118J>l'Ctinu& by l"'f!llfllll'l fmm tlu• 
IJl'parrmr•flt ('fl(/atiHI'r any of my rropl? 

o. Flold inAprct ions ore nor111oll) comluclcJ from 
nirrrnft. ) 1111, till' huulm1 nrr, will bl' uotiliccl if an 
in•1;cc1ion on the �rountl it r••quirl'd, Tt will hi! 
cmuluctt•cl "ith ulmuMt cure b) rc�pu116iLic CunuJinu 
\'l'ildlifl' Sen iC'c pl'ffOnncl. 

Cunmlitm Wilcllif� S<>rvicll 
llcpuruncnt of lntlilln AlTo irA nnd North,rn 
De' dopmrnl 

10015 LU3 A'·rnur 
Etlmuntuu, Alberta 



N}�i.ch \/etlnnclR t\rtl required? 

SlouBhs, pond31 potholco, or other similar areas, that you O\m llhich a.ro pcrtn­
enont or hold \'Tater for r_.ost of tho Sllfll!llOl' in a norrn.:U year and either have e. 
mix tUN Of inmorgont vesetation ru'ld open Hater or Opon water wi. t.h quanti tiOC Of 
sub;no1•gont vegot.ation. \·/etlanda 1:hich have b!lon ditched but rotain permanent 
·uator attor drllina3o coaaon arc ollr;iblo tor payment . \olotJ ands not oJ.j giblo 
for peymont nrc flo\·ring creeks, streams, rivers, dugout:; outoidc a natural 
baoin, Cro-..m-olmcd \•tator:.; , bo�owor ilnpound!nents and Dha]�OI'/ araso ma.rl'lhe&. 

Hou doce tho program operate? 

Your uotla.ndo are app1•nteed from aerial photogruphs and, if' rl'l('J.ui:rcd, hy tiolc't 
inspection. LandOlmCrB Hho have \·retlands suitable for tho p:r·oduoti.ol1 or Hato:r­
tow). nro oHei l>l.e to reoei vo an offer Oil ua.oh pa,·ool o£ land on l·rhich thot•o aro 
at loMt t\•m ncroo or v1otlands. The yearly payment io bnood on tho aoroc•so or 
eligj bla \·1otland O\·mod and the estimated vl.'lua of tho land fot• ag:r�. cultw:·o. For 
cxronplo, in n que\•t.or uect:i.ou worth $100 per aero \·rHh ?.0 D.Cl'OO o.£ \·tetln."lds, the 
asreornont. l·lould provide annual pa.yrnento of $6 po>' acl'O of l·rctlonrl, or $1.20 per 
year for J.O yunra. Similarly, in a quarter soct�.on 1'10rth $25 por acre and ,.(t th 
20 ll.Cl'OS of \·totland, the agreement \.'Oulr:l providtJ 111U1Ual pcynHmts of $1.50 ptolr 
aero of \'IOLlt&nd, or $.30 per year for 10 you1·u. Pa.ymonto 1·rlll bo maao o.ftor you 
signed an agreement 11not to drain or parmi t to bo drained, or fill in ot• permit 
to be i'il.tod in, or burn or permit to be· burnod tho mo.r!lh voeotation onrr thu 
<'1ie;i.blo pond� . PD.ymonto ,,'iL'l bo made each yonr for 10 years or ac long as the 
a.groomont io in �ffect . 


