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PRELIMINARY DATA
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Introcuoction

Under instructions from the National Parks Bureau,
the period April 29th to May 9th, 1942, was spent at Point
Pelee Mational Park investigating the eurrent shortage of
muskrats and other matters, Thanks are due to the Super-
intendent, R.J., Grant, for his full co-pperation and
valuable assistance, '

Point Pelee became & park because of its importance
as & nature reserve, The steps leading up to ite creation
were: '

, l. Investigation by naturalists from 1879 on,
Their work showed that %the roint was a remarkable Bird
migration centre and slso that, being the most southern
mainiand in Canada, it contained a remarkable number of
plants and animals confined to the Lake Erie reglon and

in some cases found only on the point, The point acquired’
a ,reputetion in scientific. literagture for rare discoveries,

2. Memorandum by Mr, P.A. Taverner pointing out
these facts, drawing sttention in addition to the attracta-
iveness of the point,end recommending a nationsl park,
This memorandum was published by the Commission of
Conservation,

3. Sponsorship of the park'scheme by the Advisory
Board on Wild Life Protection and by local and nationsal
organizations,

‘The park was set aside because it ig a unique faunal
and floral area, though the fact that it might have some
advantages as a playground was also brought up,  In the
writer's opinion its unigue faunal and floral value is of
national interest and would Justify 'its being called =
national park under any set of standards ever drawn up, -’
in spite of its small siZe, As a picnic ground and bathing
beach in the riding of South Essex 1t is not of national
interest, .. - -

A% the time the parlk was established, in 1918, good
roads were scarce and therc were sand beaches by the mile,
some of them on Lake Eric even closer to Windsor than Point
Pelee, unoccupied and unuscd by the general publie, The
Years following its «cstablishment brought better roads,
Taster cars, and new summer cottages with each succeeding
year. The time has now been reached where the only une
ocecupied sand beaches on the Great Lakes are on Indian
Reservations, and in the more accessible places there are
cottages on chine shores, rock piles and mud flats,

Private occupation has so inercascd that it is difficuls
to rfind a-place for publiec pienic parties., It is easy to
see what would have happened to Point Pclee had there been
no park, The point would have been ruined as & natural
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area, A8 it was, 1%t became more and more fregquented by
peolickers and campers with each year, Facilities were
installed which further increased this publie use, It was
finally realized that the time had come for & glzing-up

of the park's values and a consideration of the park aresa,
practically yard by yard with respect to its value as
nature reserve or in conneetion with its use for public
recreation. A party of three scientists Dr, H,F. Lewis,
Mr. W,E.D., Halliday and Dr. H,A. Senn was sent to the
point to make an investigation and- report,

VEGETATION

Since I was able to cover the entire area of the
point it is felt that there ip some oceasion for setting
down an independent description of the vegetation,together
with a discussion of the prodblems of its conservation, A
convenient geographical classification is used instead of the
vegetational regions used by the special investigators
of 1939,

It should be pointed out thet, because of the
high water table, sandy soil and exposed position of the
point, vegetation develops as ¢lumps, where trees end shrubs
combine to form a dense unit, These are particularly '
marked on the beach, but in .the interior of the park the
stands of vegetation are %11l units and interference with
part causes loss of the whole, In the course of preparing
campgrounds in the past, limbing, Brushing and eclearing of
vines and ground wvegetation has bheen praotised, The trees
were left, but they soon start to go down., Every one that
falls makes it just so much harder for the rest to hold on,
and gsooner or later they all go., In eampground areas this
clearing is necessary, but its extension beyond absolute
neccasity not only destroys natural conditions but initiates a
chain of events ending in the destruction of the forcst,
If the openings ecrcated arc large, soil instability sets
in, It should never be forgotten that the point is
fundamentally unstable, and has varied in size and shape
within historiecal times. It ecould conceivably blow back
into the lake which produccd it,

Description

South tip of point to porking grounds end life- -~ -~
saving station .

This includes the sand spit at the end of the
point ené a narrow patch of bush with sand beach on both
sides, The sand epit is as short now as it has ever been,
and some of the planted willows are undergoing wave erosion,
However, the prospect of lower water gives hope that 1t may
again build up, in which case every effort should be made
to establish willows on the point, The bush, or "jungle",
is in fair shepe now, although wood has been removed fronm
it in the past, It should be left scrupulously untouched
both for its‘value in fixing the point and for its value
2as a bird sanctuary. With the possible exception of Bona-
venture Island there is no more famous spot for birds in
Canada, On a good morning in the Mey migration it simply
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boils-with birds and the confus sion of gongs and Callu.is,

zlndescrlbablee The number of individual birds that pass

through is enormous. It night be mentioned that there I

saw the only banded bird I have ever observed in the field
away from the actual vieinity of a banding station; a female
yellow warbler, This "Jungle" could not be fenced but 1%t
can at least be left urdisturbed, Large numbers of people
pass on elther side of it, but few enter it, .

" Region of the life -gaving statlon refreshment booth, and

road end

“This i& bound to be the region of .maxinmum human ‘use
for the whole polnt, Facilities for parking and plcnicking
are essentizl, and their improvement is always a lerimate
activity, Tor pretection against gand movement the thickets
on ecither side should bve maintalned with necessary paths
through them, ° o ' “:
Region bounded by main roads, nature reserve, east beach and
parking area at end of p01nt including Post house ¥

The region immcdlately north of this parking area
has a secondary:road along the cast and socuth sides, It
iz opcn on the east side but becomes a "jungle" on the
side touchlng the main road:  So long as public use of
this region does not break down the ‘801l I do not think .
the vegetation Will suffer. The removal of cactus should:

‘not be tolerated, however , and the thickets west of the

sccondary rodd and 1mmcdiatoly south of the Post house
should not be disturbed., Thcre arc at prescnt some vinew
clad ccdars- in it %hat have fallcn, but are just as. good’
cover now as thcy werc when alive, and 1n my oplnlon
their. removal is unnccessary. (ph@tograph)

Between west bcach and main road from life saverst?! house
to Grubb fiskery

As this arca is by far the best piece of shore .
Jungle alonv the west becach it should be given every
protection, and windfalls left .in pOSitlon cxcept whers
they are on or very closec %o the road. It scems possible.
‘at present to keep this scetion in its natural condition
without fenecing. Undoubtcdly it would .be better to have .
the incincrator in somd: environment less regtricted than . .
this narrow strip of woods, The best 8spot would be at the
back of some of the Ffarms ncar the west side of the mersh,
Incidental]y, it is felt that it is inconsistent with the :
prescervetion of natural condltlons to chect the point
to continuc indefinitely to supnly wood for ineinerator
&nd other fucl, and for other purposes, Othcr soureces
will be’ nccded . ) ‘ o : e

The East Beach

3

Thc cast bcach must bec looked upon as one of the
most unstable portions of the park, There are some large -
trees towards the south end, but these gradually thin out
and finally there is nothlng but & scrubby border to. the
marsh. The leke has brokcn through into the marsh many
times in the past and could casily do so0 egain, Nevcrthe-
less there is evidence that clumping of vegetatlon 1s 7
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beginning; and with 1t soil stability. "Kvery encouragement
should be given to these clumps, The vines and shrubs
should certainly not be cut, end it is to be expected that
human use will dovelop certain paths and parking grounds
more than other S _ . -

, The laSu oiece of the road, north of the place
where it laqt pbasses close %o Lake Pond ig oubjezt to
.wave action and had' sand washed over it thie spring. 1It%
is of doubtful vqluec'R

' One of the dlsadvantages of uncontrolled burning
of the marsh in 1942 was seen in the occéasionsl inroads
of fire into the scanty vegetation of the @ast beach
(photograph) "All this vegetation is neéeded to fix the
beach. . :

Sparsec as is the cover of the east beach, the
barest portlon at the north e¢nd was .chosen by the buck
of the party of three déer living in the park for his
~ abode during thc fewning scason, Undoubtedly he took

shelter in- unburnt portions of thc marsh, 1 never saw
-him. S -

West border of the marsh,'back of private property

The woods and willow clumps elong the west border
of the marsi are assumed to belong to the park rather than
to the farms that they border on the west, The border of
the marsh is very thick in some plades and well provided
with wild lifc, A5 a matter of fact the two doss of the,
band of deer cstablished within the park within the last
year chose this region for their 'fawning scason abode, and
I was ablec to jump' them one morning ncar the south end
of it, about 300 yards from the eross road. They crosscd
a fringe of tho Tilden property. )

* This area is crosgscd by scveral ditches and boat
channels }oading to private lands. |

Main block of private lands

" "West of the area .Just mentioned is a solid streteh
of private farm lands of consliderable extent, -Some.of them
in small fruits and vegetables, are quite productive, '
although the bulk, being in orchard, must be subjemt to-
the vicissitudes of the apple market at the present, One ;
stretch of nardwood bush, the Tilden bdush, {formerly part
of the Balrd estato) 1s of sufflciently high quallty that
ita preservation as a sample of the southern hardwood
forest is - degirable, It has been culled in the past and
gome material 1s still belng removed. It is neither as
large nor as impressive ac the Post woods, but is never-
theleas. of great interest. Necarby is a very good stand
of red cedars on some parallel sand or gravel ridges,
one of the most vigorous stends on the point, It might
algo he meationed that most of the Indian relicecs for
whigéh the point is famous afe found on.the private lands,
"These relicé would be much better housed in a local
-museum than dispersod and lost as is the case with many
at presento . -

Area cncloscd by main rodds.,

This is onmec area which_has suffored severely fronm
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trimming, pruning end brushihg. In consequence, windfalls
are severe and it is continually becoming more open,
It is considered thet brushing ang clearing has been
carried too far. 1In the centre of the northern part of,
“the area; the part most subject to windfell, the ground
ls uneven and there is no evidecnee of camping. This
portion might well be allowed %o revert to brush,
Throughout the Camp 6 and Camp 8§ areas, except whore
the whole ground space is nceded for tamps, yourgy cedar,
rine and. hardwood Bhould bhe allowed 40 ‘grow up without
limbing. However, since the area has suffered from
windfall camping should be concentrated in these camps
in comnonsation for certain others whcro it 1s undesir-
able, _ . ) ‘ )

West beach, £rom CroséfRoéd"%o fofké;'cohbs 6 and. 7

This section consists of a shore jungle broken
by a number of paths and roads to the’ beach with camp
arcas along the road, It is evidontly fairly well used
&nd so long as the prosent bushy arcas are not .disturbed
it might be considcred as in good condition except for
the incvitadble results of clecaring, namcly, windfalls
and more windfalls. The pincs are overmaturc, but here
a8 elsewhere the contlnual loss of cedars fille one with.
regret,

.

:Soﬁth eﬁd df.Ca@QASJ Camps 4 and 5.

mhls is a splendid dry site forest including the
only pine regeneration &nd. the best mature pine angd dry
site hardwoods in the park, This area, for e distence .
of one mile, especlally the widest bortion, has been
less dlsturbed by pruning and brushing than the lands
adjacent and it' is strongly recommended’ that it be
considered a natural areca, ' This would mean that 411 N
clearing end brushing and t ke Temoval of windfall shoulad .
¢cease. There is mueh driving around in this area so
that fencing may be needed, Some windfalls were notedL
Whether they had been deliberately left or overlookds
is not known, but it is. hoped. that it is the former.
The re are a. number of big old treés; many of them hollow,
that add a great deal to the value of the 'ares ang should
be left in. place when they fall as they will over the-
years, one by one, , o T .

T

Camps 1, 2 and 3 (north portion)

+

This comprises ‘tHe' rest of" "the park--a narrow, strip
alonb the west besach, ,Occuaation by campers is quite
heavy, end a good portion of the area 1s obviously destined
for their use., 4t the same time the distence between

“lake and marsh is so small that this strip needs to be
careful’y watehed for soill drifting, and the elumps .of

vegetation on shore should be cerefully preserved. Any

serious so0il drifting should be checked by allowing ground
cover around it to grow and perhaps also by planting some
cedars, The area ineludes the park workshops, Immédiately
north of the latter are some dunes, actually the highest
lands in the park, These should be left as far as possible
in their natural condition in order to fix. them, On some
of them the ground cover .is just beginning to break down -
because of some old cleaning. This was done in an irregular and
amateurish way, and may p0531bly not have been done under
dirsction, At any rate it is undesirable. These dunes are
too irregulet for camping and it is oonsidered that they
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should be 1eft completely undisturbed.

Summarz.

Ls & general reoommendation it ia here- suggested .
that' withzn the canp. grounds those areas as yet uncleared
should be maintained,. It is on the edges of such areas
that poison 1vy is woree.w The suggestion is..made that
when' windfalls’ in canps and along the roeds are being
cleared up, some of the brush, instead of being burned,
might be piled over the worse poison ivy beds on the edges
of the thickets. It is understood that windfalls are
only to be removed when on the cl'eared portion of camp
arcas and along roads, It is also recommended that sll :
areas threatened with eoil drifting should be planted snd
allowed to revert to thicked, If they are so much used
that this is impossible then they should de sodded--an
expensive procedure, bhut neoceeary.

. The weet beach camp. arcas are best adapted
to pxcnlcking. The euggeetion is here made that if the
main road werc paved -and surfaced parking spaccs were
- developed there would be less tondency for pienickers to.
drive all over the bush end 1t would bec casler to concentrate
them on lands destined and designated for their uwse, This
would be a means of protecting tho natural thickets.

COnditione 1n the park arc cvidently bettcr than
those observed by previnus invcstigatora. Undoubtedly
the rcduced volume of tourist traffiec has something to do
with this,. but the. carefully worked-out policies of the
Department arc equally respondible‘ It wlll be a8 matter
of great interest to wateh the working out of +this policy
in the future. ’ L , _

PhotograPMS"

!

1. Clearing, first etage. Trees are limbed and ground

o cove“ removed. L, : :

2, 'Clearing, eecdnd stage.' The- vegetational unit has Y
been destroyed and the. part left the trees, are

weakened end doomed, . , ‘ :

- _Glearing, third stage.:. Few down trees were lying
around the cleared areass at the time of this in-
vestigation, because clean=-up operations were advanced,
but this is typical of what happens, :

4, Down cedar in jungle Just south of Poet Houae' it
ehould be left, ‘

5, Encroachment of marsh fire on vegetatlon on the east
. beach. . .

8.  North-cast eorner of the Park,
7 Clumped vegetation developing on eaet beach.

8., Well developed Jungle on weat eide of park. - This
: - should be preeerved._ - SN S :
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9 Naturs. Seserve

Particular attention wes paid to the property
recently fenced as a neturs reserve, This was in
accordance with instruections received from the Controller,
FThe purpése for which this property, lying between the
eross voai and the Post house and the main road and the
east beach; was enclosed was %o protect one of the besgt
areas of natu al southern: hardwood and assoeciated
vegetation. in Canada from damasge by’ picnlckers and others,
and 1o restrict-disturbance to those actually interested
in seccing the pants and animals. _ S -

- The .area falls navurally into four sections:

-~

1, The 1zasced orchardA 

Lot

o

2. The black walnut'planlation' This was. found tc be in
gdﬁﬁﬁgaﬁaftlon; There was about 70 or 75 per cent ‘
survival. of-the secdllngs, wiaich.are now- well estab-
iished: . The dying-put was recstrictcd to eertain
patchecs  which would scem in-~conscquence to be less
suitable for the growth of this species. I would not
recommend filling the gaps immcdiately, The cleering
of the sitc was good and there is .no turf in it now,
This has the desireble effecet of rémoving the danger

of micc during oritical carly ycars. It will be
desirable o clcar out somc sumach thig year and
perhaps for a fow more ycars, but at prescnt

zultivation- hardly scems nececssary, One possible
menace is.thc cottontéil rabbit, prcsent in large
numbers. However, there is a goed supply of predatory
mammals and birds on thce arca and they should go &
Lend wey jowards.kéeping the rabbits permanently bew-.
low the danger point,- T o ' S

3, The ‘mature wdods- "This’ block is iz splendid condition
ané is rapidly assuming the appearance of an untouched
primeval forest, However, the ground clearlngs at the.
014 Camp. 10 -grounds have not yet been renewed by
natural tegeneratlon. There are 'a score of la rge . .-
‘trees and some. of intermediate and smaller sizes thet

. have fallen since the removal of such material was ST
stopped, - In time they will give the area the large .

"rotten logs on, the ground, now consaicuoucly missing,
At first sight it is a matter of interest to sece that:
these windfalls have had the effect of concealing
some of tHe stumps and clearings ocaused by the removal
of trees-in past years, On second:éonsiderstion,
however, it is evident that the windfalls asre due in

part to the gaps in the cover caused by these opersticdns.

and mould "have been much less numcrous without them, .
They are mos% aumerous in the- narrowest _hence most
exposed, end of ‘the woods, It is felt, therefore
that  the rcomoval of trees from the nature hardwood
bush should be considcred a most s: ious matter.

The chlef purpose for which the trees were re-
moved was t0 make becach-=protcection -groynes on the east
beach,; and somecthing of the sort is clearly necessary,
It is diffitult to.asscss the truc value of thc groynes
now, boccausoc-wetcr lcvels arce- falling, bqt they wers
evidently effective during a part of the most recent
high-water pericd, In this connection I would .like .
to refer to the cement and rock groynes on Pelee
I=sland described in the Fortymfifth Annual erort
of ‘the Ontario Bureau of Mines., "It is suggegted that
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“he buildlng of groynes of this type would be a

suisable post-war rehabilitation project There isas

8411l one gerious eroaicn spot at the present stage
wof. warer and there the groynea are- not holding.

. *"here .was. plenty of evidence tha+ the few deer
- on the Point ‘had discovered ‘these woode end this
serves to emphasize the fact that these animals
nsed careful watching, A very few deer will satiefy
thc necds of Pomnt Pelee.

£

4.~’Seconda“y woods, moetly along the west fence: .These .
woods. and brushy- ‘arcas are in exocllent condition ang very
Zavourablce for somé of the most truly southern
animals and-plants in the - Pelee fauna and flora,
- Bome-clearing - oncrationa of ‘times past are graduelly
belng craecu by natural growth.

-

:ln cenacctlon with this reserve I rccommcnd°

1. Completicn of the fence. A gate can be left for
Mry Langell In. this connection I would suggest
that a number of the cedar posits resulting from
windfalls on roadsides and camps might well be
rese“ved +"o*‘ use by the park as requlred.

2, Open'nb a register book for those using it each
one being told that 1t is ‘not for picnics.

Marah Managemenu, with particular reference to the Preeent
Scarcity of” Muskraus. o : :

P

W ell over half my tkme- in the - park was spent in o
and darocund tne marah.' The 'park punt wag: kept on the east
35d3 of dhe big pondt for the purpose of carrying out
this work, -0z the afternoon of ‘April 30 I was guided
around the marsh by a loceal fiaherman, Mr. Charles Tverne,
Mr. Tvernefs co-~opcration . was very ‘helpful,  Hé takes &n
intelligent intercst-in the marsh and in obtaining factual
informetlon.uegarding conditions there. Interesting
information was also omtaincd ‘from the provincial game
wardcn, MrL'Frank Opor and frcm eeveral park residents.

Thc.recent hietory of the muskrat is’ that 14 ‘
1942 the Superihtendent recommended thet as had bcen done
in the past, permitz be 1ssuéd to ‘bona fide residents of
Point Pelee''tc trap muskratsg’ during the provincial open
season under zertain restrictions, The number of muskrats
10 be taken waw set at 3,000, Actually only 166 muskrats
were taken, and the’ Superiatendent quoted treppers as
blaming this shortage on the depredations of mink '

Th’a constitutes a rather uneat1sfactory 1ntroduction
to a discussidn of the Point Pelee Marsh on which our files
contain much information; With this information and with
materiasl from- other sourcea I wisgh to incorporate mny own
findings. ‘

Polnt Pelee is. chiefly famous for migratory
wild life, and dt the time it Became a park regident
forms were at a ‘10w ebb, "It seems to have had a hunting
ropulation which: kept wild life reduced to’ a much lower
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level than was. true of lese ravoured apots 1n Essex COunty
et large. In spite of the amount of wild land-at the-
Point the wild turkoy, for example, . became extinct there
twenty ycars before it had vanishecd from some other parts
of Essex County, At that time there was much wild land
in the.county at large, but agricul tural development hes
been 8o great in the Lake Eric ‘rcglon that Foint Pelee is
the only wild erco left in Essex county, and by far the
best sample of the Southern Hardwood-foreat formetion:
-left in:Caneda. Thls type of ‘forcst was found in Cenade
only -along the shores ‘of Lake .Erie and is agssociated with
eclimatie conditions permitting. the occurrensce of this. .
region only of" gcertain non-forest-dWelling wild life
forms. When the park vas esteblished resident geme and
fur species included only cottontail muskrat.and quail, --
Fox, mink, and raccoon were rearc or gons,  Raccoon goon -
became rerestablished but fox and mink did not enter into.
the wildlife pioturo‘during the first twenty years of’
park history, The general wlld life conditions will'de
dealt with clsewhcerce, butl fox, mink and.raccoon have °
bcen mentioned 4in ., oonnoction uith tho presont ahortago
of muskrats. .

L

The Point Polco marsh covers a 1argo portion of’
the perk, Its arca is about 3,000 acres, of which only
about half is musgkrat rangc, - Bofore the park was
cstablished 1t had been used:by local residents as'a
muskrat trapping ground,. and by rcsidents snd visitors
for duck shooting. Both of these practices. are ine . ! .
conpatible with the: principlcs ‘of a national- park, but .
have becn.permitted at Point Pclee., Duek ‘shooting was -
specifically permitted when the park was established,

Muskrat trapping vwas alloved when requested during the ~ '
second season, after the park vas established, after-a - . .
year's agitation on the part of docal residents. 1% was
represented that the’ myskrats vere. .damaging  the- dyke at -
the north edge of ‘the park, that.Point Pelee had en joyed -
the privilege of trapping muskrats oontinually 4n the
past, and also that there was ‘an abundant supply of -
muskrats. Trapping was restrieted to bona ride -residents . -

. of the point end & limit of 3 000 muskrats was 9et, .the’ '
Department recciving 25% of the proceeds, These conditions

. are subetantially the same as those enforced on all sub-
sequent oceasions when trapping ves permitted,. It should. -
be noted that the justification for trapping under the
Parks Aot i3 based on the asaumption that the muskrats are
-deatructive., . o .

During the 1920 trapping scason only 1090 muskrats
were taken instcad of 3,000 antiecipatdd, . The then- g
Superintendent, F.H, Gonover, maintained that the muskrat
population on the roint depcnded on the water legel

with, the depth of freezing ms a.contributing factor,:

He stated that when weter levels. dropped many muskrats

weaere confined 40 their houses .by freezing of the exit
passages in the muek,. They either perished there or-

got out on top of the iee and vandered helplessly over

the countryside, During 1921,1922 and 1923 he réported

low water and unfavourable oonditions for muskrats and

no trapping was allowed, In 1924 the residents.of the
point, resenting their exclusion rrom trapping circulatdd
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a petition stating thet muskrats were sbundant and trapping
should be allowed, A report by a Departmental Officer, 7J,.
N,. 8tinson,. fully.ponfirmed:ithe Saperihtendent?s state- '
ments, but. trapping:was-allowed nohé the-less, "4 2,000 1imit
wae. set, and when-only36895rat55Were.tékéh’thé”Spperiné:' _
tendent had every .reason to.¢onsider his- judgment confirmed.
Against his:better judgment the Deparimént agein peraitted’
trapping in 1926, The'.limit was ‘set.atil,000, but only
340 werc taken. . As.the Supcrintendent séid, conditions
were no%.good.for rats.: During. thdsc years of 'low water
there are several .reférences 46 hidds 'of muskrats found
dead on.the uplande..in winter being salvaged. ‘The excdus !
of rats .from the mersh.-is :familis¥ to every'resident of
Point Pelees @ . oo a7 b ool Lot
AT RIS B I A S SR o
. In, 18927, ‘after & yedrts ‘regpite, trapping was :
allowed again, and.thérc was: en ‘fmprovemcnt.in the numbers -
of muskrats. as well .as in conditicns in the mgrsh, A * -
1,000 1imit was set and 826 were taken, In 1928 the S
limit catch was finally atteined. In'1929 there vere
625 rats;sold and in 1930 the: 1,000 1imit was exceéded by
200 In 1931 the limit was ' off, and 2,067 rat’s were taken,’
In 1932. the limit was. sct at' 4,000 &na there actually was .
a2 cateh of 2,890, Then water.conditions deterioratcd,  In’
1933 the Superintendent of the time realized that all
was not well as it.hdad-becn and.lowcred the'limit to
2,500, ‘but the trappers-gotionly. 578, e
CenL o Ttewo et e e
.. TFrom this geason -on.until 1936 the -record bespéaks -
only low.water and baad years.;iThe'phrasc‘?pdqu‘dryﬂ ) .
occurs, Apparsntly.in-this tine alse :there dgdin oceurred |
emigrations of muskrats -from the marsh, - In 1938 the v
Superintendent.notcd s gme .improvement tn the muskrat
population’ and in the: following. yéhw the resfdents ‘again .
petitigned;fop-trapping:privileg6sﬁ'I@hdt-%ho*muskrats- '
had incresascd wgs cvident.when 3,137 ‘ticre ‘teken on a v,
limit of 3,000, In 1940° the Iimit was ‘sct ut &,000 ond
3,200 were taken., - In; 1941 the  goal’ was‘agein 6,000 sand
only 1,312 were. taken, -In. the: preeent’ vear a 3,000 limit
was set and -after: 166:-rats were takenidl booame evident . -|
that there.vwes: e grect. shortage ond trappihg-waé?stopped{'].
The 1940 figurc.of 34200 waes tvidelitly ‘2 meximum cctéh S
in a good year and .protably méans o poépulation of about:
five rats Yo the-acrg of good rdat Yemds = - . - .t
: . R nt

]

. .-.-It 18 a} once.evident thét!sodething similer to |
what has happened.novu hos happencd ‘trice béfore  in the
history.of. the.perk, -roughlyitn 1920-ana 1935 "It is algo’
evident that trapping 1s _only. a secondary factor in the '~
control of ret numbers in the mersh, The cesscation of
trapping has .never. brought a great and -immediate Increase
nor. has the;restricted:trapﬁiwg=ofi16w'pdﬁulﬁtiops'prqvgqtéﬂu

their increase. I% seems unlikely thet mink would Have- | -
eny more effect. . As we have dlrecdy seeh, 'there were no
mink in the mersh until recewt yeers, ond they could thus
have hcd no part in .the previous shorteges of muskrets,
It 18 interesting.to note thet there has‘ﬁbvef*peehjany"
suggeation of disease, &lthough the rceords 'bhow that
when nuskrats cre-very- abundent they ere heavily infested
with ectopearasites, ' .. - S e
: i , R B O o .

‘The writer madc.cn:éxetidnation: of every-section

of thpﬁmgrghjin Apr;lgMaywclg42;dhﬁt?this'timeiﬁéthing'

~
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like . a house census could ‘be attempted ‘but it was . evident
that there wes not a .large enough number df 1941-built
hoses to begin ‘to Justify the limit- of 3,000 sét for the
‘1942 geason, Muskrats weresnot abundant in the. fall of
194k they must heve been comparatively scaree, They .

were more abundant in the fall of 194Q, houses of this
.date being ruch more common.: In- April-May, 1942, water

had recently risen and was a foot above the 1evel at whioh
“the: 1041 houses were built, The nest.‘chambers were thus -
mostly submerged, and it is thus ‘not qurprising that there:
were. practically no signs of muskrats occupying houses. -
Only about thrce of the houses seen could possibly have
bcan occupied. There were some signs of muskrats at

large ‘in the. marsh but they were scarce and, only one
muskrat. was actually seen, - Suppoaedly occupied houses -
were. not opened because of.the scareity of muskrats, °

Mos%t of the old houses contained, nothing. Mr. Charles
Tverne, who had given the" Superlntendent information

aboiit mink depredations, ‘wag actually able to dig the’
remains of & .mink-killed muakrat out of an-old house, e
He stated that he had seen many places 1n mid-winter ' '
where mink ‘hagd killed muskrata. L N

. There was much old sign ‘of mink but Very little- -
fresh, Fresh sign of mink was: goen at-only one’ place in '
the marsh, and there also remains of a freshly devoured
Florida gallinule -were found, ' .Fresh” tracks of “mink were T
seen on the Marantette- prbnerty beyond the northeeast:
corner of the park, It was evident that mink were
Comparatively wncommon in the marsh, but -that they had
been common recentlyq' Winter sign. showcd plainly -that:
they had been feeding on muskrat in winter, TFoxes Wwere
not common in the park, raecons were abundant and- wcasels
and skunks cvidently hot ‘uncommon, - 4 number-of dead '
turtles were scen in the marsh, cvidently left from the .
winter, "and & fairly fresh dead ‘coot was found, 4 sick’’
(unwounded) black duck wak seen 'in the marsh, and on the -
end of the point a sick loon.was sech, Therégwasgnothing'
cxtraordinary in thesc obsecrvatlons; oxccpt that the
dcad turtlcs suggested gbnormel” conditions under the ‘iece
during the winter, ' There werc-still many turiles left:
‘An the marsh. o LT T o LT e e e T

it

, -I'was -informed: that the only. othcr muskrat marshes
in south Esscx, Cedar Crcek and Big Crceck, had had - - :
practically no rats this spring;’ radloy's ‘marsh oni Lake
St. Clair had a large number but water levels in this - . °
malXsh arc maintained by pumping, not possible at Pclce,
and thc muskrats-are fed, The fact that the rat -
shortage was not confincd-to Polnt Pclce at once’ suggests
that it hed nothing to do-with the' park-endithat thare~

© fore it constitutcs no rcason for changing any park

; policy.- ) S . . .

' Thc history of thc muskr;t ponulation is roughly
as follows ', . . } .

1919-20 decroasing, but not scarce.

1921"25 10“ [ ] [
.1926-32- inecreasing or high
1932=36 {?) -deercasing or low.ﬁ“

1957(9)-40 inercasing or high.
194142 dcercasing and low,
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- The fagtors at work insofar as ghey'are’ known may
be aeseeeed as followe' . s oo Lo

"1

" Water Level

Through the kindness of the Chief of the Hydrd-
graphic Service of this Department ¢omplete information
on. the water level of Lake Erie, on which the marsh depends,
has been’ obtained. There 15. evidently sometimes a lag in
the seepage, ‘o thet the.marsh, is higher or lower than the
"lake, ‘This factor is ond. that might be investigated with
a view to- eeeing whether or not the outlet 8hould be..
reopened from time to time, as is often’ suggested but
it 18 not%t = oondition for which any alIOWance can be mede
in this .study.” '

It should be explained that:the sand barrier
between the lake and the marsh known ag the -east beach,
consists .of a ‘layer of sand over old marsh nuck, whieh
might causc a slower seepago than pure sand, There 1s a
continual drift of sand into the fringe of the marsh,
caused by wind action, and in many places this wind- borne
sand Mas killed the marsh vegetation on the cast side. This
gradually builds up, while on the outsidoe the leke wears
1+ away., "The lakc now rolle over arcas which were onde
marsh just as farther down’ thc point 1t rolls ovcr the
former site of a thriving orchard.

We are “thus ‘foreod by 1eck of data to0 noglcot the
lag bectween lakc and marsh Xk vel due to- the 1mpermcability
of the beach, ‘but on thc whele 1% ean nerdly be very.
important, Bxaminetion of the deta ‘for the lake shows that
every ycar thc laeké 'is highcst in the open Part of the
ycar and lowest in ‘winter, It is aprarcnt that for the_
muskrats "the crucial .Jevel ig the ‘lowést reached during
the timc when the marsh is frozen,

T f°ll°Wing COmParison results-“ ?’1' .

Loweet monthly mean’ Change in level

Year f‘ of closed Ddart of year during “yedr Muskratas
1918=-19 . 571,87 - . . up _

1919-20 - 570,51 L down . - decreasing
192021 .. 571,59 . . slight up = low
1021-22 570,99 . . ¢ . - slight down = 1ltw
1922-23 . ... 570,82 . " down . - .~ low
1923-24 ~ 77 570,87 K slieht‘np‘ .. low
1924-85 - . 570,28 " down_ : low.
1925-26 -, 569,75 . slight up low -
1026-2"7 570,76 up e increasing?
1927-28 571,37 up inereasing
1928-89 571.88 " up . inereasing
1929-30 572,84 high level : -increasing
1930-31 ‘570,63 down ' high
1931-32 570,86 . slight up high
19328-33 570.67 down . : - decreasing
1933-34 569,40 .- down§ . - deeresasling
1934-35 569,39 - slight up . low
1935=36 569,41 . . .8light up - . low
1936-37 _ . 570.12 up | - . low?
1937-38 570,83 . high level . ~ . . inecreasing
1938-39 570,92 high level increeasing
1938-40 570,31 slight down hizh
1940-41 .5%71.00 down decreasing
194142 570.48 prodably down low
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- __{Pahrcnhcit) S T T
- : . Trénd in. . . : -
-Dee,  Jen, . Feb. Watcr lcvel - Muskrets
- 1918-19 34.9 '30.0 28,2 - . up s ~ .-
-1919-20 2l.8 " 16.4 22,0 down decrcesing
-1:920~21 32,0 . 29,2 29,1 slight 'up. ~ . low-. : -
192122 " 30,6 23,9 -. 28,3  .slight.down low . -
1922-.23. z28.1 "R5.4 - 2035 - down - L lowy -~ - -
1923-24 37,6 21,5 . 24,8 ‘slight up low
192425 24,5 21,6 30,2 down . - . low
1925-26 26,7 24,2 . 25,8 ' -glight up- . low. e
1926-27 26,5 24,0 . . 31,8 -up - ‘inercasing?
1927-28 30.1 25,5 27,3 up .inercasing
1928-29 3340 21.1 28,1  wp

increasing'_
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- ' Trend in

Dece. Jan, Feb,  Water level = Muskrats
192930 S 27.1 . 23,0 32,5 ~high lcvcl . incrcasing
1930-31 . 28,7 27,6 | 32,28  down high.
1931-32 36,9  36.4 - B34,1'- alight up high
1952-33 . 30.0 .. 34,5 . 28,8 - ~down : dcereasing
1933-34. - 28,3 : 29,3 " 15,4 *down © deercasing
1954-35 27,02 24,7 -26.6 -- 8light up low
1955%35 - R25.8- . 22,3 15,9 - s8lizht up low
1936-37 31,4 29,3 28,3 up ool low?
1937-38 . 25,0. 23,8 30,4 high leve -increasi ng
.1938-39 ©.28,9. .28,1 - 26,3 - high level inereasing
1939-40 © 88,1  .17.8 : 25,3 - ‘Blight down = high.
1940-4] 10,9 not svailable down K decreasing
1943142 not available : probably down, ‘low

Burninglj,_\

The question of mersh burning is discussed below.,
On the basis of the. small amount of ‘evidence available one
hesitates to make & positive ‘statement but burning seems to
have had mo effeet on muskrats, Where, as' in the cage of
the Sanctuary Pond, a fire actually makes a new pond where
formorly a marshy meadow stood, it is obviously helving
the muskrats, but it would.not thus.contrcl .thefr fluctuations,

Disease

There 18 no evidence of disease, This spring thers
was ¢videnee thet many turtles had df4éd.4n the marsh in
winter, but the.causc of this is assumecd to be low watcr
pose=ibly combined with deeper than average freezing,

When:ﬁuskfats cmigratc from the marsh as they, .. . -
often have done they die of starvatlon or are killed by i ;=
predators, - : e ' . e e

Prodators .

Many predatory animals takc muskrats from timc %o
time, but the depredations of most arc not important.
Thé muskrats are not ordinerily active by day, Owls and - .-
raccoons undoubtedly make forays into thc marsh.at.night, i ..
Therc are onc or two pairs of great horned ‘owls ‘on tho .-
point but theilr forays over thc marsh must be rarc, On
the othcr hand thoir valuc in controlling rabbits is grcat,
Raccoons make extensive forays intp the mgrsh, -visiting .
all parts.of it,. Some may.cven spénd much of their time
in it., However, there is little cvidenecc of depredations
on muskrats. Snapping turtles are not uncommon and may
kill a fct muskrats., On-thc dyke I gqy:e domestic -duck
c¢scape from thcfg;aép of a mcdium-sizez‘anappérc'hnd on
the strcngth of this obscrvation would ¢onsider thet e
wild duck or a muskrat eould have cecaped ‘even more
casily, The largest old mossbecks could cateh ducks .
or muskrats, but there is every reason for believing that. = -
the more sluggidh fishes and amphibia are mueh .more
often'takqn, and they are much more readily .available,

The only predatory animal -that is seriously .
considered In connection with the decline of the muskrat
population is the mink,- Mink are very fond of mpskrat
flesh and presumably hunt and ki1ll them .regularly,

]
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Studies .of the food habits of mink have shown that in
summer they feed very ‘little on warm- blooded animals, but
In winter these become their-chief source of . Tfood, - Mlce
are most 1mportant but muskrats and rabbits also have a
place. N i,. :

. ' 14 has alréady been p01nted out that minhk reappeared
in the park in® recent years, and that the two previous
muskrat decreases, much as- they resembled the .present one,
could not be ascribed to mink.® As g -matter of fact, mink
are prcsont in most of. the muskrat marshes in Canada and
the Unitead States; and theré.is no evidecnee that they have’
8 controlling influcnece on the number of muskrats anywhare.
Studies heve shown that undcr normal conditions the numbor
of muskrats taken by mink isg proportlonal to the available
supply of muskrats, and when the lattar arc¢ scarce the .
mink kill very few. Tt is, howevcr possible to have
abnormzl conditions under which even a low population of
muskrats will be areyed on by mink, A, paper "Recactions of
muskrat populstions to drought" by Paul L, Errington
(Ecology, Vol.20, 1939, P,P.168-186) reports such a
conditions - e C ' ’

Low water Jevels-left a muskrat population so
exposed that losses from mink were heavy, Errington
points out, however, that most of .these muskrats were'
doomed anyway. It 1a considered that this was the case
at Point Pelee 'in the wintey of -1941-42," The muohrats .
with their normal. . foragins house~exits closed by 1ow water’
and frost were unsble to escape when thé mink attacked them,,
Had there been no mink they would have ended up wandering -
over the park uplands, as they had done so often in the
past, There is ccrtainly no grounds for belief that mink
are a conurolling factor on muskrats at Point Pelec when
they are not clsevwhere, -

4t present time mink arc not abundaht in the marsh.,’
In 1941 there were 24 taken in muskrat traps during the
muskrat scason. :In 1942 there wérc 2 mink so taken, In
both years. there has been a large cateh of mink just out-
side "the park, on-.the dykc and in the drainagec dltChuS by
, *e”y efficionu'mothoda. Mr. Chas,: Tvernc, who spent half
a day with me in.the marsh, is the princi pal mink hunter.~
" It is probable that most of the park mink often wander
Outside and the fact that mink are not common in the park
now is due. to the number caught outside, Sincé mink wander
widely, and since opportunitiesto capture ‘them are afforded
by their wanderlngs outside the’ park and since local--
trapners heve acquired a -high degree of skill in mink
hunting under loc al conditiorns within the few years sineé .
mink have put in an-appcedrance it is not considered
necessar; to make further trapping - concesslons by allowing
trapping for, mink dn the park S

Iy

Summary
Wlth rcgard to: muskrat shortagea at Point Pelce -the
. : following facts are evidert-

1. The Point Peleo Marsh, 1nciuding ponds, has ah‘area'of'
gome 3,000 acres,: Its water level fluctustes with Lake
Erie, o .. - '

4

2. Of this area open ponds and wet meadows, extremcs
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‘unfavourabxe to muskrate. reduce the setual first class
muskrat- range to about 1,000 scres. On this renge it is
doubtful 1f “‘the populetion has ever greatly exceeded

. 5,000, 'In 1940, a record yedr, the actual catch fell

' far sheort ‘of the 6,000 limit, It is evident that the
rats had even then started to decrease, and that 1939, ..
when there 'was a 3,000 limit, was really the record -
year; but granting this, the muskrat populstion must
be lower than the estimates usually made, ‘

e Really high populations oceur only when the water level
‘ig” hlgh. o ~

4, 'Dccrcases in the muskrat population come gbhout through
lowering of water levels often combined with regfrietions
of their winter foraging ability by freezing of under-
water pasgages.

5. Such events awre characterized by winter wanderings of
muskrats above the ice, In recent years they have been
characterized by incrcesed depredations of mink, These
depredations are no% the basic cause of muskrat scarcity,.

Recommendation

"It .is recommended that the marsh be closed to
‘trapping fér two years, if not longer. In the measntime an
annueal winter house census should be made, based on parallel
compass - lines, The dlstribution of marsh vegetation should
be mapped at the ‘samie time.

General Consd*eratlons

Apart from the question of muskrat scarcity
there are a number of queetions of marsh management which.

ouEht to be consfdered.

-Burning the’ marah

A great” many peoplie believe that the mersh should.
be dburned over annually., In- 1925 and in 1934 it was actually
burned delibérately after recommendation and approval. :
"Unofficial”™ fires have taken place in 1919, 1920, 1922, 1925,
1928, 1935, 1936, 1941 and 1943, At present well over half
the area is burnt by fires consuming only last year's dead
stalks. It is necessary to consider the effect of burning. on
certain plant communities as opposed to the obvious removal
of ¥egetaition which would otherwise choke the marsh., The
most potent ‘argument in favcur of burning is the present
sanctuary pond, Tt was a dry meadow wheén it caught fire.-in
Auvgust, 1936, and burned to mindral soil. When the water -
level rese next yeer it became a pond and was immediately
the best concentration, point for rare birds in the whole
marsh, It was, however, a very special sort of fire. Only
a thorough study of the marsh”protractcd over secveral years’
could give information adequate cnough for a recommendation,
It is likely that the final verdict would favour leaving - .
some areas unburnt while burning others, but the type of .
information now available docs not allow any concluskon,
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Outlet and Zewt Beach a

The fact that there is a reputed lag. between the
water level of the marsh and +that of the lake has been
. mentioned, as well as the fact.thet suggestions are often.
made that the outlet be reopened, This mey or may not be
desirable, There is no information available on which to
base an opinion in view of the great number of factors that
need consideration, - 3 '

- . The slow encroachment of the cast beach on the
marshi has also been desceribed, In my opinion = densc willow
Jungle should be esteblished along the inner margin of the
east bcach to protect the marsh,

Duek Shooting

When Point PeiZe National Pa»k was first established,
the gquestion .of whether or not dueck -shooting should be L
continued - was considered in the light of conditiorns obtaining
at the time, and the matter was left open by arrangements being
made for duck shooting on certain days in the open season, a
policy carefully observed since., The question invalves more than
the management of Point Pelee National Park, however, for this
is one of the most important breeding and resting grounds for
waterfowl in eastern Canada. In recent vears the population of
ducks on the continent has diminished,as compared with that of
the early years of the park, and this together with the importance
of the Polnt as & stopping place, especially for some of the
depleted species, lead to the conclusion that shooting should be
curtailed, The concession in favour of duck shooting is unigue
in our park system,

a

Duck Blinds-

At present there are in the marsh a large number
of ggmli-permanent siructures such as the one illustrated, made
of wattles on a wood frame, with canvas and even,sheet metal
used in some instances., Many of them have a wooden floor,
These structures are not particularly sightly, end it is my
understanding that in the early days of the park they were not
allowed, Many of them could quitc fairly “be deseribed as
buildings, Their removsl would improve the appearance of the
.marsh, © : :

,Sanetuarz

In August, 1936, a fire at the aorth west corner of
the marsh burned out vegetable detritus down to the mineral soil,
The -area had previously been a sort of wet weedy mecadow, but in

1937, with improved water levels it became a pond, It is not
connected with the main pond systen,

From the first It became ithe choscn haunt of egrets,
gnowy herons and othdr rare birds, including a scarlet ibis, a
species not P reviously known in Cenada, In order to protect this
pond from intrusion, duck~hunting privileges were¢ withdrawn from
it.



Photog;aphs'

l,. Unburnt marsh, note limited visibility,.
2, Burﬁt'marsh. Note vigibility, | |

Oy Unburnt egtrip in maréh.

4, Burnt mersh, willows probably killed.

9. East beach, wind and waves; tracks of Eurepean hare on
sand. :

6. Sick black duck,

7+ S8ick black duck, skulking,
8., ©Sick black duck, captured by kr, Tverne,
9. Mallard duck nest in sanctuary,

L

10, Mink hole in an old rat housej the festher i= part of
fresh remains of a gallinule, '

1. Duck bHling,

Birds and Mannsals,

The purpose of this section is to summariz:
general observations on birds and mammals made April 29-May
2, et Point Pelee National Park, especially in regard to
their relation to the value of the area as a park.

Birds- Speeies observéd numbered 132, of whieh
24 were seen on May 8 alone. The migration had not Jet
reached its helght, Special notes are as follows:t=

Blag¢k~crowned Night Heron- This species nests on

Pelee Islend., It is thought likely that 1t is beginning to
nest on the Point, although no proof is at hand,

Mallard- A number are nesting in the marsh,
particularly in the Sanctuary, where two nests, both of
9 eggs, were shown to me by Mr, Tverne,

, Black Duck- Evidently nesting in numbers, but
no n¢sts were found. '

Gadwall~ One pair at lcast was present continuousliy,
obviocusly not nesting,

Baldpate~ Prcsent in numbers, apparcntly not
nesting,

Blue-wingcd Teal- Zvidently nesting in falr numders,
but no nests were found., )

Shoveller- Seen only on April 29,

Weood Duck- Scen only-April 29,



Ring-neckoo Due k- Seen'only April. 29,
Canvas back- Secn only May:1l,-

Greater ocaup Duck~ Prcsent continuously, but
. not nesting, : _ A

Lessér Scaup Duck- Prescnt up to May 2

[

o *

A 2 3
Buffle-head~ Sccn only May 1. '

Ruddy Duck= Proennt up'to'May.S,

Recd-~breastecd Morganscr- Flocks of hundrcds
pPresent continuously.” o - S

Turkey Vulture~ As many as four scen at once,

".Bald Bagle- Two immatures scen at ornce on various
days- . ' '

Bob~whitew Reported but not seen. by me. The

point is obviocusly much less sufited for this speclés than it
used to be. The cultivatioh of truck crops makeo for absence
of cover in the fields 2n crucial weeks, and the development
of camp grounds has removed the ground cover from the interiér
of the park, nearest the Tields, where the bob-white need 1ta
They Tind some shelter in the grape vines along the shore;
where I can receall seeing them on & previous vlsit but thie .
is not near enough o - the fields. : . S

o Ring-necked Pheasant- Very abundant In view of
the fact that the point 1is not a hunting area the rheasant is
as abundant as need be, and it is obvious that natural enemiee
have not killod any significant number, -

Willet- Two on the east Heach,.May-?;
'CaspianaTerha Observed Maysl
Carolina Wren- Prosent in the Nature Reserve.;
Hoodod Warbler- Observed May 5.
"Blue-gray Gnatoetcher~ Abundant in migration..
_ Leconte's Soarrow— Observed May 3 -
Mammele.:' | o
Prairie Nole- Runways in =1l the dry portions of
the point, in woods and fields, and in bare sand patches,
often running down to the lake, This species has been

regorded at Xingsville and Harrow, but is common in Cane&a
only at Point Pelee, « : ,

‘., Red Fox- A few tracks were seen and foxes are )
evidently not rare,: The residents know only ‘0f red foxes and
the gray fox evidently does not occur,

Raccoon~ Abundant, One was seen,
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Skunk~ Not gheummon. - Tracks were ééeﬁ'fegularly
on the shores, . : - - .

Mink- Reported élsewhere. Abundant within the year,-
but now peduced in:humbers, o

New York Weesel- Two seen, BEvidently not uncommon,
Woodehuek- Not uncommon,’
Muskrat- Reported elsewhe:e.

‘Meaddw-mouse- Common at time of visit, A large
number-of, these animals must have been destroyed by marsh
fires, |, - "

‘Baird's Mouse- Common, One was oaught in the .
Langell Orchard, '

Meadow Iumping~Mouse- One wes seen along the
border of the marsh,

Furopean Hare~ One was scen near the endvof the

point, and tracks were abundant on both beaches,
. .Cottontail Rabdit- Abundant.

, White-tailed Deer~ The Superintendeéent told me when
I arrived that during ‘the winter he had seen a deer track
on the point.and that two deer -had been seen outside the
park about the same time. I later learned tHat deer had
recertly been scen inside the patk,

»

Fleld work ehowed signs of deer all around the

" _marsh and in various other parts of the park and private

lands. 4 rainstorm showed thet thcrc was at the tine of

my visit a buck living .on thc ecast ‘beach and two does on the-
southwest border of the marsh, This was ovidently = fawning-
scason scgregation, The two docs were scen by me on May 8,

.Thesc animals certainly onoe lived in the park
area, but their return is mot a causc for unmixed rejoicing,
4t Rondcau Provincial Park the hardwood forcat regeneration
was wipcd out for years by deer and .thecy could do it just as
casily at Point Pelee, Thetr intréasc should be closcly
watched and cheecked at the lecast sign of damage.

Incigdentally, I was told thet there was & coyote~
like enimal seen et the point within the year, and while I was
there, there was a track om the nature rTeserve of an animal
Which could have been a coyote, but might just as easily have
been a dog. - Dog tracks are often seen, and some of them had
obviously been wandering at night ‘and hunting. Dogs .
encountered in the woods were very friendly and seemed to
sense that I was interested in wild 1life. The Superintendent
complaine of the difficulty of enforcing the regulations
Which prohibit ‘dogs - running et large in the park, but permit
it on private lands, ST S L S

Recommendations,

1. It is recommended that a careful watch be kept
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on deer. On May 9; they numbered three, At present they
probadbly hHave had =a fawn increase, and may even number seven
head, - - “» ,

2, It is rccommended that two species formerly
present .In the park be re-introduced, namely the wild
turkey and the ruffed grouse., Both were once abundant but
werc shot out, Conditions now are considecred quite
favourable for the wild turkey, espccially if .2 natural
area is left in the pine-oak forest. The fenccd nature
area would give them the undisturbed mid-day and night
roost that they recguire and thcecre are plenty of feeding
grounds which they. could visit undisturved in the carly
hours of the morning, All in all, the¢ point is considered
as fevourablc for wild turkeys now as it was in the days
of their abundance, At any rate, it would be well worth
while +trying them., The advice of the U,S8. Fish and Wild-
life Service might be sought regarding stocek,

Ruffed grouse would probably also be successful,
although it must be admitted that the best area 1s not in
the park, Rather, it is the Tilden bush, where a thriving
young cedar forest exists close to a hardwood bush, The-
edge of the mature hardwood@ Torest in the pnresent nature
reszerve would be suitable as would also be 'the section

-nearest the main rond

“Ruffed grouse for P01nt Pelee ghould be obtained
as near .ag possible to the park, because the grouse of this
region were certainly of the highly coloured southern type,
ard not the Cansds ruffed grouse, 'The nearcst centre of
abundance known to me is Norfolk County, but they may
be found closer to Ppint Pelec than ‘that. They should be
taken under permit from the Ontario Government by sone
competent person under the control of this Dcpartment,

If coniferous trces were established In the
Lengell Orchard the success of ruffe@ grouse would be
beyond doubt.
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