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B i o l o g i c a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n of P o i n t Pelee N a t i o n a l 
Park 194S 

by C.H.D. Clarke '̂ i . . ; rp '( CTO 

Intror.uoticn 

P R E L I M I N A R Y D A T A 
N O T F O R P U B L I C A T I O N 

Under i n a t r u c t i o n s from the N a t i o n a l Parks Bureau, 
the p e r i o d A p r i l £9th to May 9th, 194S, was spent at P o i n t 
Pelee N a t i o n a l Park i n v e s t i g a t i n g the c u r r e n t shortage of 
muskrats and other matters. Thanks are due to the Super­
intendent, R.J, Grant, f o r h i s f u l l c o - o p e r a t i o n and 
v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e . 

P o i n t Pelee became a park because of i t s importance 
as a nature r e s e r v e , The s t e p s l e a d i n g up to i t e c r e a t i o n 
were: 

1, I n v e s t i g a t i o n by n a t u r a l i s t s from 1879 on. 
T h e i r Viork showed that the p o i n t was a remarkable b i r d 
m i g r a t i o n centre and a l s o t h a t , being the most southern 
mainland i n Canada, i t c o n t a i n e d a remarkable number of 
p l a n t s and animals c o n f i n e d to the Lake E r i e r e g i o n and 
i n some cases found only on the p o i n t . The p o i n t acquired' 
a ,reputation i n s c i e n t i f i c , l i t e r a t u r e f o r r a r e d i s c o v e r i e s , 

2, Memorandum by Mr, P.A, Taveraer p o i n t i n g out 
these f a c t s , draviing a t t e n t i o n i n a d d i t i o n to the a t t r a c t ­
iveness of the point,and recommending a n a t i o n a l park. 
T h i s memorandum was p u b l i s h e d by the Commission of 
Conservation, 

s 
3, Sponsorship of the parlf scheme by the A d v i s o r y 

Board on W i l d L i f e P r o t e c t i o n and by l o c a l and n a t i o n a l 
organi z a t i o n s , 

^The park was set a s i d e because i t i s a unique f a u n a l 
and f l o r a l area, though, the f a c t t h a t i t might have some 
advantages as a playground was also brought up. In the 
w r i t e r ' s o p i n i o n i t s unique f a u n a l and f l o r a l value i s of 
n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t and would j u s t i - f y i t s being c a l l e d a 
n a t i o n a l park under any s e t o f " s t a n d a r d s ever drawn up, * 
i n s p i t e of i t s small s i z e . As a p i c n i c ground and bathing 
beach i n the r i d i n g of South Essex i t i s not of n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t , .. 

At the time the park was e s t a b l i s h e d , i n 1918, good 
roads were scarce and t h e r e were sand beaches by the mile, 
some of them on Lake E r i c even c l o s e r to VTindsor than Poin t 
Pelee, unoccupied and unused by the g e n e r a l p u b l i c . The 
years f o l l o w i n g i t s cstabliahment brought b e t t e r roads, 
f a s t e r c a r s , and now summer cottages w i t h each succeeding 
year. The time has now been reached where the only un­
occupied sand beaches on the Great Lakes are on Indian 
R e s e r v a t i o n s , and i n the more a c c e s s i b l e p l a c e s there are 
cottages on chine shores, rock p i l e s and mud f l a t s , 
P r i v a t e o c cupation has so i n c r e a s e d t h a t i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
to f i n d a p l a c e f o r p u b l i c p i c n i c p a r t i e s . I t i s easy to 
see wJiat would have happened to P o i n t Pelee had there been 
no park. The p o i n t would have been r u i n e d as a n a t u r a l 



area. As i t was, i t became more and more frequented by 
:/.;l.:;>-iicicers and campers with each year, F a c i l i t i e s were 
i n s t a l l e d which f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e d t h i s p u b l i c use. I t was 
f i n a l l y r e a l i z e d that the time had come f o r a s i z i n g - u p 
of the park's values and a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the park area, 
p r a c t i c a l l y yard by yard w i t h r e s p e c t to i t s value as 
nature reserve or i n connectlon with i t s use f o r p u b l i c 
r e c r e a t i o n , A p a r t y of three s c i e n t i s t s Dr, H,F, Lewis, 
Mr, \7,E.D, H a l l i d a y and Dr. H.A. Senn was sent to the 
p o i n t to make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n and-report, 

VEGETATION 

Since I was able to cover the e n t i r e area of the 
p o i n t i t i s f e l t t h a t there i a some o c c a s i o n f o r s e t t i n g 
down an independent d e s c r i p t i o n of the v e g e t a t i o n , t o g e t h e r 
with a d i s c u s s i o n of the problems of i t s conserTration, A 
convenient g e o g r a p h i c a l cl a s s ^ ' i f l c a t i o n i s used i n s t e a d of the 
v e g e t a t i o n a l regions usod by th'e s p e c i a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
of 1939. 

I t should be p o i n t e d out t h a t , because of the 
high water t a b l e , sandy s o i l and exposed p o s i t i o n of the 
p o i n t , v e g e t a t i o n develops as clumps, where t r e e s and shrubs 
combine to form a dense u n i t . These are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
marked on the beach, but i n .the i n t e r i o r of the park the 
stands of v e g e t a t i o n are s t i l l u n i t s and i n t e r f e r e n c e with 
p a r t causes l o s s of the whole. In the course of p r e p a r i n g 
campgrounds i n the past, l i m b i n g , ferushing and c l e a r i n g of 
Tines and ground v e g e t a t i o n has been p r a o t i s e d . The t r e e s , 
were l e f t , but they soon s t a r t to go down. Every one that 
f a l l s makes i t j u s t so much harder f o r the r e s t to hold on, 
and sooner or l a t e r they a l l go. In oampground areas t h i s 
c l e a r i n g i s necessary, but I t s extension beyond absolute 
n e c e s s i t y not only destroys n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s but I n i t i a t e s a 
c h a i n of events ending i n the d e s t r u c t i o n of the f o r e s t . 
I f the openings c r e a t e d are l a r g e , s o i l i n s t a b i l i t y s e t s 
i n . I t should never be f o r g o t t e n tha-t the p o i n t i s 
fundamentally unstable, and has v a r i e d i n s i z e and shape 
w i t h i n h i s t o r i c a l times. I t oould c o n c e i v a b l y blow back 
i n t o the lake which produced I t , 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

South t i p of p o i n t to poJtking grounds and l i f e - • ' 
saving s t a t i o n " • 

T h i s i n c l u d e s the sand s p i t a t the end of the 
p o i n t and a narrow patch of bush with sand beech on both 
sideso The sand s p i t i s as s h o r t now as i t has ever been, 
and some of the p l a n t e d w i l l o w s are undergoing wave e r o s i o n . 
However, the prospect of lower water g i v e s hope t h a t i t may 
again b u i l d up, i n which cose every e f f o r t should be made 
to e s t a b l i s h willows on the p o i n t . The bush, or " j u n g l e " , -
i s i n f a i r shape now, although wood has been removed from 
i t i n the p a s t . I t should be l e f t s c r u p u l o u s l y untouched 
both f o r i t s ' v a l u e i n f i l i n g the p o i n t and f o r i t s value 
as a b i r d s a n c t u a r y . With the p o s s i b l e exception of Bona-
venture I s l a n d there i s no more famous spot f o r b i r d s i n 
Canada. On a good morning In the May m i g r a t i o n i t simply 



b o l l s -with b i r d s r.nd the c o n f u s i o n of songs and c a l l s i s . 
i n d e s c r i b a b l e . The number of i n d i v i d u a l b i r d s that pass 
through i s enormous, I t might be mentioned that there I 
saw the only banded b i r d I have ever observed i n the f i e l d 
away from the a c t u a l v i c i n i t y of a b a n d i n g s t a t i o n j a female 
yellow' warbler. This "jungle"' could not be fenced but i t 
can at l e a s t be l e f t u n d i s t u r b e d . Large numbers of people 
pass .on- e i t h e r side of i t , but few e n t e r . i t . 

Region of the l i f e - a a v i n g s t a t i o n , refreshment booth, and 
road end ' • • - • . . 

" T h i s is^ bound to be the r e g i o n 'of -.maximum human-use 
f o r the whole p o i n t . F a c i l i t i e s f o r p a r k i n g and p i c n i c k i n g 
are e s s e n t i a l , and t h e i r imp.-'overaent i s always a legimate 
a c t i v i t y . For p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t sand' movement the t h i c k e t s 
on e i t h e r side should be maintained, with necessary paths 
through them, ' _ • . ' ' • . • 

Region, bounded by main r o a ' d s n a t u r e r e s e r v e , east beach and 
p a r k i n g area at end of p o i n t i n c l u d i n g - P o s t ho'use , • ' 

The region immedi a t e l y north of t h i s p a r k i n g a r e a 
has a secondary.-ro ad a l o n g t h e c a s t and south ai-des , •" 11'• " 
i s open on the east side but becomes a " j u n g l e " on the 
side" touching- the main road. So- long as p u b l i c use of 
t h i s r e g i o n dOes not break down 'the *so-il I do not t h i n k 
the v e g e t a t i o n w i l l s u f f e r ^ The.removal of cactus should; 
not be tolerated,"however, and the t h i c k e t s west o f the 
secondary road and immedi a t c l y south of .the Post house 
should not be d i s t u r b e d . The re arc at present s o m e v i n e -
c l a d ' c c d a r s - i n i t "'̂ hat have f a l l e n , b u t ^ a r e j u s t as, good', 
cover now as '^thcy wore v/hon a l i v e , and i n my ,opinion 
th e i r - removal i s unnecessary, {photograph}. . ' 

Between west beach and main road from l i f e s a v e r s ' house 
to Grubb f i s h e r y 

As t h i s area i s by f a r the best p i e c e of shore 
jungle along tho west beach i t should-be given every 
p r o t e c t i o n , and w i n d f a l l s l e f t .in p o s i t i o n except where 
they are on or very c l o s e to- -the road. I t seems p o s s i b l e , 
at p r e s e n t " t o keep t h i s s e c t i o n i n i t s n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n 
without f e n c i n g . Undoubtedly i t would be b e t t e r to have • 
the incincra-tor i n some'., environment l e s s r e s t r i c t e d than - . 
t h i s narrow s t r i p of woods. The best .spot would be at tlr'e 
back of some of' the farms near tho west side of the marsh. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , i t i s f e l t t h a t i t i s . i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the : 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s to expect the p o i n t 
to continue i n d e f i n i t c l y . to supply wood for i n c i n e r a t o r 
and o t h e r f u e l , and f o r otJacr purposes.. Other sources 
w i l l be -nocdcd* r . • ' 

The East Beach 

The east beach must' be looked upon as one of the 
most unstable p o r t i o n s ' of tho park. There are" some l a r g e .• 
trees towards the south ond, but these g r a d u a l l y t h i n out 
and f i n a l l y there i s n o t h i n g but a scrubby border to the 
marsh. The lake has broken through i n t o the marsh many 
times i n the past and could e a s i l y do so again. Neverthe­
l e s s there i s evidence t h a t clumping of v e g e t a t i o n Is 
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beginning', and with i t s o i l s t a b i l i t y . Every encouragement 
should,be g i v e n to these clumps, The vines and shrubs, 
should c e r t a i n l y not be cut, and i t i s to be expected that 
human use w i l l develop c e r t a i n paths and p a r k i n g grounds 
more than others^ . , " 

The l a s t p i ece of the' road, north of the place 
where " i t l a s t , passes c l o s e to Lake Pond, i s sub je;jt to 
. wave'. a c t i o n and had' sand washed over i t t h i s s p r i n g . I t 
i s of doub t f u l valuec 

' • ' One of the disadvantages of u n c o n t r o l l e d burning 
of the marsh i n 1942 was seen i n the o c c a s i o n a l inroads 
of f i r e i n t o the scanty v e g e t a t i o n of the east beach 
(photograph). A l l t h i s v e g e t a t i o n i s needed to f i x the 
beach. . . . . 

SparsG^ as i s the cover of the east beach,- the 
barest p o r t i o n at the n o r t h end was .chosen by the buck 
of the part y of three deer l i v i n g i n the perk f o r h i s 
abode during the fawning season. Undoubtedly he took 
s h e l t e r in-unburnt p o r t i o n s of tho marsh, I never saw 
-him, 

West border, of the marsh, back of p r i v a t e property 

The woods'and willow clumps along the west border 
of the marsh are assumed' to belong to the park r a t h e r than 
to the farms that they border on the west, T h e b o r d e r of 
the marsh i s very t h i c k i n some pl a c e s and well- .provided 
with w i l d l i f e . As a matter of f a c t the two does of the. 
band of deer e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i n the park w i t h i n the 1 ast 
year chose t h i s 'region f o r t h e i r ' f a w n i n g season abode, and 
I was able to jump'them one morning near the south end 
of i t , about 300 yards from the cross road. They crossed 
a f r i n g e of t h e / T i l d e n p r o p e r t y , 

' T h i s a r e a i s crossed by s e v e r a l d i t c h e s and boat 
channels l e a d i n g to p r i v a t e l a n d s . 

Main b l o c k of p r i v a t e lands 

'West of "the area .Ju^st mentioned i s a s o l i d , s t r e t c h 
of p r i v a t e farm l a n d s ' o f c o n s i d e r a b l e extent. •Some•of them' 
• i n s m a l l fx-ui'ts and vegetables, are quit e p r o d u c t i v e , 
although the bulk, being i n orchard, must be 'subjeat to • 
the v i c i s s i t u d e s of the apple market at the prese n t . One : 
s t r e t c h of hardwood bush, the T i l d e n bush, {formerly p a r t 
of the B a i r d estate} i s of s u f f i c i e n t l y h i g h q u a l i t y that 
i t a p r e s e r v a t i o n as a sample of the soiithern hardwood 
f o r e s t i s • d e s i r a b l e . I t has .been c u l l e d i n the past and 
some m a t e r i a l i s s t i l l being removed. I t i s n e i t h e r as 
l a r g e nor as impressive ac the Post woods, but i s never­
t h e l e s s of great i n t e r e s t ^ Nearby i s a very good stand 
of red cedars on some p a r a l l e l sand or g r a v e l r i d g e s , 
one of the most vigorous stands on the p o i n t . I t might 
a l s o be mentioned that most of the Indian r e l i c s f o r 
whifih the point i s famous arc found on.the p r i v a t e l a n d s . 
These r e l i c s wo uld- be' much b e t t e r housed i n a l o c a l 
•museum than d i s p e r s e d and l o s t as ,is^ the case with many 
at presento . " • 

Area enclosed by main roads 

This i s one area which.has suff«red s e v e r e l y from 



trimmingj pruning and b r u s h i n g . In consequence, w i n d f a l l s 
are severe and i t i s c o n t i n u a l l y becoming more open. 
I t i s considered that b r u s h i n g and c l e a r i n g has' been 
c a r r i e d too f a r . In t h e . c e n t r e of the northern p e r t of, 

;the area, the p a r t most s u b j e c t to w i n d f a l l , the ground 
i s uneven and there i s no evidence of camping. This 
p o r t i o n might w e l l be allowed to r e v e r t to brush. 
Throughout the Camp 6 and, Camp 8 areas, except where 
the whole ground space i s needed' f o r camps, youiig cedar, 
pine and hardwood should T?,e allowed to grow.'up without 
limbingo However, s i n c e the area' has s.uffered from 
w i n d f a l l camping should be concentrated In these camps 
i n compens.at ion f o r c e r t a i n others where i t I s u n d e s i r ­
able o . ; . • • • . 

West beach, from Cross Road to f o r k s . Camps '6 and. 7 

T h i s s e c t i o n c o n s i s t s of a shore jungle broken 
by a number of paths and .roads to the beach, with camp 
areas along the road. I t i s e v i d e n t l y f a i r l y w e l l used 
and 30 l o n g as the present bushy areas are hot .disturbed 
i t might be c o n s i d e r e d as" i n good c o n d i t i o n except f o r 
the i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t s of c l e a r i n g , namely, w i n d f a l l s 
and more w i n d f a l l s . The pines are overmature, but here 
as elsewhere the c o n t i n u a l l o s s of cedars f i l l s one with 
r e g r e t 0 , . ' ' . . . • 

South end of Camp 5, Camps 4 and 5. . • 

This i s a s p l e n d i d dry s i t e f o r e s t , i n c l u d i n g the 
only pine r e g e n e r a t i o n and.the b e s t mature pine and dry 
s i t e hardwoods i n the pa:rk. T h i s area, 'for e d i s t a n c e . 
of one m i l e , e s p e c i a l l y the.widest p o r t i o n , has been 
l e s s d i s t u r b e d by.pruning and b r u s h i n g than the lands ^ 
adjacent and i t ' i s s t r o n g l y 'recommended' t h a t i t be 
considered ,a n a t u r a l area, . T h i s would mean, that a l l 
c l e a r i n g and brushing and the removal' of w i n d f a l l should . 
cease. There i s much d r i v i n g around i n th'is 6rea so 
that f e n c i n g may be needed. Some w i n d f a l l s were noted,/ 
Whether they had been d e l i b e r a t e l y l e f t or overltokd', 
i s not known, but i t Is . hoped, t h a t i t is the former. 
There are a- number of b i g o l d t r e e s j many of them'hollow, 
tha t add a g r e a t d e a l to the v a l u e of the'area and should 
be l e f t i n . p l a c e when they f a l l , es they w i l l over the-
years, one by. one. ' , " ' 

Osmps 1, 3 and 5 (north p o r t i o n ) ' ' 

This comprises 'the r e s t o f ' t h e p a r k - r a n a r r o w . s t r i p 
along the west beach,! _ Occupation by campers i s q u i t e 
heavy, and a good p o r t i o n ^ o f the area i s o b v i o u s l y d e s t i n e d 
f o r t h e i r use. At the sahie time the d i s t a n c e between 

''lake and marsh i s .so s m a l l t h a t t h i s s t r i p needs t o be 
c a r e f u l l y watched f o r s o i l d r i f t i n g , and the clumps .of 
v e g e t a t i o n on shore should be c a r e f u l l y preserved. Any 
s e r i o u s s o i l d r i f t i n g should be checked by a l l o w i n g ground 
cover around i t to grow and perhaps a l s o by p l a n t i n g some 
cedars. The area i n c l u d e s the park workshops, I&mediately 
north of the l a t t e r are some dunes, a c t u a l l y the h i g h e s t 
lends i n the park. These' should be l e f t as f a r as post-J.ble 
i n t h e i r n a t u r a l c o n d i t l o n i n order to f i x , them. On some 
of them the ground cover i s just' b e g i n n i n g to break down 
because of some o l d cleaning,. This, was done i n an i r r e g u l a r and 
amateurish way, and may p o s s i b l y not Have been'done under' 
d i r e c t i o n . At any r a t e i t i s undes'trable, These dunes are 
too i r r e g u l a t f o r oamplng and 1t i s etonsidered t h a t they 



should ,be l e f t completely u n d i s t u r b e d . 

Summary . . ' . ..̂  ... ,,: -

As a g e n e r a l recommendation i t i a here suggested 
that' within' the camp ..grounds-, those areas as yet u n c l e a r e d 
should be maintained,, I t i s ' on the edges of such areas 
that poison i v y i s .wors.e, The. suggestion is.'raade t h a t 
when w i n d f a l l s ' ' i n camps' and along the roads are being 
c l e a r e d up, some of the brush, i n s t e a d of being burned, 
might be p i l e d over the worse poison i v y beds on the edges 
of the t h i c k e t s . I t i s understood t h a t w i n d f a l l s arc . 
only to be removed when oh the "clea'red' p o r t i o n of camp 
areas and along roads.. I t i s also. recommended that a l l 
areas" threatened with s o i l d r i f t i n g should be p l a n t e d and 
allowed to r e v e r t to t h i c k e t . I f they are so much used 
that; t h i s i s impossible then they should,be sodded--an . 
expensive procedure, but necessary. 

The west beach.camp, areas are best adapted 
to p i c n i c k i n g . The s u g g e s t i o n i s . h e r e made t h a t i f .the 
main road were paved and surfaced parking spaces were 
developed there would be l e s s tendency f o r p i c n i c k e r s to . 
d r i v e a l l over the bush and i t would be e a s i e r to concentrate 
them on lands d e s t i n e d and destgnated. f o r t h e i r use. T h i s 
would, "be a means of p r o t e c t i n g tho n a t u r a l t h i c k e t s . 

C o n d i t i o n s In the perk a r c e v i d e n t l y b e t t e r than 
those observed by pr'evipus i n v e s t i g a t o r s ' , Undoubtedly 
tho reduced volume of t o u r i s t t r a f f i c .has something to do 
with t h i s , , but the. c a r e f u l l y worked-out p o l i c i e s of the 
Department arc e q u a l l y r e s p o n d i b l p * I t . w i l l be a matter 
of g reat i n t e r e s t to watch the working out of t h i s p o l i c y 
i n the f u t u r e . '' ^ •. 

Photographs • 

1, C l e a r i n g , f i r s t stage. Trees are limbed and ground 
• cover, removed,.' 

S, Clearing', second .stage, The v e g e t a t i o n a l u n i t has 
been destroyed and t h e . p a r t l e f t , the t r e e s , are 
weakened and doomed* 

,3, . C l e a r i n g , t h i r d stage,;, Few down t r e e s were l y i n g 
around the 'cleared areas at' the tinje of. t h i s i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n , because clean-up o p e r a t i o n s were advanced, 
but t h i s l a t y p i c a l of what happens. 

4, Down cedar In jungle j u s t south of Poet House; i t 
should be l e f t , 

5, Encroachment of marsh f i r e on v e g e t a t i o n on the east 
. beach, , . . . ; 

6, .North-east c o m e r of the Park, 

7, Clumped v e g e t a t i o n developing on e?ist b.e:ach, 

8, Well developed . jungle on west side;, of. park. This 
s h o u l d b e p r e s e r v e d . .> . 



^ Nature- X^/:;serve 

P a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n ^e.s p a i d to the p r o p e r t y 
r e c e n t l y fenced as a nature r e s e r v e . This was i n 
accordance with i n s t r u c t i o n s r e c e i v e d from the Controller,, 
The purpose f o r which t h i s p r o p e r t y , l y i n g between the 
cross r-oaa and t ho Pos t - h o u s e a n d the main road and the 
east bcachj was. enclosed was to p r o t e c t o n e of the best 
areas of n a t u r a l ;southern- hardwood and a s s o c i a t e d 
v e g e t a t i o n . i n . Canada from damage by p i c n i c k e r s - a n d others^ 
and to r e s t r i c t d i s t u r b a n c e to those' a c t u a l l y i n t e r e s t e d 
i n seeing the p l a n t s and. animals„ . ' -

Tho area f a l l s n a t u r a l l y " i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s ! 

lo The laas.od orchard- • .• ' ' • • . ' 

2c The b l a c k walnTjLt__£l^n.<jaJ;_ion; T h i s was. found to be i n 
. good conditiono There was about 70" or 75 per cent 

s u r v i v a l , of',the s e e d l i n g s , which, are now well estab-
,l::;shcdi. The dying-put was r e s t r i c t e d to c e r t a i n 
patches w h i ch woul d seem i n •• co n'scquenc e t o b e l e s s 
suitable- f o r the "growth of t h i s s p e c i e s , I would not 
recommend f i l l i n g the gaps immediately,-'The c l e a r i n g 
of t h e s i t o was good .and there is.no t u r f i n i t now. 
T h i s has the d e s i r a b l e e f f e c t of removing the danger 
of mice during o r i ' t i c a l e a r l y years. I t w i l l -be 
d e s i r a b l e to c l ear. out some sumach t h i s ye ar and 
perhaps f o r a fo.w more years, but at present 
•aultivation- h a r d l y ' seems necessary , One poss i b l e 
menace i s . t h o c o t t o n t a i l r a b b i t , present i n l a r g e 
numbers. However, there i s a good supply of p r e d a t o r y 
mammals and b i r d s on the area and thoy should go a . 
Ior,.g vfs.y ;̂owa-rds.. lioeping the r a b b i t s ' permane'ntly be-, 
low the danger/point 0 

3, The mature woods: ' T h i s ' block iS' i h s p l e n d i d condition'., 
and i s r a p i d l y assuming, the. appearance.^of an untouched-
primeval f o r e s t . However, the ground c l e a r i n g s at the 
o l d Camp.10 grounds have not yet .been renewed by 
n a t u r a l r e g e n e r a t i o n . There are a score of l a r g e 
t r e e s and some, of i n t e r m e d i a t e and' small.er s i z e s that 
have f a l l e n s i n c e the removal of such m a t e r i a l was 
stoppafi. In time they. w i l l ' give the area the l a r g e -, 

• r o t t e n logs on. the ground,' now c o n s p i c u o u s l y m i s s i n g . 
At. f i r s t s i g h t ' i t - i s a matter of interes.t to see that-
these w i n d f a l l s , have had the e f f e e t o f c o n c e a l i n g 
some of the stumps and c l e a r i n g s caused by the removal ' 
•of t r e e s - i n pant years. On s ec ond - cons i d e r a t i on, 
however, i t i s evident t h a t the w i n d f a l l s are due i n 
p a r t to the gapa'in the cover caused by these' o p e r a t i o n s 
and would 'have been much l e s s numerous' without them, . 
They are most numerous i n the•narrowest/.hence most 
exposed; end of -the woods, ;It iS' f e l t . , therefore,-
th&t.the removal of trec-s from the mature hardwood 
bush should be, considered a most s-r.•; ious matter. 

The c h i e f purpose fo r which the t.rees were r e ­
moved was to make b e a c h - p r o t e c t i o n groynes on the e a s t 
beach^^ and something of the s o r t i s c l e a r l y necessary. 
I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o .assess the true value of the groynes 
now, because water l e v e l s - are f a l l i n g , but they were 
e v i d e n t l y e f f e c t i v e d u r i n g a p a r t of the most recent 
high-water period'. In t h i s connection I would l i k e . 
to r e f e r to the cernent and rock groynes on Pelee 
I s l a n d d e s c r i b e d i n the F q r t y " f i f t h Annual .Report 
of the O n t a r i o Bureau of Mines " I t i s suggested t h a t 
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•She b u i l d i n g of groynes of t h i s type would be a 
•suitable post-war r e h a b l l i t a t ion pro je'c t . There i s 
s t i l l , one s.erious" e r o s i o n spot at the present stage 

, of.-wal"er., and there the groynes are not h o l d i n g . 

There .was. p l e n t y of evidence t h a t the few deer 
.. on the P o i n t "had d i s c o v e r e d 'these woods and t h i s 

serves to emphasize the f a c t t h a t these animals 
need c a r e f u l watching, A very few deer w i l l s a t i s f y 
the heeds of' P o i n t Pele^', ' . . . 

4,Secondary-woods, mostly along the west fence;.These 
woods, and brushy- areas are i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n and very 
•'avourablo" f o r some'' of the most t r u l y southern 
animals a h d p l a n t s i n t h e P e l e p fauna-and f l o r a , 

• Some-clearing opo r a t i o n s of 'time s pas t a re g r a d u a l l y 
being erased by n a t u r a l growth. 

In connection with t h i s reserve I recommend: 

Ic Completion of the f e n c e , A gate can be l e f t f o r 
Mr„' L a n g e l l , I n - t h i s connection I would suggest 
that a number of the cedar posts r e s u l t i n g from 
w i n d f a l l s on roads ides and c amps migh t w e l l be 
r e s e r v e d ' f o r use by the park as r e q u i r e d , 

2o .Opening'a r e g i s t e r - b o o k f o r those u s i n g I t , each 
one,being^told t h a t i t - i s not f o r p i c n i c s . 

Marsh Managementj w i t h ' p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e to the .Present 
S c a r c i t y _ o f " MuskratsV "• • . '• • • 

H e l l over 'half my time i n the park was spent i n 
and around the' marsh. The''park punt was kept, on the east 
a i d s of ' i l i i e b i g p o n d ' ^ o r . the purpose of c a r r y i n g out 
t h i s work, Ôn the afternoon of A p r i l 30 I was guided 
around the marsh by a l o c a l fisherman, Mr, Charles Tverne. 
Mr.'Tvcrne^s co-operation'was very h e l p f u l . He takes an 
i n t e l l i g e n t - , i n t ' e r e s t - i n the marsh and i n o b t a i n i n g f a c t u a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n .regarding, condition's t h e r e . I n t e r e s t i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n was a l s o obtained 'from the p r o v i n c i a l game 
warden, Mr^. Frank 'Oper/ and- from s e v e r a l park r e s i d e n t s . 

The. r e c e n t h i s t o r y oif the muskrat i s ' t h a t i n , 
1943 the -Superintendent recommended that,' as had been done , 
i n the past^ pcrmit'i be issue'd to bona f i d e r e s i d e n t s of; 
p o i n t Pelee-"to trap muskrats'during the p r o v i n c i a l open 
season under s e r t a i n r e s t r i c t i o n s . The number o.f muskrats ' 
to be taken--wa» set at 3,000, A c t u a l l y only 166 muskrats 
were taken, end tjie' Superintendent- quoted- trappers as 
blaming t h i s shbr-tage 'oh the depredations of mink, ' 

T h i s c o n s t i t u t e s a r a t h e r u n s a t i s f a c t o r y Intro.ductlon 
to a d i s c u s s i o n of the P o i n t Pelee Marsh on which our f i l e s 
c o n t a i n much i n f o r m a t i o n ; With^'this i n f o r m a t i o n , and w i t h .. 
m a t e r i a l from-other sources I- wish to Incorporate my own 
f i n d i n g s , . ' ' 

• • P o i n t Pelee' i s c h i e f l y famous f o r migratory 
w i l d l i f e . a n d at th'e time i t became a park r e s i d e n t 
forms were at a low ebb, • I t seems to" have had a hunting 
p o p u l a t i o n which, kept wild- l i f e reduced to'a much lower . 



l e v . e l t han was t r u e of l e a s f a v o u r e d ' s p o t s I n Essex County 
a t - i a r g e . i n s p i t e of t h e amount of w i l d l a n d - a t the 
P o i n t t h e w i l d t u r l c o y , f o r example, -became e x t i n c t t h e r e 
twenty y e a r s b e f o r e i t had v a n i s h e d from aonie o t h e r p a r t s 
of, Essex County, A f t h a t time t h e r e was much w i l d l a n d . 
i n the. county at l a r g e , but a g r i c u l t u r a l develb'priient has 
been so g r e a t i n the L a k e ' E r i c ' r e g i o n t h a t ? o l n i P e l e e i s 
the o n l y w i l d area l e f t I n Essex County, and by "far t h e 
be s t sample of tho Sou t h e r n Hardwood - f o r e s t f o r m a t i o n -
l e f t i n Canada, T h i s type o f f o r e s t was found i n Canada 
o n l y a l o n g the shores "of Lake . E r i e and l e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s p e r m i t t i n g . t h e o c c u r r e n o e of t h i s • 
r e g i o n only' of ' oer.tai n non-f o r e s t . ^ d t e l l i n g - w i l d l i f e 
f orms. When the p a r k was e s t . a b l i s h e d ' res I'dent game and 
f u r s p e c i e s i n c l u d e d o n l y c o t t o n t a i l , muskrat. and q u a i l . •• 
Fox, mink, and raccoon were r a r e or-gone, Baccoon- soon 
became r c j - e s t a b l l s h e d but f o x and mink d i d not e n t e r i n t o -
the- w i l d l i f e p i c t u r e , d u r i n g the f i r s t twenty y e a r s o f 
park h i s t o r y . The g e n e r a l ' w i l d l i f e c o n d i t ions ' w i l l • be 
d e a l t w i t h e l s e w h e r e , but'fox", mink andvracc.oou have " 
been mentioned I n . c o n n o c t l o n • w l t h the p r e s e n t s h o r t a g e 
of m u s k r a t s . 

The P o i n t P c l c c ' a a r s h c o v e r s a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f ' 
the p a r k . I t s are a i s about 3,000 a c r t s , of; w h i ch o n l y 
about h a l f i s muskrat ,range. B e f o r e t h e park was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i t had been used^^by l o c a l . r e s i d e n t s as "a 
muskrat t r a p p i n g ground,, and by r e s i d e n t s and v i s i t o r s 
f o r duck s h o o t i n g . Both .of t h e s e p r a c t i c e s . " are I n - • ' 
c o m p a t i b l e w i t l i the p r i n c i p l e s o f a n a t i o n a l ' p a r k , b u t 
have been p e r m i t t e d ' a t F e i n t P e l e e , Duok s h o o t i n g was' 
a p e c i f i c a l l y p e r m i t t e d when t h e p a r k was o s t a b l l s h e d , 
Muskrat t r a p p i n g was a l l o w e d when r e q u e s t e d d u r i n g the • 

second season, a f t e r the park yas e s t a b l i s h e d , a f t e r a 
y e a r ' s a g i t a t i o n on the p a r t o f l o c a l ' r e s i d e n t s ; , , I t 'was 
r e p r e s e n t e d t h a t the muskrats Trere :damaging .the- dyke a t • 
the n o r t h edge o f ' t h e park,, t h a t - P o i n t P e l e e had enjoyed -
the p r i v i l e g e o f t r a p p i n g muskrats oon-fcinually i n th'e • . 
p a s t , and a l s o t h a t t h e r e .was ah abundant s u p p l y o f 
mu s k r a t s . T r a p p i n g was r c s t r l e t e d -to, bona f i d e ' r e s i dents * 
of the p o i n t - and a l i m i t o f 3 ' ,000 muskrats was s e t , th'e' 
Department r e c e i v i n g SSjS o f the p r o c e e d s . These c o n d i t i o n s 
are s u b s t a n t i a l l y the aaae as those e n f o r c e d on a l l sub­
sequent o c c a s i o n s when t r a p p i n g wee. permitted-,.. I t should.' 
be noted t h a t the j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t r a p p i n g under, the 
Par k s Aot i a based on' t h e assumption t h a t the muskrats are • 
d e s t r u c t i v e , ' ,̂  • , •• ' 

D u r i n g the i 9 2 0 , t r a p p i n g season o n l y 1090 muskrats 
were tak e n i n s t e a d of 3.,000 a n t i c i p a t e d , .• The then' 
Suporlntende'nt, F.H. Conover, m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the, muskrat 
p o p u l a t i o n on the p o i n t depended on the water . l e ^ e i , 
w i t h , the depth of, f r e e z i n g as. a,, c o n t r i b u t i n g - f a c t o r . . -
He s t a t e d t h a t when w a t e r l e v e l S ' d r o p p e d , many muskrats 
were c o n f i n e d .to t h e i r houses by f r e e z i n g - of t h e e x i t -
passages i n the'mttok,- They e i t h e r ; p e r i s h e d t h e r e o r • • 
got out on top of the' i c e and 'wandered h e l p l e s s l y o v e r 
the c o u n t r y s i d e , - D u r i n g 1921,1922 and 1923, he- r e p o r t e d 
low water and u n f a v o u r a b l e . c o n d i t i o n s f o r muskrats and 
no t r a p p i n g was a l l o w e d . I n 1 9 2 4 t h e r e s i d e n t s . o f the 
p o i n t , r e s e n t i n g t h e i r e x c l u s i o n . f r o m t r a p p i n g • c i r c u l a t A d ' 



a p e t i t i o n s t a t i n g t h a t muskrats were abundant and t r a p p i n g 
should be alloTved. A r e p o r t by a Departmental Officer,, J,,. 
N,.; Stinson,. fulily:;:.conf Irme-d'-the ^tiper'ihtbh'd'ent*e S t a t e -
ffiients, butr.trappingi.tras','allow-fe'd nofie 'the- l e s s . ';; A S,000" l i m i t 
was. s e t , and when • only . 689. rate,,w'ere taken' ihe '' S u p e r i n ­
tendent had every reason,, to -considet h i s '.'judgment confirmed. 
Against •; h i s ;.be..tter judgment; the .Department again permi t t e d '. 
t r a p p i n g .ih 1925, T h e - l l m i t was s e t . a t ' l , 0 0 0 , but only 
340 were taken,. , As . the .Superintendent seiid, c o n d i t i o n s 
were not ;good f o r rgts,*.i; .During, thdse ydars of low water 
there are s e v e r a l ^references-...to hide's'of muskrats f.dund 
dead oai- -,the uplejids ...In viinter h e l n g salvaged,* The exodus • 
of r a t s .-from .the. ma-rsh-Is .'familiar to every"'"reeident' of 
Point. Pelee* . • . • .1 - • • 

' •-) V ; :v ::i :•. \-' ^ . • . • • • - ' • • • • • ' - • _ 
In-,,1.927,. a f t e r .a- yeaV's r e s p i t e , t r a p p i n g was '-,, 

allowed again, and-.there wasi an'I'mprdvemeht in the numbers • 
of muskr'ats as A-rell. .as i n c o n d l t l d n B i n "the marsh,' A • -
1,000 l i m i t was--set, and' .826 .were "taken ,• In 1928 the . • 
l i m i t c a t c h .was f i n a l l y at.tained, In'lGSQ there were 
625 r a t s r s p l d an-d i n 1930 the. 1,000 l i m i t w:as exce"eded by 
200; i n 1931- the l i m i t Was'off,' and 2,067-rat's were taken,*' 
In 1932. the. .l i m i t was. set'a-t-4,000 ' and t h e r e ' a c t u a l l y was .' 
a c a t c h of 2,890, Then water. condi t l o n s deteriorated'.' In' 
1933 the Superintendent of the time r e a l i z e d t h a t a l l 
was not w e l l as lt-.had--be-on" and • Ibwcred the' l i m i t to 
2,500, ^but the;,trappers 'got.'only 67e-, 

From t h i s season -o.n . U A t l l •1938 the -record bespeaks 
only low.water and bad years ,.-"̂ 'The phrdiso ' "ponds dry" 
o c c u r s , Apj)a.rGntly , in--this . time also'^thcrc 'og^in occurred 
emigrations of mus.krats from the mardh, • In 1938 the • 
Superintendent .no.tcd e <?mc .impro.vGrfteat' i n fhe muskrat 
p o p u l a t i o n and. i n the. followlng.;'yc'&3:'-the r e s i d e n t s again • 
petitioned,, for- t r a p p i n g .privileges,- : -T.hat 'the- muskrats 
had inoreaaod was ovldent'-.when- 3,r3-7 -we're 'taken on a ' ' . ' 
l i m i t .of '3,00.0,' In 1940' the' l i m i t was'•set'oi'6,000 and-
3,200 were taken, .In^ 19.41 the' goal- uai--agcln 6',000 and 
only 1,312, were.- taken, .Ih. the-, pjroae'nt- yc-a-r a 3^000 l i m i t 
was s e t and -afier.-16.6 r a t s .-were" t^kch-i-fc" became evid'crit ' ,. 
that' there, was;-,C::srea.t.:shDrtag.e and trapping-T;CS^'stopped.' 
The 1940 figure,, of 3;S00vf;as 6'Vld'eiitly 'o maximum cc.t6h [ • 
In a good year and .•probably-me'cns-.a p o p u l a t i o n of about', 
f i v e r a t s ^to the acrt;-.of good r d t l a n d , 

. • .. I'll i s a-̂  , onoe ,\.evident that'! sordcthing^ s i m i l a r ' t o ' 
what has happened. now-.hc.s happe^hcd. .twice 'b'̂ f ore , i n the . , 
history.,of.,the.park-,,-.roughly-la-1920-Qnd 1933; ' I t i s a l s o ' ' 
evident, that t r a p p i n g i s , o n l y . s secondary f a c t o r f n the 
c o n t r o l of r a t numbers, i n the marsh. The c e s s a t i o n Qf 
t r a p p i n g has -never-"brought a great-'a-nd-iiiimedlate inc'rease 
nor. has the -restricted'trapp'in'g of'''16t» po'pufe.tloans' prevente'ii 
t h e i r ,increase,. I t seems- u'nlikel-y that' iul-nk wcruld have • 
any more eff.ec.t,, . As we. have already seen,"there were no 
mink In the. .marsh u n t i l recen't years and they co'uld thus, 
have had no .part i n .the. previous sh'ortc'ges of ''muskrats. 
I t l e . intere..stlng i t o note-: t h e t there hag ribver-'been any , -'̂  
suggestion of. d i s e a s e , -although the: record's'*fehow' that 
when muskrats are. •.very • abund'an-t thoy are h e a v i l y , "infested 
with e c t o p a r a s i t e s . • --* • •• . •'" 

.The wrl.t.er - made-;.an -.exaiainati on- of every-sec t l o n ,' 
of the .^marsh.: i n Apyll-Uayv,,-1942-/. ̂ A t t h i s time n o t h i n g 



l i k e . a, house census could be. attempted -but i t '-wiafl .erideht 
that there was not a l a r g e enough number'df 1 9 4 i 7 b u i l t 
houses to beg i n -to j u s t i f y the l l m i t ' o f 3,000 set f o r the 
,1942 season. Muskrats were ;-not abundant i n ' t h e . f a l l of 
1941; they must have been comparatively s c a r c e . They..' 
were more . abundan t. i n the f a l l of 1940,' houses of t h i s 
-date'.being much more comjnon,. Ih' Ap r l l-May , 1942, water-
had r e c e n t l y r i s e n and w&s-a f o o t above the l e v e l at which 

'the-.ld4l houses were b u i l t . The nest/chambers w e r e t h u s •• 
mostly, submerged, and i t i s tliu's not s u r p r i s i n g that there 
were p r a c t i c a l l y . n o s i g n s of- muskrats occupying houseev . 
Only about three of the houses seen c o u l d - p o s s i b l y have.. 
been occupied. There^were some signs of muskrats at 
l a r g e i n the. marsh', . but: they were- scarce ahd.."only one 
muskrat.was a c t u a l l y seen. Supposedly oc cupled - houses • 
were not opened' because of. the s c a r c i t y of muskrats, • 
Most of the o l d houses contained.nothing, Mr, Charles 
Tverne, who had given the" Supe-rintendent- Information -
about'mink depredat ipns.i was ' a c t u a l l y able to d i g the ' ' 
remains of a . m i n k - k i l l e d muskrat out of an-old house, 
Se s t a t e d t h a t he had seen'many p l a c e s i n mid-winter 
where mink. had k i l l e d muskrats ,' . •, '. - • ' * 

There was much o l d • s i g n of islnk but v e r y - l i t t l e • -
f r e s h . Fresh s i g n . o f mink was s sen a t - o n l y one " place ' i n 
the marsh, and. there a l s o remains of a f r e s h l y devoured 
F l o r i d a g a l l i n u l e were found. ' • Fresh "tracks • of -mink were' 
s e e n o n the Maran-tettO' p r b p e r t y beyond the n'o rth-eas t *-
corner of the park. I t was e v i d e n t that mink, were^ 
Comparatively uncommon in' tho'marsh, but-that, thoy h'a'd 
been common rec e n t l y i ' - Wint.er. s i g n -showed p l a i n l y t h a t . 
they had been f e e d i n g on muskrat in' w i n t e r . Foxes were 
not common i n the park," racoons were" abundant and-weasels 
and skunks e v i d e n t l y hot -uncommon., • A number.of dead ' -' 
t u r t l e s , wore seen- i n the marsh, e v i d e n t l y l e f t - from the . 
winter,'and a f a i r l y f r e s h dead/coot was foiind, • -A s i c k ' 
(unwounded). bl a c k duck was ' seen* "in the • marsh,- and on the • 
end of the J)oint a s i c k loon'-was se'eh, 'There-was. nothing 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n t h e s e - o b s e r v a t i o n s j except that'the 
dead t u r t l e s suggested abnormal'conditions under the Ice 
during the w i n t e r , • There were s t i l l 'many t u r t i c s l o f t ' 
•in-tho marsh,' - ;' • ; -' • 

I' was informed t h a t the only other muskrat marshes 
i n south Essex, Cedar Creek and Big Crcck,''had had • :• 
p r a c t i c a l l y no r a t s t h i s s p r i n g ; B r a d l e y * s-ma r s h on.Lake". 
St, C l a i r had- a l a r g e number but w a t e r ' l e v o l s i n this.-•. " 
maJ?5h arc maintained by pumping, not t><̂-ss i b l e - a t P o l c e , ' 
and the muskrats - are f e d . The f a c t that the 'rat 
shortage-was not c o n f i n e d - t o Point Pelee at once"suggests, 
that' it'^hed hbthinE to do-with thc-.'-park-nnd-'thot thore-. 
fore^ i t c o n s t i t u t e s no reason f o r • changing any park 
p o l i c y , - . 

• .The h i s t o r y of- the muskrat "population i s roughly 
as f o l l o w s : • - • 

1919-20 decreasing," but not -scarce, 
1921-25 low, , • 
.1926-32- i n c r e a s i n g , o r high,; -
1932-3.6 • (?) deoreaslng" o-r low,--
1937(?)-40 i n c r e a s i n g or high, 
1941-42 de c r e a s i n g and low. 



The f a p t o r s at work ihso'far aa thoy' are' known; may ' 
be a s s e s s e d a s follo.wa;-

Water L e v e l ; 

. T h r o u g h the klndneaa.. o f the C h i e f bf the H y d r j -
g r a p h l c S e r v i c e of' t l i i s . Departmfent, complete i n f o r m a t i o n 
on. the w a t e r - l e v e l o f Lake E r i e , on. which, the marsh depends, 
has been " o b t a i n e d . There i s . e v i d e n t l y sometimes a l a g In 
the seepage, so t h a t th,e.marsh, i s h i g h e r or, lo w e r t h a n the 
lake',' T h i s f a c t o r i s oho. t h a t , might be i n v e s t i g a t e d , w i t h 
a view ;to'seeing whether or not the o u t l e t - . s h o u l d be. 
reopened from time to t i m e , as i s of t e n ' s u g g e s t e d , biit 
i t i s not a' c o n i i i t i o n f o r which aiiy a l l o w a n c e can be made 
In t h i s study.' 

I t should,be e x p l a i n e d thaf-.the sand b a r r i e r 
between the l a k e and the marsh, known a s ' t h e e a a t beach, 
c o n s i s t s . o f si l a y e r of sand o v e r o l d marsh muck, which' 
might cause a slower'" seepage. t h a n pure sa'hd. There i s a 
c o n t i n u a l d r i f t of sand i n t o the f r i n g e of t h e marsh, 
caused by wind a c t i o n , and i n many place's t h i s wind-borne 
sand h - a s . k i l l e d the marsh v e g e t a t i o n on the c a s t s i d e . T h i s 
g r a d u a l l y ' b u i l d s up, w h i l e ' o n the o u t s i d o the l a k e wears 
i t away, "The l a j i c now r o l l s over a r e a s w hich were ondo ' 
marsh J u s t as" f a r t h e r down'the p o i n t i t r o l l s ovor the 
former s i t e o f a t h r i v i n g o r c h a r d . 

We a r c thus f o r c e d by l a c k o f / d a t a t o n e g l e c t the 
l a g between l a k e and marsh v e l due t o ' t h e I m p e r m c a b i l l t y 
of the beach, 'but on the whole I t can h a r d l y be v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t . E x a m i n a t i o n o f the data f o r -the l a k e shows t h a t 
e v e r y y e a r • t h e l a k e / i s .highest i n the open p a r t o f tho 
year and l o w e s t I n " w i n t e r , i t i s apparent t h a t f o r t h e , 
muskrats''the. c r u c i a l - l e v e l i s the l o w e s t reached d u r i n g ^ 
tho time when the'marsh i s f r o z e n , 

f o l l o w i n g comparison ' R e s u l t s ; ' 

Lowest' monthly, mean,' Change i n l e v e l 
Year 'Of c l o s e d jp^art of. year d u r i n g 'year M u s k r a t s 

1918-19 571,97 
1919-20 570,51 down d e c r e a s i n g 
1920-21 . 571,59 .. s l i g h t up. ' io.w 
1921-22 . 570.99 . ' . . s l i g h t down l i w 
1922-23 .' 570.62 down , - , ' low. 
1923-24 •" 570.87' s l i g h t up low 
1924-25 . 570,28 - down. low . 
1925-26 56.9,73 . s l i g h t up low • 
1926-27 570,76 up I n c r e a s ing? 
1927-28 571,37 up '• / Ino r e a s i n g 
1928-29 571,88 • up i n c r e a s i n g 
1929-30 .572.84'. , h i g h le v e l .- I n c r e a s i n g 
1930-31 •570,63 down h i g h . 
1931-32 570,66 . s l i g h t up h i g h 
1932-33 570,67 down , . - • d e c r e a s i n g 
1933-34 569,40 down •;' d e c r e a s i n g 
1934-35 569,39 •, s l i g h t up low 
1935-36 569,41 • s l i g h t up low 
1936-37 5 70.12 ' " low? 
1937-38 570,63 , , h i g h l e v e l - i n c r e a s i n g 
1938-39 570,92* • - h i g h l e v e l i n c r e a s i n g 
1939-40 570,31 s 1 i gh t d 0 wn h i g h 
1940-41 .57i,00 down d e c r e a s i n g 
1941-42 570,43 p r o b a b l y down low 



There Is o e r t a i n l y a co-rel'atlon,,. WJien i t i s * 
reme.TitiGred t h a t the r a t i n f e r m a t i o n ' Is only, a rough guess and 
not a census i t i s seen t h a t more ac c u r a t e a n a l y s i s ' i a 
imposs ib le , The muskrat popula t i o n / f o l l o w s . c l o ser- to * the 

.. general' t r e n d of water l e v e l than i i does' to the extreme 
low, the l a t t e r " f i g u r e being p o s s i b l y not always the same 

,;in l a k e'and marsh,' . • ''• : , . ; , • " -. ; 

Since, trends i n water lGvels'_end muskrat p o p u l a t i o n s 
are similar." there may).'be assumc'd to.'be.-a r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between them, .. . -- •': , '-[•'•'• • 

F r e e z i n g .• ' • ' 

Data on i c e t h i c k n e s s e s are not a v a i l a b l e , - We 
have however, ..a-set of temperature f i g u r e s - a v a i l a b l e , 
p u b l i s h e d by the Ontario .DepartiQent pf A g r i c u l t u r e " i n -. 
t h e i r annual .summary of a g r i c u l t u r a l ,'cpnd i t i o n s , The . ^ 
p l a ce i s Chatham, near enough to Pelee- t h a t the trend i s 
probably the same. Granted t h a t only the broadest ^ j 
p o s s i b l e comparison may be. made between these data, i t - i s 
e v i d e n t .that temperature, probably ae a c t i n g on depth of 
f r e e z i n g may w e l l be e f a c t o r ' i n the muekrot population-, -

. c o n t r o l o I t i s seen t h a t t h i s must" be c o n s i d e r e d along 
with water l e v e l s , - When the water l e v e l is high i t i a 
e v i d e n t t h a t low temperatures are" o f l i t t l e importance, 
and when tho water l ^ y e l is'down temperatures above, average 
do not save; the day, - . 

The • p r i n c i p a l years of muskrat d,ec,rease are 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by both low temperatures and,dropping water 
l e v e l s . Those are 1919-30, 1933-34 and ,1940-41,. Some of the . 
best muskrat years are l i k e w i s e -marked b y high water 
l e v e l s and high temperatures, f o r example 1929-1932, 
However, d u r i n g tho r e c e n t muskrat high t h e ' t e n p o r a t u r c s 
were not p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h , but tho water l e v e l was v e r y 
good. 

In the t a b l e below the monthly mean temperatures 
f o r Chatham are g i v e n along with the t r e n d in-w'atcr l e v e l ' 
a n d the trend i n , t h e muskrat p o p u l a t i o n . I have u n d e r l i n e d 
a l l moan temperatures above f r e e z i n g and*. b clow 'EO^F. 

Temperature;" Monthly Moans, .Chatham,' Ontario,.' — •, • 
.(Fahrenheit) _\ \ . ' . • • 

1918-19 
-1919-20 
1920- 21 
1921- 22 
1922- 23^ 
1923- 24 
1924- 25 
1925- 26 
1926- 27 
1927- 26 
1928- 29 

Dec. , Jan, ..Feb. 

34,9 • 30,0 '28,2 
21.6 16,4 22,0 
32.0 - , 29,2 29,1 
30.6 23,9 • 28,3 
28;i •25.4 20;5 
37.6 21,5, . 24.8 
24,5 21,6. 30.2 
26.7 24.2 . 25,'8 
26,5 24,0 -.' .. 31,6 
30.1 25.5 • 27,3 
33.0 '21.1' 23.1 

Trend , i n -
Water' l e v e l ' Muskrats '•' 

down 
s l i g h t ' u p . 
s l i g h t ,-down 
down 
s l i g h t up 
down 
^ s l i g h t up 
up 
up 
*p • • 

decroas.ing 
low-. 
l o w , • • • 
low - • • • 
low 
low . 
low. 
'increasing? 
Incrc'asi ng 
i n c r e a s i n g ' 



1929- 30 
1930- 31 
1931- 32 
1952-33 
1933-34 
19 34-35-
1935- 36 
1936- 37 
1937- 38 
1938- 39 
1939- 40 
1940- 41 
l94S.-<::2 

Burning 

Dec. 

27.1 
26., 7-
35,9 
30,0 
28.3 
.27,0,v-
.25.8 
31,4 
25.0. 
28,9 
33,1 
10,9 
not a v a i l a b l e 

Jan, 

23,0 
27,6 
36.4 
34.5 

••• 29,3 
.-.24,7 
22.3 
29.3 
23,8 

• 26,1 
,17.8 

Fob, 

32.5 
32.2 
34-,l 

• 28,6 
1S;4 
26.6 
15,9-
28,3 
30.4 
26.3 
25,3 

not a v a i l a b l e 

Trend i n 
Water l o v c l 

high l e v e l 
'dovm " 
a l i g h t up. 
doTvn 
down 
s l i g h t up 
s l i g h t up 
up 
high l e v e l 
high l e v e l ' 
• b l i g h t down * 
down 
p r o b a b l y down, 

L(iuskrat8 

i n c r e a s i n g 
high, 
high 
decreasing 
d e c r e a s i n g 
l0T7 
low 
low? 
i n c r e a s i ng 
I n c r e a s i ng 
high • 
d e c r e a s i n g 
low 

The"quest ion of marsh b u r n i n g i s d i s c u s s e d below. 
On the .basis of the, small amount of evidence a v a i l a b l e one 
h e s i t a t e s to make a p o s l t i v e statement but burning seems to 
have had 'ho e f f e c t on i;iuskrats. Where, as" i n the case of 
the Sanctuary Pond, a f i r e a c t u a l l y makes a new pond where 
formerly a marshy meadow stood, i t Is o b v i o u s l y h e l p i n g 
the muskrats, ,but i t would not .thus . c o n t r o l - t h e i r " f l u c t u a t l ons 

Diseiase 

There i s no evidence of disease.. This a p r i n g t h e r s 
was evidence t h a t many t u r t l e s had dled.'ln the marsh i n 
winter, but the.cause of t h i s i s assumed to be low water 
p o s s i b l y combined with deeper then average f r e e z i n g . 

When'muskrats emigrate from tho marsh as they . 
o f t e n have done they d i e of s t a r v a t i o n or are k i l l e d. .b y 
p r e d a t o r s . ' ' . . . ^ ; 

Predators , . .- . 

Many pr e d a t o r y animals take muskrats from time to 
time, but the depredations o f most are not important. 
The muskrats are not o r d i n a r i l y a c t i v e by day. Owls.and ,. 
raccoons undoubtedly make f o r a y s i n t o the marsh at .ni£ht,;. 
There are one or two .pairs oif great horned owls'.onjthe 
p o i n t but t h e i r f o r a y s over tho marsh must be r a r e . On 
the other hand t h o i r value i n c o n t r o l l i n g r a b b i t s i s g r e a t . 
Raccoons make extensive f o r a y s i n t p .t,hc marshi, v i s i t i n g 
a l l p a r t s of i t , . Some nay.even spend much of t h e i r time 
i n i t . However, there i s l i t t l e evidence of depredations 
on muskrats. Snapping t u r t l e s are not uncommon and may 
k i l l a fen muskrats. On the dyke I -.a .domestic duck 
escape from thc'g.r.asp of a medium-sized' snapper;.: and on 
the s t r e n g t h of t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n would c o n s i d e r t h a t a 
w i l d duck or a i;iuskrat could have escaped :cvcn mdre 
e a s i l y . The l a r g e s t o l d mossbacks c o u l d . c a t c h ,ducks 
or muskrats, but there ia, every .reason f o r b e l i e v i n g that' ' 
the more s l u g g i d h f i s h e s and amphibia are much' jtiore 
o f t e n taken, and they are much more read^lly .aval.lable, 

The only predatory animal that i s s e r i o u s l y 
considered In connection with the d e c l i n e of the muskrat 
p o p u l a t i o n i s the mink,- Mink are very fond of muskrot 
f l e s h and'presumably hunt and k i l l , them . r e g u l a r l y . 



S t u d i e s ot.the food h a b i t s of mink have shown that i n 
summer they f e e d very ' l i t ' t l e on war-m-bloo'ded animals,, but 
i n winter these become t h e i r c h i e f source of • food, " 'Mi.ce 
are most important, hut mus-kra'ts and' rabbits', a l s o have a 
p l a c e , . • .• • ' . ' 

I t has alrfeady been p o i n t e d out t h a t mink reappeared 
i n the park in- recent years>,and t h a t the two previous 
muskrat decreases, much as they resembled the,present one, 
could not be a s c r i b e d to mink.," As a-matter of fact", mink 
are present i n most of- the muskrat. marshes i n Canada and 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and t h e r e . i s no- e.vide nee that they have' 
a c o n t r o l l i n g i n f l u e n c e on t h e number'of muskrats anywhere. 
Stu d i e s have shown that under normal c o n d i t i o n s the number 
of- muskrats taken by mink i s p r o p o r t i o n a l to the a v a i l a b l e 
supply of muskrats^ 'and when the l a t t e r are scarce the • 
mink k i l l ' very few. I t i s , however,' p o s s i b l e to have 
abnormal c o n d i t i o n s .under which even a low p o p u l a t i o n of 
muskrats w i l l be preyed on by mink. A,paper "Reactions of 
muskrat populations' to drought" by Pa\il L, E r r i n j ; t o n 
(Ecology, Vol,20, 1939, P. P ,-168-186) re p o r t s such a-
conditionb- ' • ' 

Low water .^.evels- l e f t : a muskrat p o p u l a t i o n so 
exposed that l o s s e s from mink were heavy, E r r i n g t o n 
p o i n t s out, however, that most of.these muskrats were* • • 
doome d . anywa y. I t i s considered' tha-fc t h i s was the, case 
at P o i n t Pelee "'in the- winter of -1941-42,' The muskrats 
with, t h e i r normal., f o r a g i n g house-exits c l o s e d by low water'. • 
and f r o s t w e r e unable to escape when the mink attacked them,. 
Bad there been no mink they would have ended'-up wandering, 
over the park uplands, as they had done,so o f t e n i n the 
p a s t . There i s c e r t a i n l y no grounds f o r b e l i e f t h a t mink 
are a c o n t r o l l i n g f a c t o r on muskrats at P o i n t Pelee when 
they are not elsewhere. 

At present time mink are not abundant i n the marsh-,' 
In 1941 there were 24 taken i n muskrat traps during tho 
muskrat season. .In 1942 thero were 2 mink so "ta-ken. In 
both years there has ,been a l a r g e c'atch of mink j u s t out­
side 'the park,, on'the dyke and i n the drainage- d i t c h e s , by 
v^.vy .ef f i c i ent' methods, Mr. Chas, Tverne,' who spent h a l f ... 
a day with me in.'the mars'h, i s the.'princ;lpal mink' hunter, •. 
I t i s probable that- most 'of the park mink of t e h wander 
o u t s i d e and the f a c t t h a t mink are not common i n the park 
now,is due. to the number caught o u t s i d e . Since mink wander 
widely, and since o p p o f t u n i t i e s h t o capture 'thein are a f f o r d e d 
by' t h e i r wanderings "outside the'park, a'nd s i n c e , l o c a l ' , 
trappers have a c q u i r e d a h i g h degree of s k i l l ' i n ' m i n k 
hunting under loc a l co.nditiohs w i t h i n the few years s i n c e , 
mink have put i n an-appearance i t i s not c o n s i d e r e d 
necessary to make f u r t h e r t r a p p i n g 'concessions by'a1lowing 
t r a p p i n g f o r_ mink .in the parkp 

Summary , . ' . . ' ' ' 

With"'regard' to- muskrat shortages' at P o i n t Pelee the 
f o l l o w ing f a c t s a r e e v i d e n t : 

1, The Point Pelee Marsh, i n c l u d i n g ponds, has an area of 
some 3,000' acres,. I t s water l e v e l f l u c t u a t e s wi th Lake 
E r i e c \ • . - -

' ' . (j . 

2, Of t h i s area open ponds and wet meadows,, extremes 



uhfavourable to muskrats^ reduce the a c t u a l f i r s t c l a s s 
muskrat 'range to about 1,000 a c r e s . On t h i s range i t i s 
doub t f u l i f the p o p u l a t i o n has ever g r e a t l y exceeded 
5,000; 'In 1940, a rec o r d year,' the a c t u a l catch f e l l 

'•' • f a r s h o r t of the 6,000 l i m i t . I t i s evident that the' 
r a t s had even then s t a r t e d to. decrease, and that 1939ii 
when there'-was a SjOOO l i i p i t , was r e a l l y the record 
year^ but g r a n t i n g - t h i s , the muskrat p o p u l a t i o n must 
be lower than the estimates u s u a l l y made, 

3e R e a l l y high p o p u l a t i o n s occur only when the water l e v e l 
• i s ' high'. 

4# Decreases i n the muskrat p o p u l a t i o n come about through 
lowering of water l e v e l s o f t e n combined with rest'.i'i'.ctions 
of t h e i r winter f o r a g i n g a b i l i t y by f r e e z i n g of under­
water passages, 

5, Such events are c h a r a c t e r i z e d by winter wanderings of 
muskrats above the i c e . In recent years they have been 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i n c r e a s e d depredations of mink; These 
depredations are not the b a s i c cause of muskrat s c a r c i t y . 

Recommendation 

• " i t . i s recommended that the marsh be clo s e d to 
tra p p i n g f o r two years, i f hot' longer. In the meantime an 
annual winter house census should be made, based on p a r a l l e l 
compass l i n e s . The d i s t r i b u t i o n ' o f marsh v e g e t a t i o n should 
be mapped at the same time. ' * 

General C o n s d i e r a t i o n s 

Apart from the question of muskrat s c a r c i t y 
there are a number of questions of marsh management which, 
ought to be consi'd'-ered, 

- Burning the' mar^-h 

A great'many people b e l i e v e that the marsh s h o u l d , 
be burnecl over a n n u a l l y . In 1935 and i n 1934 i t was a c t u a l l y 
burned d e l i b e r a t e l y a f t e r recommendation and approva l . 
" U n o f f i c i a l " f i r e s have taken place i n 1919, 1920, 1922, 1925, 
1928, 1935, 1936, 1941 and 1943, At present w e l l over h a l f 
the area i s burnt by f i r e s consuming only l a s t year's dead 
s t a l k s . I t ~is necessary to conside r t h e ' e f f e c t of burning.on 
c e r t a i n p l a n t communi t i es as opposed to the obvious removal 
of V e g e t a t i o n which would otherwise choke the marsh. The 
most potent argument i n favour of burning i s the present • 
sanctuary pond. I t was a dry meadow when i t caught f i r e - i n 
August, 1936, and burned to mindr'al s o i l . When the water 
l e v e l rose next year i t became a pond and was immediately -.-
the best concentration^ p o i n t f o r rare b i r d s i n the whole 
marsh. I t was, however, a very s p e c i a l s o r t of f i r e . Only 
a thorough study of the marsh'protracted over s e v e r a l years' 
could give i n f o r m a t i o n adequate enough f o r a recommendation. 
I t i s l i k e l y that the f i n a l v e r d i c t would favour l e a v i n g 
some areas unburnt while burning o t h e r s , but the type of 
in f o r m a t i o n now a v a i l a b l e does not allow any c o n c l u s i o n . 



O u t l e t and Eaat Beach , 

The f a c t that there i a a reputed lag.between the 
water l e v e l of the marsh and t h a t of the laKe has been 

. mentioned, as w e l l as the f a c t . t h e t suggestions are o f t e n 
made t h a t the o u t l e t be reopened* T h i s may or may not be 
d e s i r a b l e . There i s no i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e on which to 
base an o p i n i o n i n view of the great number of f a c t o r s t h a t 
need c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 

The slow encroachment of the east beach on the 
marsh has a l s o been d e s c r i b e d . In my o p i n i o n a dense willow 
jungle should be e s t e b l i s h e d along the inn er margin o f the 
east beach to p r o t e c t the marsh. 

Duck Shooting 

When P o i n t Pe,*oe N a t i o n a l Paii'k was f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d , 
the question -Of whether or not duck shoo t i n g should be 
continued was c o n s i d e r e d i n the l i g h t of c o n d i t i o n s o b t a i n i n g 
at the time, and the matter was l e f t open by arrangements being 
made f o r duok s h o o t i n g on c e r t a i n days i n the open season, a 
p o l i c y c a r e f u l l y observed s i n c e . The q u e s t i o n i n v a l v e s more than 
the management of P o i n t Pelee N a t i o n a l Park, however, f o r t h i s 
i s one of the most important breed ing and r e s t i n g grounds i'or 
waterfowl i n e a s t e r n Canada, In recent years the p o p u l a t i o n of 
ducks on the c o n t i n e n t has d i m i n i 3 h e d , a s compared with that of 
the e a r l y years of the park, and t h i s together with the" importance 
of the P o i n t as a s t o p p i n g p l a c e , e s p e c i a l l y f o r some of the 
depleted s p e c i e s , l e a d to the c o n c l u s i o n that shooting should be 
c u r t a i l e d . The concession i n favour of duck shooting i s unique 
i n our park system, 

Duck B l i n d s -

At p r e s e n t there are i n the marsh a l a r g e numb.er 
of soml-permanent s t r u c t u r e s such as the one i l l u s t r a t e d , made 
of w a t t l e s on a wood frame, with canvas and even.sheet metal 
used i n some i n s t a n c e s . Many of them have a wooden f l o o r . 
These s t r u c t u r e s are not p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g h t l y , and i t i s my 
understanding t h a t i n the e a r l y days of the park they were not 
allowed. Many of them could q u i t e f a i r l y ' b e d e s c r i b e d as 
b u i l d i n g s . T h e i r removal would improve the appoarcrice of the 
,marsh, • • • 

Sanctuary 

In August, 1936, a f i r e a t t h e n o r t h west corner of 
the marsh burned out vegetable d e t r i t u s down to the mineral s o i l . 
The area had p r e v i o u s l y been a s o r t of wet weedy meadow, but i n 
1937, with improved water l e v e l s i t became a pond, I t i s not 
connected with the main pond system, 

From the f i r s t I t becarje the chosen haunt of e g r e t s , 
snowy herons and othdr r a r e b i r d s , i n c l u d i n g a s c a r l e t i b i s , a 
s p e c i e s not ;p r e v i o u s l y known i n Canada, In order to p r o t e c t t h i s 
pond from i n t r u s i o n , duck-hunting p r i v i l e g e s were withdrawn from 
i t . 



Photographs 

1, - Unburnt marsh, note l i m i t e d v i s i b i l i t y , 

2, Burnt marsh. Note v i s i b i l i t y . 

5, Unburnt s t r i p i n marsh. 

4, Burnt marsh, willows probably k i l l e d , 

5, East beach, wind and waves; t r a c k s o f European hare on 
sand, 

6, S i c k b l a c k duck, 

7, S i c k b l a c k duck, s k u l k i n g , 

8, S i c k b l a c k duck, captured by Jlr, Tverne, 

9, M a l l a r d duck nest i n sanctuary, 

10, Mink hole in an o l d rat house-; the f e a t h e r i s p a r t of 
f r e s h remains of a g a l l i n u l e , 

11, Duck b l i n d . 

B i r d s and Mannala. 

The purpose of t h i s s e c t i o n i s to sumjjiarlz3 
g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s on b i r d s and mammals made A p r i l 29-May 
9, et P o i n t Pelee N a t i o n a l Park, e s p e c i a l l y i n re g a r d to 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n to the value of the area as a park-. 

B i r d s - Speoies observed numbered 132, of which 
94 were seen on May 8 alo n e . The m i g r a t i o n had not yet 
reached i t s h e i g h t . S p e c i a l notes are as f o l l o w s : -

Black-crowned Night Keron- This species nests on 
Pelee I s l a n d , I t i s thought l i k e l y that I t i s beginning to 
nest on the P o i n t , although no proof i a at hand. 

M a l l a r d - A number are n e s t i n g i n the marsh, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Sanctuary, where two n e s t s , both of 
9 eggs", were shown to me by Mr, Tverne, 

Black Duck- E v i d e n t l y n e s t i n g i n numbers, but 
no nests were found, 

Gadwall- One p a i r at l e a s t was present c o n t i n u o u s l y , 
o b v i o u s l y not n e s t i n g , 

Baldpate- Present i n numbers, apparently not 
n e s t i n g . 

Blue-winged T e a l - E v i d e n t l y n e s t i n g i n f a i r numbers, 
but no ne'sts were found". 

S h o v e l l e r - Seen only on A p r i l 29, 

Wood Duck- Seen only. A p r i l 29. 



Ring-necked Duck- Seen-only A p r i l - 2 9 . 

Canvas-back- Seen' only May 1',̂  

G r e a t e r Scaup Duck- Present .c o n t i n u o u s i y , but 
not nestings 

L e s s e r Scaup Duck-"'Presont up to May 2, 

B u f f l e - h e a d - Seen o n l y May 1, 

Ruddy Duck- Prcsnnt lip" to May,5, 

Red-breasted Merganser- F l o c k s of hundreds 
present c o n t i n u o u s l y , • . * - -

Turkey V u l t u r e - As many as four seen at once. 

' .Bald E a g l e - Two iiamatures seen at once on v a r i o u s 
days , 

Bob-white- Reported, but not seen, by me. The 
p o i n t is o b v i o u s l y much l e s s suf^ted f o r t h i s species than i t 
used to be. The c u l t i v a t i o n of t r u c k crops makec f o r absence 
of cover in'the f i e l d s In c r u c i a l weeks, and the development 
of camp grounds has removed the .ground cover from the i n t e r i d r 
o f.the park, nearest the f i e l d s , where the bob-white need i t ^ 
They f i n d some s h e l t e r i n the grape v i n e s along the shore, 
where I can r e c a l l s e e i n g them on a previous' v i s i t , but t h i s . 
i s not near enough.-'to the f i e l d s , ' 

Ring-hecked Pheasant- Very abundant. In view of 
the f a c t that the p o i n t i s not a hunting area the pheasant i s 
ae abundant as need bo, and i t i s obvious that n a t u r a l enemies 
have not k i l l e d any s i g n i f i c a n t number. 

W i l l e t - Two' on'the east beach,.May 2. • . 

Caspian. Tern- Observed May. 1, ' 

C a r o l i n a .Wren- Present i n the Nature^ Reserve. 

Hooded Warbler- Observed May 5, 

'Bluc-gray.'Gnatoa.tcher- Abundant .in m i g r a t i o n ; 

Leconte's Sparrow- Observed May 3, 

Mammals, ' " " 

P r a i r i e Mole- Runways i n a l l the dry p o r t i o n s of • , 
the p o i n t , i n woods and f i e l d s , and i n bare sand patches, 
o f t e n running down to the l a k e . T h i s species has been 
recorded at K i n g s v l l l e and Harrow, but i s common i n Canada 
only at P o i n t Pelee, , • . . 

Red Fox-'A few t r a c k s were seen and fozes are • , 
e v i d e n t l y not r a r e , - The r e s i d e n t s know only of red foxes and 
the gray fox e v i d e n t l y does not.occur. 

Raccoon- Abundant, One was seen. 



Skunk-* Not^ tihoc-mPion. Tracks' were seen r e g u l a r l y 
on the s ho r e s , 

Mink- Reported e l s e w h e r e . Abundant w i t h i n the year," 
but now £?educed i n numbers; ^ • 

New York .Weasel- Two seen. E v i d e n t l y not uncbmmon, 

Woo.dchuck- Not uncommon, 

Mu s k r a t - Reported e l s e w h e r e . 

Meadow-mouse- Common a t time o f v i s i t , A l a r g e 
n umberof. these animals must have been d e s t r o y e d by HH rsh' 
f i r e s , , ^ • • 

B a i r d ' e Mouse- Common, One was caught In the 
L a n g e l l Orchard, 

Meadow Jumping Mouse- One was seen a l o n g the 
bor d e r of the marsh, 

European Hare-One was seen near the end" o f the 
point-, and t r a c k s were abundant on both;beaches,* 

• • • • 
' , . C o t t o n t a i l R a b b i t - Abundant, 

V / h i t e - t a l l e d Deer- The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t t o l d me when 
I a r r i v e d t h a t d u r i n g the winter- he had seen a deer t r a c k . 
on the p o i n t and t h a t two deer had been seen o u t s i d e the 
park about the same ti m e , I l a t e r l e a r n e d t h a t deer had' 
r e c e n t l y been seen i n s i d e the p a r k . 

F i e l d work showed' s i g n s o f doer a l l around the' 
marsh and i n v a r i o u s o t h e r p a r t s of t h e park and p r i v a t e 
l a n d s , A r a i n s t o r m showed t h a t t h e r e was at the t i m e of 
my v i s i t , a buck l i v i n g on tho e a s t 'beach and two does on the" 
southwest b o r d e r of tho marsh. T h i s was . e v i d e n t l y a f a w n i n g -
season s e g r e g a t i o n . The tvio docs were seen by me on May 8, 

.These animals' c e r t a i n l y once l i v e d In the park 
a r e a , but t h e i r r e t u r n i s not a cause f o r unmixed r e j o i c i n g . 
At Rondeau P r o v i n c i a l Park the hard w o o d " f o r e s t r e g e n e r a t i o n 
was wiped out f o r y e a r s by deer and -thoy. c o u l d do i t j u s t aa 
e a s i l y at P o i n t P e l e e , T h e i r i n c r e a s e s h o u l d be c l o s e l y 
watched and checked a t the l e a s t s i g n of damage. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , I was t o l d t h a t t h e r e iras a c o y o t e ­
l i k e a n i m a l seen a t the p o i n t w i t h i n the y e a r , and w h i l e * ! was 
t h e r e , t h e r e was a t r a c k on the n a t u r e r e s e r v e o f an an i m a l 
which c o u l d have been a . c o y o t e , but m i g h t ^ J u s t as e a s i l y have 
been a dog, -Dog t r a c k s are o f t e n seen, and some of them had 
o b v i o u s l y been wandering a t n i g h t ^ a n d h u n t i n g . Dogs 
encountered' i n the' woods were v e r y f r i e n d l y and seemed to, 
sense t h a t I was i n t e r e s t e d i n w i l d l i f e , T h e S u p ' e r l n t e n d e n t 
c o m p l a i n s o f the d i f f i c u l t y of e n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a t i o n s 
which p r o h i b i t "dogs " r u n n i n g a t l a r g e I n the park, but p e r m i t 
i t on p r i v a t e l a n d s . ' • ' 

Recommendations. 

1, I t i s recommended t h a t a c a r e f u l watch .be kept 



on deer. On May 9̂  they numbered th-ree. At present' they 
probably have had a fawn i n c r e a s e ^ and may even number s even 
head. . ' . , . , . 

2, I t i s recommended that two s p e c i e s f o r m e r l y 
present .in the park be re-introduc'ed, namely, the w i l d 
turkey and the r u f f e d grouse. Both were once abundant but 
were shot out. C o n d i t i o n s now are c o n s i d e r e d q u i t e 
f a v o u r a b l e f o r the w i l d turkey, e s p e c i a l l y i f . a n a t u r a l 
area i s l e f t i n the pine-oak f o r e s t . Tho fenced nature 
area would g i v e them the undisturbed mid-day and n i g h t 
r o o s t t h a t they r e q u i r e and there are p i e n t y j o f f e e d i n g 
grounds which they.could v i s i t u n d i s t u r b e d i n the e a r l y 
hours of the morning. A l l i n a l l , the p o i n t i s considered 
as f a v o u r a b l e f o r w i l d turkeys now â s i t was i n the days 
of t h e i r abundance. At any r a t e , i t would be w e l l worth 
while t r y i n g them. The advice of the U.S. F i s h and Y/ild-
l i f e S e r v i c e might be sought regarding stoclt. 

Ruffed grouse would probably a l s o be s u c c e s s f u l , 
although i t must be admitted t h a t the best area i s not i n 
the park. Rather, i t i s the T i l d e n bush, where a t h r i v i n g 
young cedar f o r e s t e x i s t s c l o s e to a hardwood bush. The/ 
edge of the mature hardwood f o r e s t i n the present nature 
reserve would be s u i t a b l e as. would al s o be 'the s e c t i o n 
nearest the main road, 

. ' Buffed grouse f o r P o i n t P e l e e should be obtained 
as near as possible- to the park, because the grouse of t h i s 
r e g i o n were c e r t a i n l y of the h i g h l y coloured southern type, 
and not the Canada r u f f e d grouse. The nearest centre of 
abundance known to me i s N o r f o l k County, but they may 
be found c l o s e r . t o P p i n t Pelee than t h a t , Thoy should be 
taken under permit from the Ontario Government by some 
competent- person under the c o n t r o l of thts Department, 

I f coniferous, trees were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
L a n g e l l Orchard the success of r u f f e d grouse- would be 
beyond doubt. 

/ 
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