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A Chronicle of Atlantic Brant Records 

for the Maritime Provinces 

INTRODUCTION 

Records of Atlantic Brant (~ta berniota hro~) in the 

Maritime Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward 

Island date back to the fall of 1933. The information presented herein 

includes all availab1e records to June t 1974. The assembly of those 

data under one cover constituted the primary objective of this work, 

and was undertaken to provide an information packet for Canadian 

Wildlife Service biologists concerned with waterfowl management, 

surveYSt oil pollution, habitat studies, and assessment investigations. 

The assembly of information on Atlantic Brant will provide 

a basis for assessing surveys and studies of that species in the 

Maritime Provinces when such programs are undertaken. 

U1t1mately, this exercise in documentation will be rewarding 

regardless of whether it illustrates and supports what is thought to 

be known, and/or delineates what is not known. If nothing more, herein 

is a compilation of past data which reaches through to the present. 

It is a vehicle upon which present day decisions can be made and future 

information evaluated. Without such cornerstones, it is time·consuming 

and wasteful to start data assembly .fresh. A proper perspective to 

assess influences imposed by port developments, tidal power projects, 

oil spills, recreational developments, and yet unknown future schemes, 

alterations, and events is essential. 
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Info tt cl\PMftlo,ta1l1 

1ft T lea 1 7. Pllce n s in eb t. • 

£OI'II"ftQI:IOftd1n 1 1 cal fn feb rant 

_ ts r fer 1.$ s ctfttd 

(1) 

DN:Mntacl 1n rable 1 10c1 

• d 

8N."'lck. f FebNll'1 t 71 

f T 1e • 

n 30. 191. Hfs 

Tu,. 1 p.... tI 1 1 co • Tbf~ of ." ... 111 .. 

to coastal zone 

of,.. ..,to t HI"*"" incl va Scetfa. , 1 penatft '" cal .. tel'S of .Md' 
Ctpe le. acc 

Pus h1 aclJa t to 

II· 

'he ft , ully teb a " .. 2- t1 tic. Iftt tn 

vat,.1 IS 21, 19 • 

51 • •• tf.tas '0' • location ha r ,ero 

.aM f prol'. 11 0. * " f Joy " 1M2. 



3. 

aladi n ildl1 fe Servi c eri al survey st imu t es of Atl antic ~rant 

i tile Gran" r an ) arch1pel a, 0 extracted from Table 1 are as follows : 

~rch 31, 1967 - 3 675 
tlarch ?1. 1 72 - 1 , 0 
arch 0, 1 72 - 1,6 C 

A r11 ~6, 1 ~ 72 - 1.565 
1 rc 1., 1974 - 3 77J 

April 17. 1974 - 5.322 
~. y 21:. 1974 70 

The first av flabl st1 rn te cf t l tic r nt at ~c s B J 

few Brunswftkt \'/8S nade by Pet rs (1 939a ). 'e stat ed that 400 we 

h re on nay 7 1939, n h prov1 the prin(1 approxi mations of oth r 

cb erv rs f r t y ar as ran i ng f roi 1,:>00 to II~ nd". 

nt spr1 n r~ports for c s ay hav~ ran f r t il to 

6. 000, with J . t~ao st 1ma 1ng 10.000 rant i n 19 4, 195 , d 19;)6 " 

an d1 n ~ildl1 f ~ervi ce aerial surveys of ~ c s y located 27 on 

arch t 197 , and i07 a ~ 7 on rarch 1 an April 17, 1 74 

spect1vely. 

ner 11 t few Brant have cen ohse rved 1 n P 5S maquoddy Cay 

and adjacent ters. TIe h1ghesvai1 ble esti t of 290 w s 'de 

on -arch 30, 1 72. uu r 1n a 1 i ov nt ry of la er owl i th t region. 

Th first spring reeo f Atlantic Brant 1 . ~. st rn rlova 

Scot1 cam ro . r . H.F. Le is who st1mat 1 00 along the Shel burne 

county coast i 1 ~~ . '0 est n een obs rv doff t .1 

h lbum Count coast sine t hat t 1 • In 1956 and 1957, 20 and 10 

were reported at Port Joli and S ble River respect ively. At Cap Sa l e, 

Shel burn County S. S 1th por 23 n', r ch , 1961. The s . 

obs rver a in rep rt mo 5t numbers of 

0' 1966 to 1 6 ~ an from 1970 to 1972. 

h s ri n s 



4. 

Th ffrst .pring record of rant at Brier Island, Novi 

SeOttl. .... on rch • 1 63. Th e thousand were orted on 

that ate; howver. subseq nt Brant records for anyone date do not 

exc:eed 1.000 at r1 r Island. 

Other spring sightfngs for .tem ova Scotta ha .. been 

.. e at th Annapolfs Basin, Ch og Point. Argyl •• In 

lockeport. and p sent relatively few rant. 

r. Ind 



Ta 1. 1. Records 1 Atl.tic t 1ft coas,tal ct Scott.: 
Mudl to to 1974 Uclu -yet-

i - ~ :: E! 

Date 1) t .,.. 
I ' 

t 
_21 t. Is • 250 • ,. Gross CWS. '.Q. offtce ftlu 

19 
iiiCh 14 .,t 1*11 GfttId MaDan 2.000 LA. JaJ' M. • .. offle fnes 

1939 
IirclJ 19 .a .. leat I • • ' td MIn 5.000, E.l. ~O¥ M. P.q. offtce files 
1117 ces Bu. 1.8. 400 I. Peters Pe n. 1939a 
".,.tDg- $ s.y. I. · 1, I.~. [ftllS Ptets. lt39a 
-sprt •• Races us .. ".l tJkNas .. Pete"_ 19ata • • • 

L'&t r t I •• E.A. Jo, etIS. P.Q. offtce fn. 
1M1 
MiPdl24 .. r kent I .• nd Manan 10. E.A. Joy ews. p .4. office ffles 
,MI,Y 1'1 Maces 8&.1, I. • 750 .J .. ' arca & H.MHdall Pete". 1Mla 

1M2 
Mirch 12 Mar KeBt I., GNnd Manan E..A. Joy CWS. P.Q. office fl1. 

"'reb 30 Bay, N. • t Pe n. 1!44 

""15 flftr Uout to,lOO £.A. Joy' M. P.I.). offfc.e files 
_n116 as 8a1. M.8. t .• £. Ey os Pe't rs. 1942 
_rtl16 Cbuc: Harbour. .1. 2 Pete"_ 1M2 
Ap11122 ces lay. • • 3. Patel'S. 1 42 

'Of 

MI.J 1 ....... n about 20,000 £.A .. Joy ellS. p .Q~ offfce ttle. • 



Table 1.: B btet kott.: 

:1 -

loc.\i I) t ,. I 

Jm 
15 'ete • 1943 ~ • • p • ft 

rea 20 • • • t lAO te • 1 U 
-81¥. • • 8 ,t 41. Pete • 1943 

1944 
rcb21 • • • • 1 44 

APril lal I •• • E. ~ I'l. 1944 

lMi 
'1iiiCh 20 .. • • Z U , .1MS 

D • • • 4.000-5.000 PSt 1945 
Apl112 111. • • 7. ,. , 1945 

J'1J 21 s.y t Pe .. '9. 
Ap1'1128 Maces Ba,y, • • tars. 1945 

1947 
Dsp,... • Bty. IY ", 1 7 • • 

1 -""III- ellS, 1955 

·sprf • ... S lay. .8 ... 10 • 'I. lCIH CIS. 1955 

1 5 
SPrJi C •• .s. 1. H.F. s • 1955 
Spli 5.000 hl1 C • 1 5 

J1ttt • $ Bay. .8 • 10. .J- ars. 1955 0--



Tab1 1 • 

• 

1 
ljrfeg 
Spt"t 

1957 
sPiti 
Sprfag 

1961 
Airdt 4 
..J 9 

1162 
xPifl 21 
., 18 

141126 

1 
Iireb6 
Mlf'dt 9 

n 10 
1 

April 20 
ril20 

:.arch 3 

rchll 
Marcra 14 

Port .loU, .S. 

le Ilt ... .s. 
Of Barbour. 1.8. 

Sabl. .s. 
0uW1" I.. Grand Kaftli. 

0. .8. 
8. 

8r1er Isl • .s. 
Po1R' Lap,.... •. 

S 8ty. .a. 
St. AIltIINhd • 
Maces 
laces a.r. 1.1. 

D aPCbt,ela 
Deer l$l.ad. 1.1. 
St.. .t I ... 

20 
10.008 

1& 
4.000 

!3 
20 

• MIl 

J .. '~ laM 

.f. lewis 

J.F" l«M 

s. Sldtb 
, • . f'a .. 

P. PU," 

• P .. Pearce 
i. Wtlcoa 

w. lent 
2 ,. Puree 

SO 

200 :Ceo NY 
1,000 2.000+ 
50 - 60 ,. Pearce 

6. 
p .. eat 

150 

rial s...., 

Car r. 1 56 
ta ..... 1956 

Dlrtl tt. 1957 
Bartlett. 1957 

H.S • • S.« •• 
pee 

PII" • 
pen. a.. 

1961 

1. t , 1. 13(3) 

I.S.8.$.N.~ Ju 1963 
pen.~ 

t. • VOl. 14(2) 
t. • , 1 .. 14 (2) 
t. H .... VOl. 14(2} 
rs. c-.. 

flat. 

t. 
• Vol. 15(2) 
" Yol. 15(2) 
• Yol. 15(2) 

.... 
• 



!!D. ." 11 

1 24 

196& 
Jfailib 17 

·1961 
iireaS 

IIrCIl J1 
IlI'Cb 31 

- 24 

19&8 
RiYal I! 
krcb 25 
Aprtl 16 
. ' 2S 
...,24 
1969 
Rlnlll tJ 
April 6 ...,-

$' • Ii 1I . f 
_ _ $ fl 

1} 

.. ,..,. . . ... 

.Qape $1.,1_. M.S. 

hluaq Y Bv. R.i. 

~ •• 8* 
Ita: Mead. It ... 

Cepe kble. . S. 

RIi>'f':lP lsI • B .. S. 

cue 1ab'ie..S. 
cape SIble. M.S .. 
, e .. · lsI. I.S. 
Irler 1s,1 • I. $ ... 

IMe 1$1 '. 1.5. 
e .-Pt..I..,. 
Irtv lila '. .5 .. 

9 

ftN·_-t 
'ZiO 

m 
3.* 

3S 

500 
25 

~ 
12 

138 

1.000 
45 

SO 

II. 
S .. -itlt 

S. Sdtb 
E,. tGek 
E. £GOJ. 

If. l .t 
E. Us 
I. Amtet'SOft 

t. • , -,. '1(2) 
I.S.. ..$.ft.. ,. 1(1) 

t. ~ _ Vol. 11(2) 

t. • ,1a 16(2) 

s. 5 ..... tot. 9(2} 

CWS. 1 survey 

01$. aert J Sttn.,
Q1S. I nil $Vtfey 

I.S.8 •• 1. •. , '.1. 9(2) 

.5.8.5.1 •• Vel. 10(1) 

.$ ... 8.5.8 .. y 1. 10(2) 
8..5 .. 8.$.' • Vi). 10(2) 
I.S •• $ •••• Yol. 1'0(2,) 
1 .. $.8.$.1,.. Vol. to(2) 

B.5.9.,$.. • '01. 11(2) 
I.S •• 5 ••• .• '.1.11(2) 
I.S.·8..5.8 •• Yol. 1'1(2) 



t 1e 1. Sco ta: 

2 .. 9 s. .s •• s ••• 1. 12(2) 

20 1 s •. s ••• . 1. 12(2) 

April 17 • • • 4 E. 115 .$.. .$.. " .. y ~" 12(2) 

April 1 • .$. 1 E. Mins .5 •• 5 •• , Y 1. 12(2} 

April 19 • .$. E. Nfll. '.S.B.S ••• ~. 1 l2l 
May 1 - 21 9- . .. 1t5 £. Mnls .s. ·.5 •• , 01. \22 ' 

1971 
ifUih 2 s . .s •• s •• , Vol. 13(2} 

22 .s .. Kirk s~ .. . _ • 01. 13(2} 
0 rn 1 fte .. Isl • .s .. £. ,"11s .s •• S •• , Vol .. 13(2) 

1 1 I , • $. L • .s •. s .. , . 1. 13(2) 

.n 27 J r. .s. L. •.• s •. , yot. 13(2) 

26- .S. I;: E. Uls M.S. s. o.. 1. 13(t} 

1912 
Mira 10 5 s. ttl .s •• s •• , 1. 14(2) 

rdl21 . . 7$ • CWS. aerial survey 
Mare 21 1,6 C • als '1 

21 1 .. 
275 n ITt 

• ., .. ~ . 11 & T1 · • a Jial 
345 11 & 11 CliS. M 1 s , • . • 

ita • ~ . 1. C • a rt 1 SU"'1 



tabl 1. 

972 (coat'4.) 
.Iji'if} 26 

Aprflt6 ~ 

Aprfl26 ita 
AprilIRQ' art.,. Isl 

lis s. 
e 24 rie .. Isl • s. 

April 15 Ir1 r 1$ ., • S ... 
... 11 16 f 

15 » .S. 
~ 4 • · .. 
197 
Maret. 19 Ma 5 Bay, II. • 

Pas • I .. 

raRd » • • 
f"Cb 19 it .He.ci. • • 
111 11 

April t7 
r11 11 

Apt- 1 17 cI" 8. 
May 11 ~ I' Bay. .8. 

1 • 
528 ,. 

'.031 ... 

3 ( .. Hins. 

• 

• son 
2 I • 
6 

IS 
1 COl ter 

2 7 M. n 
M • 

2.139 M. Ba 

1. M .. 
20 A .. 

347 A. 
3.205 A. th 

2.ll7 A. itfl 
1 7 A.- lb 

C 

e 

C 

C 

C 

.. . 

• • ri t .$ my 

• 1'1.1 rvey 
1. 14(2) 

J • rial s '3 

• rtal 
.. S .. . .. S •• , 101. 15(2) 

1. 15(2) 

• aeri.l surte;Y . .. t. 1. 4(4) 

• ae"tal 
, . .1 
, .1 au", 

ews •• rfal s 

• aer1.1 SUI' 

C • rial 
t • 
C • . ",1al s 
C • Ftal $ PftI -$I 



T •• l.1. 

:te 

191! (CMtid.) 
21 Q 

21 The 

'*&clad'., ob 
,,. .... 1, t 

ManIA, ... .... 

1 I· 

t 10 coastal soutMst.en lew 8fttDSWt" .tad ' ... te", 
1974 (1au::lu .. tve)* (eonttflUe4) 

Scott.: 

,tion sOQfte 

5 

3 

A.. SMtth 
A. S'ldtb 

CWS. urial survey 

ClfS •• Mal SQ'f'ftY 

1911 to 1973. Those retof'ds are ntd 

(liS • Caaadf.n wt ldlt fe S4PYtce 

" .• 5 .. 8.5.Il- • rei SacteQ' Newsletter 

t. flews • tatura 

.... -• 
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Figure 1. Location of Atlantic Brant 
Brunswick and western Nova 
1974 inclusive. 

sightings in southwestern New. 
Scotia: March. to June 1935 ,to 

, ' 



13. 

(2) 1 •• , .. Ip,1 .1 A 1 tic B 'It t ... 

8ruMWt. b1 V. Sa ley: ,.,.,,1971 to Ap1'11 30. 1974. 

1t1 .. ley .pp1, ....... ,., 
d a ). Mil n, , 1 7. t'. tadl, ftntct 

,of '1 • .v.n'btl1~. 1 1 U 

t ... to tc n. I ring ratt • Locatt cttetl f 

9111 . 1 tif1 tn F19"" 2. 



III (Figure 2) 
j -

l!ll 
f r1 27 rof' 'tnt 

1 
2 5 r 

100 hf,,. 
6 700 1 eo" SaftCWlr, 

ft ,.1 t 
10 700 c;ov. 
11 300 $etc. tu • .,. 
1 1 
1 s· 111. 
17 400 1 COy. Saact»ary 
1 1.000 rbetr 
0 400 Thorouth'l ... 

22 _.000 co. 
23 ." 
2 70Q Pofat 
2 4, Ma 
27 Seal Co - SUCtu t1 
2 1. mCo 

1. ' Seal CO" Sa tual'1 
at 2.080 Tho f.,. 

,n 1 3. nc""t PI t 
! 200 Seal C " SUdUa.,. 

1 C ft " NlCoft 

80 Seale" Salle.a", 
1 7GO lCo Sane'-" 



1 • 

ft ... .pt1 . counts of Atl.· t1e r ... t at 'ra MIllin, 

runs ct. bl Y. 1.,: F "'"" 1 71 to April 
1174 (con'tt edl 

e f 



Tel>l. ,_ 

.. 
,17 2 

4 
16 

March 1 

17 
18 
20 

"-7 
29 

,H 4 
'1 
n 
12 
13 
11 
18 
19 
:1 

21 

:4 
2S 

1 ..... 

u of Atlantic 8nnt at Grlnu IWf.l4IR. 

1.1'~ febPUlry 1971 to Alan1 30, 

Atllftttc Br.nt L (,tturf! 2) 

150 Qnnd Harbo" 
700 flIftCroft Point 
500 Ilftcf"Oft. Potnt 
400 VooMrdl 

f~ Potnt 

200 SHl Cove Sanctuary 
,. eo .. 

250 lJonQ'Oft Point 
300 Seel Cove Sa~w • .., 
350 Bancroft Pot .. t 
50 Ross' 'sla' 
70 Seal Cove Sanctulry 

100 See1 Co,. sa •• I.., 
200 Thorougbf,re 

CCQ Ito .. ' I.'and 
1GO SMl CO" s..tva 
400 SU 1 t.v. SUe_I" 
700 Bancroft '01.' 
80 WoocIwIl'dt CoVI 

2.000 Thoroug~i"" 

26 SUI COY_ 5aactuary 

1% Southern tiel 

600 Ifeodwards C 
U $til COft Slactua17 

600 
1,000 8aftcroft rct1 nt 

19 Sell Cov. Slnctuary 



17 • 

• 1. 2. 

I 

t Locati 2) 

1 00 neroft tnt 
2 1 .1 Cove nctua" 
3 1 Thorou 1. 

0 1 ,. tuary 
00 

100 
2 d 

1 ~ roft Potnt 
1 1 f .... 

2 11 1 Cove we.., 
24 ftCroft Pint 
U 13 ,..bf. 

1m 
lZ ncroft Pot., 
14 .. CoYe 

1 1 COte Sa f'1 

l' 1 .. 000 ira ur 
2,000 nero" Poil'lt 

1 ow .a" 
too ",Cove 

28 800 The bta,. 
2. Gr HI 

30 1.000 1 Co. actuary 

Aprtl 2 100 " 30 Seal COft c:tulry 

75 I' Isluca 
9 300 Seale",. nctuary 

10 200 Thorou .... 
11 coo Co .. 

13 300 ncroft 1nt 



1 J> 

T. 1. 2. 

2) 

~ (coat' .) 
1 1 250 ctu&"1 

24 10 

7 , 
16 
17 12 f'I 
21 5 
23 16 "' 

1 74 -
31 

5 ItICrof Poi t 

, ruary 20 1 croft '.fat 
22 4 lCO "1 

6 100 leo f'1 
7 rds Co 
Q roft Pi", 

14 1.500 croft tft' 
1 4 1 " 1 4 f'1 
1t 100 tuw.r 
21 
U 200 " 
2 2 W&r1 
2 2,000 S, -ur 

27 1 T feU f .... 

Z 100 
110 "1 
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Figure 2. Locations of Atlantic Brant recorded by V. Bagley 
at Grand Manan: February 1971 to April 30, 1974. 
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their traditional diet of '9r •• S yet .... y otilen win I' tft Ny. 

along southern "-""1 where tt. has n 11 tt 1 or no covery 

of 19""s. In the latt.r lo~tion • the prine1p 1 1< 

be • a-cabbage (In • .nd .~Jra) and otta r ., gae. it 

eo,..spondence f,.. F.C. Uncoln to H.F. Lewis on Aprn 1. 

1936 (ellIS fne., bee office) contained t fonowin, .,d wtnter 

Brant .stl tes, 

State Atl.nt1c 8 ..... t 

Jersey 25-,500 

• r,ylanJ 7.200 

Virginia 7.000 

orth CartHna 8.200 

Total 41.g 

The a)st ad qua and cCIIP'" n,1ve 1ft to.., of Atlantic 

Brlftt is JanUlI";Y Atlantic Flyw&1 S, t CeQ.. TMt 1,.fMwry 

is described and past data analysed by Ferrigno t .,. (1973). 

Data froGJ the January Atlantic Flywty 8rJnt Cen.us I . 

pre •• ted 1n Tab 1 8. Brant n n lJetuat.ed wi 1y en 

appaNfttly pl1 .. 1111 in ,",'POft .. to bned1ng ground .ucces.or f.U"re. 

and secondarUy to winter conditions and hunting rtaHty. -tutfons 

of tho .. factors .... ulted 1ft the .rked decline of rMt ·f 213.,500 

in January 1968. 40.700 1ft January 1973. A f.YOu .... bl. b""tng 

1eU0ft tn 1973 

(Tabl. 8). 

l.d the rant population to .t 1973 
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" rs 0" '1. on the south sfde of Cape Cod. .. Suford 

(1903, fft t. 1925) describecl lite April cltpart .. ,. of rut ". --1 flats 1_dtattl,y south of cape COd a. bet"g coaatal1, 

or1.tech .... Yer, t (1125) 11t Nfe nee to ishop (1921) "POrtH 

till, -theN 11 ,pparentl, an occufon.l , if not regular. offshoot 

,.. the .t. fl1",t. whfch .1~ ... tes ovI ... land fro. Long Island to the 

t. IAWretICe atftr •••• But tIM .. fn fUght. when it 1 .... cap. 

Cod. flt .. no ..... -... tward to the Ba,y of ft.md3 . aero., tie Mdt of Nova 

Scott. to tn. lulf of St. Lawreace. 1n the vicfn1ty of Prince Edward 

Ist .. d.-

nt (1 25) froIt his observations .0n4 those olothert ,ulOUted 

that the •• r11 ."-y flight arriv.' at Sept 1"" IIY consfst of Brant 

1II.,.ttn, ft .. ,. a. they entered 

southwest. That ts postte to 

ay at Sept Isles froll . 

late MIy to e.r11 ~ fligbt, 

I"IRt which .tered the Ny by 1ft •• surly route. Lewil (in Bent. 1925) 

attl'1butad that flf,ht ••• t1 .. te4 at "at lealt 60.000n as ~nl 're. 
PriEMi'd Illtnd Mel fnclud1n, · practically the ent1,. specfe •• " 

1M fan fl1gh' 01 Atl.ntic rut wu .,cr. d h, t (1925) 

It follows: 

~wt r COleS e.rly 1n the far North. &hd the Bran\ are 

forced to .tart their f.nlligrat1on .,.'y1n sep"'r 

or even in la. August. The route cl1ff,rs Oft1y slightly 

fre. thlt taken in the spring. They now .tgrate dcMt the 

west coast of HucIIoft Bey. Cro.1 •• stem CMadi to tM Gulf 
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f t. , they da lata in s.,...,-. 
• of v SCOtt. to III of ,..,. ..... 

,. thQ "'.," 1. to 

fa.. t, fUgb' 

rf .b"' ..... , 
tr ,. ,. 1 ts 1)' Dca "'" scatter along 

t. Un It ., 'ayo ,. 'IM» unttl Will 1a 

wi gr.-
11,. f It. 1'" i lust f rold s. ,. .. " 

titt I. Mtl NCOrcII Oft 

A" 

nsf 10811U 

lWPI .. dt,. 1 U. 

•• ,-"t .. 

.ft6I~"". TlaI.\ ta i. ... .rbalia ta 

• 

of 

, 10.000 a ,t • 

t.n of , 27 

,. ,. 
· .. 1 ......... t. 

t kt 11ed 1ft l • "tic 

.,.. ktn of ducb· d • .....s.-.) 
iMd (Pt ..... l' ). • 1ft re·. report cont ..... 11.""" wi 

• ,.11 .. .,.ttOft pnwt bl (112'). It .111. If' 

tat , ... t prtor to 1. 4fe-oft .... , U. fan ,.t 111 .... '1 • 

....., ..,If of St. 1M .,. rJ 

(1144) ata (to Marttl •• ) _'" .4 

rt. • ,tlll" tft ,. 

ttl 1aurnl _I..... -JMal"1 at 1934. M.'. Lewis 

.... , 4t... ... IN.. I of 1..... ,. .f aNa' 
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pas.tng tilt Marftt. Provinceslu, fan without stopping. so. of 

theM btrdl ~ "1ft ... ,...1* 'roll stopptftg because of local .cal"Ct~ 

of .'rl'l. Many 0' theII I'" reported to hive paasecl loon .fter 

"..... t feb WIS usuall, 'Irly. Their 'l11ure to stop was 

pres 11 d to the tce-bouncl concH t1 on of the bays and llgoons. 

It f. Mt .... tbl. th.t st of the r.t. for ........ son 

or another. PIS'" the Mariti. Provinces lut fin without stopping. 

Offictr T" ' a,1ate of their nUllbtI'l tile,. last f.n -.Y be quite 

correct. Ind 14't the total ,,"'r of _riCIn arant Oft the Atlantic 

coast _ ha" been II hip u 200,000. It of who. wre obs.rved 

Unl. or not at an .. fore they,.a,hed the COIst of the Un1W 

"tes. 1t 

In 1947 J 1949 to 1969. uacl 1n 1961. the tIft.dfan Wndlif. 

Service with the co-operltion of tile u.s. Fisb and WndUfe Service 

... 4 '''te .... ted tAd1y1cluals .,.uin ,.cords on gra d .u"'1S aftd 

obunlti •• of Atlantic ..... , in the Maritt. Provinces. Excerpts 

of .... rtpOrts perta1nt. to rant a ... pre •• ftted 1ft Appendix IY. 

In general t tho.e survey. rep ....... ' a continuatton f .ar11.r 

reco1"ds .1""t.d by Pturs .". 1938 to 1946 inclusive. 

801er (1147) prov1ded a .-"pectift Ngarding tite f.n 
fl1pt thro" the MaritiMa s1ftC1 the dte-off perfod of .1VlsS. 

Ke sta d that -the fall aigr.tfona are .ttll Dell1,lbl.. Practically 

"0 Brant Mve been shot 1n New ...... t« since the ",-openfng of the 

s.ason fn 1M .. It 

AM.r 9ro" surYe1 report for tbe Mariti ... by Addy and 

Cooch (1951) ,.lated that hunters and ob.,"," nported 1ftC ...... s 1n 
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.. • prift, 'aU fUlhts of taMdt ..... 1ft t. That_ 

.... true fer .prt ... f1 tt" of ' rut • attl wI_., 
,,... pt .. taUt 11,300 fft 1 50 "nUl 111.600 1. It 2 .... ,leN ... 
of .pproai tel,., (f rrt · It al .. li73). HowIver. whIR 

_...c.'a, r1I of t " ft .. , .. ,.,.. or .. 'Sa , 

a1 fI' Qat WIt . ",d 0 . p f. . ,. r ., 

__ . ., • . "tcul.,. ,tta .. 

CTt'iall, WIt 

..,..t' 

yea,._ . For 'tHt N .. Oft 1 

t· ... I fa ", ... UI"" (V 1. J(l)}.,. '" ttl. 

, of .... , .tlf'ttId uri.t" ' f ( 

• .,...1 n. thtN .twi.. ,. p ...... d.Oft .. 24. 1 2. 

ne .. ,. ........ t the of swick t " C of 

• wltn. .. "POrted It fn ric 

.. (1 1. 4). . - ad ', 

.., of Qallur i 

., atft.,. 

f.l1 .... ' VI Scotia '"' SocIety letie"-

'MV 30. 1 1 to .Jul,. 1 7S)coatlfa fo11ow1" two f. n ,.porta of 

.. " --- !BY!' IjoJA 8t!!t " .. S.!!S!""l~t • .! 
lVA Hoftb tN" 9 • lH1 

til. t. MiCh. • C.,. atet 1& Yo1. 10. 10. S 
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Only of the n rous f 11 s rv 'Y flights conducted by 

the CIne 1an Wil 'ife Servic rs '1966 to 1973 1nclu$ive 

s r¥ d at a'e V rte on 

Th . fa'il ' co $ proYi d boy 6 con ti tut 

all cor $ and scriptt AS of rant flights 1 e aware of for 

tn p "fod. Those CO aN 19re nd stron 1y tnd1cate that now 

11 ttl. n 01' stoppt WP 0",," 1n th co ta 1 I of the 

' rttt Provinces. 
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DISCUSSl 

Atl ttc ..... t t. .. ... tt. Proft.... t • 

• t Ma' ..... WiIIt ........ . rt of 1 •• 11 4O,.an. 

at ...,. .. obtai ... b)' CAd 4Wf '1Pf1. t 

f tl'. 

• n 1.,... 1114 to \974. 

A CNd-l • ..,.cf.lly of "1'1, .. ,' tel. t ... 

cndfbntt1 wilt uat rtf la" lan, 1 

_ .. _ pM 1,.11, fft • .....fck ,"0' to 1 /I 

f .... data 1.n 
.. D,". 'I let tt t. ,.,., tbI .. ta ... 

_. at • """cula, t.. .,. ...... tiN of t1.. If t 

...,., f 1 u. ,t a' ~ Pr1 

E 1.,_ htt .. , 'art *12"" 15. 1974 (pen. ). 

toalfortdafiw " ta Ulat,.rt bt · • 

.... r. it t 1M tal .-. ... of Nt p' ...... , 

to, .. ,,,rt ... 1. d tttat .. 10 tIletr ..... , 

Jlltt£1IIM1WI .,.. Mal 8 .. 

",.IINI.wI 
., 1nI'. Uttl. t •• 

tI provf , •• t Yllf 

flt 

Utlt l1'li. 'RIIltlft1ft~I!A.' .. &aClNIIIId It ... ,t. il~ •• " .. 

..... , f diltt BlU'lltau. LikeWise .. Mal • .,..,. 

., • ........... .. flm .1, to 

tftc .t ............ 1 .1IJ!W1 ..... 1. ."t •• of of 

... t.... t., •• coutU .. a' • partt.'.r tt.. Atrial. " 
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proy1_. t.l ---,.11, ta ,. ,f •• 

..... 1 ......, or ... f ... f the .af fl1 t. If .... 

taco"", ... auo f.""tt t. t .. ftUIIIbe c • 

4f4 t,. 1 ft. 

Sprl U 0' Atl. tc I , • ..-tag 1a t. Sept 

1.1... . t • ..., few ,." • .-DOI4 .. 
(QIS fn .. , U.MC office). Mdttt 1 ta Oft Atl.tfc ftIIt 

1. 

1 

• atur:r f St_ L ........ l ........ f. V • 

serf. of 

1m 
1923 
'124 ,.6 
len 
1931 
193Z 
1933 
19M 
19. 
Ii 7 
19 
19 
1 
1141 
1M2 
1M3 

aN II 

60, 
40. 
17. 
63.400 

412.700 
7' •• ,0' 

100, 
71. 
1.37 
4. 
3.137 
4. 7 
I. 1 
4, 
1.142 
I,IU 
'.731 

t1 I 

" .re .... 412.7GO 

tad 1.,1 • It t. 

,. t 
c. Dot,. 
c. tre 
c. De're 
H.F. Lawts 
D. Talbot 
D. Tal , 
o. Tal t 
o. T.l t 
D. Talbot 
D. Tal t 
8. BUould 

c. 001 

IDIYII"'"Y t , UIOIIGIJ 

t tlr1 ,. 1 •• 

, • 'acto" 0' 10 to M li.tie. I offer ,. hall •• ,. tt is "'1 to .. w t 

H.f. ' ta partie'" 1. 1935 couat 1ft I si .. it • 



If the 1 35 , fs ly « - . all of 

to ecture. The b f,. 1 31 

. 1.. Cofncfdtat wi •• cttuge of 

SIp Ille .. U, roM te 9.731. It t. fo'''w_ ... 

t.t for pt 'tl. are ftOt .fln 1. 

St. 

t 

Atl tic 

FlJWI.V .J " ... , c.... . r •• ,. utt_. of 22,400 

Atl UtI,tad Stl 1 ) 

...... 14 '" a..tl i .. ·, - _, of '. at ,. lI.t 

(tn... offtce). 8Utd -t1 

., Dllsatl 

1." • -Val' tt 

... a· ... '"' that Ltwt ....... 1 •• 

s-,t Is'., 
..... at. popul. f 

4 it ., be - 1- Utlt 

.t",ted fta t 1 

If tnt's 
.... PI ~.ra .,. 

The ., ....... to 

• • t La Erie, 

Arat, 

_ear t • 

. mpof at 

.. 18 per cent 0' the 

1. ta sprt,. s1ace 1 35 ad 

, • t 

,. PMI,_ 

Ii • 

fteAMtd as 'ol1owta.l1W11' van.,.. Iued tbe 

far. a - , .11111 ... , •• tt 14 .., 

balk of tile ,..1., •• attntu .. ,lead t •• prt.. tile _ -

.. of "1Mt • 

1. •. tmtUCl"'tftCII to ft_,. Lewt., At C. (QIS fl-) t 

QUIt.offt.) perted four lit· "'tag ............ , , 
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""Acbvn' •• t • ,,..tat.f 19 ... (lbiG) alao provfdtd 

..... Of' "!»en f , fonowt 

t P, t. ,. Pi.. f.n ,... *',. of 

ai", .., 1933. A 1.'ter ,... "'11'.. tat (QfS 

ttl • <a1MrC off1.) USb ....... ,t. f 45 I t Oc: r 12. 

1., va .. , 26, 1." t~ . at , vall." 

t fa •• s " of a"'at ·f1 

fl. of PI • 20 W 25-

Apr11 12. 1124. ..,. 

sprt fan stlbttngs for 

OnteJ1. ,. ta.. Del " . 

p ••• to 12:00 p ... 

a .. M· .. of 

tano ,.t. of 

VMMIIII'LaU r1 

.... to be V. .fn at,..att route , "'Is spect" fa ........ 
f.... TIaI NeI~fI1M.1 , 1"1, .............. - ....... ,1. 1 • 

at . ~ta ,ut . • .... _ ... , Mtabl. NaIll'll t. of ...... t tet, 

IrIftt near ' .... , .,. IIi 1950 (I ttl.). 

Atl.tic t. ...NM at.. of 

Ai ..... 1ft .pPi (v. T. ro, rt. ) also t 11. 

t r 911111 (l. • •• "" .. --.). ft , •• 1 (,,". 

nat r..-tft tA tict"tv .f .... Lfs rei. Oft rt * t r1, 

d of 11', 11M. d tn ,.7 "70. ,. tIaeI· ,.. t. • Ph 

of 8 acru 1 • -"Y lau. 

fib ..... ' " IiNIIKI ............. 1 bIt I; 

st. (T 1. 2). As t. 

t • theY ,"vi 

wtn., t.to spr1n. 1ltt oa1, 4rtWb1ck t. 



'1. 
fact that 1t f. pbysfl1, 1 •• tbl. r '. alglt.)' to tt •• 

t1" \' • That 

do (Ta 1. ll~ 

rao r,. "9'11 WcIe Of 

nt (192 ) 

te cane 

t CMftOt, vide I. f~ ,. of 

sp,1 9 fl. t I "'11 " •• 

fan f11 t 0' rue "tq 

svat t 

fA to a,..1 

Of: r." ~!" .. fs MClecI b, vts rt'l report (P. , .... t ) of 

out 10. 

'all t 1921. 

rt tf s" lIid ~ftIba 

41'1 I 

S ,t I rve.vs 11 • 

ertt ,"leo I,'ud. 
tl t t 

• 

Alt 

, 
ttl "1, 

a 

mea 

• I telt 

txu., f coveN re 

as fn, ' tt 

1011 

tfta • ..,. ft t •• t 1. 8 , 

IJ flt tI: 

rf 1 

f. 

" local. 

,. 
serve 



.. • 1 

~ .... 13. 1966 

...... ,.1 
UI~ .. r 12. , 

,il 6. ,.7 

OCt .. ', • 1967 

HoYt,,·," .,. 1M7 

Aug t 2, 1 

Se"r_-
~31.1 

NaVi .... U'" 1 • , 

:.eD ... r 18, 1 6 

RO~ ..... l • lHI 

~""war 10. lJ70 

I 1 70 

RAW"", 20~ 1 7 

S8DtaIItHl',. 27. 1971 

" 

~MAl' 22. 1171 

, 1971 

S.,teIIb.r .1m 
~ .... n.l.n 
Oc ... 21, 1972 

Ro~"'ar 11, 1 72 

KoYfimee'r 15. 1973 

April 20, 1 14 

....... r. t '1 of 17. 1974. 

lOCI," .. tstt '*' 315 rat at TIIMtaUt (1 1 5). 

daly to -f Atl tic t t " " .... 

.. ,.. fourteea • ."n.l 1",to 197 1 , 

The, t 1,.11 1. fill JOte of t .t l .... t. tn 'M3 

of 600 wu talU... , 1.. 'i ' . til 

iliac u fa c r 27, lin • 

• 11 fan "'"Itt of. , 

&loal "" .1f f ft .. L"'UM:a 

~c:k ... 1 (Ult 1s. for 30 

10 tn r 18. 1 

f r 1946 to 1 73 tft lust 

of 

tr ft c:out of 

of 19 

t 

NCONs 

the rtb .... em 

, .. tUllllYr 10. 1 63, ud 1 .t P011\' Mt ud, C pe are 

lS. 1 • It •• of t. ,. t to te that that 1 second 
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for ca • The fi ·rs port of ight otcurre4 .t n's 

• 1952. 

F 1943 t 74 fotnt s - " fan . cordS 

1 nt John Rt ve" near , t1 

1 ghest co nt re at t 8S f'k 

Saint 1\1 rs Oft ftQ,mRII!M!r 4. 196.2. fit at Ken' t 1 

\11·1 20. 1962. 

bAallMft July a lS4 to 197 

Ptu.... It F d1 tiona' 'ark Oft -luly 17. 1'71. 

W& tly 111 tl.. us of tural1st. 

V 1. 2(4». T "01,1 records of at F r "'foaat , .... 

at KefJt 1st Ad, d ugust cord of r t at '"deric 

5 t rant ~ j . ,. 1ft the Mlrit1_ Prov'inc •• but that t . 

d limited. Since 1 3, the 

Ute_ltr .... portS f Brant tn 

POI' d 10 Itr1 rd Island. 1ba. '" II n 

, .... fi Br t d 1 n 'ChI 

sfnce 14(;1,_ TOday. t .fUl.,. cl 

r1t1 s 1ft n , clurln fall. l' they do s .. 

SJM!ft Stmtta.,. 

tta, Mel none 

ttlft 

tt s rift f.l1 

,_a."'" t 

1y "'1 lflltted 

topptng 0 a,. cun. The tVi nee IU om the ftrst hypO is. 

£Y n _ • It is fJ Un, tIllt. $ 1"1 of 8, ftt "fgAtt 

ugh - r1t1 tS · C • overland f.-. U. Gulf of S • nee to 

_ .f fund,y w1tb littl. stoppIng 0 r tn rftt I. 

I 1 that the 1 1 tttlevi4e to ,"WOrt · tuspi'C1 • 

The • I' toN of Atl t1c Bnnt 4ft the 

111:1 $ (Tol 7). S8 n rved at rtbpert. Nova Scott •• 
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December 26, 1964, was an unusual occurrence as ice condit1~~s there 
, 

commonly preclude such habitation. The two remaining December 

observations were of six each at Grand Manan, New Brunswick, on December 

31, 1967, and Brier Island, Nova Scotia on December 21. 1971. The 

available records indicate Brant are uncommon in December but a few 

may be observed in the vicinity of the Grand fanan archipelago or 

Brier Island. In addition to those locations, modest numbers have been 

observed once at Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia, and Pt. Lepreau. 

Maces Bay, and St. Andrews, New Brunswick, in winter from 1961 to 1974 

inclusive (Table 7). Recent observations tend to confirm that Brant 

are at least fairly regular inhabitants of the Grand Manan archipelago 

in winter, and numbers there apparently increase from December to 

February. Likewise the data in Table 7 show that the Grand Manan 

archipelago supports the only major number of Brant during that period. 

The winter build-up most likely involves birds moving north to the 

Grand Maflan region in January and February. 

In March to June inclusive, the highest number of Brant have 

been estimated for southwestern New Brunswick (Table 1). According to 

that data, several thousand Brant have been observed there 1n March. 

April. or May. Significant spring concentration areas there are the 

Grand Manan archipelago and the Maces Bay region. Across the Bay of 

Fundy in Nova Scotia, Brant have been regularly observed at Brier 

Island and Cape Sable in the 1960's and 1970's to date (Table 1). 

H.F. Lewis reported 1,000 Brant along the Shelburne County shore of 

Nova Scotia 1n the spring of 1955, however , fewer have been observed 

there since. 
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It t. ct ... , Table 1 that r t 

n .. l)Cf'$ tnc . • • 41y In 
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v. reh. April. d May. 

"itf If . south by way . ttem 

cotta (T 1 1), 

wick d •• te 

of va Scotta, d rei Island 

51. r1 the. peri 

I 

at · t Island. tna. lSi. D 

fanec,to 8t¥ (Tet,l . 3)~ 

of 

EI' of 1bt1 CG~. 

tlant!, COIIt f .1 

records t" t 1. 3 ttt. u. t few Jrlnt 

,f 9 .tgr t1Oft. , pt". 
eay of , fi 

va Scotta c;roo the ts ,. ttl 

ss1 11 t 1"1 d Straf • 

North of 

cRt. p st I ta 

tal Pr1ftC4 1s1 fck. 

MOOdt . t haw .... Observe 1 1 . r Satllt 

spr1 9 ,,1 tt (Tlble 4). Th. majority f 

r of April. The.Y $ at rlftt NY a 1 
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of 



Data -
1_ 

, sPrf .. 

.llU. 
Iil"ll 

.20. 21. 2l 

Mar! • ". 28 

If, 1 

..., 17 

..., 17 

...,11 

It Is 

," ' hfard J,l d 

Prf ce E I'd 1.1 

- rei 1.1114 

'11 .. I .. " Islaad 

," ' ,.. III 

". I_Pel 1,t.4 

'Pi, ' EeM ' 1,1_ 

lut .. ,.1 _..--.. ·.tek 

Pr1nce ,.. ls1 

1 ... , ' st, Iaw ,~ wick 

'7. 

2. 2 

1. 7 

• 
.7 

271 

... ' tid 11 as ""CI ... ",..., ... , t, ts .". .. , , Aprfl 

or ., ... ,..., of 'rM. fA COUfal "'DOt I rei til. wtn ..... 1 

tbe of t"rold.tel, 1.000 to ' .000 ' ft •• 



1974 111 1 aert.l. att. f 1.2 t 
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t. AI._",. II1ftt rant t 

at 1 
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.. tam 

• t weN t. 

WVUIMI •• '1 til Of 10.000 Atl.tic 
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, lIteratad tbr.-.LDA 

,. cat of 

NO ....... 191 • ... 

.at 1.f1 .... ~ 

• ddttt. 111 • 
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n1 .t 1. t. 

wi the l .. t f1 

d lalt am 

.. "Ipri" .. f 1937 

1.1 ,"ni ri.,1. 
tel forlMt 

.nw .... u UPlwan 

1M3. t 11y 

f. the d k fMQ' 

• n. eta' ft,., 

J 16. F 

rut • itt. Pro,. Ilttlr ftnt 
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• 

ftYII .... t., it t. 

~"'''I ......... te 

d 1a-i ..... Scott, ., 

__ .1'1 of Atl. t 

.tct t 

Mf't~.' 

,. Scott •• 
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PrtlCl EM 1.1 .. d. . d BI,1 t Chl1 res of 

arw.swtck. ' .r IA fa.f1att. · r. 1M' di.l t. appa . il, 

... ut 1 ... 1.' Wie,. ., ..ata tor t1.. "" .... '1 f 

... ....,. t. "...1, ...... 111.... t .. 

tDfl Mal.... ...... rut 

arrf •• ,1. eat. de Sept 'sl.., d to 1 •• .., Iftd rt.tt ..r 
.'1 to, wet" .., teCU'- It., .......... aaat I ... na" 

.Mati ui •• tot ·· ,.rture tu of flotb , .. tile MarIti ... . 

I as Uag tile ta .ru •• it IVftt tv 
INGt t 

1ft the 1I,.,t 

I.torr thro 

• .,1 tfCII.' 

,. ft ."" f • . ' sanati • of ... , fa flt , 

ProVi .. ,. Tblt Stat .. '. , tr atl"'. 
-., ,..tOll '-I tacoa. tcuo.... Ttte 

.t tile .,.pt pu .. n.pt. .peculatt , 
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AddJ. . .£. , 8. 'Coocb. l ' 1. SUney ,correspondHce It1 at CW$ 
offtce. Sick,,,,., N. I. 

___ ~, . 1151... , b ' 4fa tr; , 1'*"'1 fA ' " Maritt. 
It ' Prov'''I~ U.S.F.Il. .. " kt • ..,.11.1 UU4\ .. ' .. 13. 

rt 11,.. Atl ttt ,' 'NaNa t1lV.l. 25(3) to Vol. 21(3). 
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The Atlantic Brant and Eelgrass (zostera marina) 

in James Bay, a preliminary report_ 

I. Atlantic Brant in James Bay 

The migration of · Atlantic brant (Branta bern-

icla hrota) through James Bay remains largely unstudied. 

Earlier workers in the region suggested a northwest to south-. 
east movement of the brant through James Bay in fall, and the 

reverse for spring, with concentrations off northwest and 

southeast Akimisk i Island, Strutton Islands, and in the 

protected bay on the east shore of Charlton Island (Smith, 

1943) . 

A. Bourget and S. Curtis ~f the Canadian Wildlife 

Service and H. Lumsden of the Ontario Minis try of Natural 

Resources encountered brant at the above lo cati ons in the 

fall of 1972, as well as at oth er locations un both .· sides 

of James Bay. F1gures one and two indica te cunce ntrations 

of brant encountered during coa ~tal u r " (' ~. ~ J It the f a I I 0 f 

1972. Survey flights on October 4 and 12 h :t"t' :=;pcci fically 

flown to assess brant numbers thus sightinl:s "ere nut inciJent-

a l to s now goo~e ~e n s using. As 1 n I 97 1 (L U -1' .; ,! ell, 1 ~ 7 1 ) 
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Figu e Two 
'/ ,\ 

Numb rOof brant ~een on Oct. 12, 1972. 
Surv y covered onlly northwest Akimiski 
and ames Bay coaft from Attawapiskat 
to M osonee. \ 
Green areas indicite known or conjectured 
eelgrass beds. N definite eelgrass beds 
have een found f om Albany to Moosone e 

Cdr-~" .'. :.\,,,. but wind row s oc cur where it 

.2=:~~!...--+--

\ has washed ashore . 
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largest concentration of Brants were found along the North-

we!>t end of Aklmi::,ki Island and off Pisqua nj~t1 Pt. and North 

Bluff Shoal. 

On May 18, 1972 a total of 250 brants were seen 

at the southern end of James Bay, mostly near the mouth of 

the Moose, Harricanaw and Missisicabi rivers. Lumsden (pers. 

comm.) says that in late May brant are often seen migrating 

low over the water of such rivers as the Fort George, East-

main, Ruperts, Broadback, Nottaway, Missisicabi, Harricanaw 

and occasionally the Moose. This has been frequently referred 

to by earlier observers in James Bay and suggests the brants 

utilize the rivers from the east and southeast as aids in 

navigation. 

Brant numbers are difficult to estimate because 

of their dark colour, small size, tendency to fly in rather 

tightly bunched flocks, and their evasiveness with respect 

to aircraft. fhey often tlush at great distances trom the 

aircraft and In some cases considerable time was spent 

searching for, and chasing, flocks that one o f the ob-
• 

servers had noticed at a distance. 

In 1972, as in past y ars. brant seen along the 

o n tar i 0 C 0 a s tot .J l ra e ~ Bay w ere 0 f f the ti p" () f the poi n t s 

or, if not ncar the poi.nts, off shore u(·vond the 10\01 tide 
" 

line. Their tl'IIJl'J.-.:y to stay off sho re probably ac~ounts 

. :; 
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for the low numbers kil l ed b y hun ters. 

Hunting reco rds from o r g an ized fall r,oose hunting 

camp s along James Bay show that very f ew Brant a r e ki l led . 

Sal i sbu r y ( 1 972 ) has reported that in the per io d f ro m Au

gust 1971 to August 1972 Indians at Fort George kill e d an 

es timated 918 brants (328 killed by Indians in i nterviewed 

sample) . This seems on the high side when compared with 

other reports of brant hunting and may be due to a misunder

standing as to species identification. (For example, in 

explaining his tabulated data Salisbury states that he has 

lumped snow geese and blue geese with Canada geese under the 

heading "geese" and yet there is a listing of 2240 "wavies" 

killed). If 1000 odd brant are harvested by Fort George 

Indians alone, it under s cores our need for more data re

garding this spec Ies in James Ba y . 

The winter c ounts of brant off the Ne w Jersey 

coast indicate a ' t e ady de c line in nllmbers ov e r the past 

three years. In a J dition, the counts for the winter 1972-

1973 show only about one Juvenil (' bird per 10 ) a dults. 

The summer of 1972 was a di s astr l us one for mOi t arctic 

breeding \oIaterfowl s pecie s , esp el."lat l. y f o r hrant. Surveys 

a f Jam e s Bay, p r i. III a r i 1 Y aim c d a t reI.. II I d : 1I" t h ~ 1\ 1I ;:: b e r 5 and 

distribution of hra n t, art:: plann e d b y th l unad I .1 11 \\'i Id-

life Service f o r ·]at t ' ~Iay - carly June 1')7 3. Potential 

hydro i mpact 011 t h i.:-; threatenc ll sp c ~: il! .; Ctl ! s t b , ' cv :Llu:1teJ 

in a dvance and p relicl lted. 

, ••• <-l 
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II. Eelg r ass, Zostera marina, a major food ~ource for 

Atlant ic Brant. 

Eelgrass, Zostera marina, is a very important food 

for brant, and is also heavily utilized by Canada geese. 

The distribution of eelgrass in James Bay is largely unknown 

but it seemSto be chiefly confined to various bays on the 

Quebec coast, and to Charlton and Akimiski islands (figure 

two). McRoy (1970), has reported that it is found in la-

goons, bays, and estuaries where the dilution effect is low. 

Silt laden river water has a strong dilution effect in Ru

pert Bay and along the Ontario coast from East Point to At

tawapiskat. 

Smith (1943) reported finding eelgrass in the 

clear and quite saline waters of the east coast of James 

Bay, and that none was found on the south c oast west of 

Mesakonan point. Smith (1944) ~tated that on the west 

coast eelgrass is apparently confined to rhe southeastern 

tip of Akimiski Island and alon~ north Akimiski. From 

these two centur s of distribution drift collect, from 

~orth Point to the ~~an River. I he 1 one t· Il t rat ion 

() f bra n tin t h t: I' I S q U;l m ish and I~ 0 r t h P 1 In, 1 r e ,\-i are 

apr are n t I}' fee Jill g 1 a r ~ (' 1)' 0 nth i. s J r itt (' J t' e 1 ~~ r ass . 

. . . . 5 
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A good deal of eelgrass was found drifted ashore and 

fl oati n g on th e water near Pi squ amis h Po int on Oct. 12, 

1972. 

While geese along the coast may be directl y 

affected by the proposed Quebec hydro project, th e re are 

also possibilities for subtle effects of far ranging con -

sequence. Temperature or salinity changes may directly 

affect the growth and survival of eelgrass or may indir-

ectly affect this food base (and hence the waterfowl) 

through the in c rease of some parasite or disease. The 

evidence is strong to suggest that eelgrass suffered consid

erable destruction from the myxomycete Labyrinthula sp. 

(Renn, 1936). In addition, as dilution increases (due to 

increased output from the La Grande river) eelgrass will 

undoubtedly suffer. As eelgrass forms an important part 

of the base f or many food chains this would indeed disrupt 

the ecology of the area. 

It lS recommended that the Department of Environ-

ment investigate th e distribution of eelgras s in James 

Bay, particularly along the Quebec coa s t ncar Fort · ~eorge. 

This could perhaps best be a cc om plis he d by means of aerial 

infrared photo gr a ph y in late Au gt..;t '}r c arl y Se ptember. 
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Branta bendcIa Inta (Muller) 

Anaer ~ Hom. Explor. Interior Labrador p.m .• 
1883. 17. note (Mingan to Sasuenay. and MoYie Bay. 
Quebec. migr. ). ' 

A_ IM~ PACltAJID. Proc. Bolton Soc. Nat. HIlt .• 
10. 1888, J88 (Obk, Labndor. fitU Weiz) . 

a.mu:M Iw,.,.". Run. Zoologist. (2). 4. 1888. 1754 
(eaa.dian Labndor. migr. ) .- MDIUAM. BulL Nuttall 
Om. Club. 7, 1882. 239 (Godbout. Quebec. bNediDg 
[enor!) ) .--STaA_'. Proc, U.S. Nat Mua.. 6. 1883. 
120 (Cape Whittle. Quebec) ; Bird Life In Labrador. 
1880. 66 (Cape Whittle and Mingan. Quebec. traD
deDt ).-BUWI'na, Proc. Bolton Soc. Nat. Hilt .• 22. 
1884. 318 (MiDpn. Quebec. July. crlt. on Merriam'. 
record ),-8aL, Rep. GeoI. Swv. Canada for 1882-
83-84. 1884. DDM (Digges It. and Stupart ~Hud
I0Il StnAt. ~mber).-FEfUlDl Trans. N aDd 
Norwich Nat. Soc .... 1887. 348 (1)ip8 .... Hu<Uaa 
Stn.it, tpriD~ fitU Markham) .-P A TIft. Proc. CaudtaD • . 
1IIIt., IS. 1887. 121 (Prince of Wale. Sound [= Stuput 
Bay J. Hudsoa Strait, Septe.ber -t December).
J>. PuYJALOIf. HAlt. Nat .• I-U~ a.a.eun Cana-
dMm. 1900.328 (Cape Whittle, ),~v, 
... and Spoft OIl the N. Shore. I . 426 (Godbout. 
Q-bec. mip .• escl. brftdjng-r!'<'Ord. ). 

BNUt Nm4cl4 TvaND, Proc. U.S. "Ii.t. MUI .• 8. 1885. 
i48 (Fort ~. Quebec. spring ) - Low, Rfop. GeoI. 
hrv. ('.-.cIa (D.S. ). 8. 1898. L.lt.4 ( 1.. MIItaaiDi. 
Quebec. July) .-BICELOW. Auk. 18 1902. 28 (Nain. 
Lab,..... Odober. ~ Glftlfell ).- a....w. and hnM. 
C-cIiaa FWd-Nat .• 55. 1941 . 112. I1S (Charlton 
I. and Strutton Is .• James Bay. SepteiDber) .--SPaJIJ 
nd S ...... c-adiaD Field-Nat. 6r. 1947, 28 ( North 
Bay. OMario. J--).-EuJa and ELDa, Wiboa BuD. 
61. 1949. l~ ... text (Seven h . Bay. Quebec. Mav
June. ftocting) ._IiTllUlnT. Tram. 11th N. Am. WI(d· 
life Conf .. 1954. 212 (_them Jam.. Bay) . 

-slack Innt" [errorl TuaNUI. Pmc . ..... Trant . Roy. Soc. 

Canada. 5. tee .•• 1887. 83 ( "t'ngava" [Quf'l~el. 
spring trarLdent) . 

BronID ~ gz"ucogafra (rl gz"ucogafter ) Tows 
END aDd A.t.l.EN. Pmc. Boston Soc. Nat Hbt .• 33, 1907. 
343 (Labrador records and refs.) .-HANrz5CH. 10um. 
f. Om .• 56. 1908. 3049 (Port Burwl.'lI. Labrador. Sep
.... ber; records and rek).-ToWN~£SD and Bt:NT. 
Auk, 'l7. 1910. 12 (Seven Is .• Quebec. migr .• fick Ross; 
HJod's reoord) .~E. Auk. 33. 1916, 164 (Nain, 
Labrador. a B!plow; (? ) Tlcoralak. Labrador. fall. (ttU 
IWrdseye) .-LEWU. Auk. 39, 1922. 511 (Mingan and 
Eikimo Point. Quebec. June); ".1927.63 (Seven Is. 
Bay, Quebec. migr. ). 

"BraDt- TOWNUND. Labrador Spring. 1910. 38 (Sevm 
Is. Bay. Quebec. June); ID Audubon's Labrador. 1918. 
30 (SeYen Is. Bay, Quebec. migr .• habits ).-FLAHE~TY. 
Ceo«. Rev .• IS. 1918 •• 55 (Belcher Is .• Hudson BoIy. 
~r).-LKwu. Auk. 42. 18'25. 76 (Mingan Is .• 
Quebec. May); CanadiaD Field-Nat .• -48. 1934. 26 
(Seven Is. Bay. Quebec. census.-BAlu.u:. Audubon 
Field Notes. •• 19.50. ~ (New Liskeard. Ontario. 
May. fwle Trowem); 7. 19.'S3. 270 (Kirkland LaXf' • 
Smooth Rock Falls. Larder Lake. and Kenogami uke. 
Ontario. May-June) . R. 19.5-4. 310 (northl.'m Ont.mo 
Ioca.Itties. May-June); 9. 1955. 23 (L. Abitibi. Ontario. 
_r).-CVNN. Auduhon Field Notes. 11. 1957, .02 
(Stu~ R. (mouth], Ontario. June. fide H~lop ) . 

B __ Iwnt4cltJ ~ BENT. U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull 130. 
1925. 237 (Seven Is. Bay. Quebec. May. (wlc Lewis. 
Fort Chimo and I:o"oak R .. c)u<-bec. mi~r .. fib Tur
ner). 2-48 (Naill. LahnJ<Jr [rr Ri~e1ow J. Octobc'r l. 

B,.,.,. IHrNcz" h,oUJ ~UT rn" . ConJur. 304. 1932 . • 1 
(M_I 1.. Hudson 8.0 v . .... ·ptember I - At ~ns , Mem. 
Nuttall Om Club Ill> 7. 1 'l.ll. 3i ( {oleic I_tnt' Bay. 
Labradur. fwle K,·"h. l.ahr.ldor rt .. Ilrl ' ,md n-k ).
G..-s •. ~uk, 54. 1917. 17 ( Hopt"<lale. Lahrador) .
LKwD. Canadaan Field-Nat 'I . 1937. 10'2 (Seven Is. 



Family ANATID&: Swam, Geese, Ducks 127 

Bay, Quebec, May-June); Auk, 54, 1937,73 (Labra- Audubon (Birds Am., 6,1843,203) attributes the 
dor Penin~ula, migr. routes); Canadian Field-Nat., 57, Brant to Labrador as a breeding species, as also does 
1943,107 (Birch Is., Que~c, April).-GooFUY, Mus. Henry Youle Hind (1863), but both were misled by 
Canada Bull. 114, 1949, 14 ( L. Mistassini, Quebec; hearsay repom. Comeau also supposed that it bred at 
Low's record).-MANNlNG, Birds NW. Uogava, 1949, Godbout, but this record, as Brewster pointed out, 
170 (Labrador Peninsula records and refs.); Nat. Mus. must have been based on the sporadic presence of 
Canada Bull. 125, 1952, 19 (Ship Sands I.. and mouth some individuals through the summer, and is in 
of Moose R., James Bay, May- June, tick Hewitt, J(el- _ . The fact IS' that the Brant is one of the few 
saIl and Lemieux l.-CA81U1:L50N, Canadian Field- ~.",. 
Nat., 66, 1952, 45 (Seven Is . Bay and Mingan Is., species of birds whose breeding-range lies entirely 
Quebec, June) .-SMITH, Canadian Fie)d-~ .t., 71. 195'7, north of the Labrador Penmsula, while its wintering-
167 (L. Abitibi, etc., Ontario, summering, mlgr. routes, grounds lie entirely to thf. southward thereof. Its 
etc.) . status in our region is t~refore that of a transient 

"Atlantic Brant" LINCOLN, Fish and Wildlife Service visitant in spring and faU . Moreover, its migration 
Circ. 16, 1950, 57~ (migr. routes across Labrador l. route across the Penin5ula appears to be restricted to 

AddiHcnal Record.f. Godbout, first April 13, 1885 ( Co- a comparatively narrow belt. Several of the earlier 
meau ) .-Min~an Islands, I'll . first May 25, 1923, and authors imply as much. Hind (l .e . ) says that brant 
May 14, 1925; Birch Island~ ( Mingan group), fifty 011 are found on the North Shore between Mingan (sel-
Mav 21: Quarry Island (Mingans), eighteen on May 24, dom farther east) and the Saguenay River. Stearns 
1938; BirCh Islands, eighty on June 5; Mingan to Havre claims (probably on hearsay authority) that they 
St. Pierre, forty-threl' on June 7 · 1939; Birch Islands, reach Cape Whittle . But it remained for Harrison 
forty-two on June 7; False Pass I,l md (Mingan Islands), Lewis ( 1937 ) to amass tm. records (published and 
two on June 9, 1947 (Lewisl.-Tmut River ( Moi~ie bl" bed ) hal d I the 'den and 
Bay), June 3, 1928, two specimen~ in Nat. Mus. Canada unpu IS , mars an ana yz.e evJ ce, 
( Harrold-Taverner) .-Shore-Iine, Fort Chimo to Payne propound a theory to fit thf> facts in this unique and 
Rivl'r, elew'n seen June 26. 1952, on transect-ftight by interesting case. His pap" is such a model of its 
C. E . Addy and W tt'r Crissey. kind-in the presentation of the known facts, in the 

In its breeding-range the Brant is a di!tinctively 
Arctic species. It owes its specific name to Linnllm~, 
who based his description (presumably) on Speci
mens from Sweden, where the bird occurs in winter. 
Earlv American authors, beginning with Wilson 
(1813), identified the American bird with the Euro
pean. and were followed in this respect by most of 
the later writers. Seebohm (HistOf't/ Britifh Bird8, 6, 
1885, 508) seems to have been the first author to 
have noticed the differences between the two, but it 
remained for Coues (Auk, 14, 1897,207) to fonnally 
recognize glaucogastra (Bonaparte, 1856) as the dis
tinctive name for the Brant of eastern North America. 
This name soon came into general use, until Lonn
berg (British Birds, 18, 1924, 135) showed that 
hrota of O. F . Muller (1776), based on Icelandic 
specimens, is earlier and pertinent. Compared with 
true bemicw from Europe (Sweden and Holland). 
hrota is easily distinguishable by its paler, whiter 
underparts. I have examined specimens from Spits
bergen in the collection of the Stockhohn Museum; 
just as Jourdain claims (A uk, 43, 1926, 536), they 
seem to be referable to hrota. The breeding-range of 
bernickl proper is given from Kolguev Island and 
Franz Joseph Land east to the Taimyr Peninsula of 
Siheria. The matter assumes a degree of importance 
in view of what we now know about the migration 
route of the American bird. Are these pale-breasted 
brant from Spitsbergen, Iceland, etc., subspecifical1y 
the same a~ the pale-breasted brant of eastern 
America? Sufficient comparative material to decide 
this point ha~ not \ f't bel'll wen by the writer.' 

1 But see \Vehlw. Dansk Om. FaTen . Tidsskr., 52, 
19"'S, 41-4i 

orderly development of his thesis. and in the logic of 
his conclusions-that were it not for its length I 
should be inchned to reproduce it here. It is precisely 
the kind of a paper I would have had to attempt for 
inclusion in the present work, but now I can appro
priately cite Dr. Lewis as authority (by direct and 
indirect quotations) , and need add only the notes 
and information that have subsequently come to 
light. 

To understand what follows it must be borne in 
mind that tJ\e Brant is properly a salt-water Goose. 
It winters in the salt marshes of the coast from New 
JeTlleY to North Carolina. Its main food is eel-grass 
(Zostera marina)-a plant which for some mylteri
OllS reason is subject to recurring periods of scarcity 
in American waters, with what result to the Hrant 
remains to be seen. It begins to move north some
time in March. and reaches Monomoy bland, Massa
('husetts, usually by the second week of that month. 
out sometimes even earher . As a usual thing all are 
lI:one by April 25. The next stage of the northward 
movement carries the Brant to the Ba, of Fundy and 
tlM-nce across the narrow neck of the isthmus to 
:\Ilrthumberland Strait. A few mav I .. deflected to 
\t.tine waters and linger there l11~tJl 'fay, but the 
OIlUc presses on to the StraIt "The tllne of arrival of 
the first Brant at Northum!>erlalld 'tnit in spring is 
mmmonly in the first _ It of Apr" . and the num
bf.rs in that region inCR''' ~tea(I,h theJ't"after until 
they reach their maximllJl ' tn th ... Itr~t week of May." 
11lere is some evidencf> I( '1Il1!' ,how that there is 
.. Iso a minor inland ml~J.lt"" rll llte leading to the 
"prer St. Lawrencf' " ... h • tllrds reach at about 
the ~ame time a' thl' It " "thllmberland Strait. 
rhe month of \1." i~ , ,w·. 1 II loitering and ff'eding 
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along the !>()\ItJw.1 n alld '" ""tern shores of the Gulf of 
St. Lawreru c. '" hf"rr therf' are many shallow harbors 
and hgcwlIIs. rtd .It thr lagoons of the Magdalen 
bland, rab"~'nt.. 8«'.ll.h III Miramichi Bay, New 
Bnms\o\, It, I .1 f .. "'>rite resort; it was here that I saw 
immt'1l ROt Ics 0/ brant on May 25, 1901, and even
tuoll tt.'curf'<i tINO birds for specimens. The majority 
of the birds resume their northward movement 
ratt- suddt:nly about the end of May. "Their depar
t\l~ from the Gulf is carried out chiefly in the first 
6ftfton clays of June, but may begin in the last weelc 
ol \la) In executing this part of their journey to 
t~ir nesting-grounds, the Brant proceed northward 
to the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and 
there make a pause which for the most of them is 
romparatively brief." Some seem to By directly across 
the Gaspe Peninsula from the Bay of Chaleur, while 
others take a more easterly route along the coast 
and past the west end of Anticosti. According to one 
local observer with many years' experience, "the main 
stream of northward-Bying Brant arrives at that shore 
in the vicinity of Cape Cormorant, from which point 
the flocks turn westward along the north shore of 
the Gulf, Bying sometimes close to the land, some
times a mile offshore." Some sma)) flocks, however. 
regularly reach the shore farther east. behind the 
Mingan Islands, but east of Havre St. Pierre (Eskimo 
Point) the species is of only casual occurrence. 

Seven Islands Bay is perhaps the most important 
concentration place for brant on the North Shore. 
Although locallv known as such for many years, it 
was first formal)y brought to the notice of ornithOlo
gists by Townsend and Bent (1910). Our party saw 
great numbers of brant when we crossed the bay on 
May 21, 1917. They haunt the shallow waters and 
tidal Bats of the northern part of the bay, where 
there is plenty of feed. Now, the Significant thing 
about the spring migration of the Brant at Seven 
Islands Bay is that there appear to be two distinct 
flights. or movements. of the species, one earlier than 
the other. Dr. Lewis "observed a Bock of about UOO 
Brant in the inner part of this bay on ~1ay 14, 1925." 
In 1930 the first were seen on Mav 5 by a local 
observer. Dr. Lewis goes on to quote the observa
tions of former brant-hunters at Seven Islands for 
what they may be worth. 

AccOIding to these hunters. th~ annual flight of Brant 
wa" a regular annual occurrenef', qUIte distinct from the 
principal 8.ight, which arrived there about the first of 
June. The early flight never contained more than a few 
thousand birds. These were reported to enter thl" bay 
by the southwestern pass. between all the islands and 
the western mainland ~hore, whereas the main Bi~ht of 
Rrant entered the bay by tJoe ~outhea~tl'm pass, between 
~II the islands and the ea5tern mainland shore. Often 
'h~ t'arfy flight had entirely left thl> h.IY before the main 
"l ~ht Ilf"gan to arrive. The bird~ in the early flight are 
~Id tn have been so much darkn in color than the bird~ 
./ tht' principal Bight that, while these French-Canadian 

"..nters recognizce! that they were really Brant, or "ber
""chell," u they call the birds of the June flight, they 

1.1. en 1\(,'\ Ib.lt n<lnll' for tl., · Inrel, IJI tilt l·arh fh~ht. 
hut '{'mlll""" rph-ned tll th. III .1' If , \ (JOIn."· that 1\, 

"thr Iii .. k "'n." 

nlnh of the second group IIsu.dly leave for the 
north dUTlng the first wt'eJ... 1\1 JIIIU'. and not later 
than the o;('cond week . lt IS s,ud th.lt thf'y "always 
take their departure from thIs b'l}' in the evening 
and th.tt, when they are ready to leave. they By 
upwards In spirals until they attain a great height 
before thev start northward toward the mountain 
barrier " Now hegins the long overland Bight to salt 
water on lfngava Bay-a Bight whose course still 
remains m()$tl~ untraced on the map. It fell to the 
lot of our party to witness the Brant in this ('ross
country transit for the first time. "On lune 7, 1917, 
late in the evening, we saw Bocks 0 Brant Bying 
northward, folloWing the course of the Ste. ?-.far
guerite River. This was at the Grande Portage (33 
miles north of Seven Islands Bay). They were Bring 
fast and very high. above the tops of the hills on 
either side, and although the hour was toward night
fall, they showed no SignS of stopping. They were 
not Bying in regular formation, as do the Canada 
Geese and some other species" (Todd, in Lewis, 
1937, 80, note) . "Indians of the Labrador Peninsula 
say that they sometimes see Brant on the lakes of 
the interior in the season of migration, but these are 
probably bird~ that have been forced down by ad 
verse weather condition.~ .. Our Indian guides told us 
the same story, whIch l-ertainly requires verification. 
Near the fartMr end of the traverse, at Fort McKen
zie. a Hud~on's nay Company's outpost on Lac 
leMoyne. 150 miles above Fort Chimo, a local ob
server, G . Webster. reports that "Brant to the number 
of three or four thousand By down the Koksoak [i.e., 
the Kaniapiskaul past Fort McKenzie on June 10." 
There is thus every reason to believe that under 
uSllal and normal circumstances the cross-country 
traverse of the Rocks is accomplished in one non
stop Right of almost six hundred miles. Their 
leisurelv northward progress across the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. feeding and growing fat as they go. serves 
to put the birds in condition for the grand effort 
ahead of them. Leaving Seven Islands Bay in the 
evening as they do. and Bying all night and all the 
next day. brings them to the hf"ad of Ungava Day 
by nightfall . Their Right-speed would thus be about 
twentv-five miles an hOllr. 

At 'Fort Chimo, according to Turner. 

they arrive from the 20th of May to thtl 20th of June. 
TIley Bv put the station of Fort Chimo OVt>r the water 
in the Ko1c~oak . At times they are as high as ]00 yarck 
or oftener only a few fpet above the water or runnin~ 
ief'. Thl>y " 01<' at a time when it is almmt imposslhll> to 
get at them ,n ,1('('Oun! of ice, and if this is not pre'ent 
they fly tvo IlIgh ThI'Y follow the stnumities of the river 
and only (""~ Su( h points as they ('all see over. Thou
sands of th"m un' seen every spring and never one of 
them in the fall 
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More recent observation! (1924-30 ) made by J. 
W. Payne, and quoted by Dr. Lewia, are to the 
same effect: 

Brant fly down the KoksoaJc River put Fort Chima 
in early June. They generaUy amve there III the evellinlt 
and are usually observed pasnog in ,a-t, low-Iytog 
flocks containing from fifty to ooe hundred tlurty birds 
each. Their reszu1ar stopping-place in that repn II in 
a big arm or Wet on the east SIde of the Koboak RJ et, 
below Fort Chimo and about twelve n1es abo ~ t~ 
river-mouth . That part of the river i tidal and thf.re 
are large Oats ~ the inlet that are uncovered at low 
tide to a distance of about helf a mi1e from the shore 
No one lives near the inlet and the Brant are seldom 
hunted or disturbed there. .. The Brant generally stay 
at their resting-place in the anlet beside the lower Llk
soak River for only two or three days in June, after 
which they continue their flight toward the north . 

They cross Hudson Strait to Bamn Island and the 
Arctic islands beyond, where their odyssey ends in 
the homeland of their hopes. 

The occurrence of the Brant on Hudson Bay and 
Strait has long been known, as appears from the 
literature, but its significance was not understood 
until the aprarance of Dr. Lewis' paper above cited. 
Bell (1885 recorded the Brant without comment 
from Digges Islands and Stupart Bay on Hudson 
Strait; Feilden (1887) wrote that the species was 
-reported as plentiful on Digges Islands during the 
sprin~ migration of 1886"; and Payne (1888) states 
that A few were seen in company with Hutchios' 
Goose in their Sight southward on September 6th, 
and one was brought to me by an Eskimo on Decem
ber lst"-this at Stupart Bay, Hudson Strait. G. M. 
Sutton re<'Oriled a specimen (wings only) taken at 
Mansel Island on September IS, 1929. So far as I 
can disC'Over the Brant was unknown as a visitant to 
James Bay until 1912, when our party examined 
the head and wings of a specimen kil1ecl on Rupert 
Bay, north of Stag Rock, on July 6. In 1926 we saw 
two large flocks in Hannah Bay, off Plover Shoals, on 
June 16. and odd birds off Mesakonan Point as late 
as Tune 22. On July 1 a small party was noted north 
of Watt Harbour. These late dates are admittely hard 
to explain; they do not fit into the general picture, 
as we have it on the authority of J. W. Anderson 
(then district manager of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany for the James Bay District, and known to t~ 
writer), as reported to Dr. Lewis. This information, 
gathered from the various trading-posts in the dis
trict, was to the effect that the Brant used to arrive 
on the east coast of the Bay during May, remain for 
a time to feed, and then depart for the north. 

At Rupert's House it is said that they arrived from 
the south, that is, from overland, about May I, and that 
they df'parted for th(' north aoout the end of May. At 
Eastmain thf'\' are said to have arrived about May 2S 
from the v)uth, that I', (,O:I,tw,,(', and to have departed 
for the nr)rth ,tntl nOlthw('st .1It,·r fe-edin~ in that vicinity 
for two or thrl'e w(·d.s. 1'\ear this post they were com-

monIy observed in Bocks of from two hundred to three 
hWldred individuals. At Fort George, it is stated, they 
arrived about the middle of May from the east, that is, 
d8cencling the Fort George River, and without stopping 
fkw m a ~rty or westerly direction. It will be ob
served that the dat~ given for the arrival of Brant in 
spring at theN- thnoe post on James Bay are all earlier 
than tlw m. of <lrnval of the prindpal ftight of Brant 
at the ley of Sr"'en Islaudi. on the north shore of the 
Gulf of St. Lawren~ . 

Dr. lAwis is careful to pOint out that the statua 
01 the Brant on the Bay wema to have changed 
.... terially since the 1920's. For aU of James Bay 
(both coasts ) only two Sock. and eight other birds 
Wft'e reported in 1935. Howevw, Arthur C. Twomey, 
who tpet the MUOn of 1938 on the Belcher ls
lands. records that on May 22-24 large Socks of 
brant palled over on their way northward. Some of 
the 80cb were nothing but brant. but most of them 
were mixed with blue geese Obviously the Brant 
migration here was a hurried affair Fad records for 
the species on this coast are much more numerous. 
On the Belchers ten flocIcs averaging from 6fteen to 
twenty-five individuals ch were Iee1\ at Eskimo 
Harbour just as Dr. Twomey and party were leaving 
on August 29. 

They had come during the night when the wind swung 
to the north after three days of stormy weather. A flock 
of twenty-Bve birds passed within as many yards as we 
wen! _ding the boat. They seemed but little disturbed 
at our presence and did not veer from their course. As 
_ moved out into the harbor other flocks bepn to fly 
lIP from the tundra.\, but they soon recovered (rom their 
frijtht IUld circled to again alight to feed on the abundant 
etnp of blueberries, cranberries, and crowberries. . . . 
0. S,-~r 2, in a small harbor fifteen miles south
WNt of Creat Whale River, where we were forced to 
bIAIe shelter from a heavy stonn, a flock of thirty bnuat 
8uahed, circled quite close to the boat and decamprJ 
tv lin inland lake. 

I ~ Lewis refers to the occurrence of brant at Chari 
ton Island as "casual," but on September 19, 1812. 
I uw a Bock of seven just south of the island, and 
on September 18, 1931, at Salt Water Lah, flock 
af~ flock was disturbed at our approach f"lIlt what 
w... apparently their favorite feeding-ground and 
fIe- out to sea, far out of gunshot. Alfred ~: Preh. 
saw brant at the same place on August 2..1. 1912 
Thrv were reported regular and <XIIIUTJOIl here. 

Acain it must be noted that thto. dal ... of ob5er
vatMXl do not agree with tho'le surrhed h' Dr. Lewis 
by \fr. Anderson, who says that thot- nuun flight of 
bTllftt reaches Charlton Island about the lint of Octo
beT coming presumably from Co.". Hennetta Maria 
by way of Akimiski Island I ha\ f' nevt"T myself seen 
brant on Charlton quite loC' latt' n tlw season. but 
Dr Lewis has noted them ttwrl' >fl Sf>ptember 26 in 
L940. and on the Strutton II 'ptember 27. James 
Bay offf't's so manv tidal B .. .In I ~hort's attractive to 
brant that there IS II goo.! df>a I of drifting around 
dunng tlus month It is '. ~II/Ilf d that southbound 

• 

o 
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WM.re manv were daughtered for food by local resi
dents (Iodians). But instf'ad of moving on north, 
they remained at least until August and many of 
them moJted there. As a rule they Ieept in 80cks of 
8Ity or more, and they made no effort to breed. 
However. an oh8erver at lCelly Lalee, near Copper 
Clil (ouUide of our limits). saw a pair with &ve 
young in the S1DDmet' of 1954. The Abitibi convoca
tion was not npeated in 1954, but smaller numbers 
were reported from Lake Temiskaming. Cochrane, 
Tlauninl. and Coguna from May 1 to 27. Obviously, 
this bnneIa of the Brant family is not oon&ned to 
1aIt-wae. feeding-grounds. It should be noted. bow
..... that Iince tI-. are no de6nite fan records 
from nortbem Ontuio and western Quebec. the 
....... are that at this seaJOn the James Bay Brant 
must reach the St. Lawrence in one continuoUi 
tight. The route probably dates back to late Pleilto
caae time. when there wu a connection between 
the ..... in q.-tion. 

On the LaIncIar ClOUt the Bnnt is irregular but 
DOt uaJcnowa. Haatuch .w a party of he at Port 
Burwell on s.pc.aber 18, 1908,-and two on Septem
ber .... hdWd IDcIudeI it in his Okalt lilt on Vi.' 
authority; Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell obtained ODe ipe
w.. at Nam in October. 1899 (Bia-Iow); aD 

BIIdmo at Hopeda. gave the crew of the""Bowdoia
a ..-wed ~ (Groa). 10hn ~tI wroIII 
.. 110m Davia laJet that he 1dDed leWD BnDt 
C- J~ IS. 1_, in Jade Lane's Bay. About two 
handreCl or mare wen in the company. n.e birds 
... quitIe ott. ... traveling oorth in the IPriDI. 
but an .... ob. ved pg IOUth in the-Ear 
(AUItin. 1931). 'I1aia record. tOptJ. with certain 
01 tt.. from J .... Bay tug .. that non-breedin_ tndMduall IDUIt have been imolvecl. 

In cbln1a. this eccount 01 the Brant in the Labn
dar Penin~ it may be welJ to note that Dr. LewiI 
has not at.wlf*d in his article to. diIcu. the migra
tion route 01 tho. individual. of this ~ wliich 
....... Cre.1ancl and in the Arctic iIIIIDcIs betw ... 
.. bJ.d and AIub. We haft ~ of 
~ ..... ".,.,. ,.._ &om Britis Columbia. 
......... an • few CaJifornia records for this nee. 

Por a fuller account 01 this speciee Dr. Lewfa' 
C::;. c:bd above. IhouId be ciontuIted. alto an 

IIMtiw article by Cottam. Lynch. and Ne_ ill 
the 1""""" of WII4IIf. MGMg.....,.,. 8. 1944. pp. 
3&-88. Por a diIc:uaioa of the relation between eel
gna and ...... Lewis. CGflGllltM Field-Hili .• 45, 
1931.57-412. . 
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1939(b) port 

The wterfowl.re stnl not all bere (Tabws1fttae I,.a, ".8.) 

yet. with very f. lligr ts baYfng arr1ytd f .. f. r rth. 

geese or .... t ba.,. b n seen . re. except one Goose sen 

on Sep r 30. It 11 j"st about t1. for to a..,i. n • 

1940 .R!e,ol"t 

I' t 

JenUnt .. tt ted that . t '.lOG stopped at the ·Island (P.E.1.) 

011 fr ftOrthwa .'gratfOD thh sprtnt ... u contrasted to only 

about 2.600 in the spring of 1938. I s II' t 10 tiMt1 ey,"tly 

,,'1ed out befOre June 5 thts )Wlr. 

1M1 Cal p!rt (Spring) 

Atlantfc: Brant 

May 11. MIce. 811. •• About 750 

. rei dall. 

Hay 13. Charlottetown. P.E.I. I $IW f ur fly 0 r tbe rtver 

_I' be .... 

Ma.Y 14. Ttpfsh. P.E.l. saw..,t 75 re dtng 1n fnl.t here. 

May 15. Rust1cov111e, P.E.I. Six 10 in the 1'1.1' he. 

S f'1 

F.,. both arunswick ud Prtnee E I'd 1I1 ... d I re 1wed 

re11abl. reports of deff.'. increases 1n ..... t II1g ttng no 

this spring. 



". 
lNUb) bpprt (Fall) 

"nt were ned se .. a1 t • in taig,. t1 . •• 0 r rivers 

in interior sections. The.y .vi Atly are slowly, tit ...... 1'. 

1ftcreu1ng too. 

1942 ReP!1't 

Atlantic rant 

April 16. ChlhCa'S Harbour. .B. _ports two s II be,.. 
April 16. 811. N. B. • Mary E. Ev • reports rlftt in 

fun flight Iftd ttl tiM' as as 10,." )'Un- ports 

'1 ve here a .,.th 0,. so. 

Ap,.n 22. Maca 8a.Y. ., Col. Ritch' .... d I saw about 3,000 Oft 

flats. 

May 9. Charlottetown. P.E. I. I la .. 75 near he .... 

"-y 1. Tabustntac, .8.. Col_ Ritchie and I .aw tbout ZOO ift Bay 

he .... 

~ 1. T .inUC. R.B. Four flocks. totalling .\It 750 birds 

I 

S ry 

• 

Incrnsed " ....... of BrMt a,.. reported 1ft II1grlt1on in Ma,.'t1.s. 

1943 Repqrt 

Atlantic nnt 

March lS. ees BI)". .B. ffrst recordedbl • eorlcacklen. 

March 20. Grand MInan. N. • warden Alton Foote NcordS first 

birds. 
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1M3 p'!n 'cont' •• ) 

Ap,11 13. Tabusi tie, I.B. J.m: "flh.rt s.w 200 b1 .. for 

first '1 this ~r. 

Aprfl 26. Aul.e, N.8. A flock .as 518ft by Jo T'ngley .. 

April 28. Lubtc, Matne. I __ about 1200 he .... 

Ma,y 10. Souris Rift ... P .E.I. I saw about 18~ 

May 13. KnlDorough 8r1dge~ Qaarlottetowft. P.E.l •• 17 

fly'ng 0.". 
May 13. ,..1 a.y. '.E .. l .. , 25 fo d. 

May 21. T buinue. I.rho Abov' 400 re. 

Mu 2. Maces 11. N.8. Col. R1tdtt. ad Ed Pugb saw 800 

S ry 

Slightly inc..... "lIIbe ... report.d 1V.t1ftg through Marit1.s. 

Col. K.H.itcb.1. proy'., the follow1ng .ccount: 

"TM rut,ft .. at'. s ... to be showtng .tgns of .... 1 t roWMftt. 

tonsf.rabl. flocks were ..... Oft the spring saigrat'., and th.y 

ap,..red to ... 1,. longer and hid ItO dtft1eultJ fa fin41n9 food. 

Mr. Wi.hart repol"ted that on OftIIber 1. about 600 Brant re 

pst in two flocks. They cI r,. ... dabout the f'rst of 

....... Md stayed cb 1.te ... 'ttlM. the previous y •• r. They 

appeared to be feeding e. quite slt1sfted to 1n •• 1 oup ta 

was .. k'ng tn toftlt rple qUlDt't'.S, bOtI\ tn the bay and in the 

.stua1'")' of the river. 

"In the ._ "JOn Mr. W'Shart states th t 500 to 100 can,. 
Geese are present in the ",and king ... ,ul.p trips to the feeding 
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nats end sholls. I (Col. R1tchie) s., 

ut 200 geese Oft the bay on «IA-~r 26. ad • few 81'1 t f 

ttl river. · 

1944 POrt 

Mean 'tift' : . 

reb 21. Glue! MRlan Jsllftd. .B. --.. ~ Md.lughltft s fint 

rant. 

Aprl1 1. T usintl¢. N.B. Jlck Wishart; I •• 50 for f1nt date. 

April 25. Jun1 .. Station. .8. F.R. rut records ffnt UT1,.,s. 
ApM' 30. J.s4ta. N.6. Ritchie, Pu · and CUlpbel1 recorded 25 

bfrds. 

April. . . t 1., nd. N.. [ st ~oy repotU ut 10, at 

hefght of 111 rlt10ft. 

*t 12. SouMS s P.E.I. I saw 25 in SOuris Hart»our. 

Ma.y 20. T ustnue. N.8. 140 seen in b~ by Ritch1e, Wisbart 

d I. 

MIy 21. Ink r.In, H.8. IIW 200 in is bl1 f pl 

*1 21. Tl"acacl1 • H_. Two flocks (2 • SO). be ... froll plane 

by R1 tcht. and I. 

"-y 21. raus1ntle. R.B. One floc:t of 150 n ". pla ... he .... 

The 8.. t 

nt1 s. 

to be slowly , but gr 11y. inc Ising fn 

A COlI .... 19r ... t. espectany in coutll .... 11. tpre. ,. 

fo ..... Ibundlnc:e. but now sl 1.v fncreasing stnc:e "'Orlsi is 



1945 

l' to la.,.. IIlI"'Yrs at • r d 

fft T $. 1 1I1gnt1cms. 19rul 

uth lho u .. 4 MardI. hrUe.t 

• "WlliI"I\ 15. 1 3 

1. 19 1 13. 1 11 • 

., T t. 1a 
,.May. T tint part '.J flO 

t11 at4 October. 

fr · n- rives 

rtf Q ftull, t. 'ate RGW~r u 

'OVl~rcI. 

P!tt 

Atl!D~1c t 

reb 20. eel t • • w.ycott ru ffn' 200. 

27. ce. 1.1. · -. t. to .00 • 

1'n 2. • 
Aprfl 21. • • todll. 

Aprtl 2 • 11 ut · stUl a • 

r11 12. Prince E • J •• • ,tn s, 

Ma.Y 10. r1 • P.E.l. I • ned 100 fA P • 

13. 'lu • P.E.l. • 
~ 14. Ai r. '.E.I. '1 

ftt COIlt .... to slowly iacruse th Mariti • 



ts.: 

_r'CIA ,8ra, 
One reported shGt at Ishwaaut., near f ... dertcton. Sep .r 

15. 1945, by .Lloyd a11 y. Pair l.td to hav. been ta st 

.. dY--PilJl Aug., 1945. 

Sta .(\y tncrusts .... . repo1"ted in eastern Ctu4a t but populations 

aN .stUl h011.,.. enough to allow tllCrilseS 1ft the tIn. 

Brut 

A ste_dl. but .1 igbt. tncreaSt 1n Bra t ."Ntlng thr"O.,gh the 

Mariti .. his been reported for the lut covpl. of Y lin. ted 

few . 'young "'ird., b"t cloacal ex fna'tton of eight birds un d 

there Showed aJl we ... juwnnes .lthough tbetr p1 98 ,. ... ," 

taat of the adult. Consequently 1 beHeve the aver ... hunter 

CtMot 41stfqutsh beM n jwenU ...... d adults satisfICtor11y in 

the fan. 

Atlantic Srat. 
Ma,J 8. Souris. '.E.I.. 1 saw 35 here tn Bay. 

MIt U.S.urts. P.E.I. sa. flock around. 

,"fraU. ·ootes 'POIt Aulae. M.8 •• froe Johl ttfttlQt. notes: 

Mi,rat.. COrds 

."" 2f t arut 20 (first) 

Aprtl 4. Br."t. 2 flocks. 
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IX tv~ ba!~1"di\ "mta' t tro d s rve)'S of' Atl tIc 
tfte Maritt. ProYt I fro. 1147 1961. 

t 

,.,.. .F. 1141. vnctltfe conditions i Mart t. ProYincu .. 
t 7. 1 te 1 •• Sac n 1.. .. . 
ttT of a 

1n att Al are 

11 tnt • . ff ty. 

N.e. t certat in pl181 t tM f.n ai; Itin 

tlt91b1 •• Pract1a ly 1 

st ,,. f f 1 -
b t1 • 1 7 

,. was. tal .. 1 \1 d 

April. k of .tgnt. • 

• of vatt 11 

as N the, 

lettuce. Th111M' tam . 'eft 

darla kof" . . Local rest 

con trlti fall. 

1 hi £ ret 1 1 t .0. 

1111' tt u poor. T N 

1 19 '* • 

,er. rve' 1 • Pt,i: rn 1 -
,. rtf CWS. ctwtlle. .8. 

~Thfspr1ftt .t I te. left 

... sou m couts of 

ts .~h 

ts ,1 'I 

,000 as d w1tb 

31. 1 • late .. l 

GI'CMIftCIS.1 • 

tta ".,. ""'1- 1ft 



case of cia Geese the departut"e was pr.ctically c:otIPlete by the 

In4 of March. two weeki •• rl1er than usual.. Reports from the .1n 

1nts of COhcatratioa for Mfgr.'1ng geese and Br&nt tn tcate that 

bOth specie' arrtved e."ly in JUCh g .... ter n 8rs thln last year. '" 

c.nadtan Wildl1fe Se"tce. 1'950. Report Oft waterfowl conditions tn 
the Mariti. Provinces for t Provincial ... DoIiint. vtl41ife 
Conference, June 16 - 11. 1950. Iltel'Ml paper, tws. 
Sac:kvtlle. H ... 

During the spring aigrat10n the reports of voluntary 

ab •• mrs at sttl 91t points., g ttl migral!on routes indicated an 

tfte " .t in cana. which reflected ttl sWsQat1.1 incre .. in 

tbh spect s recorded during the winter 'nventory fp this distr1ct. 

Seven of the 1 ve Ob.eners reported:. tocre ••• ; three I dee ....... 

and two S nr IS l.st 1 Ir. SeYen of eight ob" .... " 

repo'"'tag on Atlantic SRnt indtCAted an tncrea • . wine tht other noted 

a dec"a ••• 
It ports on 19ra,s •. the ton ition 0' which hU been 

.s.ociated with the welfare of geese and Brant. indicate 'tNt fts 

reeovery hu 181111n911 been greatest in Pt1nce E"rd IIl.d, " at 

it as appa ntty sbowft ltt~le or nO f'JfOYeleftt in theaathurs' "91 

of Hew runswtdt during the pasty.ar. -

AcIdy. c. H and f. ,GMbtIllCooth. 1951.. Waterfowl breed1 9 greuad 
survey 1n the Martti .. Provinces. 1951. tI.S.F •• S. Spet. 
St1. Report: Wildl. No. 13. 

"CIne. Geese end 8r",t do not nest in the Mar1t1 .. s. 

Howen ... bunttrs and others say that the spring ano tall fU.hUtl 
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treSs are 1t1p ssf d t.hlt •• btrds ha .. cont.in <l their 

rapf4 « Ie of 1 t few ye.rs. It 

~lCl1 

.. • "ltV lIIt",tf. of 1'\ d 9 • WI •• U t11 

.. ,.11 .. 1. Co ope to" at. conceo~ tt 

...ftI"~.lIId IIt1 factory tftQlau., 1 

tt.1 inc • 1n Atl t1 , T Ie 

t "ned 1 ,.... f II • 

at "1. As fa u.t::~·.ts 

latt I duri I 

. tift cl '''MW~' e .. , 

VIr, 1 10" t I the 

t1 tn t loealt" ... 1t 

IU'_ ft.l. 1 
' ti 

Cott~·"neA 

-The .prin gratton f rican r t 

awulf'abl, w1t1t t f last y.a,.t of • 

1OQ. trati . ta1gratt routes repo..- no 

CMnae to • 111 ht t da d • 

tt .,...r.r Qf rent. xce t for 
, .. ,.... tft ....... t .. lII6j!ta ."rvltton,. fa ,tng wtth .fa"r 

1ft '1 ",.,1. tch, d 1ft'll. dian 

.,.cts. 

tn .tatus f .Ithe ... 

a1 0 '1 d 11,t Ir. ...cov,..,' 

.. socfate Ith the fne .... 1eG 1."ons 
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uri the past ft yean contin • For' the are I repo don, • 

in s,DUlI:1nam runswick 1 1cate 11m1 d ""ti4l recov .... y only 

wbU. all of Ute others I satisfactory tJlliWO¥ t, wt s r.1 

.... sboW1n at 11 regarde as .:overy. " 

~er, of.. 1953(4). aterfowl reeding ,round st '" 1n 
Maritime Province. U.S.F.W. -0 Spe¢. Sct. R port: Wl1en. 

• 25. ' 

"Spring 19ruts such. geese. Brant and Scaup ucks 

r11 thts y ar and s111 t in u, 1 

the first spec'.s we ... no d and reported by tent observers. H 

~.r, 

to ... 11 

• F. 1953(b). tarfowl report, Mariti. Provin .. 
1953. For tb S ven nth C nadi , Wl1dUf. Co fence. 
I 1"1\&1 report. CWS. Sackv111., •• 

llOUring e past six YII" q sttonnlires VI sent out 

rvers loea 1n f rtant C ada • d 

stopping a as. Thfs YHr ten .awe" ,. Ncatv ct. tUfte oblln ,.. 

tePOrtadan tRtre s. in gee .. and one a deere.se. This llttar can 

NP as a case of U. ·bird shittlng their feedint grounds to the 

1 roved .. lgrass beds arby. SeYen obslrve" ported 1ft incre .. e 

reported t rant do not occur 1n the1r ........ 

"F results of Ie questtonna1 • f can Slid 

' t and rant ate still tnc as1nt along our COIltS.ft 

E.lsrus 

Eelgrass p1&,VI I , 'ty 111POrtMt part in , the food supply of 

~ 1 II1grlting along our couts. for this reason the sa. 



1 ;0 

supplied with questt nafre regar in, its eo,e". 

F 11 1ndf t1 5, it f - ttlt steady covell' sin disease 

f 19 .,. au f 1 t an) rs.n Q vi 

bad i f'Cwd. 'ur bservers 

t fr I "'lHt~cI p rt1al recovery. of 

d 1 gra s di5CAlIifI.· 

c" tarter d ". Vatn rt. 154. 
aWItUftd S tes. Manti. P 91ftCU. 1 

port: Wildl. • 27. 

.. rift t atton •• rt 

-·,yru:or tly Qus. f , 
longer an .. u; 1. f1 

Carter. lOt. 1954. rt rfowl ... • ,,1 f Prov1 cas. 1 54. 
for Etght.eeftta teMeliu Vn4lff. Coale Ct. 

bse atfOft and .. . rtI 

'--,or.. E"trua fs .,. 

wtUl no tridlft1. of 4t .... '" ft 

lttton of nat t. 

spring rant IIfgr.t1on his 

!DO.'l:atJ to. ttIe t~.au 

, •• t yea, .,*_ two .rea. ,.pertect 1ft tAf!l'll ..... • 
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taMdf. Wtldlffe s.vfCAt. 1955. Spring .. tarlowl", rtf Ma"ttf 
Provt s 1 .. 10 1 PO. , S tn. .Ii. 

t 

, 1 6 

tarter. 81'1 t. tnd J.k. l..I!IiIo.. 

\u4t. . '" ti toft 
twS. S ¥ill., 1.8. 

: . 

~ nt 

'.""1' 

tert 1 breect1ft PO . 
PreUId P3" rt. 

thts p .. 1ftl 1ndfca • . thlt 

1J)f'1ng . ulatioa is It111 tta tc: and that roe 1$ n 51 1fitat 

,,, .. t . 1 .t two n.," 
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carter. B.C. 1966. Spring waterfowl report, 1955 to May t3. 1956. 
Interna' report. CWS. Slckvi -le. N •• 

st,. 1c points.' g the ritt 

local1 y 

Eastern 1ng CO.,P.E.t. 

western ~1ngs Coo, .E.I. 

Eastern C. B ton. .S. 

Port Joli Stnctu ry, .5. 

Shelbu Co. N. • 

Maca. ky, C "'otte 
Co •• ~ •• 

Ta us1ntac. •• 

Bt1e erte s ... 

Slekville .. rs 

L rgest 
n r 

observed 

1 0 

leo 
... 

20 

100 

000 

? 

.. 

froll nine Obs rv rs loclted at 

rant 

COII1> ,.1s-on 
with 
1955 

s · 

s 

s 

dec as 

1ncreas 

tnclS 

1ncreISe 

rvr 

J.f. S MIS 

S.H. Bruc 

D.W.Mc:K1MOO 

R. cAdus 

Dr. H.F. l 1s 

J.F. Ka 

J. Wishart 

W. Johnson 

8.C. Carter 

rtlett. c.o. 1957. pring aterfowl report. ••• • •• and P.E.I •• 
1951. On f11 , eMS , S ekvfl1 •• N.D. 

"The aeri.l survey Irhons for 1956 and 1957 indicate In 

tnc IS in rant populations froll liS year. re ar.nt re 

se.. d during the ground IUrveys along the north sho of Nova Scott. 

than in ither of t two previous 'I rs . 200" 484 and 566 birds 

respectively , were tlnfed on th 1 55 . 1956 d 1957 surveys. T 

P.£.I. aer1., count of 4.461 birds as mo . than doubl the 1955 and 
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1 56 co tI of %.092 ucI 1,97t btrds, .... ptctt .. ly. I.C.".P. 

trols ~N·"""4 1 

f • • ( ) Fe 

of 
f ~re.se$ _u •• r.r._ 

1111 con'cen'tnttont of Nnt al •• 

S 11 9 I 

las T 

last lIIP ads to If •• , 

rtt1 s. 

In S '1. OVl" 'l'rvt,JI ul ""t 
popul Uon O"t 11 

fIst, r. I, r 

u 1 COIl'*" P.E.I. .1 .B....... . 
s .... ;~lJIt to P.E •• • 

.'1SOft 
Uty I" fth 

Obte",d · 1 

.1. 1 0 .F. 

O· "1. Prince Co. ,P.E.I. • reply 

Souris. ftl 11191 Co. t 

P.E.l. • • 

S lb rn • . , 
1.5. o reply A. S1dti\ 

81 , Va ... - 'f.8. f st 

rt oli ., • Co •• 
.s. • 

.s. 18 inc • H.F. l 1 

Anti ish. 
Co •• . s. W • • 



", (contin d) 

Locality 

lac IY. Ctpe 
Co • • .5. 

Louisburg. cape 
C<t. , .5. 

athurst. Glouc S 
Co .. N •• 

ton 

retotl 

r 

Brant 

largest 
n r 

o served 

arison 
with 
1956 

no reply 

no reply 

no reply 

Wishart Pt., rth rland 
Co. , . " o "ply 

Port 191n, rland 
Co., ~ .B. no reply 

Bathurst. Glouces ,. 
Co. . . B. no ply 

Of ppel" roour, St. John 
Co •• N. • 4000 decreas 

seckv111e - .. st 50 inereas 

104. 

eNer 

J.J. 81111.,. 

D. W. in n 

• 8ranch 

J.l. hh rt 

W. ·JoMSOft 

.B. Ronalds 

J.F. kin 

.c. Carter 

Cinar. .C. 1958. Spring wa rfowl report, H • • J fe.S • • and P.E.I. 
On file, CWS , Saekv111e, N.B. 

"The r1.1 nd ground surveys s • d ere e ~n th n 

,.ant 19,..t1ng through the 1"1t1 Provinces 1n 

1958. bu ohse rs ported no change. The: decrease recorded in the 

surveys probably re ulted f th sun s being caI'T1. out at I 

'ater te than in 1957. 

,. 
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-A Pi ·1 survaY$ st1 that rant $ to b' ttl1 inc · u1 ·9 

tn ,11 arels xapt the tt~ ..... S. 0 r . a, .1thou It tn mund 

.tWYe..rs sh 11 tglltcrease. 

"In er.l. est ttl t 

populatfi ~ t1ng tb . S !tot chlJl9td 

re1:tbly , previous y ft. Tnts y . ,. 1 ... were . 

• t:spersed with ttl cmly large concat,atio tn Prince E •• rd Island. ft 

Provinces • 

UAeri,l • • 11th' 

1 1st fa w·· m.'I. .. . 'ftt ,",1Mb'. 

nUlibera of rant.., on1, OIl. 81 ,,"r 

.t were .,.,.,.4 wily ... \Ii 

ly 1 rge 0· mC1mt~ t1 • '",ring 1 p" a ·· rd 

l t. 11 ... was n Ci11ft 

... ,.rted 
are. witb 

111 .... • 

fa 
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A .... OIU Obsener s,..t 

N.S .... A* Hay 27, 19 c. art1t.t 495 

May 12. 1959 c. rtl.tt 530 

I.S.-8· Mat 24-27, 1958 8. Carter 

~ 2O.23.24~26. 8. carter 
1959 

M. .- .5. May. 195 c. artl.tt 
Borde .. Area • C rt,er 

Apr11-MQ. 195 C. Bartlett 
• Clrter 

M.S.- .. May 6-10. 1958 • Carte .. 

May n. 1959 • Carter 

. Totals 1958 4 5 

19 9 S30 

•• S.-A • tth shore Nova SCotta f Allhant to Aftt • t.h 
8 - tape Bnton bland 

tnt ~ Ih ... 

E""Ufte r A.J. 1961. Spring waterfowl repo~. 
1961. CWS. $letv.'1e. I •• 

I1tfae Provinces. 

-10 aer1.1 CO.NIt ot Prtnce Edw.rd Isl.d 1Iavan.,. to .. 

~r1SOD with those of 1960. The . ta .v.nabl. f Vf'OUI\d sUneyl 

sunutad that ...... rs of""t "ong the north shore of v, Scott. 

on May 29. ,.,. were equal to or g,.,te .. than those present ks 

.... U.r ,,. 1960. "o~ 0' B .. ant ..... st111 present in s .,. •• on 

.June 5. d flocks tn Prince E_reI IsllD were also late in departing. · 
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APPENDIX V. Records of Atlantic .. t for the St. Lawrence 11ver 
Istuary froM f11 •• of the $1:8. F01. Quebec office of 
the Cuadt. Wilcl11f. SaMce 

, 
• 

Date Location Brant Observer 

1922 
Spring 1. Bat. de Sept Isl •• . 60.000 

1 23 
-spring 1a BIt. da Sept Xsles 40.000 Haultain 

192. 
--sirt 9 1. Bai. de Sept Isles 17.000 Al'IIStrong 

192 
-Sl1ng la .t. • Sept Is las 63.400 ITer 

1929 
Spring 1. t. de Sept lal •• 492.700 ault 

1931 
-SPrtng la .t. de Sept Isl •• 79.910 P.t1tpas 

1932 
-way 30 ,. &at. de pt 1s1 • 400 C. Doiroe 

31 6S0 
J .... 1 800 

2 70G 
3 800 
4 10.000 
5 20.000 
6 20.000 
7 18.000 
S 15.000 
9 4,000 

10 4,000 
11 4.000 
12 850 
13 700 
14 500 

1933 
-spring 1. ki. de Sept Isles 19,500 C. Doi .... 

1934 
June 2 1, .t. de Sept I.les 250 c. Dot,. 

3 275 
4 350 
5 350 
6 450 
7 400 
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APPENDIX Y. (continued) 

Oate Locatton rant Observer 

1134 (coral'd.) 
WIt 8 1. 81ie de Sept Isles 500 C. Do1,.. 

9 600 
10 3.000 
11 5.000 
12 6.000 
13 10.000 
14 12.000 
15 16.000 
1 17.000 
17 1 .000 
18 3,000 
19 200 

" -,pring ,. 841, de S.pt Is lIS . • 500'* H.'. Lew', cI t. Dot,. 
and vicfnfty 

sprtng laB)url$ta SO W. LaBrit 

1936 
"Lite Oct. 

and .rb Isl. Ytre. r. 91 n 1,000 J. Leve. 
HoYllllbtr 

,.37 
ffiY 2 ,. hit de Sept Isl,s 96 D. TalbOt 

30 380 
31 440 

~ .... 1 188 
2 30 
3 160 
4 307 
5 75 
6 104 
7 487 

222 
9 92 

10 50 
12 14 ,. 10 

1938 
~ 9 ,. kt. de Sept Islts 11 o. Tal t 

23 175 
27 12 
28 30 
29 60 
30 42 
31 138 

• Actual COlilt at 1. 1. pt I.,.s Spring. 1935 WIt 4.5 
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APPENDIX Y. ( cont.'nutd) 
I . . . 

oat. location rant Obst .. r 

1938 (coatJd.l 
~ 1 • Bl1. Sept Isl •• 427 o. Tal · t 

2 316 
3 375 
4 280 
5 340 
6 869 
1 118 
8 632 
9 204 

to sa 
19· 
"Iii"12t 1* a.tt pt 1s1 2 D. Talbot 

30 610 
31 335 

J 1 124 
4 342 
S 428 
6 7 
'1 719 

1.2·08 
9 910 

10 481 
11 186 
16 8 

1940 
7tiii . 1 1. ate. Sept Isl 52 O. Talbot 

2 
S 58 
4 463 
5 447 
6 612 
7 • 1.10 
9 915 

to 312 
11 103 

';} 25 1a eat. de Sept Isl •• D. Talbot 
27 26 
29 128 

dUM 4 228 
S 
6 633 



APPENDIX Y. (conttnued) 

Brant 

1941 (coat'd.) 
~ 1 1. Bat. de Sept I.le, 

1a BI1e de Sept Isl,. 
9 1. Ba1e S pt Isles 

1.11 
163 
603 
508 
382 
178 

10 11 Baf, de sept Isle. 
11 1. Ba1, de Sept Isles 
lZ 1. Bafe de Sept Isl., 

1942 
Ai'Ml 27 

28 

May 19 
. 19 

20 
21 
22 
28 

29 
June 2 

3 

3 
4 
S 
6 
6 

Havre St. P1erre 50 
Havre St. Pierre to t.ong 
Potnte • MIAgan 15 

QVlrry 1. to Havre St.Pferre250 
11 t. de Sept Isle. 17 
,. Bate de Sept Isles 70 
1. ate Sept Isle. 132 
1. Bat. de Sept lale, 180 

tcbou&n to Havre St. 
Pterre 30 

Hama St. Pferre to Large 1.200 
Be n Bate Vietor Ihd 

Isle au au 100 
Between Batcho"",. aad 
urge I. 
,. hfe de Sept Isl.s 
1. Ba1. de Sept 1,'es 
1. t ... Sept Isles 
1a ait de Seet Isle, 

Men aa 1. 1 ctor and 
St. C rles Island 

11 8&t. de Sept Isl. 
,. 8I1e de Sept Isle. 
1. aa1. de Sept bles. 

700 
426 

36 
71 

1,1 2 

600 
932 
796 
41 

110. 

7 

Observer 

D .• TalbOt 

J. 8ouclrea"lt 

D. TalbOt 

J. Boudrea"lt 

D. TalbOt 

L.d. Boud,.ault 
D. Talbot 7 

9 
9 Quarry I11ad lf very 1. . n rOL.J. Soud lult 

16 

19 

1943 
M1Y2 

10 

13 
14 

.. tween liawe St. P1 • .,.. 
and Large Is land 600 
NeftI' law so .... 1 . rant in h1s district 
tn any previous 1MP-

Havre St. P1erre an4 
Vicinity 100 

Havre St. PitM"e to Larag1le 
Potnte of ~ngan 20 

1. 811. de Sept ls1..2 
Havre St. Pierre and 
vicinity 100 

E. Vigneault 

J. Boudreau1t 
8. fjould 

E. VflftHult 
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APPEnDIX v. (eont1nued) 

oate Location r .ftt Observer 

1 43 (cont'd.) 
JiiY 17 H.vre St. P1.rre to L.rge 

Island 2 J. udreault 
17 1a at. de S pt Isl s 97 • 130-.1<1 
18 1. .,. de pt Isles 108 
19 1. a1. de Sept Isl s 40 
26 Betchoua,.. Santtuary 7S .I. i .... au1t 

JUM 1 1a 8a1. 4e Sept Isles 302 B. 1Jould 
2 1a Sa1e de Sept Isles 238 
3 1a at. de Sept Isles 172 
4 ,. ai, S pt Isles 102 
5 ,. " de Sept Isle. 92 
7 Birch I • . ttboutne 

tt. 400 L.J. ud .... ult 
1 Sept 1s1" 1.452 • BUoul .1. Sept Isles 1.363 

10 .1. Sept Isle. 872 
11 18 de Sept tsl I 603 

1973 
May 1 Upper Is lends and th 

shore .,t. Lawrence 
estuar.y ( •• l1al survey) 1,122 A. Reed 




