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Why this study

This research shows why adults choose not to go to post-secondary education (PSE), and how
student financial assistance (SFA) could be easier for adults to get.

What we did

This project asked adults from across Canada why they did not go to PSE, and what might help
them go to PSE in the future.

What we found

¢ Adults said that less secure work, not enough time, costs, and low self-confidence were why
they did not go to PSE

¢ Adults also had many fears, like not being able to find secure work after PSE, having to pay
back student loans, and not being able to finish PSE

¢ Many adults said that the rules to get SFA were too restrictive

o Some adults said that finding information on SFA was hard because it was not all in one
place

e Adults had mixed emotions about student loans. Some adults said that loans were the only
way to go to PSE, but others did not want to have more debt. For low-income adults, any
amount of loan debt was believed to be too much to pay off after PSE

What it means

The findings will help federal, provincial and territorial governments find ways to better meet the
needs of possible adult learners.
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