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| want to be a designer

= You think you want to be a designer. . .But you're not
absolutely sure.

= Do you like to work with your hands? Build models?

= Do you enjoy taking things apart and finding out what
makes them tick?

m Do you enjoy looking at art books? Going to an art
gallery?

m Do you notice the use of pictures in a book? The
arrangement of furniture in a room? The shape of a car? The
cut of a suit?

= Do you enjoy being part of a group effort to produce a
play, a newspaper, a dance?

m Do you find it easiest to explain your ideas by drawing a
picture?

= Do you enjoy being creative, imaginative, innovative? If
you do, then you may have what it takes to be a designer.
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takes to be

Enthusiasm. Good designers have
the desire to change things for the
better by creating new objects and
environments and by improving
those that already exist. They take
pleasure in keeping up with
constantly changing processes of
manufacturing and construction, and
new materials and trends in the
society they live in. A good example
of this is keeping up with the ever
increasing use of computers in
product design and development.
Because they are hired by business
to perform a service, they accept the
challenge of meeting the goals,
budgets and deadlines set by their
clients.

Give and take. Designers do not
work alone. Generally they work as
part of a team with marketing people
and production staff. They should
certainly be strong in their opinions,
yet willing to compromise and
accommodate the ideas of others,
because that’'s what design is all
about. It’'s a process of give and take
until the best solution is found.

Taste. A highly developed visual
sense is essential to a designer, as
are all the senses. Some of this
comes as natural talent. The rest is
acquired by experience, observation
and study. In other words, taste can
be learned and refined.

a designer-

Common sense. Besides being
attractive, the things designers
design must work, and they must
take a minimum of materials and
effort to produce. That way the
people who buy them will get their
money’s worth, and the client will
make a profit.

Patience. Because design is a
process that can take months to
complete, it is hard but rewarding
work. That’s the challenge of being a
designer.

if you're looking for a career which will give your creative streak an outlet
and provide you with a good living, we hope you'll take a good look at
design.
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Whatever way designers work, they
ultimately do their work for business.
They can be hired on staff by a
manufacturer, employed by a group
which specializes in design, or, when
they have enough experience, work
independently as free-lancers.

The *marketing peoplie in a business
tell the designer who the users will
be, the benefits the users should
derive from the final product, what
the competition is doing, and the
price the product should sell for.

The production staff (the people
responsible for actually making the
finished item, whatever it happens to
be) tell the designer what their
equipment and employees are
capable of producing. Much of this
the designer may already
understand, but it is the job of
business to provide as much of this
information as possibie.

Once this information is known,
schedules and budgets are
established. The designer then
proceeds with drawings of the new
or improved product, be it a dress, a
movie set, or a computer. After these
are presented, the client analyzes
them: Does the product as designed
meet the objectives in terms of cost,
function and ease of manufacture?

And, of course, will it return a profit?
Modifications will most likely have to
be made after everyone on the team
has commented on the designer’s
recommendations. When the
drawings are finally approved, a
mock-up may be made to test the
product with consumers, to see how
it looks, and to find out if it works.

*Those whose job it is to keep a product or
group of products competitive, profitable and
in demand.

exactly do designers do?

Further changes may be needed.
Then the product goes into
production. This could invoive mass
production, as is usually the case
with consumer products, or it couid
be simply one-of-a-kind construction
on a large scale—an office interior.
Throughout this process the designer
is in constant contact with the team,
helping to iron out any unforeseen
problems that may arise, some of
which may invoive additional major
and minor changes. The result:

a product that is well planned,
attractive, functional, competitive,
and likely to succeed in the
marketplace.

For the designer, it has been a
fulfiliing, creative experience, with the
great satisfaction of seeing a project
through from beginning to end.
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Most designers choose to work in
the area that interests them most.
For graphic designers, it's
communication; for industrial
designers, manufacturing; and so on
for interior designers, fashion
designers, architectural designers,
and craftsmen.

Whatever your perscnal preferences,
your education should teach you the
aesthetic principles of design as well
as the technoiogy and business skills
to put those principles into practice.

You may choose to enroll in a two-
or three-year program at a technical
college or college of applied arts,
leading to a certificate or diploma in
a specific area of applied design.
Or you may prefer to enroll in a
four-year degree course in a
university, which would offer you
theoretical and practical training
while allowing you to explore a
troader range of educational
possibilities before making a career
choice.

Developing as a designer is a
continuing process. But the depth of
satisfaction you receive from that
process depends a great deal upon
the foundations you build.

A folder listing design programs
offered by Canadian educational
institutions is available on request
from the Awards and Design
Directorate, Department of
Regional Industrial Expansion,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A OH5.
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If you think you are interested in

a specific field of design, find
companies with design staffs and
organizations that specialize in the
kind of work you're interested in—
the yellow pages may provide the
clue—and go and talk with them. This
will give you a better understanding
of what they do and their working
environment.

Begin to look at the designs of
products around you. How
successful are they in meeting the
needs they were designed for? If you
can, visit a college or university that
teaches design (consult Design
Education in Canada for a listing),
talk to teachers and students, attend
a class or two.

You might also try writing to one of
the following design careers
organizations:

Design Organizations

Chairman

Manitoba Design institute
Department of Industry & Commerce
801-155 Carlton Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 3H8

20

to

Executive Secretary

New Brunswick Design Council
Department of Commerce and
Development

Centennial Building

P.O. Box 6000

Fredericton, New Brunswick
E3B 5H1

Executive Secretary

Nova Scotia Design Institute
Department of Development
P.O. Box 519

5151 George Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 2R7

Awards and Design Directorate
Department of Regional Industrial
Expansion

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OH5

Graphic Design

Secrétaire

Société des graphistes du Québec
640, rue Cathcart

Bureau 100

Montréal (Québec)

H3B 1L9

The Society of Graphic Designers of
Canada

Corporate Secretary

Department of Art and Design
University of Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta

T6G 2C9

Interior Design

Secretary

Interior Designers of Canada
180 Bedford Road

Toronto, Ontario

M5R 2K9

The Interior Decorators Society
of Québec
Galerie de la Place d’Armes

‘Studio G

451, rue Saint-Sulpice
Montréal (Québec)
H2Y 2v9

learn

more

Industrial Design

Secretary

The Association of Canadian
industrial Designers (Ontario)
181 University Avenue

Suite 1802

Toronto, Ontario

M5H 3M7

Secretary

The Association of Canadian
industrial Designers (Québec)
C.P. 1488

Place Bonaventure

Montréal (Québec)

H5A 1H5

Craft Design

Canadian Crafts Council
46 Elgin Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1P 5K6

Picture Credits

Black Cat Cafée — Ottawa, Ontario
Bombardier — Valcourt, Québec
Carleton University — School of
Architecture — Hellmut W. Schade
— Ottawa, Ontario

Cooper Design Group —

Toronto, Ontario

Covent Garden Flower Market —
Toronto, Ontario

Edmonton Savings and Credit Union
— Edmonton, Alberta

LaSalle College — Montréal, Québec
Ove Design — Montréal, Québec
Pickle Barrel Restaurant —

Toronto, Ontario

Société des alcools du Québec —
Montréal, Québec

Versatile Farm Equipment —
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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