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SOME COMMENTS ON A BRIEF FROM TIE
ASSOCIATION O BIOLOGY CHATRMEN OF CANADA

RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SERVICES

These comments confine themselves to the accuracy and appropria-
tenegs of the numerical data contained in pages 4 through 10
cf the brief.

The first point to make is that while there are a number of errors
in the dota as presented they do not materially affect the
conclusions as presented in this portion of the brief.

Bach paragraph in the brief will be considered in turn.
Page 4, paragraphs 1 and 2.

Here and throughout the brief a single year is used to designate
a fiscal year. Thus 1974 is used to indicate fiscal year 1973~74.
Howeve:r, this 1s not always done correctly and in table la, upon
which the statements in this paragraph are based, 1874 refers to
1973~74 and in table 1b it refers to 1974-~75.

Figures for 1974~75 for table la are given in table A2.6 on

page 8% of Federal Scientific Resources $4. The tctal for all
bio-oriented research in 1674-75 as indicated in that table ic
$117.0 million which would increase the total at the bottom of
table 1 to $170.0 million. WNote that the collection of data on
R&D by £fiecld of science has been discontinued for intramural R&D
by Statistics Canada as it was not considered appropriate. This
data is now collected for R&D carried out in universities -~ mere
on this point below.

The figures in table 1lb are taken from the Information Exchange
Centre (IEC) Directory as indicated. Two problems arise here;
first, not all awards are reported to the IEC and second, for
all departments and agencies other than the Medical Research
Council, the Department of National Health and Welfare and the
International Development Research Centre only those grants
deemed by the Association to be appropriate to the life sciences
have been included. With respect to the first point, the most
recent survey of Federal Science Activities by Statistics Canada
indicates that in 1974-75 the Medical Research Council wvrovided
$40.4 million o Universities for Scientific Activities, $39.1
million of that for R&D. Similarly the funds provided by

Health and Welfare amount to $14.3 million for total scientific
activity and §$13.3 for R&D.
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Page 6, paragiyaph 1.

The figures in this paragraph and in table 2 are, as far as they

qo, largzly corract. There are, however, two ditfficulties with
the gate as prasented. First, th@ data presented in table 2 are
exlracted from a table which expresses research and development

activity in terms of aple:dLlun dnd not field of science.

These two parameters are ot poarallel although there 1s a correlation.
An examination of Table Z.: on puge 37 of P*dnr L Sedentific

Resourg B4 from which this data is taken rovedls that the entry

for APWiaﬁd'uioscience is made up exclusively of Agriculiture,

fe \C‘

Foraestry and Tisheries ignoring totally the significant biclogy-
relevant amounts which may well reside hidden within - nufacturing

Industry, Northern Development ov Developing Countriz. Lo nane
three. Further if one were to examnine the list of applications
for Applied Chemcsltry (chemoscience?) one wouwld £ind no category
that would fit.

Ignoring the above point, however, we f£ind that $113.2 millics.
that is asscribed o applied bhioscilence ig greater than fow such
worthy causes a } %vLence, Mineral Location and Extraction,
Polivtion and a host of othuers. Further they peoint out that the
$12.4 million QLdHtwd by the HRC biology gelection committess
vepresents L.7% of the total. This may ba Lriue, but that figure
above 14 maau?\quuJu They provide no standard by which this
figure can be measured. Would thelr arsument look any different
if the figure were 0.85% or 3.4%7%

Page 6, paragraph 2

Concerning unsclicited proposals; of the 300 received since

Apvil 1, 1875, 22 have been from Bioclogy or Biclogy-related
university departments. OFf these, 5 have been approved for a total
of $324 thousand, 5 are still pending and the other twelve have

not. been approved as unsollcited provosals although some possibly are

being directly funded by the government depariments concerned.

The main reason for rejection was that the proposals did not

fit in with departwental objectives.

Page 7, last paragraph
The figures given in this parvagraph are correct.
Page 8, last paragraph

According to the most recent survey by Statistics Canada the WRC
expects to distribute $77.9 million to universities for scientific
activitios in 1975-76, the MRC expects to distribute $45.6 million
and the Canada Council $23.0 miilion in the game period. These
figures were decreased by approximately $2.7 million, $1.0 millilon
and $L..0 million respectively by the June hudgel cuts. The
reduced figures are usced in the following table.
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