XV Nos T 0 gl TR 1963 .




CANADIAN ARMY JOURNAL

The aim of the Canadian Army Journal, which is
published quarterly by the Directorate of Military
Training under authority of the Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, is to provide the Canadian Army with
information designed to keep it abreast of current
military trends, and to stimulate interest in military
affairs. The views expressed by authors are their
own and are not necessarily those of the Depart-
ment of National Defence. Reproductions of the
text, in whole or in part, including quotations from
the Journal are permitted only if readers are in-
formed of this fact by suitable introductory or
interpolated note.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Colonel W. A. Milroy, DSO, CD,
Branch of the General Staff (Chairman)

Colonel T. de Faye, MBE, CD, Branch of the Adjutant-General
Colonel D.N.D. Deane-Freeman, CD, Branch of the Quartermaster-General
Lieut.-Colonel F. K. Reesor, MBE,AED, CD, Director of Public Relations

(Army)

IIDULE OV
NMis G DePrese

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Fastern Command: Lt-Col. J. M. E. Clarkson, MC, CD
Quebec Command: Lt-Col. D. H. McIndoe, DSO CD
Central Command: Lt-Col. W. H. V. Matthews, MC, CD
Western Command: Lt-Col. C. J. A. Hamilton, MBE, CD

Staff Artist
S/M (WO1) B. J. Reddie

@RREGENENEEGEER R R AR GO R SHSAR SV E D



CONTENTS

GENERAL SECTION

New Minister of National Defence: A Biography . .
New Associate Minister of National Defence: A Blography
An Exercse for Professional Training
The Motorized Infantry Threat
A Report on Vietnam
Had Britain Intervened . .
Comptrollership in the Canadian Army .
A Digest of Current Foreign Military Journals
Flashback No. 41: Sicilian D Day, 1943
Strange to the Rescue ¢
Book Reviews:

Peace-Keeper in the Middle Fast

Forgotten Canadians -

General Pope’s Memoirs .

The German Dunkirk of 1943

The Royal Canadian Engineers

The Alexander Memoirs

Winston Churchill .

Lhesall ol i rapcers o

The Death or Glory Boys

The Agent and the Opposition

The Battle of San Juan Hill

More About the 104th Foot

Atlantic Battleground {

Missiles and Space Digest . .

New Zealanders wn North Africa, 19/2—1943
Film Reviews ;

CANADIAN ARMY ORDERS
A section for the information of military personnel

TaE RovaL CaxapiaN CorPS OF SIGNALS
UN Commander Honours Canadian Signal Unit in Congo

THE RovaL CaNapiaAN OrpNANCE Corps
Sixty Glorious Years: 1903-1963

92

98

Tue Cores oF RovarL, CanapiaN ErecTrICcAL & MECHANIOAL ENGINEERS

RCEME Award for Lens Holder

TaE CANADIAN ProvosT CORPS
Churchill Provost Detachment

THE RovaL CANADIAN ARMY CADETS
Cadet Marksmen Compete at Blsley and Connaught
Jamailcan Visit, 1962 :

Posting, APPOINTMDNTS AND RETIREMENTS
A section for the information of military personnel

InDEX
A complete index for Volume XVI (1962)

TuE CovER

108
110

118
126

132

135

The Canadian Ordnance Corps handling ammunition during the First
World War. The cover is dedicated to the Royal Canadian Ordnance
Corps on its Diamond Jubilee (see “Sixty Glorious Years: 1903-1963”,

page 98).




A Biography

New Minister of National Defence

The Honourable Paul Theodore Hel-
lyer, P.C.,, M.P., B.A,, new Minister of
National Defence, was born on 6 Au-
gust 1923 on a farm near Waterford,
Ont., the son of A.S. Hellyer and Lulla
M. Anderson.

After attending high school at Water-
ford, Mr. Hellyer graduated in aero-
nautical engineering from the Curtiss-
Wright Technical Institute of Aero-
nautics at Glendale, Calif., in 1941.
Subsequently he was employed by
Fleet Aircraft Ltd. at Fort Erie, Ont.,
starting as junior draughtsman and
working up to group leader in engineer-
ing on the Cornell aircraft elementary
trainer which was used by the Royal
Canadian Air Force during the later
stages of the Second World War.

Having already obtained his private
pilot’s license in California, Paul Hel-
lyer joined the RCAF but before he
earned his wings the RCAF no longer
required pilots. He was discharged and
served the balance of the war with the
Royal Canadian Artillery.

After demobilization Mr. Hellyer
attended the University of Toronto,
obtaining his B.A. in 1949, just prior
to the federal election.

Prior to his resignation in 1962 from
private enterprise to devote his full
energies to public life, Mr. Hellyer was
president of Curran Hall, Limited,
Toronto, one of Canada’s leading
home-building companies. He is a
member of the Toronto Board of Tra-
de, the Ontario Club and the Bloor
District Business Men’s Association.

2

Fresh out of university and still only
25, Mr. Hellyer ran in the 1949 Feder-
al election in the riding of Toronto-
Davenport which had not voted Liber-
al since Confederation. He was elected
and became the youngest member of
the House of Commons.

In 1953 he was re-elected and in
February, 1956, was appointed Parlia-
mentary Assistant to the Hon. Ralph
Campney, Minister of National De-
fence. Fourteen months later, just
weeks before the resignation of the
government, he was sworn into the
Privy Council as Associate Minister of
National Defence, the second youngest
man to hold a cabinet post since
Confederation and the youngest since
the turn of the century.

Defeated in the general election of
June 1957, Mr. Hellyer was re-elected
to the House of Commons as Member
of Parliament for Toronto-Trinity in
a by-election in December 1958.

As a member of the Liberal Opposi-
tion, he became the party’s defence
critic and served as Chairman of the
1961 National Liberal Rally in Ottawa.
He was a Parliamentary representative
to NATO under both Liberal and
Conservative administrations.

Re-elected 1n the general election
of 8 April 1963, Mr. Hellyer was
named Minister of National Defence
when the cabinet was formed that
month.

While at high school Paul Hellyer,
who stands 6 feet 3% inches, parti-

(Continued on page 6)
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The Honourable Paul Theodore Hellyer, P.C.,, M.P, BA,
Minister of National Defence.
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The Honourable Lucien Cardin, P.C,, M.P.,, B.A, LLB,
Associate Minister of National Defence.



A Biography

New Associate Minister of
National Defence

The Honourable Lucien Cardin, P.C.,
M.P., BA., LLB. new Associate Min-
ister of National Defence, was born in
Providence, Rhode Island, on 1 March
1919, the son of Joseph Octave Car-
din and Eldora Pagé. He has resided
in Sorel, Que., since 1933.

After attending primary school in
Sharon-Heights, Mass., Lucien Cardin
took his classical course at Loyola Col-
lege in Montreal and later attended
the University of Montreal where he
obtained his LL.B. degree.

During the Second World War Mr.
Cardin served with the Royal Canadian
Navy from 1942 to 1945, being com-
missioned early in 1942.

Mr. Cardin served aboard the cor-
vettes Pictou and Owen Sound on
North Atlantic convoy operations and
on the Suderoy V on harbour approach
minesweeping. He was placed on the
Retired List in October 1945 and 1n
August 1951 was promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant Commander.

Elected to the House of Commons
as Member of Parliament for Riche-
lieu-Verchéres in a by-election in 1952,
Mr. Cardin was re-elected in 1953, 1957,
1958, 1962 and 1963.

In 1956 he was appointed parliamen-
tary assistant to the Rt. Hon. Lester
B. Pearson, then Secretary of State for
External Affairs.

The late Hon. PJ.A. Cardin, who
held three cabinet portfolios — Fish-
eries, Public Works and Transport —
from 1924 to 1940 was an uncle of
Lucien Cardin.

He was sworn to the Privy Council
and named Associate Minister of Na-
tional Defence on 22 April 1963.

Mr. Cardin married Marcelle Petit-
clerc in 1950 and they have three sons:
Jean Francois, Louis and Michel, and
a daughter, Céline.

He is a member of the Reform Club
of Montreal, the Richelieu Club and
the Sorel Golf Club. His hobbies are
golf and yachting.

New Minister of National Defence
(Continued from page 2)

cipated In several sports, particularly
track and field in which he won his
letter each year. His chief hobbies now
are gardening and music. Mr. Hellyer
also collects stamps and coins, hobbies
which have been taken over by his
daughter.

For a number of years Mr. Hellyer
studied voice under Dr. Ernesto Vinci
at the Toronto Conservatory of Music,

and he still sings in the Westmoreland
United Church choir in Toronto. In
1954 he attended the Banff School of
Fine Arts and sang in the operas Car-
men and Hansel and Gretel produced
by the school.

Married to the former Ellen Jean
Ralph, Mr. Hellyer has three children,
Mary Elizabeth, Peter Lawrence and
David Ralph.



AN EXERCISE
FOR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

by

Major D.G. Loomis, MC*

Introduction

How often have you been involved
in a professional training programme
which is not only tedious and boring,
but also requires a tremendous and
painful effort to set up? Here is an
answer to both these problems. It is
the Professional Training Exercise
(PTX). It is a new exercise tool that
1s not only easy to set up and run, but
also interesting and valuable. It was de-
veloped in the First Battalion, The
Royal Canadian Regiment. Though the
following description deals with what an
infantry unit has done, it will be seen
that the PTX can be applied to any
type of unit or formation for the pro-
fessional training of officers and NCOs.

The PTX was developed more out
of necessity than anything else. As
with all field units we were faced with
the annual refresher training in voice
procedure, tactics, and all the rest.
These usual problems were compounded
by having to really get down to brass
tacks with our new tactical doctrine
involving, as yet, unabsorbed implica-
tions of time, space, speed, dispersion

*The author is serving with the Ist
Battalion, The Royal Canadian Re-
giment, wn the 4th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Group wn Germany. At the
time he wrote this paper he was Officer
Commanding the Support Company of
the 1st Battalion, then training at
Camp Ipperwash, Ontario. — Editor.

and destruction. How to do this ef-
fectively, with virtually no time or
personnel available to write narra-
tives, radio traffic, summaries of events,
suggested solutions and on and on with
reams of paper — that was the ques-
tion.

It was apparent that we needed a
comprehensive self-running, self-perpet-
uating, and self-teaching exercise. Any
such exercise would have to be pretty
good to avoid the usual fate of inertia
and lack of enthusiasm common to
any such scheme when exposed to our
old “pros” — habitually suspicious of
brainwaves and new brooms. The PTX
passed this test and is still gathering
momentum, working like a self-gen-
erating chain reaction. Here is how
it works:

How the Ezxzercise 1s Run

TFigure 1 illustrates the main com-
ponents of the exercise.

There is nothing startling about the
layout of Figure 1 except for the
Higher Control War Game. This is the
real novelty. It gives the PTX life and
continuity. The war game is similar
to those used for research and devel-
opment. It is simple and costs noth-
ing. Briefly, it consists of two maps,
separated by a piece of hessian. The
boundaries and the general layout of
the battle area are marked on them —
one map for us and one for the ene-



EXERCISE FOR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING i

FRIENDLY i WAR | GAME i ENEMY
COMMANDER FRIENDLY ENEMY COMMANDER
HIGHER
| CONTROL
MONITOR EXERCISE DIRECTOR
510
E@NROIEES=(E CONTROL ON DAAGOMG ON

FOR LOWER FRIENDLY BRIGADE FRIENDLY
CONTROL COMMAND VOICE BRIGADE
NET ADMINISTRATIVE

NET

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

BATTALION
COMMAND VOICE
NET

COMPANY

HEADQUARTERS \
G

510

>e
m
(@)
=

COMPANY '
COMMAND THE OTHER OUTSTATIONS
VOICE

ON BATTALION NET
NET

-
2
=
m
-

CONTROL

TOZOTHER: LOWER
CONTROL STATION
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my. Pins are used to represent both
friendly and enemy units and sub-
units. Paper collars or coloured beads
may be used to indicate groupings. For
mmstance, “A” Company Group In a
hide may have a pin as illustrated in
Figure 2.

Higher Control Commanders move
the pins about the war game maps in
accordance with their plans and orders
they issue. The Friendly Force Com-
mander moves all blue pins In the
Brigade except the sub-units of the
Battalion being exercised. As a result,
he can pass SITREPS * and so forth
from all Brigade units and his own
headquarters to the Battalion. With
both Friendly and Enemy Command-
ers moving their blue and red pins,
clashes will occur between their forces.
The Exercise Director, in consultation
with the two Commanders, decides on
the outcome of these engagements.

Let us follow the sequence of events
for one small action, say a patrol
clash. Assume an enemy fighting pa-
trol is ambushed by one of ours from
“A”  Company Group as a result of
a move by the Enemy Commander.
Now the fact that “A” Company had
an ambush In that spot was a result
of orders issued by the Officer Com-
manding “A” Company or by the Bat-
talion Commander. Higher Control
does not control the detailed disposi-
tion of the Battalion sub-units as both
Battalion and Company Headquarters
are free to react to any situation pre-
sented to them. In this patrol clash
Higher Control merely has to decide
what happens in general. Suppose they
decide the engagement will last eight

*Situation Reports.

“A” WRITTEN ON TOP
WITH GREASE PENCIL

BEUESTOP

YELLOW COLLAR FOR
A TROOP OF TANKS

by

RED COLLAR FOR
A FOO PARTY

Efic

Figure 2: The War Game Pin.

minutes, after which the enemy with-
draw. This general information is re-
corded in a log and 1s given a serial
number after which it 1s passed over
the Lower Control net to “A” Com-
pany Group Lower Control.

Lower Control for “A” Company
consists of some of the Company Pla-
toon Commanders and Sergeants. It is
up to Lower Control to “paint” the de-
tailed situations for Company Head-
quarters. In this example, they log the
Higher Control message assigning it
the same serial number as Higher Con-
trol used for ease of future reference.
Then Lower Control makes up messa-
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ges and sends them to Company Head-
quarters as though the ambush com-
mander were passing them; e.g., first
sighting of the enemy patrol, calls for
fire support using proper procedure,
fire-fight, enemy withdrawing, casualty
state and so on. As a result of the
situation being painted, the Company
or, in turn, the Battalion Commander
may take such action as he wishes, l.e.,
send out a force to pursue the cnemy
or keep them under observation or di-
rect more fire at them. As a result of
orders and information received from
Company Headquarters Lower Control
can give a feedback to Higher Control
on the detailed situation and moves
being made at their level.

It can be visualized that Lower Con-
trol 1s kept busy in some actions such
as an attack on a battle position where
they originate detailed traffic from
platoons, support weapons and arms.
IFFor this reason, Lower Control requires
three or more Officers and Senior
NCOs for each Company Group. How-
ever, no matter how comprehensive the
situation gets it can never get out of
control as Higher Control makes all
enemy moves and decides the outcome
of engagements in general, ie., time
and casualty rate.

The beauty of the PTX is that not
only are Battalion and Company Head-
quarters exercised, but also Higher
and Lower Controls are exercised in
a similar fashion. All concerned must
use radios, log information, mark maps,
read the battle and so forth. They are
also presented with tactical situations
which require tactical decisions at vari-
ous levels of command from patrol
to Brigade Commander depending on
the part they are playing in the PTX.

In addition to those already men-
tioned in Higher Control there are
others. The Unit Second-in-Command
usually acts as Deputy Assistant Ad-
jutant and Quartermaster General to
exercise “A” Echelon in such matters
as re-supply, casualty evacuation, ve-
hicle recovery and any other adminis-
trative matters he wishes. A monitor
1s also located at Higher Control. He
monitors the Battalion Command Voice
Net for radio procedure as well as
representing any outstations not ac-
tually on the ground and keeping
Higher Control informed on orders
and information being passed on this
net. When an exercise is in full swing
Higher Control is very busy. In order
to make it run smoothly a number of
clerks and intelligence men are used
to assist in recording information and
keeping maps up to date.

Continuily

Our battalion conducted the PTX
every second week for one afternoon
or for an afternoon and evening.
Throughout the period one exercise
setting was used. It began with Phase 2,
on the obstacle, and after the unit
had been forced back to a Brigade
shelter position it took part in a
counter-offensive which included a riv-
er crossing operation and advance to
the bridgehead Phase 1 line.

On each day the PTX covered some
aspect of the battle in detail in a re-
alistic time and space framework. In
order to ensure continuity from one
PTX day to the next and avoid wast-
ing time in getting the exercise under-
way the following measures were found
effective:
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1. All battle maps were left marked
Uy

2. At least one person remained in
the job he had on the previous PTX
day in Higher Control, Lower Con-
trol and Headquarters being exercised.
This precaution was necessary as per-
sonnel were rotated through various
jobs within the unit to assist in train-
ing all ranks one rank up. For in-
stance, Field Officers rotated through
Higher Control and Battalion Head-
quarters where they acted as Brigade
and Battalion Commanders. At the
other extreme Senior NCOs acted as
Platoon Commanders while Junior
Officers worked in Company and Bat-
talion Headquarters as Duty Officers.

3. Between exercises the next no-
minated officer for Exercise Director
issued a one-page narrative to set the
scene for the next PTX day.

4. Prior to each PTX a 15-minute
briefing was given centrally to all
ranks.

5. Prior to each PTX all concerned
checked their battle maps against the
Higher Control Friendly Forces map.

By observing these simple precau-
tions it was possible, say, to fight the
surveillance battle on the obstacle one
day and on the next run through the
battle in the forward part of the unit
area. Thus, over a period of time the
full battle cycle can be followed in a
tactically realistic fashion and at the

The Higher Control War Game.
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same time each aspect can be minutely
studied by means of the critique held
at the end of each PTX day.

The Critique

The critique is one of the most im-
portant and valuable aspects of this
training. It is here that lessons are
pointed out and remedies discussed
for common errors. As soon as the
PTX-day cease fire is given, all Lower
Controls report to Higher Control
when one of the Higher Control Team
consolidates their points for the ecri-
tique.

" In our case, the critique was held
for all Officers and Senior NCOs tak-

ing part in the PTX while Junior
NCOs supervised the return of stores.
The following sequence was evolved:

1. OC Support Company made any
points from the Battalion Headquar-
ters point of view.

2. The Exercise Director gave points
from Higher Control. He began with
a summary of events and followed
with points concerning the tactics used,
reaction times, accuracy and rate of
passage of information and so forth.
It can be appreciated that Higher Con-
trol is in a position to record the time
taken for information from Brigade
Headquarters to reach the lowest level
of command and vice versa.

The Battalion Headquarters in its “basement” location.
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3. Lower Control points were then
presented. They followed a similar vein
to Higher Control points.

4. The Signals Officer then gave any
points concerning voice procedure and
signals security.

5. Any administrative points were
then given by the Second-in-Com-
mand.

6. All battle maps were then checked
for accuracy.

7. A question period then followed,
after which the Commanding Officer
summed up the PTX day.

Refinements

Thus far, the main essentials of the
PTX have been described. However,
this is only half the story. The basic
exercise can be enlarged in a number
of ways to make 1t even more valua-
ble, interesting and realistic.

The greatest return came from inte-
grating the PTX with other profession-
al training. Every other week TEWTs*,
discussions and so forth were held. Of-
ficers and Senior NCOs were divided
into three groups according to rank
and qualifications to study operations
at platoon, company and battalion lev-
el. The ground used for this training
was 1n the vicinity of the camp and
corresponded to that used for the PTX.
Thus by phasing the training properly,
the setting and ground for the next
PTX could be studied the week before.
For instance, one week the advance
to contact would be studied by means
of TEWTs and the next week the
PTX would mvolve an advance to
contact over the same ground. Fur-
thermore, 1t is possible to adopt solu-
tions presented the first week into the

*Training Exercises without Troops.

PTX. This not only made preparation
for the PTX day even easier, but also
stimulated interest by still greater par-
ticipation by all ranks.

After the PTX had been run a num-
ber of times, radio jamming was in-
troduced. At first it was simple, but
gradually jamming became as sophis-
ticated as one might expect in war. In
addition to working up anti-jamming
procedures, a great deal of progress
was made in teaching an infantry unit
to adopt “out” procedure.

As long as the weather was reasonable
the PTX was run from vehicle-mount-
ed headquarters. However, in the dead
of winter it is obvious that there
would be little learned by anyone sit-
ting shaking in the back of a truck.
When the PTX was run indoors in
winter all Command Posts began and
ended with the exercise mounted. After
a few minutes’ drive around camp they
arrived at a predesignated ‘“base-
ment”. This allowed dismounting and
mounting drills to be worked out for
rapidly changing from vehicle to
ground-mounted control. Aside from
the obvious advantages, this was not
unrealistic as in action it is doubtful
if headquarters would remain exposed
in thin-skinned vehicles if it could be
avoided. While occupying these “base-
ments” phones were used to repre-
sent all additional radio nets found in
a battalion group, such as tank and ar-
tillery nets. This not only allowed per-
sonnel to practise the use of alterna-
tive means of communication, but also
removed such traffic as fire orders
from the command voice nets. In fact,
the whole system of unit fire control
was given a thorough and realistic
working out.
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The PTX provides a good base on
which to exercise other unit elements.
For instance, company hide reconnais-
sance parties were exercised by laying
out hides where the company command
post, 1s operating and support weapons
commanders can actually site weapon
positions. Indeed, the PTX is capable
of being expanded to a two-sided ex-
creise with troops.

Tfinally, special studies may be con-
ducted in conjunction with the PTX.
These may include such projects as the
optimum command post design, how
best to record and disseminate informa-
tion, how does the unit conduct opera-
tions under fallout conditions, what
codewords and nicknames are essen-

tial and so forth. A little effort along
these lines can yield valuable results.
To date, two extremely useful results
have been achieved: one concerned
procedures for maintaining surveillance
within the unit area, the other was
an evolution of an improved system
of designating company group areas
of responsibility in a fluid battle.
However, one must be careful to en-
sure that such projects do not interfere
with the basic aim of the PTX, which
1s training.

Conclusion

No particular aspect of the PTX is
new, but the method by which avail-
able training tools have been com-

The friendly brigade headquarters at Higher Control during operations.
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bined produces a novel exercise. There
are some disadvantages to the PTX,
but these are far outweighed by the
advantages.

The principal disadvantages are some-
what nebulous and are common to
any programme of professional train-
ing. One of these is the fact that a
number of officers must have a clear
grasp of the new tactical doctrine.
Another difficulty is that of exercise
time. In order to avoid sub-units
sitting with very little to do on a PTX
day it 1s necessary to vary exercise
time. Rather than speed the battle tem-
po up unrealistically, the writer con-
siders it better to have control an-
nounce a new exercise time, giving a
short narrative of events for the lost
time interval. A third disadvantage is
that it takes two or three PTX days
to get the exercise wound up to full
speed. Initially, there must be com-
prehensive briefings to put the idea
across to all ranks. Then the exercise
must begin with a restricted number
of outstations operating in a simple
tactical situation. If this is not done
then personne] learning new jobs would
be swamped.

Against such disadvantages there are
a large number of advantages. Some
of the more obvious of these are:

1. The PTX is self-perpetuating
once begun. In this it resembles oper-
atlons more than other types of train-
Ing exercises.

2. It 1s extremely flexible. It can be
run at any time and for as long as
you wish. It can exercise any number
of people and sub-units, the limita-
tion being the numbers available on
any particular day. It can be applied

to any type of unit or formation with
ease.

3. The exercise is simple to set up
and even simpler to execute. Once set
up it requires very little work in the
nature of written narratives, DS* notes
and so on.

4. Everyone on it is exercised contin-
uously. No one has the exercise “tap-
ed”, as the initiative to act independ-
ently has been decentralized. Control
is maintained by judiciously balancing
the scope in which anyone can make
independent decisions. A direct result
of this complete participation of all
ranks is an unusual degree of interest
and enthusiasm. In addition, it is one
of the very few tools suitable for train-
ing junior ranks in certain aspects of
the nuclear battle which involve de-
centralized control and independent
action based on initiative and intelli-
gent anticipation of events.

5. The PTX is realistic, as it provi-
des all participants with a known gen-
eral tactical situation and ground which
has been seen. In this respect time is
saved, as personnel can concentrate
on learning their detailed jobs instead
of trying to absorb a new situation
each week. At the same time every-
one is presented with an ever-chang-
ing tactical situation.

6. The ever-changing tactical situa-
tion brings in the vital aspect of train-
ing all ranks to make sound tactical
decisions at their own particular level
of command. What is more, the me-
thod of control allows these tactical
aspects to be scrutinized in detail.

7. The PTX can be built upon to
include any desired amount of train-

*Directing Staff.
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ing in addition to such basic aspects
as voice procedure, shaking out com-
mand and control elements and so
forth. It can be blown up to a two-
sided exercise with troops with ease.
There are many other advantages as
well. The PTX 1s an excellent vehicle
for building team spirit within the unait.
Personnel can be cross-trained and
trained one rank up with ease. This
exercise 1s an excellent tool in the hands
of the Commanding Officer for im-
posing his will and concept of oper-
ations on the key members of his
unit. Over the period of a winter the
PTX can produce a well integrated,

professionnally competent team in the
unit. This can be done at a minimum
cost in time and effort when compared
to other types of training tools now
available. It also conditions all com-
mand elements for tactical exercises
with troops.

In balance, the multitude of advan-
tages outweigh any disadvantages to
this novel exercise. If you want fast
results and a unit that is interested
and enthusiastic about its training,
then the PTX may be part of the
answer. It i1s a sharp new tool for
professional training. Try it.

Nature Does Her Own Policing

There are six conditions present in
every traffic accident. Usually several
of these contribute a cause to the com-
bination that produces the accident.
These six are light, weather, road, ve-
hicle, traffic and driver conditions.

It should be perfectly clear to every-
one that it is i1mpossible to write
traffic laws to fit every person or sit-
uation. The law can only set a limit
beyond which it is illegal to go. These
limits are often disobeyed and in
many cases the violators are not
caught. In the other cases of driving
too fast for conditions we violate na-
tural laws, and Nature does her own
policing. Punishment is swift, sure and
terrible. Mercy is not shown. There is
no chance for postponement or chan-
ge of venue; no ticket fixing; you
can’t even call character witnesses or
present your excuses. Ignorance of
these natural laws is not accepted as
an excuse.

At the time of the violation, you
are tried, convicted and punished all
within the space of a few seconds. It
may be flaming death, a crushed chest,
broken arms and legs or merely a per-
manently tortured mind for having
caused the death of an innocent per-
son. In any case, you are granted no
appeal.

In view of this, let us get fixed firm-
ly in our minds the six conditions con-
tributing to traffic accidents. Then let
us firmly resolve to drive at a speed
that has regard for these conditions.

Finally, it has been proven in many
miles of test driving under actual road
conditions that the difference between
a top speed of 60 m.p.h. wherever pos-
sible and legal and a top speed of 45
m.p.h. amounts to about 20 minutes
every 100 miles. Think of this when
tempted to use too much speed. —
From a National Safety Council report.



THE
MOTORIZED INFANTRY THREAT

by

Majsor N.A. SHACKLETON, CD*

Since 1945 the Army of the USSR
has steadily increased its capacity to
wage modern war — with either nu-
clear or conventional armaments. An
obvious manifestation of these prepar-
ations has been the stream of new
equipment which has flowed into serv-
ice during the post-war years. The
heavy and medium tanks together
with self-propelled guns have been an
impressive feature of this programme.
Less spectacular, but not necessarily
less important, has been the widespread
adoption of the armoured personnel
carrier (APC). The evidence seems
to indicate that this vehicle will even-
tually be issued to all infantry line
divisions.

The introduction of the APC into
Soviet divisions — on such a large
scale — will exercise a drastic influ-
ence upon the tactical doctrine and
defensive strategy of those forces which
may be compelled to resist possible
Soviet aggression in the future. It 1s
proposed therefore to assess the im-
pact which the mechanization of Sov-
iet infantry will make upon the con-
duct of operations and to discuss what
measures can be taken to nullify or
reduce this threat. The problem will
be considered In terms of convention-

*A member of Lord Strathcona’s
Horse (Royal Canadians), the author
s employed 1in the Directorate of
Combat Development at Army Head-
quarters, Ottawa. — Editor.
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al operations carried out under the
threat of nuclear war.

Soviet APC's

Current equipment includes the ap-
parently obsolescent 4-wheeled BTR
40, the 6-wheeled BTR 152 and the
more recent BTR 50p. The latter is
the amphibious chassis of the light
tank PT 76. The BTR 152 15 essenti-
ally an armoured truck; it carries a
crew of two men and 12 passengers; it
mounts a 12.7-mm. or 145-mm. heavy
machine gun. Although it is a wheeled
vehicle, low ground pressure can be
obtained for off-road performance by
adjustment of tire pressures; this can
be done on the move from the driver’s
seat.

The 18-ton BTR 50p carries a two-
man crew and 12 passengers; it mounts
a heavy machine gun. The frontal ar-
mour plate of this vehicle is estimated
at 40-mm. and that of the sides 12-
mm. The protection afforded by this
armour 1s evident when compared to
that of the Stuart VI M5AI or “Hon-
ey” tank of the Second World War
which carried a maximum of 38-mm.
of armour plate. Other noteworthy
characteristics of the BTR 50p in-
clude its height which is just 6 feet 7
inches and its maximum speed of 31
m.p.h. Detachable overhead cover can
be provided for this vehicle; the BTR
152 was shown in Red Star (the offi-
cial Soviet Army newspaper) with
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The Soviet armoured personnel carrier, BTR 152.

folding doors which provide overhead
cover but the BTR 40 offers no such
protection.

Both of the wheeled types of APC
have been issued to the satellite coun-
tries and substantial numbers of the
BTR 152s were made available to
Egypt and Syria. This may indicate
that eventually the standard APC in
the Soviet Army will be the BTR 50p
or a later model vehicle, in which case
an assessment of the Soviet mounted
infantry capabilities should be based
upon the performance of the BTR 50p
or an 1mproved version of armoured
amphibious personnel carrier.

The Motorized Rifle Division

It is probable that mounted infantry
will be encountered in the largest num-
bers in the motorized rifle division.
This 15,000-man formation possesses
approximately 350 tanks and self-pro-
pelled (SP) guns. The 7200 men of
the motorized rifle regiments are car-
ried in 475 APCs. More than 2000
tracked prime movers, trucks and other
vehicles complete the establishment.
Moving at a 20-yard vehicle interval,
the armoured element of the division

alone stretches over eleven miles of
road space.

Mobuility

The Soviet mounted infantry leans
heavily on tanks and SP guns for di-
rect support during battle; and 1
considering the operational potential-
ities of the APC, the mobility of the
division’s armoured support element
is an 1mportant factor. Tanks of the
division include the JS 3 or T 10 heavy
tank, T 54 medium tank and the
PT 76 light tank. SP guns include the
JSU 122, the SU 100 and possibly the
JSU 152. As the exploitation of success-
ful armoured operations often depends
entirely upon the 1mmediate avail-
ability of fuel supplies, it should be
noted that the operating range of the
T 10 heavy and the T 54 medium
tanks 1s estimated at 214 miles, that
of the JSU 122 and the SU 100 SP
guns 1s 149 and 186 miles, respectively.
It 1s probable that the APC and light
tank have operating ranges comparable
to that of the SU 100.

Although there have been some 1m-
provements in the off-road capabilities
of recent Soviet armoured vehicles,
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track pressures — a dominant factor
In the negotiation of soft ground —
do not differ significantly from those
of Allied tanks at the end of the Se-
cond World War. An exception is the
PT 76 amphibious light tank; it has
a track pressure of 6.7 pounds per
square inch — slightly more than half
that of the Second World War Sher-
man. It can be assumed that the BTR
50p APC has a comparable track pres-
sure as it possesses the same chassis as
the light tank.

Negotiation of Water Obstacles

There is perhaps a tendency to
overestimate the capabilities of amphi-
bious vehicles, particularly those of
APCs, and to underestimate the dif-
ficulties of negotiating river banks
when entering or leaving the water.
This problem exists to some extent on
all streams; and the points where ve-
hicles can cross without preparation of
the banks are rare. Notwithstanding,
1t would be imprudent to underrate
the vigour and resourcefulness with
which the Soviets would tackle opera-
tions of this type. It must be accepted
that, with the judicious use of explo-
sives, power tools and winching ex-
pedients together with the temporary
conversion of APC-mounted infantry
to pioneer labour, many obstacles of
this kind will impose only a limited
delay on an enterprising enemy.

Heavier armoured vehicles are an-
other matter. Providing conditions are
suitable, medium tanks may be deep-
forded by use of the schnorkel device;
but heavy tanks, SP guns and other
vehicles of the division will require
rafts or bridging. Since the Second
World War the Soviets have done

much to improve both their equipment
and techniques for crossing water obs-
tacles. Nevertheless, the fundamental
problems inherent in moving heavy
equipment across these barriers still
remain; and although the process has
undoubtedly been speeded up, the non-
amphibious elements of the division
will still present vulnerable targets at
these times.

It seems probable from the foregoing
that In water crossing operations light
tanks and APCs can be expected to
make an early appearance on the near
side of an obstacle. Having crossed at
as many locations as possible over a
wide area, the APCs and light tanks
will concentrate at those positions where
they can best protect the crossing of
the non-amphibious support element
of the division. In this task the 76-mm.
or 85-mm. guns of the light tanks and
the recoilless rifles, mortars and anti-
tank guided weapons of the APCs
would play an important part.

Firepower

A feature of the motorized rifle di-
vision 1s the formidable quantity of
direct fire armament. Of this equip-
ment the 122-mm. and 100-mm. guns
of the tanks and SP mounts are per-
haps the most lethal hazard. Both of
these weapons have an anti-tank and
anti-personnel capability; and both
possess armour-piercing muzzle veloci-
ties in excess of 2900 feet per second.
The potentialities of these weapons are
apparent when we consider that 20
years ago the German 88-mm. gun
could penetrate 169-mm. of armour at
ranges up to 1000 yards. The long-
range capabilities of Soviet tanks and
SP guns mean that in much of the ter-
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The Soviet amphibious armoured personnel carrier, BTR 50p.

rain of Europe troops who come under
observation may be subjected to im-
mediate, direct attack by armour-
piercing (AP) or high explosive (HE)
projectiles of weights up to 55 pounds.

In the attack the armoured fire-
power of the division can be expected
to execute several roles. Certain of
the heavy and medium tanks support-
ed by SP guns will lead; other tanks
and SP guns will guard the flanks of
advancing columns and shepherd the
movement of APC-mounted infantry.
Still another portion of the armoured
force will be allotted the specific task
of engaging enemy tanks and armour-
ed targets. Whether launched against
a mobile, vehicle-mounted enemy or
against a dug-in defended area it seems
probable that the initial attack will
take the same form. Tightly organized
waves of tanks, SP guns and APCs
will strive to disorganize the enemy by
the use of HE and anti-tank fire.

Speed of movement and the use of
smoke against the objective will be
employed to reduce the efficacy of
enemy anti-tank fire, particularly that
of anti-tank guided weapons; ideally,
the weight of fire and the momentum
of the assault will overwhelm the ene-
my forces in one fell stroke of massed
armour.

Mounted Infantry in the Attack

The role of the Soviet APC-mounted
infantry in the attack will be determin-
ed largely by the strength and charac-
ter of the enemy defence. Against a
determined dug-in enemy who is pro-
perly organized and equipped with the
right anti-tank weapons, the odds are
that the infantry will be compelled to
dismount and assault on foot. This pre-
mise can be substantiated by study of
wartime armoured operations in North-
West Europe; in that theatre, when
the defence was well organized, the
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anti-tank weapon held the ascendancy
over attacking armour.*

On the other hand, in an attack
which is launched against an enemy
mounted in armoured vehicles, the
role of Soviet mounted infantry is like-
ly to vary according to the weight
and disposition of enemy tanks and
anti-tank weapons which may be met
with. In the event of a head-on en-
counter with an advancing enemy the
relatively vulnerable APCs may be held
back until the issue is resolved by the
leading armour. It is also conceivable
that a resolute commander would drive
straight at the enemy, using his
complete force, with the expectation
that the speed and weight of his ar-
moured columns would confuse and
demoralize the enemy. In this instance
rigid deployment of the formation
could afford a degree of control dur-
ing the ensuing mélée. At this time
the fire of the tanks would be thick-
encd by that of the mounted infantry
who would engage targets of opportu-
nity from their APCs. In either case it
1s likely that the side which exercised
the best control and which possessed
the superior tank and APC force
would dominate the field.

The result of an attack by troops
of the motorized rifle division against
an enemy mounted in soft-skinned ve-
hicles, or an enemy who i1s dismounted
and lacks an organized defence, is a
foregone conclusion. There 1s little need
to comment on this kind of operation
except to note that the armoured ele-

*In this regard the experience of the
British  Columbia Regiment 1s note-
worthy. On the 9th of August 1944
this unmit lost 47 tanks. Stacey, The
Caradian Army 1939-45, p. 199.

ments of the division could devote
their whole attention to the enemy ar-
mour. The heavy machine guns and
other weapons of the APC-mounted
infantry would effect the destruction
of enemy foot soldiers and unarmoured
vehicles.

Mounted Infantry Grouping

Accurate intelligence of the Soviet
methods of grouping will indicate to
a commander the minimum size of the
formation against which he must at-
tack or defend. The size and compo-
sition of the groupings within the mo-
torized rifle division will depend upon
the Soviet Army’s appreciation of the
enemy’s intentions concerning the use
of nuclear weapons. If their use is
thought to be unlikely it is probable
that the division will employ tactics
of maximum concentration during of-
fensive operations. Should the appre-
ciation 1ndicate otherwise then 1t is
probable that the requisite dispersion
will be achieved by making the regi-
mental group, or even the battalion
group, the basic fighting entity within
the division. Soviet military tradition
and the tactics of the last war toge-
ther with their ample manpower re-
sources point to the likelihood of the
regimental grouping.

Before considering the defensive
measures best suited to meet the
mounted infantry threat certain of the
conclusions to be drawn from the tac-
tics and composition of the motorized
rifle division deserve brief mention.
Movement of the division wn strength
will be limited to roughly the same
kind of ground as that of Allied tank
formations in the last war. Water ob-
stacles will continue to have substan-
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tial tactical significance; but this will
diminish quickly if light tanks and
APCs can seize a lodgement on the
enemy side of the obstacle. If subse-
quently unopposed, the achievement
of a breakthrough by the armour of
the division could result in advances
of between one and two hundred miles
without need of replenishment. Ar-
moured gunpower of the division can
force those enemy under observation
to adopt a tactical deployment where
all movement must be supported by
fire. It is probable that the BTR 50p
frontal armour is proof against heavy
machine gun fire of less than 20-mm.
calibre at ranges beyond those of in-
fantry company anti-tank weapons.

Consideration of the Defence

In this age of electronic surveillance
and high-speed aerial photography it 1s
not possible to conceal, for long, the

details of defensive field works. Con-
sequently it may be argued that the
loss of that vital element — surprise
— in the conduct of the defence will
more than outweigh any advantage to
be gained from the construction of
elaborate field defences of the kind
used in the past. It has been suggested
that in future war the best means of
defence lies in “mobility”, inasmuch
as a moving force is more difficult to
locate and define; it will rarely remain
stationary long enough to become the
objective of a set-piece attack in
strength or a target for a nuclear
weapon, and that by virtue of its move-
ment capability the commander will
retain a degree of Initiative. In this
war of manoeuvre the enemy would
be attacked at points of our own choos-
ing; success would be reinforced and
disengagement effected in those areas
where enemy strength prevailed.

EASTERM EUROGPE

The Soviet amphibious light tank, PT 76, and the amphibious armoured person-
nel carrier, BTR 50p, shown side by side for comparison’s sake.
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The Soviet heavy tank.

This doctrine was applicable when
the foot soldier of the rifle division
comprised the vast bulk of the Soviet
Army. It is still valid when applied to
the administrative elements of all So-
viet divisions. However, from the
point of view of the commander of the
battalion group this particular theory
of “mobile defence” against APC-
mounted infantry gives rise to a num-
ber of questions. How will the one or
two tank squadrons of the group pro-
tect the 90-odd APCs of the battalion
when on the move? How best can the
APCs be employed when the group en-
counters enemy armour? Is it practica-
ble for infantry in APCs to engage an
enemy who is similarly mounted? And
how best can the battalion defend it-
self if the tank element of the group
is reduced to a negligible quantity?

A factor with dominates all consid-
eration of these questions is the vul-

nerability of Western APCs to most
fire except that of small arms and
shell splinters. The consequences of an
operation in which this factor is neg-
lected can be envisaged by reference
to experience of mounted infantry in
Normandy in 1944: “ ... the company
halted its half-tracks along the edge
of A tiree-lmed” road . oul of the
woods . . . lumbered a Tiger Tank . ..
which proceeded down the line
within a matter of minutes the road
was an inferno with 25 armoured ve-
hicles blazing — all victims of this one
lone Tiger”* 1In view of the Soviet
preponderance in tanks and SP guns
it is suggested that actions of this kind
would be commonplace if, in a future
war, APCs are employed on the move
in an offensive role.

*Chester Wilmot, The Struggle for
Europe, (London 19562), p. 309.
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EASTERN ruRops |

The Soviet amphibious light tank, PT 76.

The best solution to the problem of
defence against a completely me-
chanized, numerically superior enemy
seems to lie in a compromise between
the static and mobile concept of opera-
tions. In brief this entails an assess-
ment of enemy intentions and the dis-
patch of forces in sufficient time to
establish, on suitable features, defen-
sives positions strong enough to halt
or delay an advance. Subsequent de-
ployments would be made to anticipate
and frustrate enemy movements by
confronting him with a series of de-
fensive positions which would exact
casualties on an unacceptable scale.

The successful execution of this con-
cept demands basic fighting organiza-
tions of at least battalion group
strength, including armoured and ar-
tillery support. Smaller groupings, in-
capable of significant action, would be
vulnerable to piecemeal destruction.

Other mandatory requirements include
a capacity for movement with security
and speed, quick organization for de-
fence on the ground and a capability
for orderly disengagement from the
enemy.

Movement of the Battalion Group

Lack of tight control and proper
movement drills can turn the battalion
group into an unwieldy, ineffective
mass of vehicles, particularly at night
or if the battalion is subjected to sud-
den enemy action. It is likely that a
battalion move 1s best accomplished
on a company basis as this is the lar-
gest group over which a commander
can exercise a modicum of visual ob-
servation. An interval of several tacti-
cal bounds between companies on the
march is necessary; this facilitates the
passage of defiles, it gives the batta-
lion commander a degree of flexibility
in the ultimate disposition of his com-
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panies without obliging them to halt,
and 1t permits companies to move di-
rectly into their defensive positions
without congestion at dispersal points.

Despite the cross-country capability
of the APC, long battalion marches,
more often than not, will be made
over roads or over ground adjacent
to roads. A good method of moving a
company under these circumstances is
in column of platoons; this formation
is well suited to meet the needs of
control and security (see Figure 1).
Anti-tank protection of the column
will be provided by armour at the head
of the leading company and on the
flanks of the column. APC-borne re-
coilless rifles and anti-tank guided
weapons will also be assigned to this
task; in some instances, because of the
shortage of armour, the latter equip-
ments will constitute the sole anti-
tank defence for some companies. The
disposition of supporting arms through-
out the column will conform to that of
infantry platoons.

Conduct of Defence

The effectiveness of the defence
hinges largely on speed — speed in re-
connaissance, speed in deploying on
the ground and, most important, the
speed with which troops can get below
ground. Ideally, the battalion group
should move, dig in, then confront the
advancing enemy with an organized
defence when 1t is too late for intelli-
gence on the strength and character of
the defence to be issued to attacking
troops in the form of annotated air
photos or map overlays. This will be
difficult to achieve. Although the use
of the helicopter can shorten time-
consuming reconnaissance at the bat-

talion and supporting arms commander
level, the occupation of ground, selec-
tion of fields of fire and digging are
activities offering less scope for rad-
1cal savings in time. Nevertheless, these
procedures can be accelerated by vig-
orous training and by frequent exer-
cises.

An important consideration in organ-
1zing the defence 1s the disposition of
rifle company APCs. The value of in-
tegrating the APC with its machine
gun into a defended locality is doubt-
ful at best and could only be war-
ranted in such circumstances as a sud-
den attack before troops are dug in.
As observation of these vehicles by
the enemy will likely guarantee their
destruction, they should be located in
ground which at least affords cover
from view; and they must be suffi-
ciently dispersed to prevent the spread
of fire should a vehicle be hit. Vehi-
cles mounting recoilless anti-tank ri-
fles and anti-tank guided weapons
will, of course, be positioned where
they can best fulfil their role. Not-
withstanding, the former must be hull
down and the latter behind cover from
which .its missiles can be launched by
an observer located at a vantage point.

The defeat of the motorized rifle
division presents the defence with
three problems: troops must withstand
a barrage of artillery, mortar and tank
gunfire before and during the enemy
advance; they must halt or destroy
enemy vehicles before the position 1is
overrun; and they must be prepared
to halt, at any time, a dismounted in-
fantry assault.

In the initial stages of the attack
heavy-calibre direct gunfire will be a
serious hazard to the infantry. This
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will be delivered from SP guns and
tanks at ranges beyond the reach of
recoilless and rocket-launched anti-
tank weapons. It may be necessary at
this time to employ all supporting
tanks in the “shop window” with the
alm of preserving the fighting poten-
tial of the infantry for subsequent sta-
ges of the battle; also, it is at these
ranges and against this type of target
that the anti-tank guided weapon de-
tachments can make the most effective
contribution to the defence.

An equally important role of the
armour and anti-tank guided weapons
should be the long-range destruction
of enemy APCs. Possibly this can be
disputed on the grounds that it is not
an economical use of the battalion
group’s best anti-tank resources and
that it results in “overkill” of APCs.
This argument seems academic when
it is noted that each APC presents a

packaged target of 14 men, and the
Centurion tanks of a squadron carry
more than a thousand rounds of gun
ammunition. Furthermore, APCs must
be prevented from bringing the fire of
their heavy machine guns to bear on
forward defended localities. This the
enemy will strive to do, either on the
move, or from hull down positions in
support of a dismounted assault. Fi-
nally, the further away from the ob-
jective the enemy is compelled to dis-
mount the more arduous will be the
assault and the longer he will be vul-
nerable to artillery, mortar and small
arms defensive fire.

When the surviving enemy vehicles
have closed to less than a thousand
yards the fire of the armour and guided
anti-tank weapons will be joined by
that of the battalion recoilless rifles
and later by that of the company
rocket launchers. These weapons can
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penetrate the heaviest armour. If they
have been well concealed, if good use
is made of ground and alternative po-
sitions, and if fire is withheld until
hits are certain the battalion is capable
of bringing the armoured assault to a
standstill.

The break-up of the armoured assault
could result in a cessation of the at-
tack. This could either be followed by
a change in the attacking formation’s
axis of advance with the aim of out-
flanking the defended area; or it could
be a prelude to dismounted attacks
which would increase in strength as
fresh infantry and supporting units
are brought up from the rear. There
is also a likelihood that the enemy,
with his numerical superiority, would
adopt both of these courses.

The battalion group in a hasty de-
fence could defeat assaulting infantry
in substantial numbers — for a time.

However, the battleworthiness of the
group would rapidly decline once the
enemy had accurately defined the lim-
its of the defence and located its prin-
cipal weapons, after which the full re-
sources of his mortar, rocket and ar-
tillery support would be brought into
action. The retention of a defended
area under these circumstances would
facilitate the enemy’s tactics of envel-
opment and permit him to exercise his
preponderance in manpower and sup-
porting weapons to full advantage. On
the contrary, abandonment of the po-
sition after inflicting maximum casu-
alties on enemy vehicles would enable
the battalion group to exploit its mo-
bility, and by the occupation of sub-
sequent defensive positions reduce the
enemy’s tank and APC forces by a
process of attrition to the point where
his advance would be ultimately lim-
ited to the foot-pace of the soldier.

S sgt RW Cole

Motorized infantry in the assault.

R
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Disengagement of the
Battalion Group

The gravest risk in effecting a disen-
gagement will be close pursuit by ene-
my armour. For this reason the op-
portune time for moving the battalion
group would immediately follow that
period in the battle when mass ar-
moured casualties had stalled the ene-
my advance. Successful termination of
the action will depend to a great ex-
tent upon the tank resources of the
battalion group. The role of these
troops will be to keep the enemy at
maximum distance until the APCs and
artillery of the group have moved
well clear of the position. Here again
anti-tank guided weapon detachments
must supplement the fire of the ar-
mour.

Conclusion

The threat posed by Soviet motor-
1zed rifle formations may be desecribed
iIn a word—armour. Armoured pro-
tection, armoured mobility and ar-
moured gun power determine the role
of the motorized infantry and are the
basis of its tactical employment. With
the present disparity In armoured
strengths between East and West there
is little doubt that in purely mobile
operations our quantitative and, in cer-
tain instances, qualitative deficiencies
in armoured equipment could lead to
crippling losses, particularly in APCs.
Furthermore, if the experience of the
Second World War can be taken as
a criterion, the supposition that these
deficiencies can be compensated for by
superior tactics or skilful manoeuvre
is optimistic, to say the least.

Fortunately, in the initial stages at
any rate, we shall be on the defensive

in a future war. In these circumstances
the timely occupation of good defen-
sive positions combined with full ex-
ploitation of our anti-tank capability
could exact a toll in enemy vehicles
which would ecritically diminish his ad-
vantages in mobility, protection and
firepower.

The tank is the best anti-tank weap-
on in the defence, mainly because it
provides the only means whereby
troops above the ground can fight and
also survive hits or near misses from
a multitude of projectiles which may
extend from 7.62-mm. machine gun
bullets to mortar bombs of more than
15-inch calibre. Despite its killing
power in the defence, there will rarely
be enough tanks to meet the needs of
the battalion group. The best alterna-
tive seems to be the anti-tank guided
weapon. These weapons have yet to be
tested in large-scale operations; but it
1s almost certain that, if they are to
be used as a substitute for tanks iIn
the anti-armour role, a proportion of
them must be mounted in vehicles with
armoured protection comparable to
that of the main battle tank.

Finally, there 1s the human factor —
the most vital consideration in the
conduct of the defence. More than ever
in the past troops must possess the
highest standards of professional com-
petence, discipline and physical and
mental stamina if they are to prevail
against the mechanized enemy.

A Maxim

Enemies likely to be dangerous are
always too cunning to expose them-
selves to danger. — Napoleon.



A REPORT ON VIETNAM

by

Lieut.-CoLoNEL R. F. MacKay, MC, CD*

In the early summer of 1954 the rep-
resentatives of some 14 nations met
in Geneva to decide the terms of a
cease-fire in Indo-China. This confer-
ence is now commonly referred to as
the Geneva Conference, and the result-
ant agreements (separate agreements
were made for the three countries of
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) as the
Geneva Agreements.

Article 34 of the Agreement on the
Cessation of Hostilities 1n Vietnam
reads as follows:

“An International Commission
shall be set up for the control
and supervision over the applica-
tion of the provisions of the agree-
ment on the cessation of hostilities
in Vietnam. It shall be comprised
of representatives of the following
States: Canada, India and Poland.
It shall be presided over by the
representative of India.”

Thus began Canada’s participation
the ICSC (International Commission
for Supervision and Control) in Viet-
nam.

The terms of the Agreement dictated
the organization of the Commission
and the locations of the various el-
ements of the Commaission. In a nut-
shell the principal terms were:

*A member of The Queen’s Own
Rifles of Canada, the author has
been filling the appointment of Deputy
Secretary General (Operations) on the
Secretariat of the International Com-
misston for Supervision and Control in
Vietnam. — Editor.
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1. To establish a demilitarized zone
on either side of the agreed demarca-
tion line.

2. To control the movement of the
opposing forces to their respective sides
of the demilitarized zone.

3. To supervise and facilitate the
movement of civilians residing on one
side of the line who wished to go and
live on the other side.

4. To control all the points of entry
into Vietnam so that additional arms,
military equipment or troop reinforce-
ments could not be introduced.

5. To supervise the liberation and
repatriation of prisoners of war and
civilian internees and to ensure that
both sides refrain from any reprisals
or discrimination against persons or or-
ganizations on account of their activi-
ties during the hostilities.

To comply with these terms it was
necessary for the Commission to be
organized so that it could maintain
close contact with the ruling factions
in both North and South, to have
permanent elements located at the
principal points of entry, and to main-
tain a reserve which could be used as
mobile force capable of being dis-
patched to any required location. Since
it was obvious that the bulk of the
Commission’s work would initially be
in the North, the main headquarters
was established in Hanoi with a sub-
headquarters in Saigon. The permanent
elements located at the points of entry
were called Fixed Teams while the
reserve was used to form the required
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number of Mobile Teams. Locations
of the headquarters and the fixed
teams as of the end of 1955 are shown
at Sketch “A”. It will be noted that
the team on the demarcation line is
shown as a Mobile Team. To this day
it 1s still referred to as Mobile Team
76 although to all intents and purposes
it 1s actually a Fixed Team.

What constituted a team? In the
early days the majority of fixed teams
were composed of two officers from
each of the three participating coun-
tries. In addition, as assistants to the
team, were two interpreters from Po-
land (one Polish-English and the other
Polish-French), a Liaison Officer, an
interpreter (Vietnamese - English), a
team clerk (Vietnamese) and a signals
detachment (India). A few teams had
only one officer from each country.
Mobile teams generally just had the
one officer from each country but were
often accompanied by Liaison Officers
and interpreters from both sides.

The early years of the Commission
were busy years, especially the period
up to end of 1955. However, once the
regrouping of forces was complete and
the movement of civilians from one
side to the other was finished, the
workload lessened, and the bulk of
the Commission’s housekeeping duties
shifted from North to South. This was
natural since Saigon was, and is, the
port of entry and exit for the vast
majority of Commission personnel and
stores. With the main headquarters in
Hanoi, it was still necessary to main-
tain a substantial administrative tail in
Saigon. Because of these factors the
main headquarters was moved to Sai-
gon in 1958 and a substantial reduc-
tion was made in the number of team

officers and, to a lesser extent, in the
number of administrative personnel.
All teams except Saigon and MT76
were reduced to one officer from each
country and some teams were elimi-
nated. The requirement for mobile
teams practically vanished and, there-
fore, the need for a reserve no longer
existed. With the sub-headquarters at
Hanoi having very few administrative
responsibilities, it was possible to have
it function with about one-tenth the
strength of the old sub-headquarters
at Saigon. The present locations of the

headquarters and the teams are shown
at Sketch “B”.

What is the life of a team officer?
If one were to conduct a poll with
past and present team officers he would
get a variety of answers, some of which
could not, be printed. In the early days
when most teams had two officers
from each country, and Polish inter-
preters, there was more scope for di-
versions. During free time there were
always at least four who played bridge
and, counting the Indian signallers, one
could find enough for a volleyball
game. Perhaps most important of all
was the fact that the officer had
another officer from his own country
to talk to. Now, with only one officer
per country, life on some of the North-
ern teams can be very lonely, especially
for the Canadian. He is isolated hun-
dreds of miles from anyone who talks
as he does or who thinks as he
does. His job requires him to be on
the spot 24 hours a day and yet there
is only enough real work to keep him
occupied for a small part of this time.
Although, at first, strange sights, cus-
toms and smells provide some interest,
they lose their attraction after the first
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few weeks. Unless he draws up a set
programme and forces himself to ad-
here to it rigidly, he will be “climbing
the walls” by the time his tour is
finished.

What about food and accommoda-
tion? First, food. In the North the
food 1s provided by the government.
Although practically every team-site
has its own small refrigerator, there is
virtually no bulk refrigeration. There-
fore, because of the temperature,
anything in the meat or fish line must
be butchered or caught a short time
before it is eaten. This results in a
very high percentage of chicken in the
daily diet — not plump, milk-fed
chicked but a rather thin, tough va-
riety. One verse of a popular Candel
song goes as follows:

When a Candel comes forth

After weeks in the North,

To the sights and the sounds of

the South

It’s a safe bet to say,

If you mention poulet

You'll end up with a smack wn the

mouth.

In all fairness, one must say that
the food in the North is not bad, al-
though monotonous. In the South (ex-
cept MT76 which is rationed like
teams in the North), the officer buys
his own rations. Suitable restaurants
are available in the vicinity of all
teamsites.

Accommodation (except for MT76)
in North and South is quite comfort-
able. Some quarters in the North were
built especially for the teams but, as a
rule, in both North and South the
teams have taken over villas or are
quartered in hotels. Oldtimers will be
happy to know that the bamboo shacks

with mud floors are now a thing of
the past. Speaking of quarters, and
this seems paradoxical coming from
Canadians, the thing missed most is
some source of heat. During the winter
months the temperature in the North
can go down to about 40°; with no
radiators, fireplaces or stoves to warm
your room this can be fairly miserable.
A hot bath or shower is unheard of
but the room boys will provide a
bucket of hot water for a sponge bath.

What about relations between Can-
adians and the Indians and Poles?
Naturally, and inevitably, with the
Pole and the Canadian representing
two completely different ideologies and
the Indian usually following a third
course, there are arguments. By and
large, however, these arguments are
confined to business hours and are not
pursued during meals or social gather-
ings. Only a very small percentage of
the Polish officers are Party members;
however, they all do exactly what they
are told to do and, incidentally, do it
very well. They never cease to be
amazed when the Canadian makes a
decision without consulting “his party”.
Although we never reach that spirit
of camaraderie which one might expect
between Canadians and British or
Americans, relations are good, and cor-
respondence with Indian and Polish
friends often continues long after a
tour is finished.

Has the Commission done a worth-
while job, and is it still performing a
useful function? The answer to the
first part of this question is an un-
qualified YES. The demilitarized zone
was established and almost one million
people were moved from one side to
the other. The opposing forces were
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regrouped into their respective zones,
and prisoners of war were released. It
is true that some reprisals did take
place but, considering the few teams
the Commission could put in the field
and considering the tremendous diffi-
culties of communication, the whole
operation was completed in a manner
which reflected great credit on the
members of the original Commission.
To answer the question, “Is the
Commission still performing a useful
function?” is also simple but perhaps
it is simple only to those who are in-
timately connected with the Commis-
sion. The Geneva Agreement was not
meant to be a lasting document but
purely a temporary agreement between
the People’s Army of Vietnam (North)
and the French Union Forces (South)
to regulate the conduct of both parts
of the country until free national elec-
tions could take place in 1956. Of
course the elections never did take
place and when the FUF moved out
and the Government of the Republic
of Vietnam assumed control of the
South, the Commission found itself
in the unenviable position of attempt-
ing to supervise and control the terms
of an agreement which was largely
outdated and which was contracted
between two parties, one of which no
longer existed. Despite all the frustra-
tions of working under the present
agreement, the Commission is still
functioning, and it is the unanimous
opinion of those intimately connected

with it and the situation in Vietnam
that, if the Commission were to be
dissolved without being replaced by
some other international body, the
threat to world peace would undoubt-
edly increase.

Does a tour in Vietnam increase an
officer’s value to the Canadian Army?
In this day and age when the world
is divided into two ideological factions,
it is difficult, if not impossible, to
assess the value of having lived and
worked within the opposing camp. On
the definite credit side there can be
no doubt that an officer’s interest and
understanding of world affairs is sub-
stantially enhanced by a first-hand look
at this confused and confusing part of
the world. On the other hand, the
frustrations and relative inactivity of
the day-to-day work lead some to sub-
seribe to the theory that a tour in Viet-
nam is the best possible in-job train-
ing for an officer who is about to
retire.

Despite the lack of pressure it is
paradoxical that only top grade offi-
cers of sound body and mind are suit-
able. The demands for self-discipline
are very great and, although as indivi-
duals the opportunity to do good is
limited, the scope for doing harm to
the Army, Canada and the West is
unlimited. The penalties for poor man
management and slack administration
are perhaps more far-reaching than in
any undertaking other than actual
combat.

Queer But Effective English

Quoted from a letter written by a

lawyer in India:
“Dear Sir: Unless you pay the rupees

that you owe within seven days, we
shall take steps as will cause you the
utmost damned astonishment.”



Had Britain Intervened

by

J. MAcKAY HITSMAN

A flood of literature continues to
pour from the printing presses one
hundred years after the American Civil
War was being bitterly contested. Ima-
ginative accounts of what might have
happened had the Confederates ad-
vanced boldly after their victory at
Bull Run on 21 July 1861 and seized
Washington made an appearance some
time ago. Nothing specific, however,
was said about what might have hap-
pened if Great Britain had declared
war on the United States in conse-
quence of the Trent Affair*

Northern defeat at Bull Run made
it apparent that the North would not
be speedily triumphant and opinion
in England became more and more
doubtful whether conquest of the
South would ever be possible. There
was a rapid decline of pro-Northern
sentiment in consequence of President
Lincoln’s repeated statements that slav-
ery was not the issue at stake. These
may have been necessary to dissuade
the slave-owning border states from
seceding also, but they were misun-
derstood by the average Englishman
who had little comprehension of Amer-
ican constitutional niceties. Officially,
of course, the British Government
stood by its Proclamation of Neutral-
ity, but powerful commercial interests
were urging that something be done to
get, Southern cotton to the idle mills
of Lancashire.

*All documentary material is held by
the Public Archives of Canada and
may be studied by anyone interested.
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Matters were brought to a head in
November 1861 after the British steam-
ship Trent was stopped on the high
seas near Cuba by U.SS. San Jacinto
and Messrs. James Mason and John
Slidell foreibly removed. These spe-
cial Commuissioners of the Confederate
States of America had been en route
to London and Paris, respectively, as
passengers on a neutral ship.

“Twisting the lion’s tail” was an
old American custom, so news of this
action was greeted with great enthu-
siasm by newspaper readers in the
Northern States. In England, however,
there was angry excitement and pu-
blic opinion was quickly mobilized be-
hind pro-Confederate newspapers in
demanding that the Prime Minister do
something. The British flag and peo-
ple had been insulted. Nothing loath,
the always bellicose and now elderly
Lord Palmerston hurriedly drafted an
ultimatum demanding the return of
Messrs. Mason and Slidell to a British
ship and a full apology.

Just in case the American Govern-
nient should reject these demands, the
Navy and Army moved onto a war
footing. The Royal Navy was then
undisputed mistress of the seas and,
once concentrations had been altered,
quite capable of driving the United
States Navy into harbour, reopening
the ports of the Confederacy to world
commerce and establishing its own ef-
fective blockade of the Atlantic coast
northward from Chesapeake Bay. The
British Army, having learned a hard
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lesson from the cruel setbacks and
blunders of the recent Crimean War
and Indian Mutiny, had regained its
efficiency, although it was still not
overly large in view of its world-wide
commitments.

The immediate British problem, how-
ever, was defence of the still separate
and thinly populated provinces of
Canada, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia which bordered on the United
States. Although the size of the British
garrison in North America had flue-
tuated up and down as Anglo-Ameri-
can relations worsened or improved
during the years following the War
of 1812, invariably it had been com-
parable in strength to the regular army
of the United States. Since Great Bri-
tain and the United States of America
were not military powers in the Euro-
pean sense, governmental desires for
economy had kept troop strengths
fairly small.

Ever since 1825 British plans for the
defence of the North American prov-
inces had provided for possible of-
fensive operations — to forestall Ame-
rican invasion — should the British
garrisons ever be large enough to spare
field forces. A top secret portion of the
report then submitted by Major-Gen-
eral Sir James Carmichael-Smyth of
the Royal Engineers suggested moving
from Montreal up the Richelieu River
and Lake Champlain towards Albany
and from Niagara towards Buffalo and
along the Erie Canal; at the same
time a British fleet would blockade
New York harbour and land troops
on Long Island and Staten Island.

The 11,000 redcoats now ordered
from England to reinforce the 7400
troops in North America would make

possible such inland operations. A re-
placement would have to be found for
the Lieutenant-General Commanding
in British North America, because Sir
William Fenwick Williams was aptly
described by one newly-appointed staff
officer as “a very handsome old gent-
lemen, with charming manners”. The
inference, of course, was that charm
does not compensate for ineffectual-
ness. Since offensive operations could
not be launched until late spring, how-
ever, there would be plenty of time
to find the right man and to concert
plans.

Only one of the British transports
was able to enter the St. Lawrence
River before the freeze up. As no
railway line yet connected Halifax and
Montreal, however, plans had been
made for troops to be landed in New
Brunswick and transported in sleighs
over snow-covered roads to Riviére-
du-Loup on the lower St. Lawrence.
From there a railway line paralleled
the river to Montreal and continued
to the southwestern tip of the provin-
ce, just across from Detroit.

During the movement of the 62nd
Regiment of Foot through New Bruns-
wick in early January 1862, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel James Daubeny paid an
unofficial visit across the Maine bor-
der to Houlton, which would have
been one of his unit’s objectives had
war materialized. “The only garrison
in the place”, he reported, “were 60
volunteers, whom I saw marching in
the Town without arms to the ins-
piriting air of ‘Yankee Doodle’ played
on a solitary fife accompanied by a
big drum, so that the 62nd would not
have had a hard task to perform”. This
was equally true elsewhere along the
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border, since trained troops were all
deployed many miles to the south
watching the Confederates.

Lieutenant-Colonel Garnet Wolseley,
later to become a Field Marshal and
Commander-in-Chief of the British
Army, expressed the opinion some
time later, after spending a few weeks
with General Robert E. Lee’s Army
of Northern Virginia, that “the co-
operation of even one army corps of
regular troops would have given com-
plete victory to whichever side it
fought on”.

Still a British Army would not like-
ly have been employed alongside the
Army of Northern Virginia. General
Lee would not have been willing to
subordinate his command to the Bri-
tish, against whom his father (“Light-
horse Harry” Lee) had fought in the
Revolutionary War. Queen Victoria’s
cousin, the Duke of Cambridge, would
never have dreamed of subjecting to
outside direction the British Army of
which he was then General Command-
ing-in-Chief. Therefore British oper-
ations would most likely have fol-
lowed the lines proposed by Major-
General Carmichael-Smyth in 1825.

The improvement and extension of
roads and canals in the intervening
years, and the network of railroads
which now covered New York state,
would render easier and quicker a Bri-
tish advance from Montreal and Nia-
gara. Iurther regiments of redcoats
would be arriving at Quebec and Mont-
real as soon as the St. Lawrence was
free of ice to swell this task force.
Accompanying units of Canadian vo-
lunteer militia, whose personnel were
familiar with local conditions, could
handle most of the actual supply and

transport work and serve as military
ploneers. No matter how willing or
determined, recently raised New York
regiments of volunteers and comple-
tely untrained state militia would not
be able to hold up the invaders.

A British expedition mounted from
Halifax and Bermuda would encoun-
ter little serious opposition at New
York from a population which con-
tained large and diverse immigrant
elements. Manhattan, as well as Long
Island and Staten Island, would fall
quickly. British warships could then
sail freely up the Hudson River, car-
rying troops. When these linked up
with the expedition from Canada, the
whole of New England would be
pinched off for reduction at leisure.

Fresh columns of redcoats could then
move south towards Philadelphia, while
the Royal Navy landed troops near
Baltimore where there were many
Confederate sympathizers.

How far Lee’s Army of Northern
Virginia would have got in the mean-
time, and whether it would have been
able to seize Washington, would not
matter greatly to British plans. Having
gone to war for reasons of prestige,
Britain would be glad to call a halt
should President Lincoln be wise
enough to sue for peace. From Bri-
tain’s point of view it would be best
to have a dis-United States to the
south of her own weak provinces, for
at this late date there could be no
serious thought of forcing Americans
back into the British Empire. Cer-
tainly President Lincoln’s armies in
the east could not fight for long on
two fronts and there would be no point
in his continuing until either the Bri-
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tish or Confederates got to Washing-
ton.

But cool heads had prevailed in De-
cember 1861. Queen Victoria’s dying
Prince Consort managed to tone down
Lord Palmerston’s ultimatum and the
British Government authorized its
Ambassador in Washington to delay
official delivery so that the Lincoln
Administration would have plenty of
time to comsider. In turn, at a meet-
ing on December 26, Secretary of State
William Seward managed to persuade
President Lincoln and the other cab-
inet members to release Messrs. Ma-

son and Slidell to a British ship at
Baltimore. The British Government
then conveniently overlooked Ameri-
can failure to apologize for stopping
the steamship Trent on the high seas.

Eventual victory by the North
frightened the separate provinces of
British North America into federating
as the Dominion of Canada. The ex-
cellent American-British-Canadian re-
lations subsequently established have
served free peoples in good stead
during two World Wars, an Undeclared
War in Korea and the variable Cold
War that continues.

Blue Flag Over Yemen

Camp Rafah, Egypt — Once again
under the blue flag of the UN the
Canadian Army and RCAF are en-
gaged in logistical and air support of
a peace mission as a new set of initials,
UNYOM (United Nations Yemen
Observer Mission), comes into being.

Already five Canadian Army officers
are in Sana, the capital city of Yemen,
which 1s destined to be the head-
quarters of the newly-created force.
They are among an advance party of
38 from 14 different nations that have
been airlifted along with equipment by
RCAF Caribou and USAF Hercules
aircraft.

Commanded by Major-General Karl
Von Horn of Sweden, former chairman
of the UN Truce Supervisory Organi-
zation in Israel and the four bordering
Arab nations, the logistical support for
the operation was planned by a Can-
adian, Lt.-Colonel T. L. C. Pierce-
Goulding of Ottawa and Toronto,
chief logistics officer for the United
Nations Emergency Force (UNEFL).

The Canadian officers now in Sana
were drawn from both the TUnited
Nations Truce Supervisory Organiza-
tion (UNTSO) and UNEF. They are
Major E.R. Sharpe, Winnipeg, and
Major H.A. McLellan, Sarnia, Ont.,
operations officers; Major E.J. Ami-
rault, Ottawa, operations officer and
legal adviser; and Major A.V. Horie,
Vancouver, an observer. All are from
UNTSO.

Captain R.A. Thorne of Saint John,
N.B, is perhaps the busiest officer of
the lot in his capacity as supply officer.
The RCAF has made two aircraft, an
Otter and a Caribou, available to the
Force which is making shuttle flights
between Yemen and El1 Arish.

The ancient walled city of Sana,
which has seen little change in the past
2000 years, is situated 6500 feet above
sea level. It is located in the centre
of the 4500 square miles of mountains,
fertile valleys and arid desert that
make up the Arabian territory of
4,500,000 people.



A Report on the New Branch

Comptrollership in the
Canadian Army

WRITTEN SPECIALLY FOR THE JOURNAL BY THE
CoMPTROLLER-GENERAL’S BRANCH, ARMY HEADQUARTERS, OTTAWA

In a previous issue of the Canadian
Army Journal a short article appeared
announcing the establishment of the
Comptroller-General’s Branch 1n the
Canadian Army. Included were brief
paragraphs on the organization of the
Branch and its main functions.

It 1s probable that most readers
skimmed through the article, said “So
what?” to themselves, and then passed
on to what they would consider to be
articles of greater interest. Everyone
1s aware of the traditional three
branches in the Army, but it will take
some time to realize that a fourth —
the Comptroller-General’s Branch (CG)
— has come into being.

The aim of this article, therefore, is
to tell you something of the background
that led to the establishment of this
new branch, its organization and its
functions.

For some years, senior officers at
Army Headquarters had been con-
cerned with the lack of a single direct
and responsible voice on finance and
manpower at the highest level in that,
whilst the Directorate of Army Budget
served as an adviser and coordinating
agency for financial matters under the
Vice Chief of the General Staff, the
Directorate of Staff Duties performed
a similar function in regard to man-
power but was responsible to the
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Deputy Chief of the General Staff. In
addition, there was a real need to
relate manpower utilization to costs In
view of the fact that military and ci-
vilian pay of the Army is an ever-
increasing major percentage of the to-
tal of funds available for all Army
purposes.

Old methods may have been accept-
able prior to 1939 when Army budgets
were very small or during the war and
some of the post-war years when money
was 1n relatively good supply, but
they are not suitable for today’s finan-
cial chmate. To quote the Lieut.-
General Comptroller of the United
States Army: “Two all-pervading de-
fence problems of our times are those
of distributing available national re-
sources among the many claimants, and
stretching the maximizing returns in
military capability from the allocated
national resources.”

The Chief of the General Staff of the
Canadian Army, faced with similar
problems, asked his staff in 1961 for
a report on the “Introduction of the
comptroller system into the Canadian
Army”. The report was to include the
advantages, disadvantages and the or-
ganization required for such a system.

In November 1961 the Deputy Chief
of the General Staff and the Director
of Army Budget submitted their report



COMPTROLLERSHIP IN THE CANADIAN ARMY

which was accepted by the CGS and,
after Ministerial and Treasury Board
approval, the Comptroller-General’s
Branch came into being on 1 August
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1962. While some persons may think the
Branch originated as a result of purely
budgetary considerations, the above
short history indicates otherwise.

Organization of the Comptroller-General’s Branch

The Comptroller General’s Branch is organized as follows:

Comptroller-General (Maj Gen)

Deputy Comptroller-General (Brig)

Directorate of
Army Budget
(Col)

The Comptroller-General is a mem-
ber of Army Council and is directly
responsible to the Chief of the General
Staff in all matters of finance and
manpower control.

The new organization will enable in-
tegrated planning and management of

Directorate of
Financial Management

(Col)

Directorate of Manpower
Control and Management,

(Col)

all Army fiscal programmes to be car-
ried out and will result in improved
correlation of manpower and finance.

It i1s appropriate at this juncture to
explain the responsibilities and func-
tions of each of the three directorates
in the CG Branch.

Organzzation of the Directorate of Army Budget

The Directorate of Army Budget is organized as follows:

Director of Army Budget (D Budget)

Plans and
Budgets

The most time-consuming task of
D Budget is that of coordinating the
annual preparation of the Army’s Esti-
mates. It takes from June to December
each year to get the Estimates assem-
bled in appropriate detail and through
all stages of screening (they are finally
approved by Parliament in the follow-
ing year). A natural extension of thig
function is long-range planning, and

Programme
Analysis

Finanecial
Arrangements

towards this end D Budget assists each
year in the preparation of a 5-year plan
and puts a price tag on all items in the
Army Programme Document (known
as the “Mark Document”). It forecasts
the cost of the Army’s planned activi-
ties over the next five years, shows
the allocation of manpower to Army
functions, and itemizes planned new
equipment procurement. This serves
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the dual purpose of keeping the Ar-
my’s plans realistic and providing a
basis for the next year’s Estimates.

D Budget is also responsible for car-
rying out cost analysis studies on a
wide variety of Army activities as an
ald to the comparative review of pro-
grammes from a cost point of view. It
i1s anticipated that long-range benefits
will be derived in the field of program-
me planning, estimating and perform-
ance measurement as well as in the
1dentification of areas in which signif-
icant savings are possible.

Another function of the Directorate
1s to work out the numerous and some-
times intricate financial arrangements
under which inter-service, inter-depart-
ment and inter-government activities
are financed. Examples are the admin-
istrative support of the Canadian
troops in Europe paid for in sterling,
duetsche marks and Belgian francs;
supply of rations to the Royal Cana-
dian Navy and Royal Canadian Air
Force; financial arrangements with the
United Nations for the employment of
Canadian troops In various overseas
assignments.

Organization of the Directorate of Financial Management

The Directorate of Financial Man-
agement is largely comprised of the fi-
nancial sections’ personnel who previ-

ously operated within the various di-
rectorates at AHQ having major finan-
cial needs. It is organized as follows:

Director of Financial Management (D Fin M)

|
Financial Control (4)

(Monitors Works,
Construction,
Supply and Transport,
Movements,

“G” & “A” Branch
Primaries)

D Fin M has as a basic responsibil-
ity: the continuous monitoring and
analysis of all financial aspects of the
activities of the spending Directorates
related to construction and maintenan-
ce, supplies, movement of matériel and
personnel, and the procurement of
stores and equipment from planned in-
ception to conclusion, as well as ex-
penditures connected with training and
administration.

As a part of the monitoring function
the appropriate D Fin M section pro-

Financial Control (B)

(Monitors Ordnance,
Electrical & Mechanical
Engineering and
Signals Primaries)

l

Coord and
Allotment Control

(including Army
Headquarters
Accounts Office)

vides advice and assistance to the
spending Directorates concerning the
funds allotted for approved program-
mes, the availability of funds for ad-
ditional planned projects and the need
for increased allotments to meet these
projects.

Having in mind the requirement for
an efficient fiscal accounting and fi-
nancial reporting system in the Cana-
dian Army as a whole, this Directorate
will progressively review all present
systems and make recommendations
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respecting the nature and extent of fis-
cal accounting records to be main-
tained by all components of the Army.

Two additional responsibilities as-
signed to the Directorate are the pre-
paration of submissions to the Deputy
Minister recommending that signing
authority under the Financial Admin-
istration Act be granted to specified
military and civilian officers, and the
review of Chief Auditor Department
of National Defence Reports and the
Auditor General Reports as well as the
coordination and preparation of Army
replies to the Deputy Minister.

Once the HEstimates have been ap-
proved, D Fin M allots funds to Com-
mands and to the spending Directora-
tes, and maintains a running check on

the adequacy of all such allotments
through the year to ensure that spend-
ing resources are available as needed in
accordance with Army policy decisions.

There are also day-to-day consulta-
tions with other Army Headquarters
Directorates on financial problems and
the availability of funds for new
projects not specifically provided for
in the Estimates.

Organization of the Directorate of Manpower Control and Management

The Directorate of Manpower Con-
trol and Management 1s organized as

follows:

Director of Manpower Control and Mauagement (DMCM)

Establishment Review

(Army Establishments
Committee)

DMCM 1s, in essence, concerned with
the economic use of manpower through-
out the Army. The Army Establish-
ments Committee functions as a sec-
tion within this Directorate and sys-
tematically reviews all static establish-
ments to ensure that they are properly
designed and employ the minimum
number of personnel for the efficient
performance of assigned tasks. The
General Staff is responsible in this re-
gard for field force establishments.
However, the Manpower Control Sec-
tion of DMCM maintains an account-
ing control over all positions in both

Manpower Control
(Military & Civilian
Manpower Control and
Accounting)

Management Engineering

(Manpower Utiliza-
tion, Systems
Analysis, ete.)

static and field force units so as to
ensure that the overall number, the
various ranks, and the particular trades
do not at any time exceed the ceiling
the government has approved for the
Army. The third section, Management
Engineering, is responsible for exami-
ning the effectiveness of Army organi-
zation and use of manpower by ap-
plying scientific principles and techni-
ques of management.

It is intended that this section will
soon develop into a separate Directo-
rate for management improvement,
once staffing and training requirements
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can be met. Some of the tools used
which are most likely to be familiar to
the reader are systems and procedure
analysis, work study, organization stu-
dy, forms design, and statistical quality
control. Some of these are already in
use within specific Corps, but the Ar-
my can benefit greatly by their much
wider application.

What of the Future?

What will be the effect of the
Comptroller-General’s Branch on the
Army? The Deputy Minister of Nation-
al Defence and Treasury Board hopes
that it will result in greater efficiency
and maximum effectiveness per defen-

ce dollar spent. The Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff and the Comptroller-Gener-
al are determined to make all prac-
tical progress towards that goal. As a
bonus it 1s anticipated that greater ef-
ficiency and economies on the admin-
istrative side will make more person-
nel and more money available for the
field force and for tasks which the Ar-
my has not hitherto been able to un-
dertake due to lack of funds or man-
power resources. It will doubtless mean
a change in the old ways for many peo-
ple and a move to newer and better
employment for others.

The Army is hopeful of great things
from its newest Branch.

Pointers for Personnel

The following s reprinted by cour-
tesy of the RCMP Quarterly. — Edi-
tor.

A member of the Force, in charge
of a large Detachment, cautioned his
personnel thusly:

Don’t lie. It wastes my time as well
as yours. Besides, I'm sure to catch
you in the end, and that’s the wrong
end.

Watch your work, not the clock. A
long day’s work makes a long day
short, and a short day’s work makes
my face long. Give me more than [
expect and you’ll be compensated more
than you expect. I can afford to in-
crease your rating if you strive to in-
crease efficiency.

You owe so much to yourself that
you can’t afford to owe anybody else.
Keep out of debt. .. or keep out of my
way.

Dishonesty is never an accident. It is
sought and does not come uninvited.
Mind your own business and in time
you’ll have a detachment of your own
to mind.

Take care of your character: your
reputation will speak for itself.

It’s none of my business what you
do in off hours; but, if dissipation
affects what you do the next day, and
you do half as much as I demand,
you’'ll last just half as long as you
hope. ..

Don’t tell me what I'd like to hear;
tell me what I ought to hear.

Don’t kick if T kick. If you’re worth-
while correcting, you’re worthwhile
keeping. I don’t waste time cutting the
specks out of bad apples. — Contribu-
ted by ex-Staff Sgt. J. R. Fraser, now
Cheef of Police, Lancaster, N.B.



A DIGEST OF CURRENT
FOREIGN MILITARY JOURNALS

WRITTEN SPECIALLY FOR THE JOURNAL BY CAPTAIN A. (3. STEIGER

(Ret’d) *
The articles summarized reflect current military thinking abroad.
The views expressed are those of the individual authors. — Editor.

Historical and Prospective Thinking

Historre et Prospective malitaires
(History and Military Prospective)
by Colonel Suire in Revue M:ilitaire
d’Information, Paris, No. 342, October
1962. Approximately 4300 words.
We hear frequently about the accel-
eration of history in our time, says
Colonel Suire in his opening remarks,
and he thinks that this is perhaps be-
cause the older discoveries have be-
come commonplace and we fail to
visualize how much for instance our
ancestors at the beginning of the 16th
century must have entertained similar
thoughts. For they had to attune them-
selves to the wonders of printing, to
the compass, to dissection, gunpowder,
the fabulous mechanisms of da Vinei,
the heliocentric theory, the idea of the
earth being round. Copernicus was
their Einstein, Columbus their Gaga-
rin, Machiavelli their Marx.
~ Indeed, the psychological gap bet-
ween sword and firearm was just as
great as that between firearm and
atomic weapon. At the present time —
as always in times of a great forward-
step — people become more sharply
separated Into two groups, one cling-

* The author, a former Intelligence
Officer, has been a member of the His-
torical Section at Army Headquarters
since 1946. — Editor.

ing to the concepts of the past, the
other looking for swift progress and
being keenly interested in prospec-
tives. Seeing matters merely in retro-
spect leaves no room for bringing in
the requirements arising from new
technical or psychological factors. Pro-
spective, In a sense, Is the art of
widening the range of probabilities
which are functions of unaccustomed
factors. Persons concerned with pro-
spective need the creative power of
perceiving the future, for making fit-
ting preparations and, pershaps, exert-
ing some influence on the course of
events.

Mankind’s present forward-step is
of great magnitude, and there is now
a sharp divergence between the pro-
posed applications based on historical
and prospective Interpretations. The
author discusses at some length the
attitudes being taken in this matter
by the various philosophical schools of
thought. The discussion has also mil-
itary aspects, and while, for example,
the General Staff of the French Army
has strongly recommended a return to
the study of military history, Berger
and Gos have founded an “Internation-
al Centre of Prospectives” and a many-
sided controversy has sprung up be-
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tween the traditionalists and the mo-
dernists.

However, there must be a synthesis
between historical and prospective
thinking. It would be futile to disre-
gard the past which has created our
civilization: moreover, the future gives

us nothing; on the contrary we must
give to it the digested and assimilated
treasures of the past. In the final
analysis it is our concept of civiliza-
tion which creates the motivation for
the soldier to feel that it is better to
fight and die than to yield.

The Strategy of Peace

Strategie des Friedens (Strategy of
Peace) by General Friedrich Foertsch,
Inspector General of the Bundeswehr
in Wehrkunde, Munich, 12th year,
issue No. 1, January 1963. Approxi-
mately 4500 words.

General Foertsch maintains that the
outcome of the Cuban crisis marked the
beginning of a new era. It was a vic-
tory for the “Strategy of Peace”, which
is the basic concept of the Atlantic
Community. Its aim is to prevent war.

The peace had been endangered by
Russia’s attempt to expand its power
to the area between Atlantic and
Pacific — this for the dual purpose of
furthering world communism and ce-
menting its own predominance in the
communist camp. Some years earlier
China’s growing might had been one
of the motivating factors in Moscow’s
decision to stage the Berlin crisis. Its
goal had been to break up the Atlan-
tic Community by shaking faith in the
United States. Success would have re-
duced the U.S. to a second-class power
and ensured a lasting supremacy of

Russia over China.

When it was realized that Berlin
would be defended at all cost, Russia
was stymied: nuclear war was to-
tally unacceptable because even at
best it would leave Russia inferior to
China. Clearly, a new factor had to be
added to the equation. The use of
Cuba as a base for propaganda and
infiltration was tactically desirable, but
to convert i1t into a nuclear stronghold
would be a strategical victory of his-
toric dimensions. It would place Amer-
ica in double jeopardy, expose West-
ern Furope to irresistible pressure and,
indeed, checkmate the free world.

In this situation only the positive
threat of nuclear war would suffice as
an effective deterrent; in pursuance of
the “Strategy of Peace” it was used.
America had saved itself, and with it
the entire West. The conclusion is
inescapable that the free world is a
community of fate, that anything that
strengthens one of its members strength-
ens all, that anything to add strength
to the US. is of benefit to all partners.

The Last Resort for Europe

“Ultama Rato” pour U'Europe: Force
de Frappe (“Last Resort” for Europe:
Striking Force) by Charles Vouthier
in Revue Militaire d’Information,
Paris, No. 342, October 1962. Approx-
imately 4000 words.

The author of this article begins by
stating that the opponents of an inde-
pendent French nuclear force contend
it could never compete with Russian
capabilities, was beyond French means
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and could incite other nations to un-
dertake similar programmes.

However, a potential aggressor with
a superior nuclear arsenal might shrink
from 1ncurring the destruction that
might result from even a limited atom-
ic strike, a French nuclear foree is
on the way to becoming a reality, and
most countries have neither the means
nor the open spaces required to create
a nuclear force.

At present Europe i1s being defended
by the Americans with European help,
but as it develops into a United Eur-
ope 1t should be defended by the Eur-
opeans with American help. No doubt
the French nuclear effort means a
reduced effort in the conventional
field, but possession of nuclear arms

increases the value of the conventional
forces in being. The latter alone would
be of little avail against an enemy
strong in both types of armament.
Possession of a nuclear striking force
might keep an enemy from acting on
the erroneous assumption that France
might yield to threats.

Since the end of the Second World
War, Europe has made great strides;
it desires to be a partner, not a vassal
of the United States. A United Europe
would create a better balance of force
in the world. No doubt it would make
France less docile an ally, but France
must consider at least the possibility
of a situation wherein the U.S. could
show disinterest and a French striking
force would be Europe’s “ultima ra-
tio”.

The Picture of Subversive War

“Das Bild des subversiven Krieges”
(The Picture of Subversive War) by
Giinter Ohme in Wehrkunde, Munich,
12th year, No. 2, February 1963. Ap-
proximately 4300 words, plus diagrams
and bibliography.

The article affords an insight into
the anatomy of subversive war. The
classical picture of war — conventional
or atomic — 1s a collision between the
forces of two (or more) countries, but
in the case of “subversive war” the
picture is more complex; there are the
preparatory phase (“cold war”), the
critical phase, “subversive war” (in the
popular sense of the word) and the
consolidation phase. The concept of
subversive war assumed importance in
the Communists’ camp when the
“World Revolution” did not matenal-
ize in accordance with Lenin’s blue-

print. Lenin had predicted the spon-
taneous revolt of the peoples of all
countries against their own ruling clas-
ses. As they were found, however, to
be either unwilling or unable to do so,
1t became necessary for the leaders of
world communism to lend massive sup-
port to the groups desiring a revolu-
tion In countries not yet within the

Red orbit.

In following Lenin’s preseriptions
for the realization of world revolution,
operations are to be carried out on
four fronts: military, political, psycho-
logical and economic. Actually there
are five fronts, the political one having
been divided into an internal and an
external sphere.

Operations on the various fronts are
being carried out simultaneously in a
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sequence of phases. With X indicating
the critical phase (actual subversive
warfare), there are the following pha-
se RGeS =D S XX | Xk
Phase X—3 is always devoted to the
selection and training of cadres. During
phase X—2, on the military front there
are threats; on the external political
front the poisoning of world opinion
against the country concerned; on the
internal political front efforts to stir
up dissension; on the psychological
front undermining of public order and
morale; on the economic front infiltra-
tion of all key organizations.

The author examines, and in a tab-
ulation places side-by-side the main
activities being carried out on each
front in each phase. There is bound
to be some overlapping, but on the
whole the picture is firm.

Not mentioned by the author, but
quite obvious 1s the fact that the
tabulation could serve as a handy
guide for the newspaper reader, for
any Communist-inspired action in any
country reveals the current phase and
state of subversion in the area con-
cerned.

Mao’s Secret — Flexibility

Mao Tse-tung, until a few years ago
the relatively unknown leader of the
Chinese Communist Party, is now the
bogeyman of Western military inter-
ests. In conservative military circles
ignorance has been replaced by adula-
tion and his theory of revolutionary
war hailed as a new type of warfare.
Yet although immense effort has been
put into the study of Mao’s methods,
his greatest lesson for the West is
either ignored or unrealized. That les-
son is flexibility, flexibility of mind and
of thought, a principle to which, all
too often, only lip service 1s paid by
soldiers of the West.

Mao Tse-tung invented no new prin-
ciples of war, he merely applied the
existing ones to the situation at hand,
a situation which would have appeared
hopeless to conservative military
theorists. Using the principles of war
as a guide, he produced his theory of
revolutionary war — a theory flexibile
in the extreme, catering for all condi-
tions from a beginning of ragged bands
armed with clubs and knives to the
final victorious climax involving mod-
ern armies with sophisticated weapons
systems. — Major E.M. McCormick,
Royal Australian Infantry, in “Man —
The Key Weapon”, Australian Army
Journal.

Knowledge and Intelligence

Knowledge consists of things that are
known ; intelligence relates these known
things to things that are yet unknown
and produces new ideas. It is intelli-
gence that gives us the ability to dis-

cern relevant things, to put together
things that ought to be joined and to
keep distinet things that ought to be
separated. — The Royal Bank of Ca-
nada Monthly Letter.



Militia Regulations, 1898

The following excerpts from the
“Regulations and Orders for the Militia
of Canada, 1898 have been contributed
by Lieut. J.H.R. Groulz, CD, who ts
employed in the Orders Section of the
Directorate of Organization, Army
Headquarters. — Editor.

Fine Libraries

Article 64 (page 80) — Disposal of
Fines for Drunkenmess: All fines for
drunkenness are to be accounted for by
each officer commanding a squadron,
battery or company, and by him
handed over to the President of the
Library Committee of his corps, to be
expended for the benefit of the non-
commissioned  officers’ and men’s
library.

Strength Returns

Article 7 (page 246) — Regulations
for Admisston to RMC: No person
will be accepted as a Cadet who is not
considered eligible as to stature and
physical power.

* * ®

A Long Walk Home

Article 82 (page 267) — Messing: If
an officer on completion of his course
— or when about to leave the school
—is in arrear in his mess bill, he is
not to be detained at the school pending
payment, but return transport to his
home if he is otherwise entitled to it,
is not to be granted to him, and the
Commandant will, without delay, re-
port the case to Headquarters stating
the amount the officer is in arrear.

New Commandant for NATO College

The NATO Defence College was
established in 1951 for the purpose of
training military and ecivilian cadres
able to undertake military, political,
economic and social responsibilities in
NATO. Its courses are attended by
officers of the rank of colonel and
by civilian officials of equivalent rank.
They are nominated by the NATO
member countries. Two courses are
held every year; they are attended by
about 50 persons.

The Commandant of the College is
a general officer appointed for two
years by the NATO Military Com-
mittee. Since the foundation of the
College, it has been directed by a

Frenchman, two Englishmen an Amer-
lcan, a Turk, a Belgian and two
Italians, the latest appointment being
that of General Umberto de Martino,
who is to relinquish this position in
September 1963.

General Wolf Graf von Baudissin,

his successor, served in Rommel’s
Afrika Korps until he was made
prisoner in 1942. He subsequently

planned an important part in the for-
mation of the Armed Forces of the
Federal Republic of Germany. He at
present, holds a high level appointment
in the Central Europe Command at
Fontainebleau. He is 56 years of age.
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Flashback No. 41

Sicilian D Day, 1943

NARRATIVE SUPPLIED BY THE HISTORICAL SECTION,
ArMY HEADQUARTERS, OTTAWA

On 10 July 1943, the Second World
War entered a new and promising phase
as the Allies invaded Sicily by sea
and air. The aim was twofold — to
open the Mediterranean to their ship-
ping, and to secure a base for operations
on the Italian mainland.

The U.S. Seventh Army assaulted
with four divisions drawn from North
Africa, and the British Eighth Army
with five divisions — four from North
Africa and the Middle East, and the
1st Canadian Division fresh from the
combined operations training grounds
of Scotland.

Three squadrons of the Royal Can-
adian Air Force had taken part in the
“softening up” programme, and a
fourth was employed from D Day
onward. Some 650 Canadians manned
assault landing and other naval craft.

The 1sland was garrisoned by ten
Italian and two German divisions. A
particularly low-calibre Italian division
was responsible for 75 miles of coast-
line around the Pachino peninsula and
along the southern shores. The Cana-
dian division landed west of the tip of
the peninsula, the 1st Brigade assault-
imng with The Royal Canadian Regi-

ment and The Hastings and Prince
Edward Regiment, the 2nd with The
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light In-
fantry and The Seaforth Highlanders.
Tanks of The Three Rivers Regiment
were soon to join the Canadian infan-
try, the remainder of the 1st Canadian
Army Tank Brigade being under Bri-
tish command.

Resistance on the beach was almost
negligible. At 06.45 hours the first pha-
se of the Canadian operations was
reported complete, and by nightfall
brigade and divisional reserves were
well inland. In general, British and
American formations had enjoyed sim-
ilar success.

The accompanying photograph shows
steel-helmeted Canadian soldiers guard-
ing a group of prisoners, more than
650 of whom fell into the 1st Di-
vision’s hands on D Day. Canadian
losses that day barely exceeded 30. A
week later, however, the capture of 30
Italians and 250 Germans in the cen-
tral hills was to cost 145 casualties.
Total Canadian Army casualties due
to enemy action in the 38-day cam-
paign were 2243, 510 of them fatal.

Mao’s Hundred Flowers

Russia and China are quarrelling, but
how deep their differences go is a
matter for conjecture. Certainly,
Mao tse-Tung hundred flowers are
beginning to blossom in different col-

ours, but whether that means that the
seeds he planted were different from
those of his Russian neighbours, it is
too early to say. — Australian Army
Journal.
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SWEDEN’S UNIQUE “TANK §”

The Royal Swedish Army Ordnance
Administration, In cooperation with in-
dustry, has developed a unique new
tank. Designated the Tank S, the new
vehicle has more powerful armament
and improved armour than its prede-
cessors, yet it is still lower and light-
er. It weighs about 35 tons and is
only two metres (approximately 6.57
feet) high.

The unique feature of the Tank S is
the absence of a turret. Its 105-milli-
metre main gun and four machine-guns
are mounted rigidly in the hull and
are laid In traverse and elevation by
pointing the entire vehicle. The weap-
ons are traversed by using the regular
steering system of the tank. Changes in
elevation are accomplished by adjust-
ing the hydropneumatic suspension on
the road wheels. When elevating the
gun, oil 1s pumped from the rear to
the front road wheel suspensions and
vice versa.

The fixed mounting of all weapons
permits automatic loading, thus the
crew activity within the vehicle 1s
greatly reduced. This, in turn, reduces
the space required in the crew compart-
ment without sacrificing crew comfort.
The reduced weight, better armour-to-
weight ratio, and low silhouette are

made possible by the reduced crew
space requirement.

Another unique aspect of the Tank S
is a collapsible sereen which, when un-
folded, gives the vehicle an amphibious
capability. When not in use, the screen
folds mmto an armour-protected groove
around the edge of the hull.

Although designed for a three-man
crew, a single operator can manoeuvre
the vehicle and fire the weapons. One

A line drawing of the new Tank 8.

crew member is provided with vision
devices and controls which permit driv-
ing the vehicle to the rear.

Two prototypes of the Tank S are
now being tested. One has conventional
230-horsepower gasoline engine and the
other has a 330-horsepower gas turbine.
A 240-horsepower multifuel engine is
being considered for future use. — A
news report wn the Military Review

(FS.):

Battle Tank Development

Studies conducted last year to deter-
mine the characteristics which should
be Incorporated into a new main battle
tank [for the U.S. Army] are expected
to lead to actual development work
during the fiscal year 1964.

The new tank is intended as an
eventual replacement for the M60.
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Funds requested in the 1964 budget
would cover engineering design, pro-
curement or fabrication of engines,

transmissions, suspension systems, hull-
castings and two full-scale wooden
mockups. — News ttem wn the Military
Review (U.S.).



STRANGE TO THE RESCUE

by

J. Mackay HiTsMAN

Mr. Hitsman 1s employed in the
Historical Section at Army Head-
quarters, Ottawa. — Editor.

“Dear Strange”, the hastily scrawled
note read, “The City Hall is attacked
— aid me”. It was signed by Mayor
Owen Murphy of Quebec City. The
date was Friday, 27 April 1877.*

Nine o’clock had chimed only a few
minutes earlier and Lieut.-Colonel Tho-
mas Bland Strange had been sitting
alone in his quarters at the Citadel
when the breathless messenger was
admitted.

Trouble at City Hall could hardly be
a surprise to readers of The Morming
Chromicle, which had been reporting
public dissatisfaction for some time.
According to its editorials, a consci-
entious, hard-working mayor was being
thwarted by a council composed largely
of dishonest, self-seeking, petty poli-
ticians. Mr. Murphy, who had been
re-elected some months previously for
a second two-year term, was one of
Quebec’s leading citizens and a one-
time member of the provincial legis-
lature. As is not too unusual in cities
even today, the Quebec City Council
had overspent its appropriation and
then had dreamt up a new municipal
tax in an effort to balance the budget.
This had been the subject of a public
meeting held by indignant citizens of
St. Roch on April 26 — the previous

*File No. 03600, Papers of the Deputy
Minister of M:ilitia and Defence, now
in the Public Archives of Canada.

evening. According to The Morming
Chronicle, the City Council was plan-
ning to discuss an economy measure at
Friday night’s meeting. This was a
proposal to reduce the Quebec Police
Department to 54 men. This number,
readers of the Chromicle were assured,
would be insufficient to protect the
lives and property of honest citizens
and to maintain law and order. For
other reasons, the provincial govern-
ment was thinking of disbanding its
own police force.

All this flashed through the mind of
Lieut.-Colonel Strange as he quickly
planned his course of action. He had
had plenty of exciting moments since
1851 when he had been commissioned
in the Royal Artillery. During the
Indian Mutiny of 1857-1858 he had
been mentioned four times in dis-
patches. Since 1872, when he had been
seconded to the Canadian Government
to serve as one of two Inspectors of
Artillery and Warlike Stores and to
command “B” Battery of its tiny per-
manent force, life had been less hectic.
Because Canadians took their politics
seriously, his “B” Battery had been
called out to quell election riots on
occasion, but such “aid to the civil
power” had hitherto been a simple
matter for a seasoned campaigner.
Mayor Murphy’s present predicament
might not be as serious as the frantic
message and messenger implied, but it
was never safe to assume anything.

Since time was an important factor
in such emergencies, the “red tape”
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approach of obtaining authorization
from the Deputy Adjutant General
commanding Military District No. 7
could be dispensed with. Therefore
Lieut.-Colonel Strange ordered “as-
sembly” to be sounded. The men
quickly assembled on the parade square
with their rifles: 50 rounds of ball
ammunition were then issued to each.
In addition to “B” Battery there was
a sizable class of militia artillerymen
taking short qualifying courses at its
School of Gunnery. The whole was
divided into a mounted division which
functioned as field artillery, armed
with 9-pounder rifled muzzle loaders,
and a dismounted division which served
as garrison artillery. After issuing
orders that a detachment should be
left to guard the Citadel against possi-
ble intruders and that Lieut.-Colonel
Charles E. Montizambert should march
the remainder towards City Hall,
Strange rode on ahead with an orderly.

In accordance with Strange’s instruc-
tions, Lieut.-Colonel Montizambert
halted the troops about 200 yards from
tlie City Hall, behind some buildings
where they could not be seen by the
milling crowd of angry citizens who
might otherwise have provoked an
unnecessary incident and forced the
troops to open fire. Younger members
of this mob were busily engaged in
throwing stones at what windows were
still unbroken in the City Hall.

Lieut.-Colonel Strange forced his way
through them and into the Council
Chamber which had been turned up-
side down. The overworked and abused
local police force led by the much
criticized Captain Heigham had, how-
ever, temporarily managed to gain the

upper hand and eject everyone. A
thoroughly worried Mayor Murphy
now presented a properly drafted re-
quest for military help, but readily
agreed that Lieut.-Colonel Strange
might harangue the crowd from the
steps of the City Hall.

“Mes amis,” Strange began in
French, since most of the rioters
seemed to be from the districts of
St. Sauveur and St. Roch. The Queen’s
uniform attracted immediate attention
and the mob eventually quieted to hear
this bilingual English officer who was
known to have no interest in local
politics. Occasionally switching into
English to retain the attention of the
Irish minority, Strange waxed per-
suasive. His Battery was armed and
within calling distance, but he had no
desire to bring it into contact with
loyal citizens of the Queen. This appeal
to patriotism succeeded and the pre-
viously unruly mob followed him up
the street and outside St. John’s Gate.
Here it dispersed after giving three
noisy cheers for Queen Victoria. Strange
then ordered his still concealed troops
to march back to the Citadel.

In his official report Lieut.-Colonel
Strange admitted that he had agreed to
write to the Governor General on
behalf of the mob. Exactly what right
he possessed to make such a promise,
or what actual authority or influence
was possessed by Lord Dufferin, was
something else again. Yet the crowd
had remembered how the eloquent
Lord Dufferin had persuaded the Que-

bec City Council, only two years earlier,
to preserve the ancient city walls that

are unique in North America.

(Continued on next page)



Organizational Change
In Army’s Eastern Command

AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY ArRMY HEADQUARTERS, OTTAWA

A new area known as the Nova
Scotia-Prince Edward Island Area has
been established within Eastern Com-
mand of the Canadian Army.

The area is commanded by Colonel
W. H. Colling, ED, CD, and head-
quarters are at Windsor Park, Halifax,
N.S. All personnel and equipment for
the new headquarters was provided
from within existing Army resources.

The new area is providing a specific
organization to deal directly with pro-
vincial authorities in the coordination
of National Survival operations and
planning. It also is responsible for con-
trol and training of the Militia in the
two provinces. Previously, these mat-
ters were looked after by Eastern
Command Headquarters staff.

The boundaries of the new area are
the same as the provincial boundaries.

Military History

The tendency toward military con-
servatism 1s accelerated by most com-
manders’ natural abhorrence of scien-
tific and technological study, but such
conservatism could prove fatal in the
nuclear era. Classical subjects such as
Latin and Greek are giving way to
science and technology in our universi-
ties. The same must happen in the
services. Without this training we will
once again misinterpret the lessons
of history.

The new balance in this old con-
troversy can be summed up briefly.

Strange to the Rescue
(Continued from preceding page)

What had the rioters wanted Lieut.-
Colonel Strange to tell the Governor
General? Merely that they did not
want any reduction in the police forces.
They had a high regard for the men
who had been fighting a losing battle
to protect the City Hall until Strange
arrived.

and Nuclear War

Nuclear weapons have not destroyed
the positive uses of military history
because these weapons are restricted
to a small and, we hope, unlikely seg-
ment of the spectrum of war. On the
contrary, the risks inherent in the nu-
clear era demand from future com-
manders a high standard of military
judgement.

History can play its full part in
developing, widening, and sharpening
military intellect; but its dangers re-
main and are magnified by the far-
reaching scientific and technological re-
volution which is taking place in the
world today. Unless future commanders
can come to terms with this revolu-
tion and understand its implications,
they will misinterpret the lessons of
history. If they fail, Birrell’s descrip-
tion, “that great dust heap -called
‘history’,” will prove apt wn the nu-
clear era. — Brigadier W.G.F. Jack-
son, British Army, in “Forward-Look-
ing Retrospect” (Military Review
(U8 Y
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Peace-Keeper In The Middle East

Reviewep By CoroNEiL C. P. Stacey, OBE, CD

A member of the Supplementary
Reserve of the Canadian Army, the
reviewer 1s Professor of History at
the Unwersity of Toronto. — Editor.

The distinguished author of this
book* has had four careers, so far.
General Burns served for thirty-one
years in the Canadian Army, rising to
be a Corps Commander in the Second
World War. He retired in 1946, to
become Deputy Minister of Veterans
Affairs. In 1954 he put on uniform
again in the service of the United
Nations, as Chief of Staff of the U.N.
Truce Supervision Organization in the
Middle East, and late in 1956 he was
appointed the first commander of the
United Nations Emergency Force. Now
he i1s back in his own country’s service
as a diplomatist, working at the U.N.
on the intractable problem of disarma-
ment. It might even be said that he
has had a fifth career as a writer, for
this 1s not his only book. His Man-
power wm the Canadian Army is well
known; and there is a rumour that in
his younger days he published fiction
under various noms de plume.

Between Arab and Israeli is very in-
teresting reading, but nobody could
call 1t cheerful. It tells the story of
General Burns’ labours in the Middle
East from the time when he took over
UNTSO to the spring of 1957, when
UNEF took up its positions in the
Gaza Strip and the Sinai. The UNTSO

*Between Arab and Israeli. By Lt.-
Gen. E. . M. Burns, D.S.O,, OBE,,
M.C. Published by Clarke, Irwin &
Company Limited, Toronto. $6.50.
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tale is one of almost entirely unre-
lieved frustration. Arab and Israeli
alike were determinedly uncooperative.
Both sides come badly out of General
Burns’ account, the Israelis perhaps a
very little the worse. Set down 1n cold
print as 1t 1s here, their policy of re-
taliation is repulsive, mainly because
it was so deliberate and calculated.
They met the Arab outrages — which
were repulsive enough in themselves —
with carefully-organized military oper-
ations on a scale which made it quite
clear that they must have been author-
1zed on a high level. These attacks
were carried out with great efficiency
and utter ruthlessness; they often cau-
sed the death of civilians as well as
soldiers. The tragedy of this policy of
retaliation, says General Burns, is that
it “does not end the matter”: outrage
and counter-outrage go on and on. He
also makes it clear that it is his opin-
ion that Israel’'s tough policy “prac-
tically forced” Egypt into the acquisi-
tion of Czech arms (page 101). This
in turn helped to bring on the Israeli
“preventive war” of 1956.

It was this war, and the intervention
of Britain and France, that led to the
organization of the United Nations
Emergency Force. The UNEF story
enables the book to end on a more
positive note. General Burns adds a
good deal to our knowledge of the
episode, contributing hitherto confiden-
tial information or confirming reports
that until now had been mere specula-
tion. We learn that his original recom-
mendation was that UNEF should be



PEACE-KEEPER IN THE MIDDLE EAST bb

much more of a fighting force than it
turned out to be — “about the strength
of a division, with a brigade of tanks,
and attached reconnaissance and fight-
er-aircraft units — the whole organized
as an operational force capable of
fighting” (page 188). Any soldier would
have made the same recommendation.
But the facts of international politics
cut the force down to about 6000 men,
mostly infantry, composed of unequal
national contingents and entirely with-
out heavy weapons. General Burns
clearly expected the worst as a result.
And yet, with all 1ts limitations,
UNEF has worked “surprisingly well”.
This result was undoubtedly due In
great part, in the first instance, to
General Burns himself. The incidence
of outrages between Israel and her
Arab neighbours has been much lower
since this unique international experi-
ment began. Yet the author grimly
reminds us that there has been no
basic improvement, in the prospect for
permanent peace. The situation re-
mains as he stated 1t on his first page:
“the Palestine drama ... is now a trag-
edy for its former Arab inhabitants, and
may yet become a greater tragedy for
the present Jewish inhabitants”. :

Thanks to this book, the Canadian
Army’s part in the first chapter of the
UNEF story has been considerably
clarified. What actually went on be-
hind the scenes in those days in
November 1956 when the country and
the Army were on tenterhooks is now
revealed. As was suspected at the time,
Egypt at first was unwilling to allow
a Canadian contingent on her soil:
“the trouble was that Canadian sol-
diers were dressed just like British
soldiers, they were subjects of the same

Queen — the ordinary Egyptian would
not understand the difference, and
there might be unfortunate incidents”.
General Burns made it clear that if
this attitude persisted he would not
be able to act as commander of the
force. This probably had a lot to do
with the lifting of the general ban.
But the particular ban on the Queen’s
Own Rifles of Canada, imposed at the
moment when they were ready to
depart for the Mediterranean, was
never lifted. Says General Burns,
“There is no regiment in the Canadian
forces that I respect more than the
Queen’s Own, but it did seem an un-
lucky chance, in view of the Egyptian
argument, that out of Canada’s six re-
gular infantry regiments this one had
been selected”. In the end Canada pro-
vided administrative and technical
troops (notably a signals unit) and a
reconnaissance squadron. Colonel Nas-
ser’s refusal to take Canadian infantry,
the author remarks, “was a blessing in
disguise, for the administrative and
supporting troops Canada provided
then and subsequently were absolutely
essential, and the force could not have
operated without them”. The other
contributing countries could not have
furnished these troops.

General Burns was probably an ideal
person to hold the balance between
the contending parties in the Middle
East. When I was writing the Cana-
dian Army’s Second World War histo-
ry I met very few officers who could
discuss their wartime troubles and
problems as if they had been somebody
else’s; but General Burns could do
just that. I feel sure that his impar-
tiality as between Arab and Israeli
was quite beyond cavil; and equally



Forgotten Canadians

ReviEweDp BY CarTAIN F.L. JoNES (RETIRED)

In an essay on the life and work of
Havelock Ellis, Sir Herbert Read has
likened the Victorian psychologist’s
method of investigation to that of a
natural historian of the old school. It
was not essentially different from a
village botanist collecting his speci-
mens on his solitary walks and clas-
sifying them in a home-made herbar-
ium. Herbert Fairlie Wood, the author
of Forgotten Canadians,* has gone pok-
ing about in the underbrush of 19th
Century Canadian history and has
carried away a variety of flora with a
weed or two thrown in for full measure.

Some of his blooms are difficult to
transplant, especially from one century
to another. The 15 Canadians whose
stories are told in the pages of this
book might be expected to present a
waxen appearance, like fruit under

*Forgotten Canadians, by Herbert
Fairlie Wood. Published by Longmans
ganada Ltd., 137 Bond St., Toronto 2.
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glass. That this 1s not the case 1s a
tribute to the author’s narrative style.
It 1s writing in which erudition and
the felicitous phrase are happily com-
mingled. Villains, heroes and fools
make their entrances and exits in prose
which owes something to Strachey, a
good deal to Guedalla and not a little
to the Staff College. For the author
1s a regular soldier and has been an
instructor at Camberley. One can almost
hear the rap of the pointer on the
blackboard and the call for any ques-
tions as a tidy paragraph brings each
essay to a close.

The book was written to dispel the
notion that the history of Canada
lacks interest after the dramatic high-
lights of the War of 1812 and the
flurry of the Rebellion years (how
well C. W. Jeffreys caught the roman-
tic period in the drawings which en-
livened the school books of a genera-
tion ago!). By the 1850’s the country
began to settle down. The railway and

Peace-keeper in the Middle East
(Continued from preceding page)

sure that as an inevitable consequence
they both disliked him. He doesn’t
seem to have liked them much ei-
ther.

One reflection obtrudes itself. Ge-
neral Burns during his years in the
Middle East gave uniquely distin-
guished service to the United Nations,
and that service brought much credit
to his own country. If he had been an
Englishman, he would now be Sir Tom-
my Burns, KCMG, or (if he were ex-
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ceptionally well-connected) even per-
haps Baron Burns of the Gaza Strip.
Being a Canadian, he got nowt — ex-
cept a promotion to the rank of
Lieutenant General, which he had al-
ready held in an acting capacity in
Ttaly in 1944. No doubt General Burns
needs no title to mark him off from
the common herd; but it does seem a
pity that Canada has no distinction of
her own to enable her to recognize
services like his.
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the telegraph arrived. Manufactories
sprang up in the large centres. The
first, fine, careless rapture of explora-
tion, conquest and settlement is over
and done with and all the swords of
Lundy’s Lane are ploughshares.

What emerges is the world of Currier
and Ives: winter on the farm, the
ploughing match and harvest home.
The heroics of Parkman give way to
oratory on the hustings and election
day at Bullock’s Corners. Canada’s
destiny seems to be more and more
in the hands of gentlemen in Prince
Albert coats who sit in endless com-
mittees. Individuals get lost in a spate
of minutes, findings, recommendations
and reports which are respectfully sub-
mitted and then promptly filed. The
archives swallowed the century.

The author had to become a literary
Burke and Hare to exhume his subjects
who lay buried in the footnotes of
history. For the most part, they do
not appear in the standard works and
there are only scattered references to
them in the publications of learned
societies. They are the despair of li-
brarians who must search for pam-
phlets sent to the stacks when the
library outgrew the Mechanics’ Insti-
tute. Few of these forgotten Canadians
had any major influence on the course
of historical events. All of them, how-
ever, possessed one trait in common —
a fierce individualism that set them
apart from their contemporaries in an
age almost as conformist as our own.

Consider for a moment Sir Allan
MacNab, the arch Tory, more royalist
than the Queen, who gobbled like a
turkey-cock at the mention of the
word reform. Who else but a MacNab
would have rushed into the blazing

Parliament Buildings in Montreal for
the sole purpose of rescuing a picture
of Queen Victoria. He wore the Union
Jack like a toga when there was a
riding to be won or a place secured
for one of his henchmen. On the rare
occasions when he was not holding
some post, he proved the truth of the
old adage that a Tory out of office
is like a she-bear bereft of her cubs.
MacNab held the centre of the stage
with the tenacity of a Barrymore even
when he breathed his last. When he
died, gout-ridden, in 1862, the squabble
between two clergymen at his death
bed has no parallel in our annals.

At the turn of the century, his man-
sion, Dundurn Castle overlooking Ham-
ilton Bay, was purchased by the city
and used as a museum. Attics yielded
their treasures. The place was filled
with steel engravings of Victoria and
Albert, views of Niagara Falls and
Balmoral Castle, a two-headed -calf
(since removed), stuffed owls, sea-
shells and a perpetual motion machine
invented by a local man (1t didn’t
work). This contraption can serve as
a fitting memorial to MacNab’s po-
litical ideas.

While the Squire of Dundurn’s life
revolved around politics and railways,
honours and awards, another Canadian
went his unworldly way. Henry Went-
worth Monk, the son of an Ottawa
Valley fruit grower, pursued a dream
which condemned him to a lifetime
of sitting by the waters of Babylon
and weeping when he thought of Zion.
The year in which MacNab conven-
iently forgot his loathing for rebels in
order to enjoy the fruits of office,
found Monk in Jerusalem bewailing
the fate of the Chosen People. He had
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vision of their homeland being restored
to them. Starvation would have been
his lot had he not been befriended by
Holman Hunt, an English artist. In
the eyes of our practical, tight-fisted
grandfathers, this prophet of things to
come was an utter and complete failure.
If he had the gift of prophecy, it
would have been better to put it to
some use in the stock market.

He would have been incomprehen-
sible to the Denison family, each one
of them a walking embodiment of the
sentiments which produced the Dia-
mond Jubilee. If there was empire
building to be done, you could count
on the family to the last Denison.
While one brother was taking pot shots
at the Méiws in Saskatchewan, another
was doing his best to exterminate Fuz-
zy Wuzzy i the Soudan. Tissot’s por-
trait of Burnaby of the Blues may be
taken as a composite picture of the
Denisons. You get the impression that
Kipling wrote expressly for them.

Benjamin Lett is the other side of
the medal. He was a man with a
terrible grievance. With memories of a
home looted, a sister violated by the
backwoods militia and a brother mur-
dered in 37, only a bomb or a pistol
shot could redress his wrongs. He be-
longs to the Russia of the nihilists
rather than to Upper Canada. How can
he be placed in a province making its
transition from a rough, pioneer past
to the respectability of the Viectorian
parlour and the long, long Sunday aft-
ernoons. Unable to get a senlor offi-
cial, Lett blew up Brock’s monument.
A Canadian Ishmael, he died in exile.
His epitaph, written by himself, sums
up his life in one bitter line.

The only reason for including a
sketch of the career of Colonel John
Stoughton Dennis, the bumbling staff
officer, must have been to provide
comic relief. A surveyor by profession
but a soldier by preference, he was a
brigade major in Toronto at the time
of the Fenian Raid. When he ex-
changed a transit for a sword, Clause-
witz wept. His floating around Lake
Erie in a tugboat loaded with bewild-
ered militiamen reads like a training
exercise launched by an overly ambi-
tious Directing Staff. When the shoot-
ing started at Fort Erie and before
the last stand at the post office, he
disappeared down an alley.

The staff officer was found that
night disguised as a labourer by no
less a personage than Colonel George

Taylor Denison, booted and spurred.
The reviewer wonders what was worse:
Fenian bullets whistling around your
ears or a nocturnal encounter with a
Denison. On his retirement, Dennis
was admitted to a companionship in
the Most Distinguished Order of St.
Michael and St. George as a reward
for his services. In his memoirs, Colo-
nel Denison remarked that he was very
good at paper work.

This 1s a book which can be read
with equal pleasure by historians and
by those who have grown weary of
Mike Hammer, Lolita and TV West-
erns. The former will appreciate the
research that has gone into Forgotten
Canadians. The latter will enjoy an
excursion into their country’s past with
a guide who needs no Baedeker to
show the way.
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General Pope’s Memoirs

Reviewep By Lieut.-CoroNeL H. F. Woop, CD

One of Canada’s Generals has at last
produced his memoirs* In other coun-
tries, 1t has become a commonplace for
senior Army officers to dash into print
almost before the ink is dry on their
retirement papers. But for some reason,
none of Canada’s wartime leaders has
as yet put out a book about himself.
We can thus be grateful on two counts
to Lieutenant-General Maurice A.
Pope: he has broken the silence to tell
us the story and he has done 1t very
well.

General Pope is the product of a
marriage between English and French
Canadians, and this bi-cultural back-
ground has equipped him to look with
unprejudiced eyes at Canada’s prob-
lems in peace and war. His book falls
into three phases. The first phase
consists of his early days in Canada,
his experiences in the First World War
and his peacetime soldiering as a Reg-
ular Officer thereafter. The second 1is
his experience in the Second World
War and the third, his diplomatic
career in Germany, France, Belgium
and Spain.

General Pope has approached his
task with humour and detachment. He
should have called his autobiography
“soldier-diplomat”; for in sum his
career parallels closely that of ILord
Ismay. There is little of the battle-
field in General Pope’s Memoirs after
the First World War. His was the
thankless task of planning the destinies

*Soldiers and Politictans by Lt.-Gen.
Maurice A. Pope, CB, DSO. Published
by University of Toronto Press. $7.50.

of our Army from desks in London,
Ottawa and Washington. But this 1s a
facet of war too often overlooked in
history and General Pope’s account of
the conduct of the war from the point
of view of Defence Headquarters is a
fascinating one.

Canadians generally accept the view
that our Army is modelled on a British
image. What is not generally known
1s that 1t 1s really modelled on what
we think is a British image. As a result
we have, over the years, got a lot of
it wrong. As one example, General
Pope discusses the office of the Dep-
uty Minister. “For some misguided
reason 1t has seemed to be held that
the Deputy Head should have military
experience and carry military rank.
Never has there been a greater error.
The Deputy Minister is a civil officer
and has a civil function. It 1s not part
of his business to give military advice
to the Minister.” General Pope points
out that the British never made this
mistake.

The General also takes a good hu-
moured swipe, In passing, at our mod-
ern administrative methods. “Over the
years as our roots have gone down
deeper and deeper Into our native
North American soil I have noticed a
growing insistence on having a specific
rule and regulation to govern our acts.
The old English habit of working by
instinet and tradition, of playing the
piece by ear, so to speak, is slowly fad-
ing in Canada”. Anyone who can recall
the old King’s Regulations (Canada)
must agree with him and it would be
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interesting to know who deleted from
our modern Q.R. the very wise pream-
ble in the earlier work that read:

“Officers are expected to inter-
pret them [the Orders] reasonably
and intelligently, with due regard
to the interests of the service,
bearing in mind that no attempt
has been made to provide for nec-
essary and self-evident exceptions.”

General Pope’s last years of the Sec-
ond World War were spent in Wash-
ington, accredited to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff as Canada’s official represent-
ative. He describes, with wry humour,
the difficulties of a Canadian military
diplomat abroad. No one would tell
him what was going on. As a result
he was forced into various stratagems.
The little visits to key acquaintances
in legations and missions, the casual
luncheons designed to uncover trends
rather than to satisfy appetites, and
the endless testing of atmosphere by
oblique questions at receptions and
dinner parties must have been a wea-
rying business. Nevertheless, there can
be very few men in Canada who came
to this sort of job better equipped
than General Pope. His obvious ur-
banity, his patience and humour, and
his interest in people, made him “a
natural” for the job.

His points of view are those of his
generation. He judges people by their
breeding. This is a word we do not
use very often nowadays, outside of
dog shows. Perhaps we are the poorer
for it. General Pope knows all about
it — the disciplines associated with it,
the responsibilities imposed by it, and
it has made him a very effective emis-
sary abroad. To him, Hitler’s end in a
cellar in Berlin was inevitable: after

all, he began his life in the gutter.
Many will say that this is over-simpli-
fication — one can point to a multi-
tude of exceptions — but to throw out
the window qualities like breeding,
good manners, and “gentlemanliness”,
as we seem to have done, and not to
replace them with anything, may prove
to have been hasty. It is evident in
every line of General Pope’s book that
he thinks so.

After the war he was posted to Ger-
many as head of our mission and the
postwar confusion he describes is en-
livened by personal anecdote. It is
amusing to read of his struggles with
his conscience over the purchasing of
food-stuff on the local black market.
Cigarettes would buy anything, as
many Canadian soldiers can recall, but
the German diet was perilously close
to starvation. He finally decided to
compromise on the matter of lettuce,
which has few calories and can do
much to supplement a military ration.
His tour of duty in Berlin covered the
period of the Berlin airlift and the
deterioration of understanding between
the wartime Allies. General Pope’s
account, circumscribed as 1t must
necessarily be, is nevertheless a fas-
cinating insight into postwar diplomacy
as seen from the point of view of a
representative of a small Power.

His comments on the Nuremburg
trials (he loathed the whole idea of
them and only went to please Mr.
King) are revealing: ‘“Saukel and
others, of course, are mere ruffians. My
heart went out to old Baron von
Neurath who looks every inch a gentle-
man ... von Papen too, who of course
is as sly as a fox, also showed every
mark of breeding”.



The German Dunkirk of 1943

Reviewep By Carrain F.R. McGuirg, CD

The Sicilian campaign is generally
regarded as a well planned and, on
the whole, well executed operation
that lasted a not unreasonable 38 days.
According to the author of Sicily*
however, it was largely a German
victory — a successful delaying action
from which a hundred thousand Axis

troops escaped to the Italian main-
land.

Major Pond is not alone in this re-
gard: General Fuller and Admiral Mo-
rison, both of whom he quotes, have
expressed much the same opinion. Mes-
sina, opposite the toe of Italy, should
not have been a final military objec-
tive but rather should have been se-
cured much earlier by amphibious as-
sault. “The major tactical error of the
campaign”, our author maintains, “was
that the Allies ever landed on the
southern tip ... and had to fight... the

*Sicily, by Hugh Pond. Published by
William Kimber, London, and available
in Canada from the Ryerson Press, 299
Queen St. West, Toronto 2B. $6.50.

whole length of Sicily.” General Mont-
gomery had insisted on a primarily
military operation with massive naval
and air support, as opposed to a bol-
der use of sea and air power in their
own right; and there is “even some
hint” that he “might have resigned”
if overruled. (Rear Admiral L.E.H.
Maund, in fact, indirectly quotes
Montgomery as stating in conference
that the preceding plan “took heed of
few lessons from the fighting they had
experienced in the desert” and, if ac-
cepted, “then they must find someone
else to conduct it” (Assault from the
Sea, 239)). Whatever the explanation,
it does seem remarkable that so rela-
tively small a garrison should have
yielded ground so slowly and suddenly
escaped in such large numbers.
Whether or not the reader is satis-
fied with Major Pond’s diagnosis, he
will still find Sicily a useful and stimu-
lating book. Without it, one would
have to go to dozens of other books
for such a wealth of information —
and partly in vain, for our author does

General Pope’'s Memoirs
(Continued from preceding page)

From Germany he went on to Bel-
gium and Luxemburg as Ambassador,
and from there, in 1953, to Spain. His
comments on this latter country are
of course, restricted by the office he
held to a few discreet comments on
the countryside and the people.

These are memoirs in the very best
sense, in that they reveal the character
and opinions of the author, while
showing decent respect for the confi-

dences and sensitivities of those with
whom he came in contact. General
Pope is not out to build a reputation
as a sensationalist. There are no devas-
tating comments on his contemporaries,
no attempts to justify his every act
and no indiscretions. It is a tribute to
the General that in spite of this, his
book is extremely interesting and re-

warding.
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not limit himself to convenient sour-
ces. Some are available only in German
or Italian; others have previously been
published only with gaps and modifi-
cations. Still other sources are the
fruit of personal interviews and corre-
spondence with Commonwealth, Amer-
ican, Italian and German soldiers, as
well as with civilians who suffered
through the campaign.

The one Canadian infantry division
and one of the three Canadian tank
regiments that served in Sicily receive
as much coverage as one could rea-
sonably hope for in the overall history
of an operation involving so many
other forces; yet there i1s no playing
up to national sentiments. First citing
an anonymous surmise and later on
the strength of Montgomery’s opposi-
tion to the proposed McNaughton vi-
sit, our author suggests that Monty
would have preferred the 3rd British
Division and felt that the “unblooded”
Canadian division had been “thrust on
him for political reasons.” A fuller
treatment of the question should per-
haps take into account that Montgom-
ery had led the British division in
Flanders three years before and its
present GOC (General Ramsden) had
commanded a corps in the Middle
East. Nowhere, however, does Major
Pond suggest that Montgomery regret-
ted having had the Canadians thrust
upon him. Neither is he any more crit-
1cal of Canadian generalship and staff
work than of British methods — and
his most sweeping remarks are based
on the impressions of a regimental his-
torian.

A German charge that some prison-
ers taken at Leonforte “were shot by
the Canadians after their capture”

recalls Charles Monroe Johnson’s “So
the last of the infamous trio had come
to a well-deserved end, fourteen months
after they had killed in cold blood
two helpless German prisoners at Leon-
forte” (Action with the Seaforths, 322).
The same German source — Major
General Eberhard Rodt, commanding
the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division —
goes on to say that the incident “soon
became known throughout the Division
and heightened its determination to
resist.” (General Rodt’s further obser-
vation that the Panzer Grenadiers’ op-
ponents exhibited “in general fair ways
of fighting” is omitted.) On the other
hand, Major Pond’s own statement
that the PPCLI subsequently took 70
prisoners “and considerably more ene-
my soldiers were found wounded” ap-
pears to be no more than an unfor-
tunate paraphrase of the Canadian of-
ficial history’s “later reported that of
those defenders of the ridge who were
not, killed or captured few escaped un-
wounded” (The Canadians wn Italy,
129).

There are, of course, occasional er-
rors such as one can find in almost
any work. The name of the GOC 1st
Canadian Division is misspelt “Sim-
monds”. Brigadier Howard Graham
becomes “Hugh” Graham. Lieut.-Col-
onel Alastair Pearson, a British bat-
talion commander destined to win
“four D.S.0.s and a Military Cross in
the next eighteen months”, had in fact
picked up the MC and one of his
DSO’s in North Africa. Certain other
statements, 1f correct, deserve some
explanation. For instance, two British
infantry officers charge a German po-
sition with a carrier — one driving,
the other firing a Vickers gun. Where



The Royal Canadian Engineers

REeviEWED BY CoLONEL C. P. StAcEY, OBE, CD (RETIRED)

Thas review has appeared in part in
The Ottawa Citizen. — Editor.

People who set out to write the his-
tory of a whole Corps of an army are
taking on a much bigger and more
complicated job than an author who
tells the story of a mere individual
regiment. The historian of the Lennox
and Addington Lancers or the South
York Halberdiers has his own prob-
lems, but he deals with men in hun-
dreds where the Corps historian talks
in terms of thousands. The regiment
1s local; the corps 1s as wide as Can-
ada, and, when it goes to war, as
wide as the world. The regiment may
be older than the corps, yet the corps
nevertheless is part of a story that
goes back to the earliest military
beginnings.

The great number of Canadians who
have served at one time or another

*The History of the Corps of Royal
Canadian Engineers, Volume I, 1749-
1939, by Colonel A. J. Kerry and Ma-
jor W. A. McDill. Ottawa, 1962. Avail-
able from The Military Engineers As-
sociation of Canada through the office
of the Chief Engineer, Canadian Army,
Ottawa. $5.00.

in the Corps of Royal Canadian En-
gineers will be glad to know that the
corps’ historians have done the sort
of tight and efficient job which the
Army and the country have learned
to expect of Canadian sappers.* It has
been the work of years, as it needed
to be. The result i1s not a Madison
Avenue product, but a solid book,
based on painstaking research, which
1s a contribution to Canadian history
and will be a source of pride and a
great practical asset to the R.CE. in
years to come. The present volume 1s
concerned in great part with the First
World War and brings the story down
to 1939. For the Second World War
and more recent events we must wait
for Volume II.

The official birth-date of the Royal
Canadian Engineers as a regular corps
1s 1903; but there were engineer units
in the Canadian Militia long before
that, and military engineering in Can-
ada 1s nearly as old as the country.
The book mentions one “de Lotbinié-
re, whom the historian Parkman calls
a ‘Canadian’ engineer”, the builder of

The German Dunkirk of 1943
(Continued from preceding page)

did they get the Vickers, a year be-
fore MMG’s were issued to infantry
battalions?

Any such shortcomings, real or ap-
parent, would tend to detract from the
value of a definitive history of the
campalgn, a Sicily “bible”. But neither
author nor publisher spells out the
purpose of this book: it unfolds partly

as a digest, partly a critique and partly
a sociological work. All three elements
are enriched by original research and
original thought, and their very com-
bination in 220 pages 1s a literary feat
in itself. Major Pond has written a
warm, provocative and 1mmensely
readable work — in short, a splendid
all-round history.
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Fort Ticonderoga. He was indeed a
Canadian, and the ancestor of two
sappers named Joly de Lotbiniére
whom the authors mention, and of
some others whom they don’t. Early
Canadian engineers, like most soldiers
in this country, usually made bricks
without straw, and it was only in 1914-
18 that Canadian military engineering
came of age. Here we read of the in-
numerable dirty, dangerous and indis-
pensable jobs that the Canadian En-
gineers did in France. Bridging, road-
building, tunnelling and mining (for
the war was fought underground too);
tramways and railways built and oper-
ated; the army communications main-
tained (the Canadian Militia had a
small signal corps as early as 1903, but
under the war organization signals
were an engineer responsibility) — all
these things are part of the story. Clear
maps and numerous photographs help
to tell it. Colonel Kerry, who drafted
the volume as long ago as 1955, and
Major MeDill, who has revised and
expanded it, have done a most thorough
job. Future sappers, and future stu-
dents of Canadian history, will be
grateful.

A few words of detailed comment
may be added. The account of early
military engineering in Canada is sket-
chy, as was indeed inevitable. But the
narrative becomes more detailed as it
approaches more modern times, and
such matters as the development of

military survey get considerable atten-
tion. Organization is not neglected, and
the important changes in the engineer
component of the Canadian Corps in
1918 are clearly described. There is a
good deal of special detail, particular-
ly in footnotes; thus we learn on page
324 that “The abbreviation Can for
Canada and Canadian began to go out
of use, after First Army Routine Or-
der 660/2 Mar 1917 instructed that
Cdn be used...” This may strike some
readers as pedantic, but it is in a
sound sapper tradition and these little
notes will doubtless settle many argu-
ments. The volume carries considerable
documentation, but the captious his-
torian would like still more. The au-
thors seem to have decided to cite, in
general, only " printed sources; they
must surely have made considerable
use of war diaries and other unpub-
lished material, but they do not give
us even a general indication of how far
they have gone in this direction.

The Royal Engineers have always
had the reputation of being an intel-
lectual corps (which perhaps is part
of the reason why the British Army
has always at least pretended to re-
gard them as slightly queer); their
corps histories and their corps journal
have been scholarly productions, and
they have uniformly refused to be
ashamed of this. The Royal Canadian
Engineers seem to be following in their
footsteps.

Tradition

Remember tradition does not mean
that you never do anything new, but
that you will never fall below the
standard of courage and conduct
handed down to you. Then tradition,

far from being handcuffs to cramp
your action, will be a handrail to guide
and steady you in rough places. —
Field Marshal Sir William Shm.



The Alexander Memoirs

ReviEwED BY MaAJor D. J. GoopsPeEp, CD

A casual look at the great spate of

military memoirs printed since the Sec-
ond World War would seem to indi-
cate that almost all the distinguished
generals on both sides have already
told their stories. Some of  these ac-
counts have been excel_lent,...‘and some
have been so bad  and so pitifully
revealing that one. can only assume
that the writer had no friends — other-
wise he would surely have been dis-

suaded from publication. In any case,
a senior commander who waits .until

the 1960’s to give his personal Ver§ioh
of the events of the Second World
War is more than likely to find him-
self retelling a twice-told tale.

Therefore, 1t is with some surprise
that we see so famous a soldier as
Field Marshal Earl Alexander of Tu-
nis now produce his contribution- to
this specialized literature.®

Tield Marshal Alexander undoubt-
edly had a brilliant military career. In
1940 he was with the British rearguard

at Dunkirk and in 1942 in command

of the British army in Burma, —-two

defeats for which he was 1n no way
responsible. Even in these impossible
situations he handled his troops with
sure competence, and as a result, later
in 1942, he became Commander-in-

Memotirs of Field Marshal
Farl Alexander of Tuns,
(edited by John North). Pubhshed by
Cassell & Co. Ltd;, and available in
Canada from the British Book Service
(Canada) Ltd, Kingswood House, 1068
Broadview Ave., Toronto 6, Ont. 210
pp. $6.50.

_*The

1940-1945, ‘related” first;

_ Chief, Middle East. After the defeat

of the Afrika Korps at El Alamein,
Alexander was made Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of the 18th and 15th
Army Groups, Commander-in-Chief
Allied Armies in Italy, and finally,
Supreme Allied Commander Mediter-
ranean. He was outstanding in all
these appointments and his place In
military history is therefore assured.
Many Canadians, too, have a special

‘affection for Lord Alexander, not only

because, he frequently proved himself
an able and sympathetic commander
of Canadian formations but also be-
cause. after. the war he served a term
as a popular Governor General of
Canada. ~

Nevertheless, the sad fact 1s that the

..Alexander Memoirs fall far short of

what might have been expected. They
are disjointed; they have no particular
sense of direction; and i1n fact they
consist of little more than a series of
quite interesting essays on vaguely re-
lated topics.

The fifteen chapters of which the
book is composed are grouped into
three main parts, but, even in this
arrangement, chronology has been
abandoned for no apparent reason, and
if an alternative principal of organi-
zation exists, it is not readily detected.
The story of the desert campaign is
then there is a flash-
back to the two defeats of Dunkirk
and Burma; and the concluding por-
tion of the book deals at ‘considerable
length with the Ttalian campaign. Quite
good battle maps are interspersed at
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WINSTON CHURCHILL

REviEWED BY MAJor S.R. Evrior, CD

The reviewer s employed wn the
Directorate of Military Intelligence at
Army Headquarters, Ottawa. — Edi-
tor.

At one point 1n his book* General
Pawle quotes the First Sea Lord who
describes a scene of unutterable con-
fusion as “a snake’s honeymoon!” The
same expression could almost be ap-
plied to the beginning of The War
and Colonel Warden.

To begin with, I felt the title to be
unfortunate, possibly because I had not
known that Winston Churchill used
“Colonel Warden” as a cover name
when he travelled. Without this know-
ledge The War and Colonel Warden
suggested a serio-comic war story fea-
turing a Blimpish Indian Army officer
of the ‘“tiger-huntin’ near Poona” and
“Bearer bring burra peg” school.

There is a “Foreword” by W. Averell
Harriman which introduces Mr. Chur-
chill’'s Flag Commander, C.R. Thomp-
son, one of the most intimate and
essential members of the Churchill en-
tourage and responsible for the securi-

*The War and Colonel Warden, by
Gerald Pawle. Published by Clarke,
Irwin & Co. Ltd., 791 St. Clair Ave.
West, Toronto 10. 1963. $8.50.

ty of his travel arrangements. The
author follows with a “Preface” in
which he states that his aim 1s to fill
mn some of the gaps in the political or
military aspects of the Second World
War which have been covered with a
description of the Prime Minister’s life,
day by day, as he directed the war
effort. This is followed by an “Intro-
ductory Note” by Commander Thomp-
son which states that he did not keep
a diary and that the basis for this
book 1s personal recollection plus the
author’s extensive research. Chapter
One tries to wuse the “flash-back”
technique to i1ntroduce Commander
Thompson. The net result of all this
is confusion. The reader isn’t quite
sure who is writing about whom or
from what viewpoint. However, if he
stays the course he will find that the
book settles down and becomes a most
readable survey of the war.

Those who want a book filled with
homely little touches of “I said to
Winny ...” and “Winny said to me ...”
are going to be disappointed. Mr.
Pawle has woven his narrative, not
unskilfully, from some 77 published
works, interspersing between his quota-
tions and connective paragraphs a

The Alexander Memoirs
(Continued from preceding page)

irregular intervals throughout the text,
but the book tells little that i1s new
about military events or the personali-
ties of senior commanders.

Some facets of Lord Alexander’s own
personality are revealed on these pages,
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but even here the Memoirs do less
than justice to their subject. I‘ield
Marshal Alexander will certainly be
remembered as a soldier, but his repu-
tation will owe nothing to his Mem-
o1rs.
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number of amusing anecdotes provided
by Commander Thompson. Gerald
Pawle is most at home with the special
equipments which Mr. Churchill -
spects. This 1s understandable when one
remembers that his first book, Secret
War, 1939-1946, produced by the same
publisher, dealt with these equipments
in detail. The book is well illustrated,
including an amusing — but rude —
cartoon from German sources.

Some of Mr. Pawle’s quotations
disagree with those in other sources.
He tells the story of the dispatch of
a letter from “Mark Clark to... the
Governor of Gibraltar” just before the
Allied invasion of North Africa 1n
“Torch”. The aircraft carrying the cou-
rier was shot down. After an interval
the courier’s body was washed ashore
in Spain and there was considerable
concern that “although the letter was
handed over to the British ... there was
no means of telling whether its con-
tents had been photographed and pas-
sed to the Germans...” Field Marshall

Viscount Alanbrooke, quoted in Arthur
Bryant’s The Turn of the Tide, says
that the letter was from “Bedell Smith,
Tke’s Chief of Staff” and goes on to
cxplain why the letter could not have
been seen by the German Secret Ser-
vice. A quote from Mr. Churchill’s
The Hinge of Fate is incorrect. Minor
discrepancies of this nature tend to
leave doubts in the reader’s mind as
to the accuracy of the rest of the
work. There 1s, however, a most con-
cise resumé of the British political
scene at the end of the War with a
reasoned explanation for the defeat of
the Conservative Party in the 1945
election which is worth reading.

This is not a book for the reader
who wishes an easy road to the study
of campaigns and battles of the Second
World War. But the reader who wants
a general review of the war and a
description of the chief Allied political
figure as seen through the eyes of an
affectionate and respectful subordinate
will find 1t pleasant reading.

Discretion and Prudence

Discretion takes thought of conse-
quences, and prudence governs actions.
In an essay he wrote for the Spectator
in 1711, the great essayist Addison
said: “There are many more shining
qualities in the mind of man, but there
is none so useful as discretion; 1t 1s
this, indeed, which gives a value to
all the rest, which sets them at work
in their proper times and places, and
turns them to the advantage of the
person who is possessed of them.”

To be prudent you need to know
how to distinguish the character of

troubles and problems, and to take the
time to make wise decisions about
them. This means, on occasion, seek-
ing advice. To accept counsel 1s a
common characteristic of great leaders:
it is usually the weakling who feels
himself too big to take advice. — The
Royal Bank of Canada Monthly Letter.

Monetary Reward

It 1s not everyone who can appreciate
honours alone; a little monetary reward
as well can hurt nobody. — Napoleon.



The Fall of France

REvIEWED BY MAJor D. J. Goopspeep, CD

Although the British Army made up
only about seven per cent of the Allied
force which faced the German on-
slaught in the disastrous summer of
1940, English-speaking historians have
generally treated this phase of the war
as though 1t were as essentially British
an episode as Waterloo or El Alemein.
The high drama .of Dunkirk has ob-
scured the much more extensive fight-
ing that involved the French Army,
and has led to any number of unhistor-
ical and unjust judgements on the
campaign as a whole. This is especially
so of the five-week period after the
beginning of June when the French
fought on virtually alone: -

A recent book by Ben01st-Mech1n
60 Days That Shook The West, should
do much to set the record straight,
for 1t is certainly the best account in
English of this tragic period* In the
English version, which 1s a condensa-
tion of the original three-volume work
in French, Benoist-Méchin gives a day-
to-day report on the military and po-
litical situation during the time when
the Wehrmacht was overrunning Fran-
ce and the Low Countries. The. editing
was done by the well-known British
military “historian, Cyril- Falls, which

by itself pretty well guarantees a high »

standard of excellence.-Normally such

day-by-day accounts tend to lack cor- -

*60 Days That Shook the West, by
J. Benoist-Méchin. Published by Jona-
than Cape, London, and available in
Canada from Clarke, Irwin & Co. Ltd,,
791 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 10
Ont. $10.00.
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herence and fail to sustain interest, but
in this case neither of these criticisms
1s justified. Even in its condensed
form 60 Days That Shook The West is
a long book, but it is one that the
reader can not readily put down.

Although Benoist-Méchin is accurate
and scrupulously impartial in assem-
bling his facts, he leaves no doubt that
he believes one of the principal causes
of the German victory was that, for
the British; national aims were par-
amount during the campaign. He quo-
tes with approval Marshal Foch’s re-
mark: “I have far less admiration for
Napoleon now that-I know what a
coalition is!”, and ‘he is careful to em-
phasize every major instance of British
distrust of ‘the Frené¢h. Of course, it is
not without significance that Benoist-
Méchin himself served the Laval Gov-
ernment and was condemned to death
as a c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>