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'ROYAL CANADIAN®

Col. R. P. Saunders, D.S.0., M.C,

Officer Administering Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps
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“ORDNANCE CORPS

"Ordnance Services’” is a comprehensive term embracing
the whole activities concerned with the supply of war equipment
for the army. The function of supply is vital, and the discharge
of that function in this respect is the responsibility of the Royal
Canadian Ordnance Corps.

Our Corps was given the present name in 1921, the appella-
tion “'Royal” having been bestowed on the existing Canadian
Ordnance Corps in recognition of services rendered during the
Great War.

We are privileged to wear a badge identical with that of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps, and are proud to trace our history
through that Corps and its forebears, which, under many and
varied names, has a long and distinguished record in the annals
of the British Army and which is honoured to have His Majesty
the King as Colonel-in-Chief.

Since the outbreak of the present war, the responsibilities
of the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps have been heavy and
have necessitated rapid and extensive expansion of many activities.
Both the stores and engineering branches of the Corps so greatly
increased in scope that a split became necessary, and in May,
1944, the Corps of Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers was formed. Notwithstanding this reduction in re-
sponsibilities, those presently employed in Ordnance Establish-
ments overseas and in Canada number in excess of 23,000, as
against a pre-war strength of the Corps of some 500.

When the time comes for the story of this war to be told, it
will be found that the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps has played
a not unworthy part in keeping with a tradition of service through
the years.



All angles considered, newspaper
and radio reporters have probably less
reason to like Security regulations than
almost any other group of individuals.
These regulations hamper their work,
restrict what they may write, what
they may say over the air and, by their
very nature, are almost bound to get
in a correspondent’'s hair. A public
tribute for Security — entirely un-
solicited—from a wellknown radio
1eporter is, therefore, a tribute indeed,
showing as it does a true appreciation
of the need for Security despite the
personal restrictions, difficulties and
delays which its very necessary observ-
ance involves.

The following excerpts are from a
broadcast from Malta by radio reporter
Bill Herbert of CBC at the time of the
meeting there some few weeks ago of
Chuzrchill and Roosevelt:

“This is Bill Herbert of the CBC,
reporting from Malta. Most of you
have heard the word ''Security.”
This is the general military term for
keeping your mouth shut. Well,
on this island, they have reached
perhaps the most perfect pitch of
Security - mindedness that I have
everseen. . .. ..

Best Examples
“"One of the best examples of
Security, I think, came during our
" efforts to speak to the people about
the meetings of Mr. Churchill and
President Roosevelt. I first of all
tackled the hotel manager. Yes, he

said, someone of importance has been
here, but I don’t know who it is.
Then we walked through the main
streets of Malta, stopping every little
while to speak to a civilian. Here
again I drew a blank. Yes, someone
had been here, but they didn't know
whether it had been Mr. Churchill ox
the President—it could have been
two other fellows, they said. Once I
asked a barman if they had been
here, and he expressed complete
surprise. I might say here, he
seemed very, very surprised. I finally
decided to get that material from
the proper authorities, and here I was
given every assistance. But from the
civilians, absolutely not a word . . "

Obvious Lesson

There’s an obvious lesson, of course,
to be gained from Malta’s Security-
consciousness—a lesson which we, far
removed from the scene of operations,
have not had similarly impressed upon
us and are far too prone to overlook.
It's the simple, elementary, oft-repeated
lesson of keeping omne's mouth shut
where matters of military information
are concerned. Close to the scene
of operations and in places far removed,
the enemy works more zealously than
ever to gather the bits of information,
big or small, which he must have to
keep him in the war. Blabbermouths
continue to give him that information—
for free.

Let's all be adult for a change and
take a leaf from Malta's book!
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In the February issue, CATM pub-
lished on the inside front cover an
observation on war made by the Greek
philosopher, Socrates, which warrants
repeating: .

WSOCRATES ON WAR//
(From Current Reports from Overseas)

“"The General must know how to get
his men, their rations, and every other
kind of stores needed for war. He must
have imagination to originate plans,
practical sense and energy to carry them
through. He must be observant, un-
tiring, shrewd; kindly and cruel; simple
and crafty; a watchman and a robber;
lavish and miserly; generous and stingy;
rash and conservative. All these and
many other qualities, natural and -ac-
quired, he must have. He should also,
as a matter of course, know his tactics;
for a disorderly mob is no more an
army than a heap of building material
is a house.—SOCRATES."”

In a lecture delivered at Trinity
College, Cambridge, in 1939 before the
outbreak of War, General Wavell in
referring to the above quotation, said,
"Now the first point that attracts me

(By Col. H. A. Campbell, Chief Ordnance Officer, Central Ordnance Depot, Ottawa)

about that definition is the order in
which it is arranged. It begins with
the matter of administration, which is
the real crux of generalship to my mind;
and places tactics, the handling of
troops in battle, at the end of his quali-
fications instead of at the beginning,
where most people place it.”

The above remark is a reflection on
the relative importance of the supply
services as regarded by one of the out-
standing British leaders.

Sister Corps

In this war, as in World War I, the
Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps has
operated throughout in conjunction
with its sister corps, the RAOC. RCOC
Units are serving both Canadian and
British Forces in Italy as well as on
the Western Front. Similarly Canadian
Formations are served by the large
British static Ordnance Depots.

On the other side of the World in
1943 an RCOC Ordnance Beach De-
tachment was attached to the Canadian
Army Brigade Group, which formed
part of the U.S. Army Force which
landed on Kiska.
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By basing the Canadian Army on
British Depots for maintenance it has
been possible to avoid duplication in the
organization of the Ordnance Services
as a whole, which is all important in
respect to the conservation of both
manpower and equipment.

The Role of Ordnance Services
In the Field

The modern army on wheels requires
the right spare part in the right place
at the right time. To meet that require-
ment is the keynote, the main object,
of the field organization and system of
Ordnance services. This organization
has evolved from the four years' experi-
ence in War prior to D-Day, and it
embodies the lessons learned in France,
Norway, the Middle East and the
campaigns in North Africa, Sicily and
Ttaly. The procedure finally adopted
for the operational maintenance of
21 Army Group in its assault over the
beaches of Normandy and beyond
differs fundamentally to a marked
degree from the conventional system
with its large Base Ordnance Depots
situated in the actual theatre of opera-
tions.

It will be of interest to consider
briefly the reasons leading up to this
vital change in procedure.

Effect of Combined Operations

on Planning of Ordnance Services
for the Second Front

In Combined Operations no matter
what the size of the force, it is essential
to ensure operational maintenance over
the beaches from the start. As the scope
of the operation and the size of the force
increases the task of maintenance be-
comes more complex. Largely as the
result of experience gained in the
landings in North Africa and also in
the numerous exercises carried out in
various parts of the UK, a definite
procedure was evolved. The primary
object was to provide a simple and
flexible system of ensuring the supply

of replacement equipments, spare parts
and clothing and general stores.

Principles of Operational
Maintenance

From the outset of an opposed landing,
when the first assault troops are fighting
for a foothold, the first flight of the
maintenance organization is at the same
time landed on the beaches. This for-
mation is known as the Beach Group,
a carefully devised and equipped or-
ganization provided to make certain
that the assault troops receive all the
immediate essentials in rations, petrol
and ammunition, engineers, signals and
medical services, Ordnance and EME
Workshop services necessary to main-
tain them in action.

Included in the Beach Group

is a small specially trained
Unit called an Ordnance Beach
Detachment (OBD). The per-
sonnel are skilled in the hand-
ling of ammunition and stores
and receive adequate military
training to ensure that they
are capable of putting up a
fight, if necessary. All ranks
are of high medical category
in order to stand up under the
severe strain of working for
long hours under trying con-
ditions on the beachesin bad
weather.

The OBDs land with ammunition and
gelected stores called Landing Reserves
(LRs) set up dumps and get ready as
rapidly as possible to make issues of
vital requirements to replace battle
losses and expenditures. The LRs
are made up from scales of estimated
essentials, those “bits and pieces”
without which units cannot function;
in fact a sort of austerity scale of tools
for the job in hand.

LBs are normally prepared on a
Brigade Group basis to maintain the
formation for a period of 30 days.
They may be duplicated if necessary.
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As the assault force forges ahead and
makes the beachhead secure, the follow-
up troops land close behind and with
them the follow-up supply services,
which in the case of Ordnance means a
wider range of Ordnance Stores, called
Beach Maintenance Packs (BMPs) and
additional ammunition with Ordnance
personnel to handle them.

Wider Range

The BMPs are an extension of the
LRs and give a wider range of replen-
ishment to the troops in action and
essential spares to enable EME Work-
shop Dets to begin Second Echelon
repairs

At this stage additional Store-Holding
Ordnance units will begin to arrive
with their stores lorries. These are the
Brigade Sections of Divisional Ordnance
Field Parks and they will probably land
with their formations.

In the meantime the beach
supply organization will be
expanding and rear mainten-
ance areas established on a
more elaborate basis.

The next stage in the operation will
be the building up of the essential
supply services, which in the case of
Ordnance, entails the initial steps in the
forming and stocking of static instal-
lations for ammunition and stores. This
stage cannot reach its ultimate form
until the capture of the requisite ports.
Planning of New Ordnance Supply

Procedure for Second Front
Four factors must be considered

when deciding what large Store Depots
are necessary in a new theatre of
operations:

(1) The need to hold stocks close
enough to the forward troops to ensure
prompt maintenance of their War equip-
ment and clothing and to build up
essential reserves to meet abnormal
needs such as a break in the L of C.

(2) The importance of siting large
depots in a locality reasonably safe
from serious interference by the enemy.

.

(3) The need to restrict to essentials
the demands of shipping.

(4) The time which must elapse
before it is possible to lay out and
completely stock the static Ordnance
Depots to maintain a theatre.

Long Sea Voyage

In the past, including the operations
of the British Army in France in 1939-40,
Base Ordnance Depots (BODs) were
formed irrespective of the length of sea
voyage separating the theatre of opera-
tions from the UK. When the theatre
of operations necessitates a long sea
voyage, there is no option but to build
up a large and complete range of stores
of all natures as it is the only way to
ensure adequate maintenance. This
involves the establishment of one or
more BODs. Aslines of communication
lengthen the installation of forward
holdings of stores becomes necessary.
Such establishments are known as
Advanced Ordnance Depots (AODs).

Through experience in the landings
in North Africa, Sicily and Italy, it
was decided that for a theatre of opera-
tions in which only a short sea voyage
was involved, the provision of large
storeholding depots in the actual theatre
was not required. By taking full advan-
tage of modern communication and
transport facilities, the large Central
Ordnance Depots in the United Kingdom
could actually function as Main Base
Depots. It would then be necessary to
stock in the theatre only a restricted
range of fast-moving and operationally
vital stores to meet the more immediate
requirements of the forces. These
stocks would be held in the theatre by
Advanced Ordnance Depots (AODs).

This was a far-reaching decision,
and has unquestionably been a great
factor in the successful operational
maintenance of British and Canadian
Forces since D-Day, despite the un-
favourable weather conditions during
those critical first weeks.



The AOD (Short Sea Voyage) can be
established rapidly (even to being
served over the beaches), and, if
required, can be moved to a new loca-
tion in a relatively short period of time.
It is, therefore, the most suitable large
Ordnance storeholding unit for use in
mobile warfare.

Functions of AOD (Short Sea
Voyage)

The main functions of an Advanced
Ordnance Depot (Short Sea Voyage)
are:

(@ (i) To hold a limited stock of
stores in frequent demand
and items of equipment of
operational importance.

(ii) Spares for all echelon re-
pairs and a comprehensive
range of assemblies.

(iii) Selected items held as a GS

Reserve, including a Repair

Pool of complete equipments.
Through the medium of a
Stores Transit Sub-Depot to:—
(i) Receive and transmit
daily to the Main Base
Central Ordnance De-
pots in the United King-
dom, normally by Air,
Indents for all items not
available in AOD stocks.
(ii) Sort and distribute for-
ward to Troops the daily
flow of stores received in
transit from the Central
Ordnance Depots in the
UK in response to Units’
Indents.
(ii) Arrange the priority return
to the UK of repairable
assemblies for repair.
Arrange the priority return
of empty Industrial Gas Cy-
linders (Oxygen, Acetylene,
etc.)
To fulfil its roll, the AOD is divided
into:—
(@) Three Stores Sub-Depots.

(b ()

(i)

(b) A Vehicle Company.

(c) A Stores Transit Sub-Depot.

(d) A Forward Trailer Section.

(e) A Returned Stores Depot.

The general functions of the above-
mentioned sub-units are conveyed by
their names. The Forward Trailer
Section, however, is worthy of note.
It is a semi-mobile unit which acts as
a stores spearhead of the AOD, holding
a range of those fast-moving spare parts
most urgently required during opera-
tions. One sub-section carries a reserve
of clothing and general stores.

Main Base Depots in the UK.

From the foregoing it is evident that
Ordnance Services in the Field are
backed by a powerful group of base
installations in the UK. Upon these
large Central Ordnance Depots depends
the ultimate responsibility for the supply
to Ordnance units in the field.

The full load of preparing, packing
and assembling the truly stupendous
quantities of Landing Reserves and
Beach Maintenance Packs was assumed
by the various Central Ordnance Depots
during the winter months and early
spring of 1944.

This service was carried out not only
by Ordnance personnel, but by the
ATS, the Pioneer Corps, and civilians
working for long hours under adverse
conditions.

The present organization of Ordnance
Services, in the field, and in the U.K.
which has been briefly outlined is not
the final and perfect system. Such
over-riding factors as limitations in
available man-power, problems in stor-
age space and the pressing need for
economy in all directions, have en-
forced measures of compromise.

The organization is nevertheless
practical, adequate and flexible. It has,
above all, given the field units of the
Corps determined confidence in their
ability to serve the fighting troops well.

(2
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HOW TANKS AND INFANTRY
WORK TOGETHER IN BURMA

(ATM—Australia)

(The account which follows was extracted from
the war diary of a tank squadron operaling with
our troops in Burma. It is a good illustration of
the degree of co-operation which is being reached
on this front.)

The Japs were reported to have
taken up positions, as shown in the
sketch map, astride the track which
was part of our L. of C. They were
known to be in occupation of the vil-
lage, and the ridge extending to the
knoll on the north side of the track.

It was imperative to open up com-
munications again, since two of our
battalions, some distance to the south-
west, were now entirely cut off by the
enemy from their supplies.

An infantry battalion had succeeded
in establishing itself on the spur to the
east of the village, and it was therefore
decided that this battalion, with the
assistance of one troop of tanks, should
drive the Japs off the high ground and
open the track for our convoys.

FIRST DAY: The troop moved
out at 0900 hours, the troop leader and
squadron leader going ahead to recon-
noitre with the battalion commander.
After a plan to attack along the road,
and back S.E. towards the village,
had been rejected, it was decided that
an armoured reconnaissance should
be made from the battalion area, west
towards the village.

Get Tanks Up

The first problem was to get the tanks
up to the battalion area, the starting
point for the armoured reconnaissance.
This involved engineer work, and the
towing of the tanks by a D8 tractor, to
get them up the steep slope. The task
was completed by 1300 hours, and the
troop leader made ready to go forward
for his reconnaissance, covered by one
tank and supported by one platoon,
when a cloud burst rendered the ground
impracticable and ruined the visibility.



The battalion commander,
appreciating that the Japs
would probably be at the bot-
tom of their dug-outs sheltering
from the rain, at once put in
an attack with two platoons
and captured half the village.
They consolidated within 50
yards of the enemy, and even
succeeded inwiring themselves
in. During the night they
drove off a counter-attack, in
which 16 Japs were killed and
one prisoner captured, with
the expenditure of only 100
rounds of Bren ammunition.
Most important of all, as far as the
tanks were concerned, this advance
enabled the engineers, who were often
harassed by shell fire and mortars, to
make the ridge top as far as the village
passable for tanks. The work took 12
hours to accomplish, and was a fine
achievement.

SECOND DAY: At 0630 hours, the
troop, supported by two platoons, started
to climb up to the village area, intending

to push up west, if possible, to the junc-

tion of the ridge and the track.

Two of the tanks got up the ridge
with great difficulty, considerable skill
being shown by both drivers. The
third tank threw a track when almost
at the top. However, two tanks were
sufficient for the task, and they pro-
ceeded to clear the west end of the
village. Going on into the jungle
beyond, they shot up several bunkers,
slit trenches and tree snipers, at ranges
generally under 100 yards.

Progress Impossible

When the troop leader had gone
some 60 yards beyond the village, he
reported that further progress on the
right was impossible, owing to a steep
dip and an even steeper rise on the
other side. The corporal in the tank
on the left reported the same obstacles,
but he went on down the dip and found

~ evacuated. The battalion 2ic,
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that he could move neither forward
nor backward.

The troop leader went forward to
reconnoitre on foot, but was wounded
in the head and body, and had to be
r who
had accompanied him, was also wound-
ed slightly. One platoon, however,
scrambling up the far slope on hands
and knees, managed to infiltrate forward
to within 150 yards of the ridge-track
junction.

As this route was quite impassable
to the remaining tank, and as it was
imperative to clear the road because
the two battalions to the southwest had
by now almost run out of rations, it was
decided that risks must be taken.

A sergeant was therefore
ordered to take the remaining
tank and one platoon back to
the road, and then round
right - handed by the road, to
clean up the Jap resistance to
the south of the road and
west of the village. As it was
impossible to turn, in order to
get his tank off the ridge he
had to back it through the
battalion positions, and get it
winched down the steepest bit
by a D-8 tractor.

He then advanced along the road,
dealing with enemy fire as it was met.
He used 75 mm HE to destroy a Jap
bunker at the point marked “"A’’ on the
map, and the enemy dead were so
mutilated they could not be counted.

The sergeant with his tank now
joined up with the original platoon
from the ridge, and a third platoon was
ordered to attack the enemy on the
north side of the road. They succeeded,
however, only in establishing themselves
in the vicinity. The tank now swung
S.E. back along the ridge for about 50
yards, when an undisclosed and very
strong Jap bunker suddenly opened
up at 5 yards’ range. This bunker
is marked “'B.”
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The infantry at once went to ground,
and the sergeant could fire only Brown-
ing, as they were so close. This he
continued to do until he was ordered
to withdraw half an hour later, as it
was getting dark.

90 Japs Spotted
At the same time, about 90 Japs

were seen from the village position,

streaming away S.E. down the hill.
These were engaged by Browning on
ground mountings, Bren and 3-inch
mortar.

Thus, on the evening of the second
day, the situation was as follows:—

(a) The battalion was still well estab-
lished in its original area.

(b) Positions had been consolidated
in the village, and strong patrols
were in occupation of the ridge
as far as the bunker at point
"B, which was still believed to be
in enemy possession.

‘(c) A platoon post was in contact
with the enemy locality to the
north of the road.

(d) The corporal who had ditched
his tank on the ridge had managed
to turn it and get it back. So
there were now two tanks in
the village position and another
in the old battalion area.

THIRD DAY: Reconnaissance made
by the battalion disclosed that the Jap
positions on both sides of the road
had been abandoned during the night,
and as a result the battalion occupied

the ground right up to the ridge-track
junction. '

During the morning an enemy posi-
tion suddenly revealed itself on a bare
hillock and on a small bare ridge behind
it, some 700 yards almost due west of -
the village at point "'C."”

It was decided to liquidate
this by an attack from the
north, using the nullah im-
mediately in front of the
enemy. A concentration was
put down by artillery and one
of the tanks, and one platoon
then assaulted. When the pla-
toon was within 75 yards of the
position, the Japs opened fire
with MG and grenade dis-
charger, which halted the
attack. The tank engaged the
target, but had to cease fire,
as the 75 mm shells were
dangerously close to the
infantry.

However, by moving back to the
nullah the platoon allowed more room
for tank fire. The Jap position was in
full view of the village from which the
tank was firing, and this time the fire
was more effective.

When the infantry entered the posi-
tion, they found 25 dead bodies, one
MMG and two LMGs.

The road was now open, and ration
convoys going through to road-head
contacted the troops who had been cut
off for three and a half days. Their
wounded were evacuated on the return
journey.

prosper.’’

W] shall desire every officer to endeavour by love and affable
courage to command his soldiers, since what is done for fear
is done unwillingly and what is unwillingly attempted can never

—Earl of Essex, 1642
(General of the Parliamentary Army)




LT GEN CHARLES FOULKES, C.B.E., D.S.0.

Lieut. Gen. Charles Foulkes, C.B.E., D.S.O.

(This biography was compiled for CATM by the
Historical Section, NDHQ)

General Foulkes is the senior Cana-
dian field commander overseas who
is not a graduate of RM.C., but he
shares with a group of other senior

officers the peculiar seriousness and-

professional devotion which mark so
many soldiers of his generation.

Like his fellow Corps Commander,
General Simonds, he was borm in
England and was brought to Canada
at an early age. His birth place was
Stockton-on-Tees and he was one of
eight children of Mr. C. Foulkes. He
first went to school there but when he
came with his family to London, Ont.,
he eventually passed through London
Collegiate Institute into the University
of Western Ontario. He had completed
his first year there with a very good
record when he entered the Permanent
Force.

He showed early interest in military
alfairs to which he gave his accustomed

12

serious study, and while still a student
of 19 years of age, he joined the Second
Machine Gun Battalion of the N.P.A.M.
in 1922. In a few weeks he was a
qualified sergeant and he received his
first commission a year after enlist-
ment; during 1924 he qualified as
captain and in machine gun subjects
at the Canadian Small Arms School
and also passed his proficiency in
riding. So in the spring of 1925, at
the close of the College year, he applied
to enter the Permanent Force. During
that summer he served as an instructor
at the Small Arms School where he won
unusual praise from the Commanding
Officer and was promoted captain in
his regiment. In the fall he entered
upon the Long Course at RM.C.
without further examination. This course
was designed for non-graduates of
RM.C. who wished to become regular
soldiers. Completing his course suc-
cesstully he was attached to The Royal
Canadian Regiment and reported for
duty at “'C” Company in London, Ont.,
on 11th August, 1926.

For a short time his technical interests
led him to think of the Ordnance Corps
but happily he was retained in the
Infantry. He instructed in the Small
Arms Course in the fall of 1927 and in
the next summer was transferred to
"B"” Company in Toronto. Because
of his special interests and abilities
he was selected by his regiment to
take the first Instructors Course in
Machine Gun Carriers—at that time
the Carden-Loyd—at Kingston and
Petawawa during 1931. His colleague
from the P.P.CL.I. was one of the
founders of the Canadian Armoured
Corps, later Major-General Worthing-
ton, now G.O.C.-in-C., Pacific Com-
mand. Capt. Foulkes returned that
fall to London, with his Carden-Loyd
Carrier. He spent the summer of 1932
attending Small Arms Courses in Eng-
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land, especially at Netheravon and
Winterburne Gunner on Salisbury Plain.
While in England he received permis-
sion to marry and on the 5th of August
he was married to Miss Phyllis Beck
who returned to Canada with Capt.
Foulkes at Christmas. She now resides
in Victoria, B.C., with their eleven-
year-old son.

Special Knowledge

Capt. Foulkes for the next few years
concentrated on making training use
of his specialized knowledge; he was
on the stalf of the Small Arms School
at Sarcee in the summer of 1933 and
spent the spring and summer of 1934
on Machine Gun Training at Connaught
Ranges where he was chief instructor
both of the Central Camp for N.P.A.M.
and at the Canadian Small Arms School,
whence he proceeded to Valcartier.
The work of a GSO III at District Head-
quarters consists largely of supervising
the type of training in which Capt.
Foulkes was now an expert, and in
September 1934 he received this ap-
pointment in Kingston succeeding Capt.
Mann (now Brigadier Mann, who, years
later, succeeded General Foulkes as
Brigadier, General Staff, First Canadian
Army). Capt. Foulkes at this time was
marked for higher staff training, and
after qualifying as usual by the Militia
Staff Course and the Preparatory Course
for Camberley in the fall of 1935, he
returned to his staff duties for another
year. During 1936 he was transferred
to M.D. 2 in Toronto and it was from
there in December that he sailed for
England to attend the Staff College.
In Toronto he left as his successor
Capt. Kellar, now the Major-General
Kellar who led the Third Division in
the van of D Day and was wounded
last July.

The two years spent by Capt. Foulkes
at Staff College were uneventful in the
gsense that they followed the normal
course with the distinguished results
that characterised so many Canadian

officers in England in those years.
General Foulkes’ colleagues today in-
clude many who in the last decade
shared similar experiences in England
and brought themselves to the attention
of senior British officers as well as their
senior Canadian fellow officers.
Back to Old Post

Capt. Foulkes returned to Canada
in January 1939 to his old post in
Toronto. A motor accident following
the visit of Their Majesties to Niagara
Falls in June fortunately had no per-
manent results, and Capt. Foulkes
spent the normal busy summer of a
Permanent Force General Staft Officer.
In August he was on the directing staff
for the Militia Staff Course at Port Hope
when the imminent outbreak of war
brought that course to an abrupt close;
he was immediately transferred to
London, Ont, as GSO II. There he

" succeeded Major Brownfield, recently
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Brigadier C.R.A., First Canadian Army,
who, at that time, with the approach
of danger in the East calling for gunners
on our coast, had been transferred to
New Brunswick. Capt. Foulkes arrived
in London the day before mobilization
and was plunged into work with a
reorganized and, in part, new staff,
undertaking duties far beyond those
usual for the General Staff Branch. He
had already been slated to be Brigade
Major of the Third Canadian Infantry
Brigade under Brig. C. B. Price (later
major-general commanding Third Cana-
dian Infantry Division), and when Bri-
gade Headquarters was set up in
November, Capt. Foulkes joined them.
After a few weeks largely spent in
reviewing his new troops with General
McNaughton and his Brigadier in Que-
bec and the Maritime Provinces, Major
Foulkes sailed for England on the Sth
December, 1939. .

For a year he was one’of those hard
working General Staff Officers who-
with the commanders drove the First
Canadian Division through their basic:



and combined training at the same time
that they were alertly on duty during
the most critical stage of the defence
of Great Britain. Tours of duty in
General Reserve, on the South Coast,
in association with British troops (in-
cluding the newly organized Home
Guard in Sussex trained in part by
the Canadians) gave to the leaders
of the First Canadian Division a much
more energetic and more varied and
responsible task than is generally
realized. It was during that testing
period that relatively junior leaders
and staff officers discovered their own
aptitudes and were given commensurate
increased responsibilities which have
since brought them to the senior
appointments in the field. Among these
was Charles Foulkes.

Returns to England

‘When the Third Canadian Division
was being assembled in Canada in
late 1941, their first Commander, now
Lieut.-General Sansom, and his staff
came out to Canada to direct them,
and among these was Lieut.-Col.
Foulkes, their new GSO I. He returned
to England with the Division where
they took up their life as troops in
training. For six weeks during the next
winter Colonel Foulkes had experience
of command with the Regina Rifle
Regiment. After having been with the
‘Third Division for a year he left them to
take command of his own original
formation, the Third Canadian Infantry
Brigade, in August 1942. The Ist
Division, to which they belonged, was
rapidly reaching the peak of their
training, but Brig. Foulkes was not to
see his first fighting with them, for
three months before they left for Sicily,
he succeeded Brig. Simonds as Brig-
adier, General Staff, First Canadian
Army. There he was the right-hand
‘Operations and Training Assistant for
General McNaughton, leaving Army
‘Headquarters in ‘January 1944 to take
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over the 2nd Canadian Division from
Major-General E. L. M. Burns. Three
days earlier, the new General Foulkes
had been awarded the C.B.E.

And so it was with this 2nd Division
whom he had trained during their last
year in England, that General Foulkes
at last commanded in battle. In July,
hard on the track of his old comrades
of the 3rd Canadian Division, General
Foulkes' division, which soon became
part of the 2nd Canadian Corps under
General Simonds, was particularly
active in clearing the line of the Orne
River and was prominent in the battle
for the Falaise pocket. In this latter
they were particularly pleased with
victory, because they had suffered
more than others in the initial unsuc-
cesstul attempt to seize Falaise. In the
swing to the north across the rivers, the
2nd Canadian Division again bumped
into more stubborn resistance than most,
and achieved success at more bitter
cost. They also shared with others of
their corps the stubborn, dirty fighting
north of Antwerp and in the capture
of South Beveland. The stubborn,
loyal, skilful tactics of the 2nd Division
in their fighting in Normandy and then
in Holland is characteristic of the quiet,
determined, aggressive thoroughness
of their commander.

Strong Leadership

This strong and steady leadership
marked General Foulkes as a leader of
high capability; so when General Burns
retired from the First Canadian Corps
in Italy last November, General Foulkes
again succeeded him in this higher
command. There, with his old Ist
Canadian Division among others under
him, he is the senior Canadian chief
in the celebrated British Eighth Army,
which has in recent months found the
1st Canadian Corps to be one of its
most numerous and most constant com-
ponents. In these operations he won

the D.S.O.



° WHAT JERRY THINKS

(U.S. Intelligence Bulletin)

A German prisoner, a Panzer Grena-
dier who had spent 16 weeks at Cassino,
told his British interrogators that, in
his opinion, Allied soldiers had made
a number of outstanding mistakes in
combat. He discussed these in some
detail, and, while his views are not
necessarily endorsed, they are worth
examining as an indication of how some
enemy troops may expect us to fight in
the future. On the other hand, this
same prisoner's battalion commander,
addressing his company officers on the
subject of the battalion’'s performance
in battle, analyzed the unit's short-
comings in forthright language. The
comments of these two men are speci-
ally interesting when read in sequence.

Comments on Allied Methods

“'Allied infantry attack very cautiously
and bunch up too much when they
move against their objectives,” the
Panzer Grenadier said. “'They are very
negligent about seeking concealment,
and therefore can be seen most of the
time. When they move against their
objectives, their lines are not staggered
enough and are deep instead of wide.

WAllied soldiers on the

double, upon coming to a sud-

den halt, frequently remain
in a kneeling position, simply
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waiting to be shot at, instead of
throwing themselves to the
ground. Then, if nothing hap-
pens, they get up on the same
spot where they were kneeling
before, and continue their ad-
vance. I think this is extre-
mely dangerous, especially
when the terrain is dotted with
snipers, as it is in Italy. I my-
self have seen at least a dozen
Allied soldiers die because of
this stupidity.

"'In the German Army we think it is
only common sense for an attacking
soldier to select an objective for each
phase of his advance. Upon reaching
an objective, he immediately throws
himself to the ground and crawls 10 to:
15 yards to the left or right, carefully
avoiding observation. He waits there
a few seconds before continuing his:
advance.

“'Sometimes, however, the Allied In-
fantryman will drop after a shot has
been fired and will roll to the right.
We Germans know this. We have also
noticed that Allied infantry run toward
their objectives in a straight line,
forgetting to zig zag and thus making
an excellent target. .

"In Italy, especially, attacking forces
can use rocks to better advantage



Belgium
November 1944

Commanders must constantly talk to
troops under their command; the more that
troops can see their commanders, hear them
talk, and be put “'in the picture’ by them, the
higher will be their morale. A commander must
constantly study the state of morale, so that
he may seize the psychological moment to
initiate a series of talks to his troops.

LAY QM%Q““UH

the

(B. L. Montgomery)
Field Marshall,
C-in-C,

21 Army Group

fthan they do. While I was at Cori,
ithere was a large space between two
rock formations, which afforded a clear
field of fire. We covered it with a
Light Machine Gun. The first Allied
troops who tried to pass between the
rocks moved very slowly and in line,
and some of them were hit. Not until
then did the others dash through the
open space.

"Many Allied commanders lack ag-
gressiveness. They do not realize when
an objective can be taken; conse-
quently, attacking troops often turn
back just before they reach their
objective.

“'At Cassino I was in a valley with
97 other German soldiers in foxholes
and slit trenches. First, a group of
Sherman tanks attacked within range
of our Faustpatronen. Three of the
tanks were knocked out. The infantry,
who should have followed right behind
the tanks, were about 500 yards behind,
and therefore were too far away to
«seek the cover of the armoured vehicles.
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The tanks immediately retreated. When
the infantrymen saw that the tanks had
been turned around, they, too, turned
around and retreated. The whole valley
should have been cleaned up in a
matter of minutes.

Driven Back

"'This great distance between Allied
armoured units and infantry was ap-
parent almost every time. There was
one instance when Allied tanks smashed
across our foxholes, to be followed an
hour later by infantrymen, who were
driven back by a hail of machine gun
fire. WE GERMANS RELY ON YOU
TO MAKE THESE MISTAKES.

“"The net cover on the helmets. of
Allied soldiers permits us to see the
outline of the helmet distinctly, and
at a considerable distance, in the
daytime,” the German soldier con-
cluded. "On the other hand, the
camouflage that we (Germans) use on
our helmets disrupts the outline of the
helmet, and the canvas cover can be
painted to suit the terrain.”



ARTILLERY
SUPPORT

FOR

INFANTRY

(Extracts from Artillery Notes RAA
9 Australian Div).

Arty shoots fall into two main
technical sub-divisions:—

(a) Observed shoots

(b) Predicted shoots..

In the former, observation of the
target by an OPO, RAAF air observer
or “Flying OP" (i.e. an airborne arty
offr) 'is necessary to permit correction
of fire. In predicted shoots observation
is not necessary and fire is brought
down on the target by use of map
references of target, surveyed co-ords,
gridded air photos, information obtained
from previous registration or sound
ranging equipment. QObserved shoot-
ing is more accurate and always used
where possible.

The purpose of most shoots falls
within one of the following categories:

Registration—To obtain information
to enable a target to be subse-
quently engaged without delay.

Neutralization — To effect the effi-
ciency of enemy weapons by
making the firer “keep his head
down’’ and by instilling fear,
attacking his morale.

Destruction—To obtain direct hits
on targets and destroy them by
splinters and blast.

Smoke Screen—To conceal our posi-
tions or movements from enemy
observation.

There are sub-divisions of these

categories but they are not within the
scope of these notes.

Arty Fire Plan

Any pre-arranged shooting which
has as its object the support of any
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particular movement such as an attack
or a withdrawal, is known as an arty

fire plan. All possible steps are taken
to guarantee that fire will be brought
down in the correct quantity, at the
correct place, at the correct time.

A fire plan should be as
simple as possible and it is the
function of the appropriate
arty comd to advise his inf
comd on the fire plan and see
that the inf comd’s require-
ments are met.

The following are examples of shoots
normally undertaken as fire plans:—

(A) A CREEPING BARRAGE:
Designed to move immediately in front
of an attacking force at the same speed
as the attackers will advance. Its main
function is to neutralise enemy small
arms weapons. The barrage will
usually advance 200-300 yards beyond
the objective and remain there for sufti-
cient time for the inf to consolidate on
the objective. A barrage will, of
course, not neutralise weapons on the
flanks of the advance and this should
always be remembered when arranging
such a fire plan.

(B)CONCENTRATION:Fire brought
down on a comparatively small area
which is known or suspected to contain
enemy weapons or personnel. Often
used to neutralise weapons (including
known hostile btys) which are outside
the area covered by a barrage. If
these flank weapons are suspected but



their positions are not accurately known,
FOQOs may move with the forward inf
and engage any weapons seen with
observed fire. If the positions of all
enemy localities likely to interfere with
an attack are known, concentrations on
these areas should be fired rather than
a barrage.

(C) SMOKE SCREENS are usually
engaged as Fire Plans, but can also be
fired at very short notice by use of
"“Quick Smoke Screen’’ procedure. An
alternative HE plan should always be
arranged to provide for the possibility
of last minute meteorological changes
which make the screen impossible or
only partly successful.

(D) DEFENSIVE FIRE: As soon
as possible in the planning of a defen-
sive position (even though the position
is to be occupied only for a matter of
hours) an arty defensive fire plan, fully
integrated with that for infantry weapons
must be drawn up. The following are
the main considerations affecting field
arty defensive fire:

(iv) Certain DF tasks should be selected
as SOS tasks. In any sector
covered by a fd regt, NOT more
than six SOS tasks should be
selected. Preferably NOT more
than three tasks should be selected
and often there will only be one
for the whole regt. Should the
SOS task allotted to any troop be
not required, that troop may be
used for other DF tasks; the time
required to switch being about
two minutes. These are normally
tasks close to our own positions
and designed to cause casualties
to assaulting troops and their
reserves. Fire on SOS tasks is
called for by locality comds.

Ready To Engage
When not otherwise employed,
all guns remain loaded and laid
on SOS tasks ready to engage them
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immediately on receipt of the
order to do so. Al guns will be
manned by one sentry who, on
receipt of the order, fires the gun.
The detachment man the gun, and
. the programme as ordered, is
fired. The call for fire may come
by any means. In open country,
particularly at night, verey signals
are often used. This is not a
satisfactory method in the jungle
and telephone communication is
the more likely means.

Defensive fire (other than SOS
tasks) is fired on the order of the
Div Comd or on his authority by
the Bde or Bn Comd of the
threatened locality. Ammunition
expenditure, rates of fire and
duration of fire is decided by
formation comds.

(v) Counter Battery fire is an integral
part of arty defensive fire.

(E) HARASSING FIRE: s
designed to harass and delay the
enemy's preparations. It will rarely
inflict considerable casualties unless
fired at well-used roads, landing
beaches or areas crowded with per-
sonnel. At night it interferes with sleep
and keeps the enemy constantly on the
alert. It should be fired in irregular
bursts at a number of targets in the area
so that it is completely unpredictable.
Harassing fire must be co-ordinated
in order that our patrols will not be
endangered. It will only be authorized
by Div H.Q.

Japanese reports indicate that they
dislike it intensely and there are
numerous instructions -issued by them
to attempt to minimize its effectiveness.

LIAISON
The gunner officer will ask the
following questions when his assistance
is required.
1. Where do you want the fire?
Infantry must describe the target, its
position and size. I possible, point



it out on the ground. If not possible
to do this, give map references or
references from another easily identified
object or feature. e.g. Reference the
burning Tank on the beach NORTH
200 yards there is a clump of bamboo
about 100 yards square—it contains
approx 20 Riflemen, not dug in—they
are holding us up.

2. What do you want? Do you
want it neutralized, destroyed, harassed,

blinded by smoke?

3. When do you want it? Give
the time at which you want effective
fire brought down, the duration of the
engagement. If using Timings, be sure
that you synchronize your watch with
the arty officer.

4. How do you want it? Surprise
or not? If surprise essential, prelimin-
ary ranging may not be desirable. If
no ranging permitted the fire would not
be as accurate as it would be if registra-
tion had been carried out. In many
cases, registration is essential. Do you
want an intense bombardment or a
gentle ‘'stir up’’?

5. Where are own troops? Gun-
ner MUST always know this. Answer
can be by reference to a map or by
describing a feature which marks for-
ward troops. e.g. ""None of our troops

WEST of the main road”’.

Observed Fire
(i) Defensive fire tasks will normally

(i)

(iif)

be registered by observed fire.
This, however, is not always pos-
sible as the position may be occu-
pied at last light or during the
night. Where the maps are reli-
able or survey data is available,
areas may be selected from the
map and predicted fire arranged.
Normally no DF task should be
engaged by less than a troop. The
tasks selected are numbered or
lettered from the right. For each
DF task in the sector supported by
a fd regt, data will be worked out
to enable the fire of all or any
troop to be brought down on call.
Where an attack is made on our
positions during the hours of day-
light, it will be usual for the enemy
to be engaged by observed fire and
not by calling for any particular
DF task.

Arty defensive fire tasks
should be arranged to cover
ground dead to infantry
weapons. This arrangement
will economise arty resour-
ces.

In the initial stages of an attack,
arty defensive fire should be
directed against known head-
qguarters, centres of communica-
tion, likely forming-up places etc.,
with a view to maximum dis-
organisation of the attack.

the United Kingdom.

TAKE YOUR BEDROLL!

(From CMHQ Monthly Training Liaison Letter)

In view of the numbers of reinforcement officers arriving (in England)
from Canada who have NOT a bedroll, and since officers’ camp kit is
issued here only after they have been warned for an overseas draft, it is
suggested that officers should be advised to provide themselves with a
sleeping bag prior to leaving Canada. They are very difficult to obtain in




(War Office Weekly Intelligence Review)

ABUSE OF BRITISH UNIFORMS:
An Allied escapee reported that in Italy
SS men dressed in ragged British uni-
forms have been posing as British esca-
pees in order to ferret out, through the
Italians, real escapees. The following
case was said to have occurred: Two SS
men in dirty battle dress blouses
approached an Italian farmer and asked
him to put them into contact with other
escapees. The farmer, believing their
bonafides, took them to the hideout
of two escapees whom they promptly
arrested.

NIGHT FIGHTING—SOME U.S.
LESSONS FROM ITALY: (3a) The
German soldier does not like to fight at
night and does not fight at night as well
as during the day. In several instances
German security at night has been
found to be lacking. Some instances
have also indicated that the German
soldier when surprised at night has

- become confused and has been an

easy victim of the well-trained night
fighter.

GERMAN TACTICS
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(b) At night, don't use bird-calls
as signals. There are no birds in the
battle area—they all leave. However,
cats and dogs stick around, so dog-
barks and cat-howls, if well done, are
alright. The Germans use cat-howls
a lot. If a German uses a cat-howl, lie
down and answer him the same way.
He will then come towards you and you
can get him with your bayonet.

A RUSE EXPOSED: A British bat-
talion reported that on more than one
occasion the Germans were seen to be
firing their automatics up in the air and
generally behaving in a way that
seemed to indicate that they wanted to
give themselves up. But later on it was
confirmed that the Germans fire in the
air in this way to indicate that they have
penetrated our defences.

SPIES: The German Intelligence in
Italy is said to make frequent use of
what is officially described as '‘Front-
laufer’’ (literally: front runners). These
are Italians, often boys of 12-14, who
are sent through the Allied lines to get
information on troop movements, gun’



positions and unit identifications. The
majority of the boys are said to be of
exceptional intelligence and many of
them are sons or relatives of Fascist
party officials. They are briefed at the
“I'" branches of Corps or Divisions
before leaving. A headquarters driver
PW had heard that their information
had often been very valuable. He
himself had driven several of them to
divisional HQ. They were well clad
when they entered the HQ but set out
on their mission in rags.

THEY CAN/T TAKEIT: ANCOPW
stated that phosphorus shells have been
extremely effective against AFVs, having
in several instances started fires. The
moral effect of their use is considerable.
Another PW reported an engagement in
Normandy on 14 July when 14-16 tanks
were lost, 15 to what PW called a
phosphorus shell which penetrated the
side of the tank and started an instan-
taneous flame which allowed no one
to escape from the tank: this had had
a very depressing effect on the by-
standers.

HOW TO SITE A CORPS HQ—
GERMAN FASHION: According to a
PW 76 Pz Corps HQ selection of sites
seemed to have beén conditioned by
Allied air superiority: only buildings
200-500 yds from main roads were
selected. Only single houses were
used no- matter how far away from
adjacent houses. This was done after
it had been found that Allied air-
craft seldom attacked single houses
or houses not adjacent to . roads.
Since the HQ was not small, it was a
problem to find suitable quarters for
all departments together. This some-
times necessitated placing one depart-
ment in the main building and the other
departments in other buildings some-
times as much as 2,000 yds off. This
was an awkward arrangement as far as
communications were concerned but
it was found safest.
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JOYS OF WAR: According to a PW
taken in Italy, the following salient
differences between training and prac-
tice has struck him: In theory, the soldier
should get down to the prone position
in the regulation fashion. Actually, no
one does. One gets down the best and
quickest way one can.

Slit trenches in theory should be dug
in the prone position. This, however,
takes a long time and speed is essential.
PW found it much better to dig quickly
in a bent position, thus offering a
larger target but for a much shorter
period.

PW was taught to dig slit trenches
suitable only for flat terrain. In the
Italian mountains the Germans dug
only shallow holes, long enough and
wide enough for two men to lie in,
covered them with foliage, stones and
loose soil and left a hole just big enough
to crawl in head first. Tent shelter
halves were used as covers. These
holes still became water-logged but
were better than requlation slit-trenches.
The Germans are taught to eat hot food
and, especially, drink hot beverages to
prevent colds, and to keep clothing
dry. In the line, PW had neither hot
food nor drinks and no opportunity to
drv his clothes.

HE NEVER MISSED!

(Extracted from Life).

Five men of a six-man patrol
from the 101 U.S. Airborne
Division operating in Holland
chose Tommy-guns for their
work because they wanted
more firepower. The sixth
man, to the surprise of his
mates, rejected the Tommy-"-
gun in favor of an M-l rifle.
Then they remembered. This
man with the M-1 would be
nice to have along. He never
shot unless he had an enemy
head dead in his sights. And
he never missed!




RCOC OVERSEAS

(By Li.-Col. R. S. Reckert, ED (RCOC),
Directorate of Military Training)

Originally a small staff of RCOC pro-
ceeded to the U.K. during the later
months of 1939 and located at CMHQ
and a garrison town in the South of
England. Supervision, requirements,
accounting and liaison were the princi-
pal duties, as supply was in those days
based almost entirely on British Depots.

The first complete Ordnance Unit to
be despatched overseas was then known
as an Ordnance Field Park (OFP). It
left Western Canada on 24 Jan 40, arriv-
ing at a garrison town in the South of
England on 8 Feb 40. This unit was
quartered with an AFW which arrived
on the same flight. These two units con-
stituted the backbone of the Ordnance
Services in those early days, and it was
from these units, augmented by subse-
quent reinforcements that RCOC and
RCEME installations developed to their
present important role overseas.

Assisted In Defence

In April 1940, this O.F.P. was moved
to a Central Ordnance Depot (COD) in
the Midlands for training, and played a
large part in equipping of units and in-
stallations for the expeditions to France
and Norway. During June of 1940, this
unit was called on to assist in the defence
of an important Midlands city by erect-
ing and manning the barricades and
detence posts.

About this time an initial supply of
Canadian-built vehicles arrived in U.K.
for the Canadian Forces. An RCASC
unit undertook the handling of the
MGO vehicles in addition to their own
QMG supply. This supply grew to
such proportions that it became neces-
sary for RCOC to undertake the handling
of MGO vehicles.

A detachment from the OFP
was ordered to the South of

22

England to take over this duty

and on or about 7 Jul 40, the

Canadian MT Depot came into

being. This installation was

perhaps the best known
throughout the Canadian

Army, as all units, at one time

or another, visited here for the

purposes of taking over the

Unit “'A’/ or “'B’/ Vehicles.

Spare Parts in the meantime were
handled by British Depots, but subse-
quently it became necessary to install a
Spare Parts depot in conjunction with
the Cdn M.T. Depot.

A third installation was added in the
nature of a small inspection and repair
staff. This ultimately grew to become
the Heavy Repair Workshop, and took
care of all fourth line repair until the
arrival of a Base Ordnance Workshop
(BOW).

In the meantime the original account-
ing and liaison staff expanded. Divi-
sional Dumps came into being. A cloth-
ing depot was opened, and ultimately a
General Stores and a Returned Stores
Depot commenced, operations.

Further Field Units arrived from
Canada, in the form of OFPs, Mobile
Laundry and Bath Units and Salvage
Coys.

Reinforcements were originally held -
in a Coy of a General Holding Unit,
subsequently moving to another area
and commenced operations as a Ca-
nadian Ordnance Reinforcement Unit.

Put to the Test

As the war progressed, and Ordnance
facilities were put to the test by medium
of RAOC operations, continual changes
in installations and functions were
necessary. The structure of OFPs went
through three complete changes; Decon-
tamination was deleted from the Mobile

Laundries; the Canadian Base Ordnance



SHELL-HOLE GALLERIES

(U.S. Infantry Journal)

On Guam the Japs built storage dumps by digging galleries in the
walls of craters made by our air and naval bombardments. From the air
nothing but an apparently undisturbed crater could be seen—and who
bothers to bomb a shell-hole?

Depot (CBOD) turned back certain
supply functions to British Depots and
concentrated on vehicle supply and cer-
tain types of Spare Parls; the separate
supply of QMG and MGO vehicles was
abandoned in favour of a single supply
of MGO vehicles; and finally a complete
re-organization came about, due to the
formation of RCEME.

Liaison with RAOC units in Oper-
ational Theatres was intensified in the
latter part of 1942 with particular atten-
tion given to operations in the Mediter-
ranean area.

Preparation for Landings

Subsequently, RCOC Units and in-
stallations played an important part in
the preparation for the landings in the
Mediterranean and Normandy theatres.

When Canadian formations ultimately
embarked for these operational theatres,
they proceeded with the assurance that
the supply and service in the matter of
Arms, Clothing and Equipment was
second to none; and when the history of
these campaigns is writte<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>