TRENDS IN EMPLOYMENT
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+ In 2023, most mothers of young children were
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children aged 5 91%
and under were
employed, up
from 62% in
1997.

From 1997 to 2023, employment rates increased among partnered and unpartnered mothers'
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Higher levels of education are generally
tied to higher rates of employment
and earnings.

There was little change in the wage gap
between unpartnered and partnered mothers
from 1997 to 2023.

In 2023, partnered mothers were
most likely to hold a bachelor’s
degree or above.
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O Wage gaps shrink after accounting for
differences in the demographic and
employment characteristics of partnered
and unpartnered mothers.

1. "Partnered mothers" refers to mothers who are currently married or living common-law. "Unpartnered mothers" (i.e., not currently married or living common-law) are divided into two groups:
"never married" (regardless of any previous common-law relationship) and "previously married" (i.e., separated, divorced or widowed).

2. For brevity, 1997 is used to describe the estimates produced from combining data from 1997 to 2001, while 2023 describes the estimates produced from combining data from 2018 to 2023.
Data from 2020 are excluded in the 2018-t0-2023 period.

3. Results are presented for mothers (biological, adoptive, or step) aged 18 to 49 with young children aged 5 and under.
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