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Although it is well established that higher levels of educational attainment are generally associated with 
higher lifetime earnings (Frenette, 2019), and that this varies considerably by field of study (Ostrovsky 
and Frenette, 2014), less is known about the actual jobs held by graduates of specific disciplines. 
Understanding the relationship between field of study and occupation is important, as the type of work 
one does can play a considerable role in overall job satisfaction. 

To inform this issue, recent articles have examined the detailed occupations held by young graduates of 
specific disciplines among graduates with a bachelor’s degree (Frenette and Handler, 2023), a college 
or CEGEP certificate or diploma (Frenette and Handler, 2024a), and a master’s degree (Frenette and 
Handler, 2024b). 

The purpose of this short article is to present results from the 2021 Census of Population for doctoral 
degree graduates.1,2 Only individuals who worked during the census reference week (May 2 to 8, 2021) 
and who completed a Canadian doctoral degree program are included. Note that the intention is to show 
the five most prevalent jobs based on the five-digit 2021 National Occupational Classification (NOC 2021) 
code for each six-digit 2021 Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP 2021) code, but some results 
had to be suppressed.3 In these instances, the data were aggregated at higher levels of the NOC 2021 
in a sequential manner (four digits, three digits, etc.).4 While there are plenty of noteworthy results in the 
tables, the remainder of this article will simply highlight a few key observations. Readers are invited to 
examine the results based on their specific interests. 

Doctoral programs are often designed to train graduates for academic jobs, and this was reflected in the 
data. Among the 56 disciplines for men, 36 of the most prevalent jobs and 15 of the second most 
prevalent jobs were university professors and lecturers. Among the 56 disciplines for women, the results 
were almost identical: 35 of the most prevalent jobs and 15 of the second most prevalent jobs were 
university professors and lecturers.

 
1. Frenette and Handler (2023, 2024a, 2024b) focused on young graduates (i.e., those aged 25 to 34). To ensure adequate 

sample sizes of doctoral graduates, this article does not apply an age restriction. 
2. Bonikowska, Frank and Frenette (2022) examined the job tasks and occupations (in much less detail than here) of doctoral 

graduates from the 2016 Census of Population, with a special focus on graduates not employed in the academic sector. 
3. Only CIP 2021 codes with a weighted count of at least 200 and NOC 2021 codes with a sample size of at least 10 were 

retained. 
4. All NOC 2021 codes shown within a CIP 2021 code are mutually exclusive. In other words, a less detailed NOC 2021 code 

(e.g., three digits) will exclude more detailed NOC 2021 codes (e.g., four and five digits) that are not suppressed and 
associated with the same CIP 2021 code. 

https://doi.org/10.25318/36280001202400900002-eng
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Among the disciplines most highly linked to university professors and lecturers, female doctoral graduates 
were generally less likely than their male counterparts to be employed as university professors and 
lecturers. For example, the five disciplines most highly linked to university professors and lecturers among 
women were business administration and management, general (68.7%); registered nursing/registered 
nurse (61.0%); social work, general (56.6%); mathematics, general (56.2%); and exercise science and 
kinesiology (52.7%). In contrast, the five disciplines most highly linked to university professors and 
lecturers among men were business/commerce, general (74.2%); finance, general (69.2%); exercise 
science and kinesiology (69.0%); business administration and management, general (68.7%); and 
communication, general (66.4%). 

Many doctoral graduates also found other jobs in the post-secondary education sector, such as post-
secondary teaching and research assistants or college and other vocational instructors. 

Graduates from many programs could be found in a variety of jobs. For example, the most prevalent job 
among male doctoral graduates of medical science/scientist programs was general practitioners and 
family physicians (36.1%),5 followed by specialists in clinical and laboratory medicine (21.6%), specialists 
in surgery (10.3%), university professors and lecturers (6.4%), and biologists and related scientists 
(3.2%). Among female doctoral graduates of computer science programs, the most prevalent job was 
university professors and lecturers (29.5%), followed by software developers and programmers (18.1%); 
data scientists (10.9%); computer, software and Web designers and developers (10.0%); and computer 
and information systems professionals (9.0%). 

These findings inform the decisions of students interested in pursuing a doctoral degree regarding the 
types of jobs they might expect to hold. While graduates in many doctoral programs land academic jobs, 
many graduates find jobs outside academia. 

Authors 

Marc Frenette and Tomasz Handler are with the Social Analysis and Modelling Division, Analytical 
Studies and Modelling Branch, at Statistics Canada. 

 
5. Presumably, these graduates also completed a Doctor of Medicine degree, but this article focuses specifically on doctoral 

degrees. 
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Appendix 

 

First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Education (primary grouping)

13.0101 Educa tion, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(40.0%)

41220 Secondary school  

teachers  (7.3%)

40020 Adminis tra tors  – 

pos t-seconda ry educa tion 

and vocationa l  tra ining 

(5.4%)

40021 School  principa l s  

and a dminis trators  of 

elementary and 

secondary education 

41405 Education pol icy 

researchers , consultants  

and program offi cers  

(4.6%)

Visual and performing arts, and 

communications technologies 

(primary grouping)

50.0901 Mus ic, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(29.0%)

51122 Mus icians  and 

s ingers  (28.9%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, l aw and 

socia l , community and 

government servi ces  

(17.1%)

x x

Humanities (primary grouping)

16.0102 Linguis tics 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(50.3%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, l aw and 

socia l , community and 

government s ervices  

(19.0%)

x x x

23.0101 Engl i sh language 

and l i terature, general

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(45.0%)

41210 Col lege a nd other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(18.9%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, l aw and 

socia l , community and 

government servi ces  

(15.1%)

x x

23.1401 Engl i sh l i terature, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(49.6%)

41210 Col lege a nd other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(11.4%)

5111 Wri ting, trans la ting 

and rela ted 

communications  

profess iona ls  (9.6%)

400 Managers  in publ i c 

adminis tration, in 

education and socia l  and 

communi ty services  and 

in publ i c protection 

services  (6.9%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(9.4%)

38.0101 Phi losophy 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(36.1%)

41210 Col lege a nd other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(17.6%)

5111 Wri ting, trans la ting 

and rela ted 

communications  

profess iona ls  (7.3%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (5.7%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(8.0%)

38.0201 Rel igion/rel igious  

s tudies , genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(40.6%)

41 Profess ional  

occupations  in la w, 

education, socia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervices  

(27.0%)

x x x

39.0601 

Theology/theologica l  

s tudies

41302 Rel igious  leaders  

(41.6%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(11.9%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupa tions  in education 

services  (11.8%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, law and 

social , communi ty and 

government servi ces  

(15.9%)

x

54.0101 His tory, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(40.3%)

41210 Col lege a nd other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(6.4%)

41409 Other profess ional  

occupa tions  in socia l  

science (5.2%)

5111 Wri ting, trans la ting 

and related 

communications  

profess ional s  (5.5%)

4140 Pol i cy and program 

researchers , consultants  

and offi cers  (4.6%)

55.1401 French l i terature, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(42.0%)

41210 Col lege a nd other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(29.5%)

x x x

Social and behavioural sciences 

and law (primary grouping)

09.0100 Communication, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

x x x x

22.0201 Adva nced lega l  

research/studies , genera l

41101 Lawyers  and 

Quebec nota ries  (67.5%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(8.8%)

1002 Mana gers  in 

fina ncial  and bus iness  

services  (2.3%)

1120 Human resources  

and bus iness  service 

profess ional s  (2.2%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (1.9%)

42.0101 Psychology, genera l 31200 Psychologis ts  

(45.5%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(30.7%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(2.4%)

4140 Pol icy and program 

resea rchers , consul tants  

and offi cers  (2.8%)

1120 Human resources  

and bus iness  service 

profess ional s  (2.0%)

42.2801 Cl inica l  psychology 31200 Psychologis ts  

(79.7%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(10.9%)

x x x

45.0201 Anthropology, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(36.5%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd program 

researchers , consul tants  

a nd officers  (19.5%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupa tions  in l aw, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government servi ces  

(16.4%)

x x

45.0601 Economics , genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(42.3%)

41401 Economists  and 

economic pol icy 

researchers  and ana lys ts  

(27.0%)

4140 Pol icy and program 

researchers , consul tants  

and offi cers  (4.1%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (5.7%)

1 Bus iness , finance and 

adminis tra tion 

occupations  (6.6%)

Source: Statis ti cs  Canada, 2021 Census  of Population.

Table A.1-1

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, men 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)

x s uppressed to meet the confidentia l i ty requirements  of the  Statistics Act

Notes: Occupations  a re fi rs t sorted wi thin each field of s tudy by fi ve-digi t Nationa l  Occupationa l  Class i fica tion (NOC) code. I f fewer than 10 occupations  ca n be 

reported based on thi s  approa ch (i .e., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s i ze of 10), then the remaining occupa tions  a re sorted by four-digi t NOC code, etc.
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Social and behavioural sciences 

and law (primary grouping) 

(continued)

45.0701 Geography 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(45.4%)

4140 Pol i cy and program 

researchers , consul tants  

and offi cers  (12.1%)

2110 Phys i ca l  science 

profess iona ls  (7.5%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

s ervices  (8.4%)

21 Profess iona l  

occupa tions  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

45.1001 Pol i ti ca l  science 

and government, genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(49.4%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(6.7%)

41403 Socia l  pol i cy 

res earchers , consul tants  

a nd program offi cers  

4140 Pol icy and progra m 

researchers , consulta nts  

and offi cers  (11.0%)

0001 Legis la tive a nd 

senior managers  (6.9%)

45.1101 Sociology, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(58.6%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(8.2%)

41 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in l aw, 

education, socia l , 

communi ty and 

x x

Business, management and 

public administration (primary 

grouping)

52.0101 

Bus ines s/commerce, 

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

x x x x

52.0201 Bus ines s  

adminis tra tion a nd 

mana gement, genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(68.7%)

4 Occupa tions  in 

education, l aw and 

socia l , communi ty a nd 

government services  

1 Bus iness , fina nce a nd 

a dmini s tration 

occupations  (8.3%)

x x

52.0801 Finance, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

x x x x

Physical and life sciences and 

technologies (primary grouping)

26.0101 Biology/biological  

sciences , genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(33.3%)

21110 Biologi s ts  and 

rela ted scientis ts  (22.7%)

41201 Pos t-seconda ry 

teaching and res earch 

a ss i s tants  (6.6%)

41400 Natura l  and 

appl ied science pol i cy 

researchers , consulta nts  

and program offi cers  

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(3.8%)

26.0202 Biochemis try 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(28.3%)

21101 Chemists  (14.6%) 41201 Pos t-seconda ry 

teaching and res earch 

a ss i s tants  (10.2%)

21110 Biologi s ts  a nd 

rela ted scienti s ts  (7.1%)

20011 Architecture a nd 

science managers  (3.2%)

26.0204 Molecular biology 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(28.4%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and resea rch 

ass i s tants  (13.1%)

21110 Biologis ts  and 

rela ted s cienti s ts  (10.7%)

4140 Pol icy and progra m 

researchers , consulta nts  

and offi cers  (9.3%)

3 Heal th occupations  

(12.7%)

26.0502 Microbiology, 

general

21110 Biologi s ts  a nd 

rela ted scienti s ts  (25.3%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(22.1%)

41 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in l aw, 

education, socia l , 

communi ty and 

2 Na tura l  and appl ied 

s ciences  and rela ted 

occupations  (14.7%)

x

26.0507 Immunology 21110 Biologi s ts  a nd 

rela ted scienti s ts  (23.8%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(15.4%)

3110 Phys i cia ns  and 

veterinarians  (14.4%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, s ocial , 

communi ty a nd 

3 Heal th occupations  

(12.5%)

26.0508 Microbiology and 

immunology

21110 Biologi s ts  a nd 

rela ted scienti s ts  (23.7%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(20.8%)

41 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in l aw, 

education, socia l , 

communi ty and 

x x

26.0901 Phys iology, genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(34.8%)

3110 Phys icians  and 

veterina ria ns  (15.5%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in educa tion 

servi ces  (12.1%)

2 Na tura l  and appl ied 

s ciences  and rela ted 

occupations  (10.5%)

x

26.1001 Pharmacology 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(21.8%)

21110 Biologi s ts  and 

rela ted scientis ts  (13.3%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd program 

res earchers , consul tants  

a nd officers  (9.0%)

311 Hea l th treating a nd 

consul ta tion servi ces  

profes s iona ls  (15.8%)

4 Occupa tions  in 

education, law and 

socia l , community a nd 

government servi ces  26.1301 Ecology 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(37.8%)

21110 Biologi s ts  and 

rela ted scientis ts  (23.0%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd program 

res earchers , consul tants  

a nd officers  (17.7%)

x x

26.1309 Epidemiology 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(22.4%)

21210 Mathematicia ns , 

s ta tis ti cians  and 

actuaries  (17.7%)

3110 Phys i cia ns  and 

veterinarians  (16.2%)

x x

26.1501 Neuroscience 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(30.8%)

21110 Biologi s ts  and 

rela ted scientis ts  (8.7%)

41201 Pos t-seconda ry 

teaching and res earch 

a ss i s tants  (6.4%)

31102 Genera l  

pra cti tioners  and fami ly 

phys icians  (4.8%)

31100 Specia l i s ts  in 

cl ini ca l  a nd laboratory 

medicine (4.5%)

x suppressed to meet the confidentia l i ty requi rements  of the  Statistics Act

Notes: Occupations  are fi rs t sorted within each fie ld of s tudy by fi ve-digi t Nationa l  Occupationa l  Class i fi ca tion (NOC) code. If fewer than 10 occupations  can be 

reported based on thi s  approach (i .e., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s i ze of 10), then the remaining occupations  are s orted by four-digit NOC code, etc.

Source: Sta ti s ti cs  Canada , 2021 Census  of Population.

Table A.1-2

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, men 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Physical and life sciences and 

technologies (primary grouping) 

(continued)

30.0101 Biologica l  and 

phys ica l  sciences

21110 Biologis ts  and 

related scienti s ts  (23.0%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(20.3%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(15.9%)

21 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

(11.3%)

x

40.0501 Chemistry, genera l 21101 Chemists  (25.5%) 41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(20.8%)

20011 Archi tecture and 

science managers  (5.8%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

as s i s tants  (4.7%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(4.3%)

40.0504 Organic chemistry 21101 Chemists  (33.4%) 412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (21.6%)

2 Natura l  and appl ied 

sciences  and related 

occupations  (18.3%)

x x

40.0601 Geology/Earth 

s cience, general

21102 Geoscienti s ts  and 

oceanographers  (40.1%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(27.0%)

41400 Natura l  and 

appl ied science pol icy 

researchers , consul tants  

and program officers  

(5.9%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

as s i s tants  (4.9%)

21 Profess iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

(6.2%)

40.0801 Phys ics , genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(22.4%)

21100 Phys icis ts  and 

astronomers  (16.0%)

21211 Data  scienti s ts  

(6.5%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

as s i s tants  (5.8%)

21232 Software 

developers  and 

programmers  (3.3%)
Mathematics, computer and 

information sciences (primary 

grouping)

11.0701 Computer science 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(31.6%)

21231 Software engineers  

and des igners  (12.1%)

21232 Software 

developers  and 

programmers  (9.8%)

21211 Data  scientis ts  

(7.2%)

20012 Computer and 

information systems 

managers  (5.5%)

27.0101 Mathematics , 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(42.5%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  instructors  

(10.3%)

21211 Data  scienti s ts  

(8.0%)

21210 Mathematicians , 

s tati s ti cians  and 

actuaries  (5.4%)

2123 Computer, software 

and Web des igners  and 

developers  (7.2%)

27.0501 Stati s ti cs , genera l 41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(46.3%)

21210 Mathematicians , 

s tati s ti cians  and 

actuaries  (12.3%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(13.6%)

21 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

(13.3%)

x

Architecture, engineering and 

related trades (primary 

grouping)

14.0101 Engineering, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(21.2%)

21300 Civi l  engineers  

(10.9%)

21310 Electrica l  and 

electronics  engineers  

(6.4%)

20010 Engineering 

managers  (5.5%)

00012 Senior managers  - 

financia l , 

communications  and 

14.0201 Aerospace, 

aeronautica l  and 

astronautica l /

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(23.3%)

21390 Aerospace 

engineers  (20.9%)

21 Profess iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

x x

14.0501 

Biomedica l/medica l  

engineering

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(26.8%)

21399 Other profess ional  

engineers  (14.9%)

2001 Managers  in 

engineering, archi tecture, 

science and information 

systems (11.1%)

212 Profess iona l  

occupations  in appl ied 

sciences  (except 

engineering) (12.4%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in law, 

education, s ocia l , 

community and 

government services  

(9.8%)

14.0701 Chemical  

engineering

21320 Chemica l  engineers  

(29.6%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(19.6%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

ass i s tants  (6.3%)

20010 Engineering 

managers  (5.8%)

2001 Managers  in 

engineering, archi tecture, 

science and information 

14.0801 Civi l  engineering, 

genera l

21300 Civi l  engineers  

(44.5%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(20.5%)

21331 Geologica l  

engineers  (4.8%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

as s i s tants  (3.9%)

212 Profess iona l  

occupations  in appl ied 

sciences  (except 

engineering) (4.5%)

14.0901 Computer 

engineering, genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(31.9%)

21311 Computer 

engineers  (except 

software engineers  and 

des igners ) (12.9%)

21231 Software engineers  

and des igners  (12.3%)

212 Profess iona l  

occupations  in appl ied 

sciences  (except 

engineering) (19.2%)

2 Natura l  and appl ied 

sciences  and related 

occupations  (13.8%)

14.1001 Electri cal  and 

electronics  engineering

21310 Electrica l  and 

electronics  engineers  

(33.8%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(20.5%)

21311 Computer 

engineers  (except 

software engineers  and 

des igners ) (5.0%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

as s i s tants  (4.9%)

21231 Software engineers  

and des igners  (4.7%)

14.1801 Material s  

engineering

21322 Meta l lurgica l  and 

materia l s  engineers  

(26.6%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(13.7%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (12.8%)

21 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

(24.2%)

x

14.1901 Mechanica l  

engineering

21301 Mechanica l  

engineers  (31.0%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(24.9%)

41201 Post-secondary 

teaching and research 

ass i s tants  (7.3%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocational  instructors  

(4.0%)

2001 Managers  in 

engineering, archi tecture, 

science and information 

14.4701 Electri cal  and 

computer engineering

41200 Univers i ty 

profes sors  and lecturers  

(22.8%)

21310 Electrica l  and 

electronics  engineers  

(15.0%)

21231 Software engineers  

and des igners  (11.5%)

21311 Computer 

engineers  (except 

software engineers  and 

des igners ) (8.1%)

21232 Software 

developers  and 

programmers  (6.0%)

Notes: Occupations  are fi rs t sorted within each field of s tudy by five-digi t Nationa l  Occupationa l  Class i fi cation (NOC) code. If fewer than 10 occupations  can be 

reported based on thi s  approach (i .e., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s i ze of 10), then the remaining occupations  are sorted by four-digit NOC code, etc.

Source: Stati s tics  Canada, 2021 Cens us  of Population.

Table A.1-3

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, men 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)

x suppressed to meet the confidentia l ity requi rements  of the  Statistics Act
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Health and related fields 

(primary grouping)

31.0505 Exercise science 

a nd kines iology

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(69.0%)

4 Occupa tions  in 

education, la w and 

social , community a nd 

government services  

(13.7%)

x x x

51.0101 Chiropractic 31201 Chiropra ctors  

(87.6%)

x x x x

51.0502 Advanced general  

dentis try 

31110 Dentis ts  (91.0%) x x x x

51.1401 Medical  

science/scientis t 

31102 Genera l  

pra cti tioners  and fami ly 

phys icians  (36.1%)

31100 Special i s ts  in 

cl inica l  a nd la boratory 

medicine (21.6%)

31101 Specia l i s ts  in 

surgery (10.3%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(6.4%)

21110 Biologis ts  a nd 

rela ted scientis ts  (3.2%)

51.2001 Pharma cy 31120 Pha rmacis ts  (82.8%) x x x x

51.2205 Heal th/medica l  

phys ics

21100 Phys ici s ts  and 

astronomers  (36.7%)

4120 Univers i ty 

professors  a nd post-

seconda ry ass is ta nts  

(13.1%)

21 Profess ional  

occupations  in na tural  

a nd a ppl ied sciences  

(13.3%)

3 Heal th occupa tions  

(12.9%)

x

x suppressed to meet the confidentia l i ty requirements  of the  Statistics Act

Notes: Occupa tions  are fi rs t sorted within each field of s tudy by five-digi t Na tiona l  Occupa tional  Cla ss i fi ca tion (NOC) code. If fewer tha n 10 occupa tions  can be 

reported ba sed on this  a pproa ch (i .e., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s i ze of 10), then the remaining occupations  are sorted by four-digi t NOC code, etc.

Source: Sta ti s tics  Ca na da , 2021 Census  of Popula tion.

Table A.1-4

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, men 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Education (primary grouping)

13.0101 Educa tion, genera l 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(39.3%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(8.6%)

41405 Educa tion pol icy 

resea rchers , consul ta nts  

and progra m offi cers  

(8.2%)

40020 Adminis trators  – 

post-seconda ry education 

and voca tiona l  tra ini ng 

(6.8%)

41221 Elementa ry school  

and ki ndergarten 

teachers  (5.1%)

Visual and performing arts, and 

communications technologies 

(primary grouping)

50.0703 Art hi s tory, cri ti cism 

and conserva ti on

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(41.7%)

41 Profess i ona l  

occupations in la w, 

educa tion, socia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(20.1%)

5 Occupa tions  in a rt, 

cul ture, recreation and 

sport (20.0%)

x x

50.0901 Mus i c, genera l 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(32.0%)

51122 Mus icia ns a nd 

s ingers  (20.9%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (18.0%)

x x

Humanities (primary grouping)

16.0102 Lingui s ti cs 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(39.8%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

resea rchers , consulta nts  

a nd officers  (12.8%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (11.0%)

x x

23.0101 Engl i sh l angua ge 

and l i tera ture, genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(43.4%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(13.9%)

5111 Writing, tra ns l ating 

and related 

communica tions  

profess i ona ls  (12.5%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(9.4%)

x

23.1401 Engl i sh l i tera ture, 

genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(49.1%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(14.8%)

5111 Writing, tra ns l ating 

and related 

communica tions  

profess i ona ls  (6.7%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(9.3%)

1 Business , finance and 

admi nis tra tion 

occupations  (9.4%)

38.0101 Phi l osophy 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(44.2%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(11.0%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

educa tion, socia l , 

communi ty and 

government services  

(20.4%)

x x

54.0101 His tory, genera l 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(36.4%)

40020 Adminis tra tors  - 

post-seconda ry educa tion 

a nd voca tiona l  tra ining 

(7.1%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

resea rchers , consul ta nts  

and offi cers  (14.9%)

5111 Wri ti ng, tra ns la ti ng 

and rela ted 

communica tions  

profess i ona ls  (6.4%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (9.1%)

55.1401 French l i terature, 

genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(40.5%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(24.8%)

5111 Writing, tra ns l ating 

and related 

communica tions  

profess i ona ls  (17.2%)

4 Occupa tions  in 

education, l aw a nd 

socia l , communi ty a nd 

government services  

(12.6%)

x

Social and behavioural sciences 

and law (primary grouping)

09.0100 Communication, 

genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(43.4%)

41 Profess i ona l  

occupations in la w, 

educa tion, socia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(24.9%)

x x x

19.0501 Foods , nutri tion 

and wel lness  s tudies , 

genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(42.3%)

41 Profess i ona l  

occupations in la w, 

educa tion, socia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(20.3%)

x x x

22.0201 Advanced lega l  

resea rch/s tudi es , genera l

41101 La wyers  and 

Quebec notaries  (69.1%)

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(11.7%)

41403 Socia l  pol i cy 

resea rchers , consul ta nts  

and progra m offi cers  

(2.6%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

education, socia l , 

community and 

government services  

(3.3%)

1 Business , finance and 

admi nis tra tion 

occupations  (5.5%)

42.0101 Ps ychology, genera l 31200 Psychologi s ts  

(64.5%)

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(14.7%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  ins tructors  

(2.7%)

41301 Therapis ts  in 

counsel l i ng a nd related 

specia l ized therapies  

(2.2%)

41201 Post-seconda ry 

teachi ng a nd research 

ass i sta nts  (1.9%)

42.2801 Cl inical  psychology 31200 Psychologi s ts  

(84.6%)

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(9.0%)

x x x

42.2806 Educa tiona l  

psychology

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(34.4%)

4002 Managers  i n 

educa tion (16.9%)

4 Occupa tions  in 

educa tion, l aw a nd 

soci a l , community a nd 

government services  

(19.7%)

3 Hea lth occupations 

(17.1%)

x

42.9999 Ps ychology, other 31200 Psychologi s ts  

(91.9%)

x x x x

45.0201 Anthropology, 

genera l

41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(37.7%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

resea rchers , consulta nts  

a nd officers  (14.6%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (12.4%)

5 Occupa tions  in a rt, 

cul ture, recreation and 

sport (12.4%)

1 Business , finance and 

admi nis tra tion 

occupations  (11.4%)

45.0601 Economics , genera l 41200 Univers ity 

professors  a nd lecturers  

(44.9%)

41401 Economi sts  a nd 

economic pol i cy 

resea rchers  a nd analys ts  

(27.1%)

1 Business , finance and 

admi ni s tra ti on 

occupations  (10.4%)

x x

x suppressed to meet the confidentia l i ty requi rements  of the Statistics Act

Notes: Occupations a re fi rs t sorted wi thin ea ch fi eld of s tudy by five-digi t Na tiona l  Occupa tiona l  Class i fi ca ti on (NOC) code. I f fewer than 10 occupations  can be 

reported ba sed on this  a pproa ch (i .e., they do not meet the mini mum cel l  s i ze of 10), then the remai ning occupations  a re sorted by four-digi t NOC code, etc.

Source: Stati s ti cs  Canada , 2021 Cens us of Population.

Table A.2-1

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, women 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping and 

subgrouping code and name)

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)



Spotlight on data and research Most prevalent jobs of doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study 

Statistics Canada 8 Economic and Social Reports 
Catalogue no. 36-28-0001  Vol. 4, no.9, September 2024 

 

First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Social and behavioural sciences 

and law (primary grouping) 

(continued)

45.0701 Geography 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(43.7%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

res ea rchers , cons ul ta nts  

and offi cers  (15.2%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

s ervi ces  (12.9%)

x x

45.1001 Pol i ti ca l  s cience 

and government, genera l

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(50.6%)

41403 Soci a l  pol i cy 

res ea rchers , cons ul ta nts  

and program offi cers  

(7.8%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

res ea rchers , consul ta nts  

and offi cers  (10.3%)

412 Profes s ional  

occupations i n educa tion 

services  (7.2%)

x

45.1101 Sociol ogy, genera l 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(47.5%)

41210 Col l ege and other 

vocati onal  ins tructors  

(6.8%)

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (4.3%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd progra m 

res ea rchers , cons ulta nts  

and offi cers  (12.6%)

4130 Socia l  a nd 

communi ty s ervi ce 

profes s ional s  (4.5%)

Business, management and 

public administration (primary 

grouping)

44.0701 Socia l  work, 

genera l

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(56.6%)

41300 Soci a l  workers  

(13.5%)

4 Occupa tions  i n 

education, l a w a nd 

s oci a l , communi ty a nd 

government s ervices  

(24.2%)

x x

52.0201 Bus i nes s  

adminis tra tion a nd 

ma na gement, general

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(68.7%)

41 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

education, s ocia l , 

community a nd 

government s ervices  

(12.7%)

x x x

Physical and life sciences and 

technologies (primary grouping)

26.0101 Biology/biol ogi ca l  

s ciences , genera l

21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (23.5%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(22.6%)

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (10.0%)

41400 Na tural  and 

appl ied s cience pol icy 

res ea rchers , cons ulta nts  

and progra m offi cers  

(5.0%)

0001 Legis lati ve a nd 

s eni or managers  (4.7%)

26.0202 Biochemis try 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(16.8%)

21101 Chemis ts  (16.5%) 41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (10.1%)

21110 Biologis ts  and 

rela ted scienti sts  (7.7%)

4140 Pol i cy a nd program 

res ea rchers , cons ulta nts  

a nd officers  (7.3%)

26.0204 Mol ecul ar biology 21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (20.4%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(11.4%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

s ervi ces  (12.6%)

1 Busines s , fi nance a nd 

admi ni s tra ti on 

occupations (12.7%)

3 Hea lth occupa tions  

(11.5%)

26.0406 Cel l /cel lula r a nd 

molecula r bi ol ogy

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

tea chi ng a nd res earch 

as s i s ta nts  (21.9%)

21110 Biol ogi sts  and 

re l ated s cienti s ts  (21.0%)

41200 Univers ity 

profess ors  a nd lecturers  

(19.5%)

x x

26.0502 Microbi ol ogy, 

genera l

21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (28.1%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(15.1%)

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (10.8%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations i n la w, 

educa tion, s oci a l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(19.3%)

x

26.0507 Immunology 21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (27.7%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(16.2%)

412 Profess i ona l  

occupations  in education 

s ervi ces  (12.1%)

4 Occupa tions  i n 

educa tion, l aw a nd 

socia l , community a nd 

government s ervi ces  

(13.9%)

3 Hea lth occupa tions  

(12.1%)

26.0901 Phys iology, genera l 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(27.1%)

21110 Biol ogi sts  and 

re l ated s cienti s ts  (15.2%)

311 Hea lth trea ti ng a nd 

cons ultation services  

profess i ona ls  (12.8%)

41 Profess iona l  

occupations i n la w, 

educa tion, s oci a l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(18.0%)

x

26.1001 Pharma cology 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(22.0%)

21110 Biol ogi sts  and 

re l ated s cienti s ts  (21.8%)

311 Hea lth trea ti ng a nd 

cons ultation services  

profess i ona ls  (15.9%)

x x

26.1301 Ecology 21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (42.9%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(22.5%)

x x x

26.1309 Epidemiology 21210 Mathematicia ns , 

s ta tis ticia ns  a nd 

actuari es  (26.7%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(23.7%)

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (11.2%)

3110 Phys icia ns  a nd 

veteri na ri a ns  (9.9%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n l a w, 

educa tion, s ocia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervi ces  

(7.6%)

26.1501 Neuroscience 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  and lecturers  

(26.2%)

41201 Pos t-s econda ry 

teachi ng a nd res ea rch 

as s i s ta nts  (12.0%)

41404 Heal th pol icy 

res ea rchers , consul ta nts  

and program offi cers  

(6.3%)

21110 Biologis ts  and 

rela ted scienti sts  (6.0%)

31100 Specia l i sts  in 

cl i ni ca l  a nd l aboratory 

medi ci ne (5.0%)

30.0101 Biologica l  and 

phys i ca l  s ci ences

21110 Bi ol ogi s ts  a nd 

rel ated s ci enti s ts  (17.7%)

41200 Uni vers ity 

profes sors  a nd lecturers  

(15.4%)

41 Profes s iona l  

occupations  in la w, 

education, s oci a l , 

community a nd 

government s ervices  

(21.2%)

x x

Source: Stati sti cs  Canada, 2021 Cens us  of Popula tion.

Table A.2-2

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, women 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)

x s uppres s ed to meet the confidenti a l i ty requirements  of the Statistics Act
Notes: Occupations  a re fi rs t s orted withi n ea ch fi el d of s tudy by fi ve-digit National  Occupationa l  Cla ss i fica tion (NOC) code. I f fewer than 10 occupati ons  can be 

reported ba sed on this  a pproa ch (i .e ., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s ize of 10), then the rema ining occupati ons  are s orted by four-digit NOC code, etc.
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Physical and life sciences and 

technologies (primary grouping) 

(continued)

40.0501 Chemi s try, genera l 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(20.5%)

21101 Chemis ts  (17.8%) 20011 Archi tecture a nd 

s ci ence managers  (6.5%)

41210 Col l ege a nd other 

vocational  instructors  

(6.3%)

41201 Pos t-secondary 

tea chi ng a nd res ea rch 

a ss i stants  (6.2%)

40.0601 Geol ogy/Earth 

sci ence, genera l

21102 Geoscienti s ts  and 

ocea nographers  (25.8%)

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  a nd l ecturers  

(25.1%)

41201 Pos t-s econdary 

tea chi ng and res ea rch 

a s s i stants  (15.4%)

2 Natura l  a nd a ppl ied 

s ci ences  a nd rel ated 

occupations (12.6%)

x

40.0801 Phys ics , genera l 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(20.1%)

21100 Phys icis ts  and 

a s tronomers  (14.0%)

412 Profes s i onal  

occupations  i n educa ti on 

s ervi ces  (17.5%)

21 Profes s ional  

occupations i n na tura l  

a nd a ppl ied s ciences 

(14.6%)

x

Mathematics, computer and 

information sciences (primary 

grouping)

11.0701 Computer s cience 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(29.5%)

21232 Software 

developers  a nd 

programmers  (18.1%)

21211 Data  s cientis ts  

(10.9%)

2123 Computer, s oftware 

a nd Web des i gners  a nd 

developers  (10.0%)

2122 Computer a nd 

i nformation systems  

profes s ional s  (9.0%)

27.0101 Mathematics , 

genera l

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(56.2%)

212 Profes s i onal  

occupations  i n appl ied 

s ci ences  (except 

engineering) (14.5%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervices  

(12.1%)

x x

27.0501 Statis tics , general 41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(46.0%)

21210 Ma thematici ans , 

s tati s ti cia ns  and 

a ctuaries  (17.2%)

4 Occupations  in 

educati on, l aw and 

s ocia l , communi ty a nd 

government s ervices  

(16.7%)

x x

Architecture, engineering and 

related trades (primary 

grouping)

14.0101 Engineering, 

genera l

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(17.0%)

21300 Civi l  engineers  

(14.5%)

213 Profes s i onal  

occupations  i n 

engineering (14.2%)

212 Profes s i onal  

occupations i n appl ied 

s ci ences  (except 

engineering) (13.4%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

community and 

government s ervices  

(15.9%)

14.0501 

Biomedica l/medi ca l  

engineeri ng

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(34.0%)

21 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n na tura l  

a nd a ppl ied s ciences 

(23.3%)

x x x

14.0701 Chemi cal  

engineeri ng

21320 Chemica l  engineers  

(24.4%)

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  a nd l ecturers  

(19.5%)

20010 Engineering 

mana gers  (9.4%)

211 Profes s i onal  

occupations i n na tura l  

s ci ences  (8.9%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

community and 

government s ervices  

(11.2%)

14.0801 Ci vi l  engi neeri ng, 

genera l

21300 Civi l  engineers  

(38.4%)

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  a nd l ecturers  

(30.2%)

x x x

14.1001 El ectri ca l  and 

electronics  engi neeri ng

21310 Electrica l  and 

e lectronics  engi neers  

(28.3%)

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profes s ors  a nd l ecturers  

(19.2%)

21 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n na tura l  

a nd a ppl ied s ciences 

(17.3%)

x x

14.1901 Mechani ca l  

engineeri ng

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(31.9%)

21301 Mechanica l  

engineers  (21.9%)

212 Profes s i onal  

occupations  i n appl ied 

s ci ences  (except 

engineering) (15.4%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

community and 

government s ervices  

(15.8%)

x

Agriculture, natural resources 

and conservation (primary 

grouping)

01.8101 Veterinary 

sci ences /veterinary cl i nica l  

sci ences , genera l  

31103 Veteri naria ns  

(68.2%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervices  

(15.7%)

x x x

Health and related fields 

(primary grouping)

31.0505 Exercis e s cience 

and ki nes i ol ogy

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(52.7%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervices  

(16.2%)

x x x

51.0000 Heal th 

servi ces /a l l i ed 

hea lth/heal th s ci ences , 

genera l

41200 Uni vers i ty 

profess ors  a nd l ecturers  

(25.3%)

4140 Pol icy a nd program 

res ea rchers , cons ultants  

a nd officers  (11.0%)

41 Profes s ional  

occupations  i n l aw, 

educati on, s ocia l , 

communi ty and 

government s ervices  

(13.4%)

31 Profes s ional  

occupations i n heal th 

(12.0%)

3 Hea lth occupa ti ons  

(16.0%)

Source: Sta ti s ti cs  Canada , 2021 Cens us  of Popul ati on.

Table A.2-3

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, women 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)

x s uppress ed to meet the confi denti a l i ty requi rements  of the Statistics Act

Notes: Occupations  a re  fi rs t s orted wi thin each fie ld of s tudy by five-digi t National  Occupati onal  Cl as s i fi cation (NOC) code. I f fewer tha n 10 occupati ons ca n be 

reported ba s ed on this  approach (i .e ., they do not meet the mini mum cel l  s ize  of 10), then the remaining occupati ons  a re  s orted by four-digi t NOC code, etc.
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Health and related fields 

(primary grouping)(continued)

51.0101 Chiropracti c 31201 Chiropractors  

(92.3%)

x x x x

51.0502 Advanced genera l  

denti s try

31110 Dentis ts  (88.6%) x x x x

51.1401 Medical  

s cience/s cienti s t

31102 Genera l  

practi tioners  and family 

phys icians  (42.8%)

31100 Specia l i s ts  in 

cl ini ca l  and laboratory 

medicine (20.1%)

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(8.3%)

31101 Specia l i s ts  in 

surgery (3.9%)

21110 Biologi s ts  and 

related scienti s ts  (3.4%)

51.2001 Pharmacy 31120 Pharmacis ts  (82.2%) 41200 Univers ity 

profess ors  and lecturers  

(3.6%)

3 Hea l th occupations  

(4.1%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, law and 

social , community and 

government services  

(3.5%)

1 Bus iness , finance and 

adminis tration 

occupations  (3.2%)

51.2201 Publ i c hea l th, 

genera l

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(30.7%)

4140 Pol icy and program 

researchers , consul tants  

and offi cers  (17.7%)

412 Profess iona l  

occupations  in education 

services  (12.0%)

21 Profess iona l  

occupations  in natura l  

and appl ied sciences  

(16.4%)

3 Heal th occupations  

(12.0%)

51.2314 Rehabi l i tation 

s cience

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(51.1%)

31 Profess iona l  

occupations  in heal th 

(20.2%)

x x x

51.3801 Regis tered 

nurs ing/regis tered nurse

41200 Univers i ty 

professors  and lecturers  

(61.0%)

31301 Regis tered nurses  

and regis tered psychiatric 

nurses  (12.8%)

41210 Col lege and other 

vocationa l  instructors  

(7.6%)

4 Occupations  in 

education, law and 

social , community and 

government services  

(11.2%)

x

Notes: Occupations  are firs t sorted wi thin each field of s tudy by five-digi t Nationa l  Occupationa l  Class i fi cation (NOC) code. If fewer than 10 occupations  can be 

reported based on thi s  approach (i .e., they do not meet the minimum cel l  s ize of 10), then the remaining occupations  are sorted by four-digi t NOC code, etc.

Source: Stati s tics  Canada, 2021 Census  of Population.

Table A.2-4

Most prevalent occupations held among doctoral degree graduates by detailed field of study, 2021, women 
Field of study (2021 

Classification of Instructional 

Programs, primary grouping 

and subgrouping code and 

Most prevalent occupations (2021 National Occupational Classification code, name and percentage)

x suppressed to meet the confidentia l i ty requi rements  of the Statistics Act
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