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INTRODUCTION  

This document provides a regional perspective on the pri-
orities that should be addressed and the activities that will 
be undertaken to support the national and regional objectives 
of this program. 

The Operational Plan is set out in three sections: 

Section A. - provides the reader with the departmental object-
ives and priorities for the Atlantic Region. 

Section B. - deals in general terms with the LRTAP issue in 
three categories: 

1. Issue Management 

2. Scientific Effects and Environmental Monitoring 

3. Control Strategies 

A Summary of Resources for the LRTAP Issue for 1982/83 to 
1986/87 has been included in this section. 

Section C.-contains a synopsis of the Operational Plans of 
of the Services. 



Section A 

OBJECTIVE 

The overall objective of the departmental program is to protect 

the environment and humans' from damaging pollutants which cross 

interprovincial and international boundaries. 

Several more specific objectives that are being pursued in the 

Atlantic Region are listed as follows: 

1. To convince both governments of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-

wick to protect their provinces and their neighbours from 

their emissions and to support federal actions in the 

International sphere by making a commitment to develop 

apportionment goals on the reduction of sulphur emissions. 

Particular emphasis will be placed on Nova Scotia. 

2. To reach an agreement with the Cape Breton Development 

Corporation on a development program that will result in 

the availability and sale to the Nova Scotia Power Cor-

poration of coal with a sulpur content of 2% or less by 

1990. 

3. To obtain definitive statements on cause-effect relation-

ship linking emissions, depositions and impact by focusing 

scientific studies on control strategies. 

4. To ensure that long term scientific programs such as the 

Kejimkujik Watershed Study continue in a coordinated fashion 

with realistic goals and clear milestones of achievement. 

N 



PRIORITIES 

In terms of pollutants, the priority compounds that will be 
addressed by study and control strategy work are as follows: 

1. sulfur dioxide and sulfate 

2. nitrous oxides 

3. organic chemicals 

4. metals 

Ecosystem components of priority for continuing study are: 

1. Forests: germination and growth and seedlings 

2. Role of organic acids in freshwater 

3. Effects of acid rain on aquatic habitat 

4. Acidification and contamination of drinking water (surface 
and groundwater) 

From a control strategies perspective, the priorities are: 

1. Continuing effort to get Nova Scotia to develop or adopt 
a provincial strategy. 

2. Cooperation with Cape Breton Development Corporation in 
developing low sulfur coal deposits and making washed 
coal available to the utilities. 

3. Development of cost figures reflecting benefits of using 
low sulfur coal in utilities. 

4. Support to R&D programs aimed at reducing sulfur content 
in coals. 



Section B 

The operational plan has been divided into three categories 
of activity: 

1. 

- 

ISSUE MANAGEMENT 

2. 

- 

SCIENTIFIC EFFECTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 

3. 

- 

CONTROL STRATEGIES 



Section B 

1. 	ISSUE MANAGEMENT 

Managing the regional LRTAP issue will entail the following 
activities: identification and recommendation of research, 
monitoring priorities by analysis of national and regional 
information gaps and needs: 

- development of a scientific effects monitoring plan which 
ensures a coordinated approach among service, other federal 
departments, provinces and universities for effective use 
of resources; 

- recognition that scientific effects activities entail both 
long term and short term research, of which feedback on a 
regular basis of current thinking/conclusions is important 
in supporting control strategy efforts; 

- definition and implementation of control strategies which 
include technical, information and socio-economic components; 

- promotion of the understanding of the _problem and dissemin-
ation of public information; 

- information exchange and communication between national 
committees, LRTAP officer and regional participants; 

- evaluation of regional output in terms of the objectives. 

These activities will primarily be undertaken by the Regional 
Director General's office and EPS on behalf of the Department. 
A small advisory committee will probably be formed to review 
direction of program in the region and make recommendations. 

Resources  

Current Year 	Budget Year 	Upcoming Year 	Planning 	Planning 
Year 1 	Year 2 

82 - 83 	83 - 84 	84 - 85 	85 - 86 	86 - 87  

RDG's Office 	0.2PY, 12.0K 	0.1PY, 7.5K 	0.1PY, 7.5K 	0.1PY, 7.5K 0.1PY, 7.5K 

EPS 	 0.5PY, 27K 	.0.5PY, 27K 	0.5PY, 27K 	0.5PY, 27K 	0.5PY, 27K 



Section B 

2. 	SCIENTIFIC EFFECTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 

Identification of both the scope and intensity of the acid rain 
problem is a national environmental priority. This is of 
special significance for the Atlantic Region because of this 
area being a major recipient of toxic fallout originating in 
all parts of North America. 

In order for effective control measures to be developed, 
accepted and implemented, an understanding, and in some cases 
a scientific prediction of what the impact of these long range 
transported air pollutants is necessary. 	Knowledge of its 
impact on aquatic ecosystems, wildlife populations and land 
(forested and agricultural) is called for. 

Resources 

Current Year 

82-83 

Budget Year 

83 - 84 

Upcoming Year 

84 - 85 

Planning 
Year 1 
85 - 86 

Planning 
Year 2 

86 - 87 

Lands O.1PY, 	4.2K O.7PY, 41.9K 0.3PY, 	13.6K 0.3PY, 	13.6K 0.3PY, 	13.6K 

IWO 4.5PY, 245K 4PY, 230K 4PY, 230K 4PY, 230K 4PY, 230K 

CWS 2.0PY, 	92.3K 1.5PY, 	58K 1.5PY, 	58K 1.5PY, 58K 1.5PY, 	58K 

CFS(E) 5.BPY, 	272.5K 5.8PY, 	278.5K 5.5PY, 278.5K 5.8PY, 278K 5.8PY, 278K 

AES* 0.2PY, 	7.3K 0.2PY, 7.3K 0.2PY, 7.3K 0.2PY, 7.3K 0.2PY, 7.3K 

Parks 0.3PY, 	10.1K 0.6PY, 	21.6K 0.3PY, 	9.6K 0.3PY, 	9.5K 0.3PY, 9.6K 

*Does not include funding for CANSAP, APN and WMO monitoring networks. 



Section B 

3. CONTROL STRATEGIES 

The primary objective in control strategies will be to try 
to convince the provinces of NS and NB to implement sulfur 
dioxide reductions that will result from the current SO2 
reduction apportionment exercises. 	Increased attention will 
be focused on the impact of nitrogen compounds and the long 
range transport of toxics and assessment of the oxidant 
situation. 

Resources (EPS) 

Current Year 	Budget Year 	Upcoming Year 	Planning Year 1 	Planning Year 2 
82 - 83 	83 - 84 	84 - 85 	 85 - 86 	 86 - 87  

3.2PY, 108.4K 2.1PY, 93K 	2.2PY, 94.8K 	2.3PY, 86.5K 	2.2PY, 80.1K 

Other activities will be directed at DEVCO, DREE and the Atlantic 
Committee on Coal. Attempts will be made to convince DEVCO and 
NSPC to sign agreements for the sale of coal for thermal 
generating purposes which would involve both the use of lower 
sulfur coal and coal washing/beneficiation on a broad scale. 



t. 

SUMMARY OF RESOURCES  

FOR 

FOR LRTAP ISSUE - FROM  

1982/83 TO 1985/87  

Current Year 
83-84 

Budget Year 
. 	83-84 

Upcoming Year 
84-85 

Planning. 
- 	Year 1 

85-86 

Planning. .  
Year 2 
86-87 

1.  Priority Environ- 
rent Issue 

0.7PY, 39K 0.6PY, 34.5K 0.6PY, 	34.5K 0.6PY.; '34.5K 0.6PY, 	34.51 

Managai7ent 

2.  Knowledge Base 
Development for 

12.9PY, 631.4K 12.8, 	637.3K 12.IPY, 597K 12.1PY,596.4K 12.1?Y, 596, 

Scientific Effects 

3.... Knowledge Base 3.2H, 108.4K 2.1PY, 	93K 2.2PY, 94.8K 2.3PY, 86.5K 2.2PY, 	80.1! 
Develooment for 
Control Strategies 

TOTALS 16.8PY, 778.8K 15.5PY, 	764.8K 14.9PY,726.3K 15.0PY,717.4K14.9PY,711. 
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