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1,,1,,: Under normal circumstances the~e would be no requirement or
justifica:tion for bringing up' to date a: previous paper (1) on this' sUbject,·
until statistics were availab}e for at least another decade"

1,,20 Events in 1960 -cllangedthe ~ortality picture, drastically in
two provinces Which previously had. not reported a light:p.ing fatality" It.
is thus reasonable to bririg up to date publishep. da ta which would: otherWise
paint a distorted picture and i inctdent~lly; to' provide a more. complete
record of ancillary factors for which there was pr~viously a limited sample
of available information" .

,DATA ON FATALI,TIES

TABLE I

" .

, "

. NUMBER OF DEATHS FROMLIGijTNING i CANADA i 1939-1960

1939':'58* 320 0: 0·8 16 ,80 95 29' 51 37 4 0.· ·0

1959

1960

13

9

o

1

0 ..0

2 '0

o . 1 '6 2

-0.: 3 2 0

1

o

3 0

1 0

o

o

o

o

16 84 103., '31 52 41 4'

• Taken from "Ligl1triingDeaths and Damage in Canada" (1)
%12 years of record 1949-60

@. 21 " " " 1940-60
# 11 " " " 1950-60

Using Tabl~ I and the 1951 census figures (2) the average
1ight~ing-c~used death rate is given py Table II"

'TABLE II

NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM LIGHTNING, CANADA~ PER ANNUM

PER MILLION OF PUPULATION

Canada Nf1d PEl NoS" NoB" Que Ont ManSask Alta B"C~ Yukon NWT

o o
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TABLE III
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.\,

NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM LIGHTNING BY MONTHS v CANADA 9 1939-51 9 1955-60

Year Total J8Jl,. Feb Mar Apr ,May Jun Ju1 'Aug' Sep Oct, Nov Dec

o '.,0

: 0 0

1939"':58­

1959·,

. 1960'

TOTAL

289

;l~~

,1,9
, .

1 O. Q 1
~r.

,0 J:i.-,
.' .. ' . ..

0 0

\1.

0 '. 1

25
:: .. t*·~<'~~}I~·:·~-·i· _....~

,62 '117 '62-' '1154 ·2 o

TAi3L~ IV ' '- ' ;. , '", ::: '., .: '.. ~' ~ - ",0 '; ,

DtATHS FROM·.LIGHTNING ON' A'M~NmL~ :~~CEN~AGE ·BisisD··:icA~ADA{i939:..51e 1955-60 (.
. :"

J~ ,Feb Mar: ;Apr{May J\ln Ju{A~g. Sep ',Oct Nov Dec

o~3' 0 0'./ q~3 ':" ~ '.~ o'T20 09··410 ~.i '21 02:'·§ o;3~.. · i.1~~" 0'07 '>.0'"

, .. ,.' ".~'. . ~'" . . TABLE .V' . '-",?:

"-', , , Blade..6f . Death' :..

, ,

.i 1950g '1955-58 Tc,>tals*,

Quebec
Ontari'o
Marlitoba
Saskatchewan
Alberta.

\ .'~ ':' :
'_' I ", • .'; "t.

RUral

,:'5~•. ·
2:'
1

·3

li. ··z_.I.,

:,;,12 .,

1#
'.: :,'.-'1' -:.

-----2,', :'·i. ,"j' I' ,I

'. ~'."

1960 ~ Newfoundla.P.d::
Prince Edward Is~an~
Quebec '., , ,,' ., ..
Ontario; "'-.

I., . 1\", .', .;.:;\

A1be1"ta

-,,~ ,-1.' I " .. d

2
'. 2 1

. :~. -' ':-':'~:: ,;- .,c..::.
" ---=:> ---=-a

: 8 1 .

1. .'

...

-•• I"" :,.). :.

TOTAL,
!,

.. ;..;

" fS • . :
.. '

.:.: '" .'.: ; .
..4. "'_';" _.~ _ ...

• ~ ," I
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• Take~ from "~ig~tningD~aths and Damage in Cana9~" (1) ,
" :# Thi's' is an tmusua1case in which the death wa$' classified,

as having taken p1ace'ina small town, but t~e accident
'occ~r~ed on a f.'arm.' From the death record this appears

to he 'a case where the farm was on the 'outskirtsof'the
town but the "farm home" was just inside the tovrii

,boundary, hence c1ass~fiedas an 'urban' deatho

The locations specif~ed in ,~~ble V may be subdivided as follows:

,TABLE'VI

'LIGHTNING DEA'IHS IN CANADA, BY PLACE ,OF DEATH - 1950, 1955-60
I

Rura.1
1950, 55-58· Home Farm

18 14

Industrial Place of Recre- Street or
Place ation or ,Sport Highway

1 3 l'

Public Other Place not
Building Places Specified

'2, 15' 9

1959:' Que.

Ont

,Man o

Alta 0

1960: Nfld.. .' ~

P.E. To:

Que'o

1

,1 1 '"1 3

2

1

1 2

-1

2 ' '

l' 2

1'"

Alta.. ' 1

1

TOTAL 23 21 '2 5 ,1 2 19 12

3 ..

• Taken from "Lightning Deaths and Damage in Canada" (1)0

COMMENTS
/,

3.. 1. The Canadian average annual lightning fatality toll is of the
order of o~e per ~i11ion of population;

3~2o The iightning 'f~talitycuMe follows the
frequency curve quite closely, peaking in July and with
occurring in June, July ~nd August; ,

seasonal thunderstorm
84% of the fataliyies
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No f'a~li,ty:"l1as:lll?tm "reported i.ilan/ urb~h~inel), 23 in rural

\: . '. . '"'" .', '. :." ','.~·:L ~. " - -. .• r.' k. ;;~. ~ • ~. :'

DATA.ON LI(}HTNI~G:"CAUSEn ':PRbpmrt: FIRE"LOs'SES' (:3)

Rural f'ataliti.es.'oiJ.tf~ber,',urba.nfatalitie~by·a.~osta5~1 ratio;
/' • , :'.':.. '!." :•.'.;'..:.,.: ;!!:•.•••. ,.;.:.•_.~<._ I.i, .:' ". ":,~'" 'i'-:. ":': "

3040 .' ; The Prairie' P.r.,6viq.ces l1ave a signif'icant,.ly higher li~htning

f'atalityrate:·thando the.··other,,:,provin:ces'~·and·'~,erritories:;,. ',.:' "
- !,;....""

-', :

.',.' "r' .•
TABLE' vti:

Decade
": ... ;.'

.·1949..;'58

1950-59 ,

1951=60
:..

Braoketed f'igures provide percentage of' totalswhiohiare a~trib~ted

to li~tnin,~o ' ,

,COMMENTS·

• .'. _ .' 1 _ • •

502 0 Fr01ll.& monetary Iqss point of' view lightning is 'even less, of' 'a
hazard since only abol1t 1. 1/2% of the aver~ge I;l,nnual $100 million'total' is
attributa1:l Ie to liglltrtingo ." " .'. . . .

. , ;, .' . '" " .

po30 The Dominion Fire Comm~ssi;one~8s repo'rt (3) shoyls t~t the~ 8.nn~l
average number of' h~fatalities c~ll:l~ed by fir-eMs inoreas.ed f'rom 5.37 in the
1949~58 decade to 550 in the 19,51=60gecade1'ihile, the' annual average, numqer:of'
huinan'f'ataliti~s oaused'by' l'ightnfng: dlidilg 'th6s'e p'er~oq.s 'na# 'rems,iIiEidat'

" twel~oLoss of' lif'eby f'irenot att~~bU;:table.,to ligh~ing ~s :thus<some f'orty';".
f'i-.fe 'times moreCOJD:ll0n ~han lightl:1ing f'at1J,litieso

. . ; ,. '.:". ' ' • : .: • ; -. ~,' . 'J''. 1. ,_
., '. -' ;~ . . .. '~ • t .~•.
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CORRIGENDUM

8.. 1. In CIR~3452, TEC-349, "Lightning Deaths and Damage in Canada",
Table II, page 3, 'correct the Manitoba 1l!-0rtality rate from 102 to 1.90


