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SEFTIRMENT OF TERKDO LARVAE IN 1938

Alfreda Berkeley Needler Report for 1938,

During the epring, sumer and part of the Autuan of 1938
test boards were placed in the water at intervals to detersine when
Teredo larvae settled. The boards used vere of planed spruce 1% x
6" x 16" and vere suspended vertically below the Biological Station
landing stage. Two boards were yut out at a time, ome near the
‘otton and the other covered by a few inches of water at low tides
Twice a week n frosh pair was put out and each pair was left in the
water for a week,

The series was utarted on June Srd and carried on regularly
until September Zad, By mistake the boards wers mot put out seats
weekly during September but thres boards put out early in September
were left until the middle of Ogtober and contained so few Teredo
that the settleaent during September must have becn very mmalls Jrom
Oatober 14tk to the ond of the month more tept bourds were put out at
intervals but no Teredo settled.

The test boards were usually given a brief exmination vhen
taken from the water but detailed examinations were not made until
the winter, On each board twelve strips each 3" x 3" were examined.
Six strips were on each side and they were evenly spaced, each strip
runntng from the edge to the middle of the board and mlternately from
the two edges, In this way comparable areas wore examined on each
board and the areas were widely seattered over tho surfuces The aress
were labelled A, B, G, D, 3, ¥ on one side and Gy Hy I, Jy Ky L on the
other, On sach board the end with the areas A and G was the one which
had been uppermost in the waters
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The results of the examination are sumnarized in the

accompanying tabl

The first settlement of larvae was about June 2dth. Hy
the end of June the larvae were settling heavily and the peak of
settlement for the sumer was reached about the middle of July. ine
settlement then decreased somewhat but rose to a 1

ser peak about
the end of July. During the firet week in August settlement deereased

a great deal but a 1ight settlement continued to the end of the month.

There was some settlement during September but only very little. It
18 werth noting that the bottom boards were almost always more heavily
ed than the surface board

In 1937 a similor series of test boards was put out but

10t

only at the surface. Comparison of the two years shows that settlement
was altogether much heavier i 1938 than in 1937, In 1937 settlement
almost stopped for part of August but began again in September whoreas

1in 1938 1t continued throughout August and almost stopped in September.
But 1n both years settlement started about June 25th and became really
heavy about July 1st. Observations indicate, thes, that all wooden

oquipment needing protection should be taken from the water and painted

about July lst.
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