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SCHKIiE FOR STOCKING 'RITE PECKLEDTROUT

mCHAllLOTTE COUNTY NM RUNS.aCK.

memorandum, embodying the following scheme for stocking

lul<eswithspeckledtroutinCharlottecounty ....asprepared

and presented to the Department of Fisheries last November.

On the whole the reaction of the Department of Fisheries "'liS

f"vourlibleto_rdtheproposlilsoutl1nedbythescheme. but,

s is the ueu 1 procedure in such matters. the Depertment wished

to obtain the views of ths people who would be most intimately

connecteddththe lakes in question, or, in other words. the

anglersofChlirlottecounty.TheloclllemberofParli ent,

Mr. Hill. held an informal meeting of interested individ'.lals

in cit. ::;tephen late in November, and this meeting WliS duly re­

ported upon in the St. Stephen Courier of December 1. sol

presume that the propos,ds. to a considerable extent at least •

..re not new to you. Since that time the matter has been discussed

Brunswick Fish and GdJIle Protective Association. blld it is upon

their request th..tI appear tonight to present brietlywhatthe

proposed scheme includes. and thereby to secure your opinion as

ccordingtothetishculturalrecordsofrecentyelirsa

number of lakes have been stocked in Charlotte county. but no

org nized method was employed in these lakes to determine the

resultsofstocking.Anglers1reportsareallthatareavailsble.

andthesedreconsistentinindic"tlngthtthec"tchesper



individual were not appreciably improved, if at all. In many

otherKaritimelakeethe ean;e story applies. The 7ish Culture

Branch of the Department of 7ieheries hes appreciated the

condition and in certain cases has sdopted remedial measure.

Thus, in lakas of the Yarmouth district of Nov Scotia the

cop:l'er sulphate method of eliminating the entire fish popul­

ation has been used to rid lakes of predator fish, which have

been considered the underlying cause for poor stocking results.

However, in the Charlotte county lakes th t will 'be indicated,

there does not appe rtoexist a predator fish population of

treated with copper. It is true that certain predators of trout

exist, ..s eels for instance, and competitor fish may be numerous.

On the whole, however, there seems to be no readily apparent

conditionsinberent in the Charlotte county lakes in question

to account for failure or near failure of stocking. One con­

dition comes immediately to mind, ho.vever, namely over-fishing.

It is well known that the Charlotte county lakes are heavily

angled,anditisquitepossiblethatithasbeenthisoutside

influence that has determined the results of stocking in the

When lakes are stocked with trout but not closed to angling

many fish are removed while still small. The stock is being con­

tinually drained, and such predator and competitor action that

is possible in the lake has full scope.to operate against a de­

clining number of trout. If lakes are closed to fishing after

theyhavebeenstocked,then,althougbthetroutencounter



to a oontinual reduotioninnumbers from angling efforts,

ndthushavewhatopportunitythatpr8aentsltself,to

In vIew of these oonsiderations, thefollowingschem.e

is advanced. ~elect the following 1 ee in Chl:1rlotte county,

Which re reasonably close to each other: eloh. Gibson, Lime­

burner, Bonap rte, Johnson, Kerr, CreoyandSt.Patrlck.Stock

thes_lakes ccordingtothefoilowingachedule, and close to

&.nglinguntiltheplanted fish are three years of age.

19j9 No.2t1ngerlings 1942 1944 Yearlings 1946
19}9" " 1942 1944 " 1946

Lleburner
Bonl1prte

Johnson
Kerr

19}9
19}9

1941
1941

1942 No.2t1ngerlings1945
1942" "1945

St.p"trick 1940 No.21'ingerlings 194} 1944 No.5 "1947
Crecy 1940"" 194} 1944" "1947

Welch
Gibson

1941 No.5
1941 "

1944 1945 No.2
1944 1945"

" 1948
" 1948

J'romthlsscheduleitmaybeseenthataftertheschemelsln

operatlon, there will always be four lakes open to angllngand

fourclosedlnanyoneyear.

patrol,adequatetostoplllegalflshlng,lsesssntlal

tothesoheme.Ifproperprotectlvemeasuresarenottaken,

then the stooklngas outlined above will provIde no advance over

the policy now employed In same of these lakes . .a.dequateprot­

ectionwouldrequlretheguardianorguardlanstospendhlsor

theIr entIre t1.meupon the eight lakes. Kqually essentIal to

thepltmlsthecooperutionofthelocetlanglers.Throughyour



interest and willingness to cooperate the operation of the

schame ia gre tly simplified, and ,"orth·..hile results should

In the above schedule, as you note, three sizes of

planting stock ere to be used, namely No.2 fingerlings

(about 1.25 to 1.5 inches in length), No.5 tin erlings

(bout2.5to3.5inchesinlength),andyearlings.)(ostof

the stocking s now done is made with the smaller size of

fish. This is necessarily the case since the Maritime hatch­

eries renot t present equipped to supplymanyoldertish,

... s yearlings. However, since the relative merits of these

various sizes of fish for stocking purpoees is e much debated

queation,itieconsidered,intheoperationoftheproposed

scheme, th t an excellent opportunity w"s provided to test the

efficiency of stocking with these eeveral sizes of tish. If the

stockingschedule,asproposed,iscarr1edthrough,thentests

of stocking with No.2 fingerlings, No.5 fingerlings, and

yearlings will have been made in four lakes for each size group.

The number of lakee involved is not large. Therefore a

carefully-made creel census should be undertaken, and this is

important,for it offers the best me ns of evaluating the

results. In this phase of the procedure, the cooperation of

the angler is most desirable. If the scheme is adopted "nd

when the lakes are opened to tishing, and a creel census is in

operation, it is urged that each angler assist, as far as he is

able, the person who is making the census to compile a complete

record of all trout taken.



To operate the scheme funds are necessary, the major

portion of which are required for the guardian's salary:

Jince this would be .. test case, it is considered that the

Department of Fisheries should bear the expense. It is also

considered that the guardian should be pi'ointed by the

Department of Fisheries in co per tion with the Fisheries

s you can appreciate, the scheme is not a complicated

one. The idea behind it is not new, but proper demonstration

of its efricacy in lakes of this district at least appears

lacking.

in a re ..ter number of lakes, and even streams, and thereby

h"ve more ters available for angling at one time .•ie must

alNays bear in mind, hONever, that at no time should the number

oflakesbetoogreatforadequatepatrol.l!'oraprel1minary

test, the eight lakes that we have indicdted are uite sufficient

in number, and form a compact group. Expansion of the scheme

should aw it reeults from the eight 1 kes under consideration.

li.N.Smith,
tlanticBiologicalStation,
prillB,19}9.

(Read before the Annual Meeting and Banquet of the New Bruns...ick
Fish ndGllmeProtective ssociation,SohoodicBranch,
April20,19}9)·
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