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REPORT ON THE 1929 mmcn AGATNST £%A LIONS
0N THE GOAST OF BRITISH COLDMDIA

Yor & nusber of years, ormiu! Mwﬂn ar sea lions has been m-'
ried on by the Bupmt of Marine and ?hlwdqco ‘!‘hh has been Oou primarily
at th‘ requeat of ﬂlhmu working in the ﬂqmw of Smith's and Rivers Iuhh.
who elaim that thovna lions in this vmuv are very autm’uvg to both fish
and nots.s Recenily, protest againat this nmnj has bon ratlsed by \mlﬂtu
uhmtad 1in the mtuﬁu of wild ur.. on th cm&- that there is il“fu-
fieient wﬂmu or the mwuvuno of the animals, These wmnhu !un
asked that the nut“r be fully investigatod, Ommlntly. us a mltntmry -qu. ’
the writer vas asked by the Pological Peard of cuaa, followd ng ropmmuc- '
by th! !‘hhﬂﬂno Mh. to sccompany ﬂ!o Collatis 'Glmm" on iﬂ' M
expodition nptut sen 1ions h June 1929, ohiefly to investigate the food of m.
enimils illed at that time, . ; '

of the wo species of sea lions Md on the Paoifie coan of Ameries,
enly np, She m-uar (sumetopina stelleri), io found as far wﬁ as Yancouver :
uhu at the wrosent iiu; Noth tﬁ- Yirgin and Pearl Mm of rocks serve ss

rookaries, thoub the httor 1a uned more nas a 'hunng out muﬂ' T¢ has been

mainly on these m greupu of rocks that omotim have boen esrried on for the
last eight years, In tm time 1t hao been mtum thet 8428 nauu and ”zs
pups, a total of 13.794 of these n.tnh. have hou uﬂw.d.

mt tbn offect of this destruotion m bm on the nmber of -m- u
these two mhnu the sriter fs mot prepared to say, as this was ‘nis Piret
vislt to them. Mo satisfootory uﬁn has bo- .db‘ot \ho Mtviduh umniu
annually on these rosks. !b-ma. the natmn ar -ml mambers of the erew
of the ship to tbo effect that tha aea ncno "na to be n mnu ne m, :
this year® mey probebly be hhn o8 indicative of t)u m mso of M'Mn ‘l'lt



nunber of animals CW on these nnoourun nﬂ nar is possibly allo-t.
if not completely, offset by the utwul Mun in the herds oceurring nlm
the whole mat. migration from othr mhr!.u restoring tno herds on the ﬂfglu :
and Pearl vecks after thelr snnusl domtlm

It is ﬂfﬂoun to obtain a correet cen sus ot the animals on a hrp
rookery on secount of the nv_qmnt of l.adim-lllc) In addition to thy_,
are obseured by rocks, or thnflr color blends eo My with the buw that
1% 1s diffieult to distingaish them, This mi ts perticularly true of mm.
Bonnot ("Report on the snh and Sea Lions of Oalifernia®, mto of a.um
Division of ruh and Name, Fish Sulletin No, 14, 1928) has found that he can
meke fairly rolhbh sounts by vahiu rooksries md mnu out mll
during the middle part of the day, end chetking estimeates or counts made at the
same time with the number seen in the mt&-. Metween the hours of 10 A, and
3 P.M, preeticelly the whole herd is ashore,

The usual m: thed of n-mun. ounﬁm aqntut the sea lions has been
for a nﬂm m of about five or alx men mt with rifles to mke a landing
by the ship's launch, fgklng up positions on various perts of the rocks they
m firing ohn_umudr. :

As may be expected, the enimals soon make for the water, In fact, even on
the approach of the lnuneh, about half of the howd sen be expected to leeve the
rocks, At the commencement of‘ firing most of the other adults follow, and scon
enly a féw govs remaln with thelr pups. Unless brought down by the rifles, these
also will eventually lesve as the shooting eontinues,

While an eatimate of the number of sea lions destroyed has been made

eath yoar, 1% is very doubtful how nearly the figuves .inn come zé being correct,
Of the pups an exact dount emn be made, &3 they are all killed on the rocks and
remain there. In the esse of the adnlta,'thou“, only & very rough estimnte of
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the number metually killed can be made, Animals wounded on the rocks usually
manage to reech the water, whether the Wa' be slight or fatal, '!m-ﬂq.
death is mﬂ!eani instantaneous, the bo@tol usually slide into the sea cl
account of the precipitous nature of the rocks. Shootins continues at the
aninals in the water as they show thmclvn'uboﬂ.tho surface, On hurllstm 5
report of a shot, or on being hit, the animals immedintaly dive under the nm.'
If the shot 1is thhl; the boly usually sinks st once from sight, Thus it will
be seen that it is almost impossidble to be sure, in many cases at ha}ﬂ". whather
an animal hos been killed or not, No doubt many sariously wounied animls soon
drown.

Tach man ‘ucthg‘n his own scorekecper, pride of his own ability as a
marksman may have s very marked effect on the totals reported.

After one or twe visits to & rookery W & firing party, the animals beoone
so frightensd thet nearly all of them will take to the water on the approach of a
bont., This makes it incressingly difficult to stop them on the rocks. In fwt, |
about the only wny to obtain animals for cxemination is to shoot them in such a way
gz to cause thelr instentaneons dom;. in phon where the boiles cannot roll inte
the water, Only five were so atopped in accessible plages while the vriter was
vith the oxpesdition in 1929, et

The stamachs of ﬁuu five were omw for food mterial, It is generslly
acoepted that during the ‘mpptng senson the sea lion cesses to feed. ¥xamination
of the stomaehs of the four cows snd one large bull showed ne robd material whatever
in tham, One contsimed some yellovish mucous material, The others ell contained
a small amount of watery fluid with some colorless mucous seoretion. One carried
a round stone ahout the size of & $awbn1 in its stomech, In all thare were

parasitic worma in large numbers.
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Ascording to capmu Henderson at tho -mmu ‘the eonditions fust
deseribed are quite typicsal for that amnn of tha year, In previous years,
members of the orew of the "Givenchy" have opened the utﬂ‘hn of a number of
these animls, and invariably du;‘lu( the \mum senson the rosult was the
same ,~ AR enpty no-um. or ono eon taining osly ‘a fow atoneg. As soon ni the
pups are tblo to takte to the water the adults bmu rndtng again,

From the foregoing it '111 be seen that no first hand hmﬂu e
obtained by the writer regerding the sea lien's destructivaness of marketsble
fia, | | 4

Investigation of the dtmoﬁi and feeding habits éf the soa uui .kala
be made at w\n plages and othar fin-u then on the rookeries during the pupping
season, ' | '

Tho se \m have visited the Virgin and Pearl rookeries -u.x realize that
b investigate thh matter thoroughly thron;hoﬂ a whole season -oum be a nlzublo :
task, The Virgin and Pearl rocks are both hnud in quto exposed mtum
some miles from shore, A boat of nfnoun dize to vithstand fairly severs .
weathar ml.l bo nm-nrr. Iandings can be made only _n'u A small boat, and m
4n the galmest westher, this may be diffieult on mcgount of the prevalent swell
from the open Pacifie, On PR of these voskeriss, the bast landing place is on
somewhat preeipitous rooks, whers one must climb m- ledge to ledge. m. man.
mist be laft in charge of the boat, for 1t eannot be hauled ashors, A launch
which n"l e quickly and easily momcr-d ip preferable to a rov bel\. To
. avold frightening .‘ho enimels from the rocks, the motor axhsust ahould 'bo well
maffled,. ;

If animals are %o be stopped on the rocks for exsminetion, unnecessary
shooting must be svelded. A mkm who is 8 “desd shot* should select, one
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st a wu, individuals ma where M unﬂ !'Mm uu« into the un. !
and ondesvour to kill them mummu-u. Keeping the shooting dom to &
mintwum mm pravent the Bals Mare tekisg %6 the weter, and mmy Wiieh 414 o
would nﬁm to thelr ml sshores . In this vq. many npoelum mld be obtd.sg
able for mmm. ‘ b
mm cumruﬂm wnh ﬂchmen hss m« !ut -nn. m m
in favor of the oant&md destruction of sea liom. othm ful th# the le-m
caused by ﬂuu mimals ave cmmtnly mn--at lesst no mntor than iu ;
normal lllcnu» n-dm by any lminu man for lqm in the onlmug of his m
business,. ﬂlIy m:i&nr cm the sea lion is ‘boh\g blamed for mnmshu for '
which tho fisherman bimself 1 really mm.. o
It has ah'enb bun nm‘aﬂoﬂ that ﬁ)c omﬂtim of the 1m elght years
may hn Mltu ml.r uﬂmﬂu the nomml nmnl ineranse in the m« at‘ :
sea lioms along our oont. !dvm!uleu, birm mthuug the Mtn of th»o
animals, it MA bc nuo eertain that sueh acﬂu h nmmm and nmuluv
, m the umta of the fishories and the welfare d‘ the fishermen, To this
aa, [ tw uuatignﬁa should be mmde. A
The Mbh results of the remval or Mdut;a of aynlu ahndy
naturelly establishad ehould be given thorough consideration before sstion tms :
such end is ukn. In the sase o the en 1508, there is eviletly no desire on
tnn nrt of urou in have the animel ntmlutad. but whether utiaa should bq
contlnued apimt it or not, anl the oxtent of any action that m be takn, should
be based upon uraﬂ.ny nnumnd datae ‘
Refore oluw this report, T w=ish %o cmaa: my thanks to Japtain Hend or-
: ua. the mtom, and tht ovew of tht "Qimdv“ for their hospitality and
assistanes during my rossnt trip -m: them, ‘ ‘





