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sep~~~~;~rln~ig~t~~~rt Sgg
iC;!4eX~~~i~~~~~tiC ~~mg~io~:~' r~9k

byD.G.WllderandR.C.Murray

The lobster fishing season in District #8 which comprises the
northern half of Northumberland Strait extends from August 10 to
October 5. Throughout much of the remainder of the southern Gulf of
St. Lawrence the season is openfromMayltoJune30. Enforcement
of these closed seasons in adjacent areas is extremely difficult and
~:n~e;~~;bi~~t a uniform season throughout the southern Gulf would

Fishermen now fishing in District #8 oppose a uniform season,
arguing that they cannot catch commercial quantities of lobsters 1n

~~~ ~~ri~:' St~~H ~~~:rl~: ~~~~eo~ft~~e°P.;~i~~ ;~:;o~o~~~e~~ ~~~e
returnuntll just before the opening of the next fall season. They
feel that their annual catch results from immigration rather than
from recruitment through growth.

#8 haveR:h~:~e~h;~gf~~g~a~~~~n~x;~~~~:~~~no~s l~~~~;GO~~l~;sg~~t

~~dt~h85%o~~m~~~ ~~g;~~~1~;~'l~~si~r~t~:~g:~e:~'Mi~i~~~~:h~i~:i~t,
are recaptured1nthe two-month season. Too few lobsters escape
the intensive fall fishery to provide good fishing the following
spring and the few that are left are more difficult to catch in
the colder waters. Under these conditions, fishing does not become
profitableagainuntllmore lobsters have grown to legal size.
This growth occurs principally in July and August.

At the request of Egmont Bay, P.E.I., fishermen through Mr.

~~v:~e~~~N:~~h~~o~t~.~~rl~~;~~~sc~~nih~taa~~:c;:; ~i~~ie~fi~h~954.

1954 Marking Experiment



Group I

Group II.

Group III

Pattern of punch marks used todlstingulshthree
slze groups of lobsters marked September 15 to
October 4, 1954.





No.
Q!:Qilll....!!!M...

5862 and 3

2,0862,0022and4

III ~~3and4

Tota1s69896716

Length range
~Groupmidpoint

68-71 70=23/16"

72-75 74=25/16"

76-79 78=27/16"0

* Sections numbered 1td5from1efttoright. Sections1and5
were not used as they are more fragile.

**Lobstersrecordedas68/32inc1udeall1obstersbetween68.0
and 69:0 thirty-seconds and similarly for other sizes.
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1954 Tagg1ngExner1ment

S1ncethemarkedlobsters wouldnotl1kelyberecogn1zedby
thef1shermen,the1rexactpo1ntofrecapturewouldnotbeknown.

!E~b~gi~F~;i~g~:~~;~:g~~:;~~:!!~;~;~;r~:m~~:~~;#.J~:i~~~~O
less 51,232 and 51,300) were l1beratedltto2mllesW.N.W.of

!!~~~~l~~~~~~!h~:~~fl~~:;~m:~t:~~!:~~H~t1~U~~~~~;ym:~ter
Normally most lobsters tagged dur1ng one fall season moult

and lose the1r tags before the open1ng of the next season. To
reduce thls loss of tags as much as posslble, only moderately large ,
non-eggbearlng females were tagged. Ilost of these were mature and
could be expected to lay eggs 1nthe summer of 1955 and would there­
forebeun11kelytomoult.

were asE~~~~:~:1ncurred 1n the 1954 mark1ng and tagg1ng exper1ments

F.L.Arsenault,
AbramsV1llage

1013 market lobsters
1035 lbs. ClI45¢

Acad1enF1shermen's Boath1refromSept.15

~~;~~~r~m:ge ;~dO~;~m
8
fi~~tg:~~1~~b;~a_

tingmarkedlobsters

JohnL.Arsenault, One1nshorel1berat1onof

Wellington ~~:g~~f;~~~;eEberationof
tagged lobsters 5.00

JcsephBernard,
We1l1ngton

Hf;r~~:~;:~:~~:H:H~:F~nF:E::~!~:~{:m~E~~~~~f:f:r:H:rs
werereleaseduntagged. U. J.Walsh,whowas stationed at
M1m1negash,P.E.I.,ass1stedw1ththeworkatAbramsVlllageon
September 23.

1955 TagglngExperiment



monel metal carapace tags, serial numbers 31,501-32,000. These tags
were coloured red to distinguish them easlly from the tags putout
in 1954. These ware distributed over the fishing grounds in five
lots of 100 lobsters as shown in Figure 2.

John L. Arsenault, 500 legal-sized lobsters C 12; each $60.00
Abrams Village Liberatingtaggad1obstarsTotal~

Table Ii~~ s1ze distribution of these tagged lobsters is given in

Table III. i~i:;dl~~g~~bd;~~~~b~~i~~m~~~'~a~: ~~~~I~~dA~::ie4l~~si:
1955.

Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub
a~a~a~a~a~ n a~a~a~a~a~

Total V IV III II I em I II III IV V Total

2 3

34 5 ~ 9 8 7 19 5 8

63 16 9 12 1] 15 20 7 9 37

79 19 16 .J.-lt 16 14 21 4 5 10 35

55 8 6

42 7 11 6 23 5 4

24 5 5 9 24 2

17 5 2 4 3 25 3 0

8

27

28

340 7265 62 71 70 30 29 38 3528 160



Return of marked lobsters durIng 1955

An IntensIve search for the marked and tagged lobsters was
carrIed on In 1955.

DurlngtheMayandJuneseasonlndlstrlct7b,U.J.Walsh
examlnedtotalcatchesoflobsterslntheTlgnlsh-NorthCapearea

~~v:'~~;~elI~db::oc~~~~; ~~ ~~~t~~~~h7~/~5 ~~~~;e~~ ~~~l~o~~~~ l~y
tagged lobsters that dId so and were recaptured wouldheve been
noticed by the fIshermen and the tags returned through regular
channels. The marked lobsters, however, would stIll be below legal
sIze In the sprIng of 1955. Even If caught and landed In faIrly
large numbers they would not l1kelybe notIced by the fishermen.

i;~:!::~~g~~~:~i;~~~:~~~;~~~~:;!~~~~~:~;i:fr~;Jg~ifs~~:~i~~
685 pounds of markets examIned atTlgnlsh durIng lIay and June.

TheNB sIde of DIstrIct 8

CapeBald,N.B.,lsabout13mllesfromwherethemarked
lobsterswerel1berated. FlshermenfromhereandotherN.B.ports

n;:;~~/;~~u~~r~a~~h~:i~ ~:~e;~ ~e4~m~~;k:~yl~~~~~rs ;~:~eif
no mIgration occurred. D.W.McLeesestartedsearchlngformarked
lobsters In the Cape Bald area at the start of the 1955 fall season
and later extended hIs search to ports on either sIde of Cape Bald.
Capt. L. I. Cross who was statIoned at Richibucto on larvelwork
searched for marked lobsters whenever the opportunity arose.

TherE! sideofDlstrIct8IncludIngEgmontBay

From 1954 observations, it was learned that 63 boats fIshed
fromAbramsVlllage,CapeEgmontandMontCarmel. Fifty-two of
these landed all theIr lobsters at twopolnts--AbramsVlllage and
Cape Egmont. R. C. Murray and W. A. Johnstone, assIsted by local
fIsherIes offIcers and wardens, searched at these tlIopolnts. After
theearlyseasonrushperlod,perlodlcspotchecksweremadeat
ports from West PoInt to Borden. U.J.Walshwhowasstatlonedat
IIImlnegashsearchedformarkedlobstersthereandetaddltional
ports to the south. All observers were asked to record dally
returns of marked and tagged lobsters by each boat, to keep a
record of the weIghts of lobsters examIned and to obtaIn records
of total landIngs at all ports where marked lobsters were found.

The nllmber of marked Inbsters found

Thenumberofmarkedlobstersfound,theweightsoflobsters

m~~rt~e;;~i~:~~~I:rm~~:0~:8~~:~~~;d:h~:~;f~:::~~:~i;~~:-
IngsforallportsfromMlmlnegeshtoSummerslde, wIth the exceptIon



ofCapeWolfewereobta1ned. Althoughrecordsofland1ngswere
obta1nedfromdealers and f1shery officers for the N.B. ports, a
greatdealof1ntersh1pmentoccurs. FromtheN.B.records
avallable 1tappearstobe 1mposs1ble to relate thewe1ghts of
lobstersexam1nedtowe1ghtsactuallylandedatparticularports.

Dallyrecordsoflobsterslanded,lobstersexam1nedand
marked lobsters found at Abrams V111age and Rocky po1nt are l1sted
1nTableV. S1mllarrecordsforCapeEgmontareg1ven1nTableVI.
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Date
1955

Dally19551andings (pounds) of canners and market lobsters
by 36 boats fishing from Abrams Vi11age and Rocky Point,
¥~~~~ of lobsters examined, and number of marked lobsters

o
8~

l~;m 3m

31
Sept. 1

~
~

;1-6

15,363
22,813
18,877
15,211

15~419
281

3,513
6,969
5,438

2fm

2,
1,3
1,139
1,792

2,361

10 ~~

911
1,650
1,151

1,120

g;g~i

,100
3,212
2,453
3,495

3,713

lane
2,693
1,196
2,374

10
8g

1,27
2,
2,739

6706

418
300
301

1
4

2
3

655
177

127$

29
30
31
57

'C
2~~
ltlt
36

Ito

19~

3~
13

11
11

9

31

15



Date
1955 Canners Markets

Sept. 14
15
16

i~
~6

14-~~

~~
25
26

21-U

29

Oct. 3~

~
2H-{

378
593
358

656
213

26§@

3,848
2,149
2,934
2,208

1,717
1,602

i:46~
969

1,068

9509

823
421
662
774

350m
234

m
2137

236596 62384 115056 65



Da1ly19551and1ngs (pounds) of canner and market lobsters,

~~~fn~~a;~l~~~:~~o:a;~~~ ~~~~~;~/~~~.of lobsters

Date
1955

17
18

if
l?-U

25
26
27
28
29

2d§
31

Sept. 1

a
g

31-6

10,449
10,265
7,798
6,207

~'q~

2,423
1,955
1,581
1,565

2,086

10 ~
6

657
333
553

641

3m

820
561
595

7663m

1
i:~i6 10~
1,643 49

1,901 °
dfi ~$g

178

2,472 728
1,551 557
1,027 367

°12



Date
1955

Sept. i~ 1,~~ m
162,072 607
17 1,529 422
18
19 2,402 644

690
240
442
433

194
96

520
269

291,370

Oct. 3~ i:m
a I,m

28-47m

1,004

1004 220

l0697728607 39288 4513
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Growthotm8rkedlQbsters

The sIze dIstrIbutIons of the marked lobsters recovered In
Grpups I, II and III by two week perIods are listed In Tables VII,
VIII,andIXrespectlvely. It Is obvIous from these tables that the
lobsters recovered durIng the last half of the season were consIderably
larger than those taken durIng the first half. In Table X the data
are regrouped to show the sIze dIstrIbution and average sIze durIng
thefIrs,tand last halves of the season. The average growth In

;~~:~a~~ i:~~:\i~r ::~:~e~n~h;e~;:so~nm~~~~~: Zbe~~be~n~ ~~I8;s

i65~~ ~~~t~:~~;e6) ~~~I~~l:h~o~;i~;sh~;~ ~;o;~e1~:~5t~e~~~~ i~~~~;:
seconds (20 to 25%' and tha females 13.6 to 14.7 thIrty-seconds
(18 to 21.0%'. DurIng the 1955 season the males grew an additIonal

~9;~~~:~~t~i~~m~:~:~~~~hl~~: ~~:~~;Hn~:~Uri:~~t~i~m~::t
sizegroupsbutpercentagegro"thdeclinedwithsize.

From the average carapace lengths and equations. forTlgnlsh,
P.B.I.,lobstersrelatlngcarapacelengthtototallengthandto
"eIght It Is possIble to calculate the average carapace length,
total length and weIght of the lobsters when marked and recovered.
The data are gIven In Tables XII to XIV and summarIzed In Table XV.

~~n:~~, aI~~~f~J~e I*o~~i:~s l~~~~~e;~~ ~~~w o~~:~2~~5n I~a;:~:~~.
;~:r;~~ ;~~~t~~:e t~~~na~:inMh:o*~~;. ha#:e~; :~~w~~a;~~ ~~o~~ ;he
full year was 0.9"<36%' Incarapacelength,2.3"<33%' In total
length and·10.2 ounces (165%' In weIght. ThIs Is much faster growth
thanfound'l'\Prevlous markIng experIments.

unlikelyB~~l~~~wg;~w~~c~t~~I~~h~~ec;~~~~~:eie~~~~ i~b~t:i~g~~e
moult. UsIng thIs as a criterIon, It appears that 96(87%' of the

~;~c;~bSm~o~:~e~li~~~gl~~:t;~~\~~;f,,~~o;~~(~~~~~ ~t~ ~~~;~:~e
length' when marked, 7l%of those taken durIng the last half of the
~::~~nt~:dm~~~s:~l~~~~~g~;~:tc:~:~."lzerange (2t" to 3 3/16") to

The carapace lengthdlstributions of the lobsters when
marked and recovered are shown1nF1gure 3.
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Second half of season
Males Females Combined

1 1

£# ijf ~
093.9 0 86.8 0 90.6



3~8dll Males Females Combined

89

Second half of season
Males Females Combined

* ~ ~=103.0 =97.6 =101.3



Table X Continued.

Group III

Size First half of season Second half of season

3~r
Males Females Combined Males Females Combined

1 1

81
82

§a
§t 2

J4
§6

~
J

I
28

Ii IIit ~i t
1146

~n
iga 1 a
igt i a
ig6 7

~~~ f Ii
U2 5 Ii~~als
~ :rnm ~ ~ .dZ 6

277 203 17 ~
=92.7

:~~~=~:d
92.6lengths*93.2



Average carapace lengths lnthlrty-seconds of an lnch
of male and female lobsters markedandrecovereddurlng
(a)f1rstha1fofseason,(b)lastha1fofseason,(c)
complete season, and the percentage growth.

AverageC.L.whenmarked 70 74 78 70 74 78

AverageC.L.f1rsthalfofseason87.6 89.3 93.2 84.7 87.6 91.8

jlgrowthbetweenseasons 25.2 20.7 19.5 18.4 17.7

AveragaC.L.1asthalfofseason 94.4103.5108.0 87.3 98.3104.4

jlgrowthwlthlnseason 7.8 15.9 15.9 3.1 13.7

Tota1j1growthforyear 34.9 39.9 38.5 24.7 32.8 33.8

~~~~~~e~.L. of all lobsters
88.8 92.3 95.4 85.2 88.3 92.8

jlgrowthofa111obsters
26.8 247 223 217 19 3recovered

Slzegroup

254 '9092119 1093

Carapace length In 1/32" 70 74 78 70 74 7876.11=
2.378"

I~;~~;ated total length - 6.33 6.67 7.00 6.80 7.16 6.918"

Ca1cu1atedwelght-grams 130.2-155.5184.2138.7163.2190.6 174.52gm.
= 6.156 oz.



Averagecarapacelength,totallengthandweightof
:~e~a~~~df;:~::r~o~~~~:~~edduring 1955 season,

Combined
~

Siz~ group

Carapace length
inl/32"

Calculated total
length-inches

:a~~~;:ted weight

38 102326 1,.1 11,.3 220

88.892.395.1,. 85.2 88.3 92.892.1,.1,.=
2.888"

7.918.208.1,.6 7.80 8.08 8.1,.9 8.320"

285.9321,..2357.021,.9.2275.7320.0322.25gm.­
11.367 oz.

~~~:~el~~~~~~~er;~~~:~~dt~~~in~e~;~ ~~~w~ig~Mf 110
season,malesandfemalescomblned.

Combined
~

7 21 1,.9 6 17

~~rm~~ length 91,..1,.103.5 108.0 87.3 98.1 101,..1,. k~~~:' =

Calculated total 8.389.11,. 9.517.99 8.969.539.238"
length-inches

:a~~~;:ted weight 31,.2.5 1,.61.2 527.0 279.0 372.2 1,.53.0 ~:3~~ ~::=



Summaryofgrowthlncarapacelength,totellength,
and "elght. Malesandfemalescomblned.

CarapaceL. TotalL. =~ lnches

Average size when marked 2.38 6.92

~=~~:~~e~1ze all lobsters 2.89 8.32

0.51 5.21

'!-growth 21,4 84.5

t::~a~:1;1~~ ~;a;~~sters 3.24 9.24 16.35

Total,!-gro"thforyear 36.1 165.5

.. InnmAn'I-J'?t~DiitiID:rlobsters

Thepunchmarksaremuchlessconsp1cuQusthanthecarapace
tags and are unl1kelytobe noticed by the flshermen. Vlrtually
all the marked lobsters recovered were found by trained observer5

;~a:o~8~~~~a~:8~~o;~;~~~~ ;:n~~dw~~:e~~~~l~~~~~e~~bS~~~ ;~;s
caught 15 notava11able. How8ver,thegeneralareaofrecapture
can be determlned from the known area fished by each of the boats.

movemenina;e~~~a~a~~:dmr~~:~e~~~st~~st~~o87g ;~~o~:~:d~amrM:6'!-l
weretakenbyP.E.I.fishermen,theremalnderbyN.B.flshermen.
NonewerefoundnorthofWestPolnt,P.E.I.,orRlchlbuct.oCepe,

~~:~,ge~ ~~u~~eo~a~~~~ ~~~:~;~sP~~~~~~r~~ ;;~;:rt;~~~ ~;l~gm~~~'Bay
boats--thatlsboatsflshlngfromWestPolnt,P.E.I.,toCape
Egmont,P.E.I.

RetlJrnsfrom1954tagg1ng

Of the 998 non-eggbearlng female lobsters tagged OCtober
6to8,1954,atotalof253(25.4'!-l"erereturneddur1ngthe1955
~~~~~~.lnT~:b~;ziv~:str1bUtionSof those tagged and recovered are

ThedallytagreturnsfromthlstagglngareshownlnTable
XVII. The tag returns byflshlng ports are shownlnTableXVIII.
The dlstences moved by these lobsters are shownlnTableXIX In
lntervalsofonenauticalmlle. None of the tagged lobsters moved
over 25 mlles and 95,!-"ere caughtwlthln15mlles of the polnt of

~n:~~ti~~; r;~~r~~~r~:~a~~~;~a~~~n~;s;~~ch~~;~~a~:~ i~
2
F~~~;;c~~



F1gure4.
~~~~b~~r6_8~1~~54~fa~~b~~~~~t~~:~ed
August 10 to October 5, 1955.



Tot~~ ~:~gth Offshore Combined Offshore Combined

23 19 36 4

21\- 256 485 52 69.

25 176 146 46 42

26 63 63 32

6

4 0 1 1

498 500 124 129 253
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Dally tag returns durlng 1955 season from lobsters
l1beratedlnEgmontBay, October 6-8, 1954.

2 1 3

5

3
21
10
12

7

~
6
f
9

16

299

12
4
5

~

f~
ia
15
16
17
18

if
~a
25
26
27
28
29
30 2 3
31 3 3
10-15 1. 1 ~

~¥::"~t~'P~".....n --""]2'----"1....' _...£,22,_
AuguSJi 100 109

Total
S me



Return in 1955 by port of landing of tags liberated
inEgmontBay,October6-8,1951+.

Inshore Offshore Total
liberation liberation return

AbramsVillage,P.E.I.
RockyPoint,P.E.I.
CapeEgmont,P.E.I.
lIontCarmel,P.l!t.I.
HigginsWharf,P.E.I.
CapeWolfe,P.E.I.
Campbellton,P.E.I.
BraeHarbor,P.E.I.
WestPoint,P.E.I.
CapeBald,N.B.
DupuisCorner,N.B.
LittleCape,N.B.
RobichaudOffice,N.B.
CaissieCape,N.B.
CocagneCape,N.B.
BreauVillage,N.B.
Cormierville,N.B.
RichibuctoCape,N.B.
Shediac,N.B.
BourgeoisOffice,N.B.

~t ~~~~~sN·~:B.

1+2
1+

J
~
6
~
3

i
121+(21+.9,1\) 129(25.8%)

89
6

27
3
3

~
23

H
3
9

~
5

I
1+

253(25.1+%)

Nautical
~

i~t
1+-5
5-6
6-7

t~

i~:~~
12-13

No. of
lobsters

12
6

21+
31+
21+
32
23

9
8
5

16

~6

Nautical
miles

No. of
~

253



Returns from 1955 tagging

a totalO~ft~775?~5:4~~e~e~~b~;~~;t~;~~r~~~n:u~~:tA~g~~t610lf~5,
October 5, 1955, season. The size distribution of those re­
captured is shown in Table xx by sex and by sub areas. Returns
by sex and subarea are summarized in Table XXI. Dallyreturns
by sub areas are given in Table XXII. Returns by sub areas
tagged and port of landing are given in Table XXIII.

conditi~~ ~~\~~Vi~~~t;~~mt~~~;m~~~~~~ ~~~~n~~c~~~eJh~nS~~;l
Egmont Bay area during late August and early September. The poor
September returns from this tagging suggest that some of the tags
were lost during this second moult.

In addition to the 277 EgmontBay tags from the 1955

~~gf;~~~sf~~~l~:~s(H~mHi~ei~~5~h:;~Tm~s~nJa~~;~~sw~~n~t(~)~d
~#98i)1f~:b~~: ~§a~26a~dhd5~~~~i~~da~~9~~~.mo~~~ ~:~;~l~;~ tag
(#1>7400) from the 195311iminegash tagging were submitted from
Shediac. These were reported to be caught in September 1953 and
1955 respectively.



Totallengthdistribution(cm.) of male and female lobs tars
raturnedduringAugust 10-0ctober 5, 1955, season from
those tagged August 4-6, 1955.

16 3 1 3 5 4 19 4 4 4 4

31 6 4 5 7 9 20 4 5 6 5

48 11 11 8 10 8 21 3 5

34 8 5 6 8 22 1 3 1 3 2

22 4 6 2 3 23 2 4 3 3 2

14 3 8 24

8 2 25

6 1 1 26

27

28

185 39 33 27 43 43 15 18 192218

Sub
~s IoIales ~:~~~~:d Combined %Return

30 43 15 58 58.0

71 29 43 61

62 38

65 35

72 28 100 39 18 57 27•0
340 160 500 185 92 277 55.4



Aug. Sllbarea Sept. Subarea

1 ­
- 11 -

5 22

season 586146 5557



Return of tags 1n 1955 from August 4-6, 1955,
EgmontBaytagg1ngbysubareasandportofland1ng.

AbramsVlllage,P.E.I.
RockyPo1nt,P.E.I.
CapeBgmont,P.E.I.
lo!ontCarmel,P.E.I.
H1gg1nsWharf,P.E.I.
BraeHarbor,P.E.I.
WestPo1nt,P.E.I.
CapeBald,N.B.
Dupu1sCorner,N.B.
L1ttleCape,N.B.
Rob1chaudOffice,N.B.
BreauV1llage,N.B.
Po1nteduChene,N.B.
Bourgeo1sOffice,N.B.
Unknown

58 61 46 5557

~b
54

~b
14

4
29
14
3
9

!
~~;;~~;~ ~~o:a~~$a ~~b~~55~ actually caught and the number that

51nce only a fract1onof the lobsters caught 1nthe general
v1c1nityofEgmontBaycouldbeexam1ned,the870markedlobsters
recovered represent only a fract1onof those actually caught dur1ng
the 1955 season. Fromthelobsterslanded,thefractionexam1ned

:~~et~~en:~~i ~~~:~k~~u~~~~ f~~~dth:n36t~~:~;;~~h~~~eo~~ ~~ti-
AbramsV1llageandRockyPo1nt, the dallyland1ngs of canner and
marketlobsters,thewe1ghtofcannersandmarketsexam1nedeach
day and the number of marked canner and market lobsters found are
recorded 1nTable V together w1th weekly sub totals. Although
only a few market lobsters were exam1neddur1ng thef1rstweek,

;~~~~e~stg~o~~~~~e~~:et~:~e;~~ r~~2AV~~ci ~~~~idd;~~~:e~~e
f1rsttwoweeks of the season. Incalculat1ngthecatchofmarked
lobsters by these boats canners only are cons1dered for this two
weekper1od. Calculat1ngfromtheweeklytotals of lobsters
landed,exam1nedandmarkedlobstersfound,1t1sest1matedthat

~~~:ef~~a~~eci6g~~a~;9~1~~~~:do;~b~r~:m~~1~p;h~r:e~~~~;nt:~m~~ar
Table VI. 51mllarcalculat1ons1nd1catethattheseboatscaught
an add1tional 307 marked lobsters.

At other P.E.I. ports few marked lobsters were found and
exam1nat1onwasnotcont1nuousthroughouttheseason. Atthese
ports thewe1ghtexam1nedand the number found are related to



corresrondingdata from Abrams Village and Rocky Point for the same
period to determine the relative abundance of marked lobsters in
each area. The relative abundance is thenre1atedtotota11andings
in both areas and the estimated catch of marked lobsters by Abrams
Village and Rocky Point boats to estimate the catch of marked
lobsters at the various ports. In these calculations the canner
~~~~i~:~ ~~Z;a~~;e~g~s are not separated. The data are

Summary of data used to calculate number of marked
lobsterscaughtatfourP.E.I.ports.

Brae
Harbour

~:~;ns ,",ont Carmel

Aug. 17- Sept. 2-28 All season Aug. 19-
Sept. 30 Sept. 23

12,883 7,342 50,640 12,661

1:17.8

165,327

Poundsexam1ned
sameperlodat
Abrams Village 94,117

No. marked found
sameperlodat
Abrams Village

Abundance of
marked lobsters
relative to
~~~:ms Village

50,101

78

1:3.8

73,000 56,308

70,119

1:51.4

107,785

Estimate of

~~~~~d lobsters ~x~=43-M1X~.89~X9-10~=10

The estimated total catch of marked lobsters at all P.E.I.
ports is as follows:

1392
307

43

Jg
1851



Since reliable figuresbnthe total landings by ports in
N.B.arenotavallable,theN.B.catchofmarkedlobsterscannot
be estimated in this way. Of the 253 tags returned in 1955 from
the 1954 tagging, 96 <37.9%) werecaughtbyN.B. boats. This

~~~i%a~~st~~aioi~~ ~:Z~h~~~e~o~~b~~~:LC:~~h~.~~ ~~~t;: r;l::esent
estimated total catch is therefore 2981 marked lobsters. From the

~:~~~;~:~dt~:~r~~:s:e~~gi ~~b:~;r:"~~~~h;~bm8sp~~~~;~re~hi;ti;s
about18:Cless than the 2586 pounds the 6716 lobsters were
estimated to weigh when llberated. For comparative purposes, the
~~~:r~:~O~n~fr:~~;:~:~~ weight was used for both the lobsters

i~~ic:d~~~:H:~5~i~~~~:~~:E~d~~~:~~~e~t~~e:~:~:~k::T~~:
lobsters avallable at the start of the season. On this basis,
5,381(80.1$) of the lobsters marked in 1954 survived to the start
of the 1955 season. Of these, 2400escapedthe1955f1sheryand"'~r~~~~~~r;~;~i~~ i~~~;~i>~::~~~:;~~~t~~~:~~~55;;;~~n,
the 1956 catch should amount to 1050 marked lobsters weighing
1575 pounds. Of the 6716 lobsters which weighed 2586 pounds when
llberatedin1954,itisestimatedthat403lwouldberecaptured
in the 1955 and 1956 seasons. These would weigh 3693 pounds or
43:Cmore than the total weight llberated.

G'eneralinformationonnumberofboatsfishing, number
of traps set and lost, weight of lobsters landed is recorded in
TableXXVforseveralP.E.I.ports.lnthistable,"onandoff
the area" refers to the area tagged in 1955.

The 1955 landings for the 63 Abrams Vlllage area boats
were reported to be the highest since 1942. The plants could not
cope with the unusually heavy landings during the first week of
~~eA~~~~~\~~d lost about 5,000 pounds of lobsters on the week-end

Four total catches of lobsters were measured at Abrams
Y;l;::a~~~e~n~naia~~~eM~~nt. The information on these catches



!~
~~~~ ~ ~ I~ ~'c;
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~::"~;:~eO~g~~~~: ~~~~~~\~:;~;:~e~t2~~r~~55~l1lage

No.
trap No. of lobsters

Date haulsShortsCannersllarketsComb1nedBerr1ed

Abf.ams V1l~a ge A~g. ~ ~6 i~

" 6 20 2mii;:m in
Av totallength1ncm. Av we1ght1npQunds
All Legal

s1zess1ze Markets only Shorts Canners Markets

AbramsVlllage20.6121.19 1.04

1955 - 24.05 0.40 0.52 1.14

F1shermen 1ntheEgmontBayareawlll1ngly landed short
lobsters formark1ngpurposesandco-operated lnthe return of
marked and tagged lobsters. DealersandbuyersonboththeP.E.I.
andN.B.s1desofd1str1ctIl8readllymadethe1rbooksavallable

~!~~m~i:~~~~;m:~Hm~~!:;tmm~~t~!:;:~~y:~:~hm:~~:~he
of lobster tags.

These1nd1v1dualscontr1buted1nnosmallmeasuretothe
success of theexper1mentand the1rass1stance 15 gratefully
acknowledged.
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