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Ways to protect  

a red flag applicant’s identity  

When you apply for an emergency prohibition order or an emergency limitations on 

access order, there are ways that your identity or the identity of anyone you know 

can be protected.  When you make a “red flag” law application, the person the  

order is against will not be notified of the application and will not be present at the 

hearing. The person subject to the order will only be notified of the order if the judge 

grants it. The judge may also decide to close the hearing to public and media. 

You can apply to the court to have information identifying you or anyone you know 

removed from documents for any period, or sealed for the length of the emergency 

order. The court will determine whether this is needed to protect you or anyone  

you know.   

During an emergency order, the court can set another hearing for a longer order.  

If they do, the person will be notified and may be present for it. If identifying 

information was protected during the emergency order, it will continue to be 

protected at least until the hearing for the longer order is complete. 

If the court had permanently removed identifying information, it will  

remain removed.   



Anyone can apply for access to removed or sealed information, or change how the 

information is protected, such as by changing how long the information is protected 

for. The court may choose to accept or deny the application.  

For more information on red flag laws and these protections, contact your local 

court. Learn more about “red flag” laws and how they can help prevent firearms 

violence: Canada.ca/red-flag-laws  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Aussi disponible en français sous le titre :  

Des façons de protéger l’identité d’un demandeur 

Also available in an accessible, digital format online:  

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/rd-flg-prtctn/index-en.aspx  
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