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Top obstacles expected by businesses over the next 3 months

Inflation Recruiting skilled Fluctuations in
4-| 'I‘V employees Cost of inputs Cost of insurance consumer demand
o
26.4% 26.3% 26.2% 23.4%

Labour-related obstacles

businesses expect over the next
three months

Percentage of businesses

Recruiting skilled
employees 3 2604%

Retaining skilled E '
employees ﬂﬂ. @ ]8-8%

Shortage of
labour force

17.1%

Nearly two-fifths of
businesses expect to increase
their average wages over the
next 12 months

Percentage
of businesses
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Higher 39 3%
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Similar 44.5%
wages J

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Survey on Business Conditions, fourth quarter of 2025.
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Nearly two-thirds of businesses
are optimistic about the next

12 months
20.7%
Very optimistic
20% <ty
Don't know .

Percentage

4.9% -of businesses Q 45 6%
Very pessimistic Somewnhat
optimistic

17.0%

Somewhat
pessimistic

Over one-third of businesses
reported that interest rates had a
medium or high impact on their
business over the last 12 months

Percentage of businesses

High impact ]4.8%

Medium impact 22.7%

Low impact "\\\ 25.1%
No impact "\\ 23.4%
Unsure of impact "9\\ ]4.0%
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