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UNCLASSIFIED / NON CLASSIFIÉ 

We issue Ship Safety Bulletins for the marine community.  Visit our Website at www.tc.gc.ca/ssb-bsn  

to view existing bulletins and to sign up to receive e-mail notices of new ones. 

 

 

  

 

Subject: 

 

Measuring tonnage measurement depth (TMD) of Canadian 

vessels less than 24 m in length (L) 

 

 

Scope  
 

This bulletin applies to Canadian vessels that are less than 24m long.  

 

Purpose  
 

This bulletin explains how to measure tonnage measurement depth (TMD) when there’s a notch or 

any other discontinuity in the keel at the middle of the tonnage measurement length (TML).  

 

Background  
 
“Tonnage measurement depth (TMD)” is defined in paragraph 3.2.7.1 of TP 13430 (Standard for the 

Tonnage Measurement of Vessels) as the depth of a vessel measured at the middle of the tonnage 

measurement length (TML) from the top edge of the upper deck at the side of the vessel to the 

bottom of the keel.  

 

What you need to know  
 

Transport Canada has learned that some shipowners have tried to minimize their vessels’ tonnage by 

making a notch in a keel, because they think this affects the tonnage measurement depth (TMD). 

 

To resolve this issue, we want to clarify how Transport Canada measures tonnage measurement 

depth (TMD). 
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If there is a notch or any other discontinuity in the keel at the middle of the tonnage measurement 

length (TML), measure the tonnage measurement depth (TMD) to the continuation of the line 

representing the bottom of the keel (projected line corresponding to the line of keel). 

 

We will add this clarification to: 

 

• TP 13533 A Guide for Tonnage Measurers, Part 14 – Interpretations and Rulings, and 
• Form 4A - Simplified method of tonnage measurement (Form 85-0405) 

 

If you’re planning to modify your vessel, talk to an appointed tonnage measurer or Transport Canada 

to understand how it might affect how you use your vessel. 

 

 

https://wwwapps.tc.gc.ca/Corp-Serv-Gen/5/forms-formulaires/search/results?Keywords=&FormNumber=85-0405&TransportationMode=&Format=&ResultView=Submit
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/appointed-tonnage-measurers-canada
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation-regions

