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Section 1—General Information Management and 

Recordkeeping News Around the World 

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) News 

Highlights 

New information management tools from the Government Record Branch 

The GVT Overview is a foundational document that explains how to leverage Library and 

Archives Canada’s Generic Valuation Tools (GVTs) to support government recordkeeping. The 

new Guidelines on Documented Disposition of Records provide advice to departmental officials 

on establishing and implementing disposition processes for all records. Work continues on the 

GVT renewal process, and the Legal Services GVT has been updated. This GVT helps Government 

of Canada institutions identify and manage records related to legal activities, such as providing 

legal advice, drafting legislation, and supporting litigation. 

Canada’s National Action Plan on Open Government 2025–2029 

LAC plays a supporting but important role, mainly tied to transparency, access to information, 

and preservation of government records. Open government depends on well-managed archives, 

which is LAC’s core mandate. While LAC isn’t the policy lead for the Open Government Plan, it 

provides critical support as Canada’s national archives. By preserving records, improving access, 

and digitizing information, LAC enables the transparency, accountability, and public 

participation that the plan is built on. 

General News 

Library and Archives Canada 2026–2027 Departmental Plan 

The plan sets out LAC’s priorities, strategies, and planned resources for the 2026–2027 fiscal 

year and the following two years. It builds on LAC’s Vision 2030 and places users at the centre of 

its programs and services. 

Evaluation of Public Services: Online Access (2019–2020 to 2023–2024) 

The evaluation assessed how well LAC was providing online access to its collections and services 

as part of its Public Services Program, looking at progress toward goals, user experience, 

coordination within the institution, and resource use.  

The Day Schools Project is complete 

LAC is pleased to announce the successful completion of the Day Schools Project, a mass 

digitization and description initiative involving records relating to Federal Indian Day Schools and 

their legacy. LAC also developed a suite of research tools to help Survivors, their families, and 

https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/services/government/information-disposition/management.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/services/government/information-disposition/management/generic-valuation-tools/overview.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/services/government/information-disposition/management/guidelines/documented-disposition-records.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/services/government/information-disposition/management/generic-valuation-tools/internal-services/legal-services.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/government-wide-reporting-spending-operations/trust-transparency/about-open-government/national-action-plan-open-government/canada-nationa-action-plan-open-government-2025-2029.html
https://canada-preview.adobecqms.net/en/library-archives/corporate/transparency/reports-publications/departmental-plans/2026-2027.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/corporate/transparency/reports-publications/audits-evaluations/evaluation-public-services-online-access.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/corporate/about-us/strategies-initiatives/indigenous-documentary-heritage/day-schools-project.html
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researchers locate documents related to day schools. Although the project has concluded, its 

legacy lives on through the 5.7 million pages now available through Collection search. 

 

Download the booklet: https://bac-lac.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1581781925 

 

Canada News 

Government of Canada AI Register  

The dataset on the Government of Canada’s Open Data Portal is part of the Government of 

Canada AI Register, which publicly lists how federal departments are using or testing artificial 

intelligence systems. The register is intended to increase transparency and accountability by 

documenting AI projects used across government programs and services. 

Inside the Canadian Museum of History’s experiment with artificial intelligence 

The Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau is experimenting with artificial intelligence tools to 

improve how visitors interact with exhibits and historical objects. The museum has launched a 

pilot AI chatbot called MUSEO, designed to answer questions and provide explanations about 

artifacts in exhibitions. 

Archiving the Black Canadian experience 

A panel featuring speakers from organizations including Black History Manitoba and the Black 

Canadian Experience Centre discussed efforts to collect, preserve, and share Black cultural 

heritage. The goal is to fill gaps in Canada’s documentary heritage and make Black histories 

more visible and accessible to researchers and the public. 

Documentary Heritage Communities Program funding cut: Association of Canadian Archivists call to 

action 

The Documentary Heritage Communities Program, a funding program run by LAC, has been 

permanently discontinued due to federal budget cuts. The Association’s board is protesting the 

decision and issued a “call to action” encouraging archivists, researchers, and supporters to 

contact their MPs and advocate for restoring the program. 

British Columbia—Common Schedules for Approval: Routine Information Schedules—for consultation 

The PDF is a draft routine information schedule from the Government of British Columbia’s 

records management framework. It proposes how long various types of routine government 

records should be kept before being destroyed. It was released for public consultation as part of 

updating information schedules that govern recordkeeping practices. 

2026 Review of the Privacy Act: Policy Approaches 

https://bac-lac.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1581781925?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWWFJbGVUQ2UxazNGbEhOdnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR64iUhyMWkUc--cNLk7AZx4QzTpnJxH6Ia6mb-ZPKiz1C2KjywhGRKMYm4Oag_aem_jQE28748eyPrawUoT5TxIg
https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/fcbc0200-79ba-4fa4-94a6-00e32facea6b
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-inside-the-canadian-museum-of-historys-experiment-with-artificial/
https://news.uwinnipeg.ca/archiving-the-black-canadian-experience/
https://archivists.ca/Latest-News-Announcements/13594700
https://archivists.ca/Latest-News-Announcements/13594700
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/services-policies-for-government/information-management-technology/records-management/consultation-schedules/cs_routine_schedule_draft_final.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/access-information-privacy/access-information/privacy-act-modernization-policy-approaches/2026-review-privacy-act-policy-approaches.html
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The Canadian federal government is exploring how to modernize privacy law for a data-driven 

world, moving from a narrow, now outdated framework to one that protects rights more 

robustly, enables smarter government use of data, reflects modern realities like digital services, 

and respects Indigenous data sovereignty. 

Global News 

Haiti  

The archival collection of Le Nouvelliste submitted to UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register 

The Haitian government has formally put forward the historical archives of Le Nouvelliste for 

consideration to be added to UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register, aiming to secure 

international recognition and protection for this important documentary collection.  

France 

(French) Le SEDA fête ses 20 printemps ! 

SEDA (Standard d’échange de données pour l’archivage) is a standardized format that enables 

the secure exchange, transfer, and long-term preservation of digital archives between 

institutions. The piece celebrates SEDA as a foundational standard in digital archiving, 

emphasizing its long-term role in enabling reliable, interoperable, and sustainable preservation 

of digital records in France. 

New Zealand 

Hundreds of previously classified MFAT files released to the public 

The release of files by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) adds to earlier 

declassification efforts involving hundreds more files and is intended to support research, 

historical understanding, and public accountability by opening records that were previously 

restricted. The release shows how governments use recordkeeping systems to enable 

accountability over time.  

Scotland 

National Records of Scotland—Strategy 2025–2026 to 2030–2031 

The plan is built around five strategic outcomes: a future-ready national archive; enriched lives 

and informed debate; upholding democratic rights; empowered and skilled people; long-term 

organizational sustainability. It focuses on preserving Scotland’s official records and statistics, 

making them accessible, and supporting democratic processes by providing trusted information 

about Scotland’s people and history. 

United Kingdom and Ireland 

Generally Recognised Standards for use in the data protection purpose “archiving purposes in the public 

interest”  

https://lenouvelliste.com/en/article/265024/le-fonds-darchives-du-nouvelliste-soumis-au-registre-memoire-du-monde-de-lunesco
https://francearchives.gouv.fr/fr/actualite/1145182626
https://www.archives.govt.nz/about-us/whats-new/hundreds-of-previously-classified-mfat-files-released-to-the-public
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/publications/national-records-of-scotland-strategy-202526-203031/
https://www.archives.org.uk/generally-recognised-standards
https://www.archives.org.uk/generally-recognised-standards
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The page explains a project to develop “generally recognized standards” for handling personal 

data in archives, specifically for “archiving in the public interest.” These standards are being 

created in response to new UK data protection legislation. 

South Korea 

South Korea relaunches truth commission with focus on adoption fraud 

The article demonstrates a case of systemic failures in recordkeeping: inaccurate, manipulated, 

inaccessible, and poorly governed records enabled harm and now complicate justice. It shows 

that good information management is essential not just for efficiency but for human rights, 

accountability, and truth. 

 

Section 2—Events 
Notice: The following is the most recent information available as of the date of publication. 

Meetings, conferences and virtual seminars 

Conference, June 8–12, 2026, Paris (France) 

International Archives Week 2026: Archives for Justice—Rights, Memory & Futures  

Conference, June 10–11, 2026, New Taipei City (Taiwan) 

Archives Management—Digital Governance and Smart Services 

Webinar, June 24, 2026 

Efficiency by Design: Stories of Process Management in Libraries and Archives 

Conference, July 20–23, 2026, Boston (USA)  

IS&T Archiving 2026 

Conference, July 29–August 1, 2026, New Orleans (USA) 

 Archives*Records 2026 

Conference, August 5–7, 2026, Glasgow (UK) 

ARA Annual Conference 2026 (Archives & Records Association UK & Ireland)  

Conference, September 8–10, 2026, Coimbra (Portugal) 

ICA/SUV 2026 Annual International Conference and Fifth Workshop on Scientific Archives 

Conference, October 13, 2026, Sydney (Australia) 

https://halifax.citynews.ca/2026/02/26/south-korea-relaunches-truth-commission-with-focus-on-adoption-fraud/
https://www.ica.org/international-archives-week-2026-archives-for-justice-rights-memory-futures/
https://www.ica.org/event/deadline-call-for-papers-international-conference-on-archives-management-digital-governance-and-smart-services/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nicheacademy.com/webinar-efficiency-by-design-stories-of-process-management-in-libraries-and-archives
https://www.imaging.org/IST/Conferences/Archiving/Archiving2026/Archiving2026_Home.aspx
https://www2.archivists.org/am2026/program/calls/program-proposals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.archives.org.uk/news/ara-conference-2026-venue-dates-call-for-papers?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cfe.uc.pt/agenda/conferencia-internacional-anual-ica-suv-2026-e-quinto-workshop-sobre-arquivos-cientificos/
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Interrogating the archive: First Nations perspectives 

Conference, October 25–28, 2026, Savannah (USA) 

 ARMA InfoCon 2026 

Section 3—Current Developments 

Products and Tools 

Canada (Quebec) 

(French) Conservation des documents sur support d’origine : Lignes directrices concernant la 

numérisation de substitution (PDF) 

In Quebec, public bodies must obtain authorization from Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du 

Québec before destroying original inactive documents after digitization. The guidelines are 

mainly intended for public organizations but can be used by any group undertaking digitization 

projects. They help identify which documents should be kept in their original form and build on 

existing archival evaluation frameworks, also drawing on international practices. 

International 

Guidelines for Audiovisual Resources in Libraries and Other Institutions 2026 

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions has updated and finalized a 

revised set of Guidelines for Audiovisual Resources in Libraries and Other Institutions. The 

revised guidelines provide internationally accepted recommendations on managing audiovisual 

and multimedia materials, including standards for collection development, description, access, 

preservation, equipment, and services across diverse library and cultural heritage institutions. 

Netherlands 

Working with hard-to-share data?  

Three guidebooks have been developed through a project called “Beyond Personal Data” to help 

address the challenges of working with data that cannot be easily shared. The guidebooks offer 

practical guidance on when and how sensitive or “hard-to-share” data can be shared 

responsibly, balancing openness with ethical responsibility. 

United States 

Montana State University Library offers new tool to help libraries with AI use 

The tool helps librarians and institutions decide whether and how to adopt AI in ways that align 

with their values. Libraries are increasingly experimenting with AI but need guidance to avoid 

harm and ensure responsible use. This tool positions libraries as leaders in thoughtful, ethical 

tech adoption, rather than just rapid adopters. 

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/interrogating-archive-first-nations-perspectives
https://arma.org/armaconferences?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.banq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/2026-03/conservation_support_origine.pdf
https://www.banq.qc.ca/sites/default/files/2026-03/conservation_support_origine.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/news/guidelines-for-audiovisual-resources-in-libraries-and-other-institutions-2026/
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/news/working-with-hard-to-share-data/
https://www.montana.edu/news/25130/montana-state-university-library-offers-new-tool-to-help-libraries-with-ai-use
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Scotland 

British Library selects Preservica for large-scale digital preservation program 

Preservica will provide a secure, cloud-based platform to store, manage, and preserve the 

library’s vast and growing digital collections (including e-books, websites, audio, journals, and 

digitized heritage materials). The system is designed to handle petabyte-scale data and ensure 

long-term accessibility and integrity of digital content for future generations. 

Projects and Initiatives  

Global 

ISO/PAS 25955:2026—Information and documentation—Technical interoperability—Data 

Documentation Initiative 

Its main purpose is to describe shared, interoperable features across the Data Document 

Initiative suite of standards for documenting data—especially metadata for social, behavioural, 

and economic data and data integration across domains. It provides common terminology, 

structures, and models (e.g., for variables, value domains, and life cycle stages) that support 

technical interoperability, meaning that different systems and tools can understand and 

exchange data documentation consistently. 

Canada 

OCUL advances AI and machine learning initiative with major project milestones 

The Ontario Council of University Libraries (OCUL) update highlights significant progress across 

its AI initiative. This includes major technical advances in key pilot projects, such as improved 

large-scale OCR and metadata generation for government documents and a fully functional, 

high-accuracy audio-to-text transcription pipeline, alongside continued development of AI 

chatbots and the launch of a new accessibility-focused project.  

India 

We are digitising and preserving ancient manuscripts to safeguard our heritage for future generations: 

PM Modi 

The government has launched the Gyan Bharatam Mission, which uses modern technology to 

digitize manuscripts and preserve them using scientific methods (e.g., high-quality scanning, 

conservation techniques). The initiative reflects a national effort to use digital technology to 

rescue, preserve, and share India’s historical knowledge, ensuring that fragile and often 

neglected manuscripts are not lost. 

United States 

How it started/How it’s going: 25 years of web archiving at the Library of Congress 

https://www.scotlandnews.net/news/278901741/british-library-selects-preservica-for-large-scale-digital-preservation-program
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:pas:25955:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:pas:25955:ed-1:v1:en
https://ocul.on.ca/ai-machine-learning-initiative-update-feb-2026
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/we-are-digitising-and-preserving-ancient-manuscripts-to-safeguard-our-heritage-for-future-generations-pm-modi20260331123856/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/we-are-digitising-and-preserving-ancient-manuscripts-to-safeguard-our-heritage-for-future-generations-pm-modi20260331123856/
https://netpreserveblog.wordpress.com/2026/03/11/how-it-started-how-its-going-25-years-of-web-archiving-at-the-library-of-congress/
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The article highlights a presentation about 25 years of web archiving at the Library of Congress, 

celebrating how the program has grown from a small pilot into a significant initiative to preserve 

web history and sharing resources for deeper insight. 

 

Section 4—Selected Readings and Recordings 

Articles, Studies, Reports/Surveys and Presentations 

International 

Journal: With and Against the Grain: Creative Dialogues with Broadcast Archives 

This issue brings together a range of editorial pieces, essays, research articles, and creative 

contributions that explore how broadcast archives can be used and reimagined beyond standard 

archival research. Contributions come from scholars, archivists, and media practitioners. 

International 

Article: Automating the Past: Artificial Intelligence and the Next Frontiers of Digital History 

The article explores how artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning are reshaping digital 

history research by offering powerful, accessible tools for historians and heritage professionals. 

It argues that AI techniques—such as automated text analysis, pattern recognition, and data 

mining—can enable new kinds of historical inquiry, including processing large archival corpora, 

uncovering patterns not visible through traditional methods, and supporting cost-effective 

research workflows. 

Australia  

Report: Galleries, Libraries, Archives and Museums help build communities resilient to misinformation 

The article from the Australian Academy of the Humanities argues that galleries, libraries, 

archives, and museums (GLAM institutions) play a crucial role in helping communities resist 

misinformation and build resilience in the digital age. GLAM institutions are trusted sources of 

knowledge and culture, and they help people understand, question, and contextualize 

information, which is essential for countering misinformation.  

International 

Article: Making museum research more visible: Open Access in the GLAM sector 

The article examines how Open Access (OA), which has transformed academic publishing, can be 

applied to museum research, using the Science Museum Group as a case study. Ultimately, OA 

can help museums and the wider GLAM sector to become more open, transparent, and 

accessible, but it also requires rethinking research, infrastructure, and how knowledge is defined 

and shared. 

https://viewjournal.eu/32/volume/14/issue/28
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/full/10.3366/ijhac.2026.0361
https://humanities.org.au/power-of-the-humanities/galleries-libraries-archives-and-museums-help-build-communities-resilient-to-misinformation/
https://journal.sciencemuseum.ac.uk/article/making-museum-research-more-visible-open-access-in-the-glam-sector/#abstract
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Social Media (blogs, videos, podcasts)  

 

Podcast: Colonial Legacies and Digital Heritage with Kate Simpson 

This article is a podcast-based discussion with digital humanities scholar Kate Simpson, focusing 

on how digital heritage is shaped by colonial histories and power structures. The bottom line? 

Digital heritage is not neutral; it can either reproduce colonial power structures or help 

decolonize knowledge, depending on who controls the tools, data, and narratives. 

Blog: Why Information Governance Fails and How Harmony Fixes It 

Information governance fails when it focuses only on control and ignores how people actually 

use information. “Harmony” fixes this by combining governance, usability, and AI, turning 

records from static archives into active, trusted assets for decision-making. 

Blog: Transition of Information Governance from: “System of Records” to “System of Engagement” 

Organizations must move from treating records as passive archives to active, AI-enabled assets. 

By combining strong governance with real-time usability, they can unlock faster insights, better 

decisions, and greater trust in their information. 

(French) Podcast: Archivistica - Épisode 04 – Valoriser le matrimoine aux archives départementales de 

l’Aude—Carole Renard 

The episode discusses archives as a shared space where both women and men have left their 

mark, while emphasizing that women’s contributions have often been overlooked. It proposes 

replacing the term “heritage” with “cultural inheritance” to better highlight marginalized 

legacies, including women’s heritage (matrimoine) and queer heritage—concepts aimed at 

making these histories more visible. 

 

Books 
Siegel, Jacob. The Information State: Politics in the Age of Total Control, 2026 

The book argues that the modern fight against disinformation has itself become a tool for 

suppressing legitimate dissent. It claims that systems originally built to protect society, 

especially after 9/11, have evolved into a powerful “information state” where governments and 

tech companies collaborate to monitor, influence, and control public opinion. 

(French) Guillerm, Yann, and Marie-Odile Mergnac. Archives départementales mode d’emploi, édition 

2026, 2026 

https://www.diggitmagazine.com/colonial-legacies-and-digital-heritage-kate-simpson
https://www.rimpa.com.au/resource/im-blog-why-information-governance-fails-and-how-harmony-fixes-it.html
https://www.rimpa.com.au/resource/im-blog-transition-of-information-governance-from-system-of-records-to-system-of-engagement.html
https://shows.acast.com/archivistica/episodes/69ce7703f44b357ce91bd343
https://shows.acast.com/archivistica/episodes/69ce7703f44b357ce91bd343
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250363121/theinformationstate/
https://www.archivesetculture.org/product-page/archives-d%C3%A9partementales-les-basiques-de-la-g%C3%A9n%C3%A9alogie
https://www.archivesetculture.org/product-page/archives-d%C3%A9partementales-les-basiques-de-la-g%C3%A9n%C3%A9alogie
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The book explains that people have stopped visiting departmental archives in person, which is a 

mistake because only about 2–3% of the documents are available online. These archives hold 

essential historical records such as civil registers, parish records, censuses, and notarial 

documents useful for historians and genealogy research. While many basic records are now 

accessible online, more detailed materials needed to reconstruct ancestors’ lives are harder to 

find and usually require on-site research. 

Mann, Abigail, Mary Piorun, and Tony Nguyen. The Librarian’s Grants Handbook, 2026 

The book is designed to help librarians write grant proposals and manage collaboration among 

diverse partners. It explains that libraries rely on grants to expand services and reach more 

communities, but many librarians lack formal training in grant writing and often have limited 

institutional support due to budget cuts. As a result, they must take on complex responsibilities 

like coordinating teams and securing external funding on their own. 

(French) Charrier, Émilie. L’interdiction de la presse en langue étrangère en France au prisme des 

archives de la Sûreté générale, 2026 

A 2024 roundtable summarizes two years of collaboration. It presents a new, more organized 

inventory of the archives (covering 1914–1940) and includes case studies from six researchers. 

Their work explores foreign-language press (Arabic, Spanish, Greek, Italian, Polish, and 

Portuguese) in French contexts and offers multiple perspectives on how these archives can be 

used. It focuses on archival records related to the monitoring of the press during France’s Third 

Republic, especially documents that were once seized and later returned by Russia. 

Mitchell, Kieran James. Copyright Protection and Disability Law: The Marrakesh Treaty and Beyond, 2026 

The book offers a comprehensive guide to the Marrakesh Treaty and its connection to copyright 

and disability law. It explains how copyright restrictions have contributed to a “global book 

famine,” limiting access to written works for people with disabilities. It examines the 

philosophical foundations of copyright through an inclusivity lens and explores how different 

models of disability influence national policies.  

 

Section 5—Submissions from Subscribers 
IM BLOG: New Standard Launched for Records and Document Management Systems 

 

A new industry standard has been released to guide how organizations migrate records, data, 

and information between systems. The standard provides requirements, specifications, and 

practical guidance to ensure migrations are consistent, secure, and well governed, rather than 

purely technical exercises.  

 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/librarians-grants-handbook-9781538191941/
https://books.openedition.org/pan/7805#anchor-resume
https://books.openedition.org/pan/7805#anchor-resume
https://www.routledge.com/Copyright-Protection-and-Disability-Law-The-Marrakesh-Treaty-and-Beyond/Mitchell/p/book/9781032959443
https://www.rimpa.com.au/resource/new-standard-launched-for-records-and-document.html
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Submitted by: RIMPA Global (The Records and Information Management Practitioners Alliance 

[RIMPA] is the longest-serving peak body for industry practitioners in the southern hemisphere.) 

 

https://www.rimpa.com.au/about-us.html

