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T h i s r e p o r t on tho Yukon ct'.riDou h e r d contft,-jj23>'-3.nformation on 

' ^ CANADIAN ̂'WILDLIFE SERVICE 
s p r i n g , summer and autumn movements. WESTERN REGIONAL LIBRARY 

The r o u t e o f t h e s p r i n g m i g r a t i o n was s i m i l a r to t h e one ' i n lS5ii>6 

A c c o r d i n g t o Cst« Moore E.C,K« B o l i c e , O l d Crov.', a h o u t ?,feiy 5 t h , 1954, t h e 

l a r g e s t number o f c a r i b o u c r o s s e d t h e P o r c u p i n e R i v e r n e a r the Driftr.Tood 

R i v e r * M o v i n g n o r t h ' t h r o u g h t h e Blovr R i v e r P a s e , the anijrial,'^; r e a c h e d t h e 

c o a s t a l p l a i n * Tho c a r i b o u c o n t i n u e d n o r t h w e s t e r l y , c r o s s i x i g the F i r t h and 

M a l c o l m R i v e r s , p a s s i n g between t h e f o o t h i l l s and Komakok (b a s e n e a r t h e '̂ 

M a l c o l m River)» Tlio v r o s t e r n l i m i t o f V . i i s luovems.-'.t v:as n o t d e t e r m i n e d . I t 

was r e p o r t e d t h a t a l a r g e number o f c a r i b o u f i l e d pact t h e oare d u r i n g llay 

and J u n e , u n t i l a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e f i r s t vreek i n J u l y , 

On June 21, 1954, a f l i g h t was made w i t h Mr. R,H. S r d t h j U.S* F i s h 

and V / i l d l i f e , f r o m A k l a v i k t l i r o u g h t h e 'Blov.- R i v e r P a s s t o t h s O l d Grow F l a t s , 

w i t h f o u r t r a n s e c t s i n t h e P l a t s b e f o r e c o n t i n u i n g down the F i r t h t o t h e 

M a l c o l m R i v e r s and r e t u r n i n g to / U c l a v i k ( F i g , l ) , Weather c o r ^ d i t i o n s and 

v i s i b i l i t y w e r e e x c e l l e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e f l i g h t , l a s t i n g f o r f o u r h o u r s and 

33 m i n u t e s (1012 t o 1445 lirs)« 

A t o t a l o f .488 c a r i b o u and one g r e y v r o l f v.ore countedo F o u r 

c a r i b o u , two o f w h i c h were seen on t h e h i l l s on 'the w e s t s i d e of t h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f the Blow R i v e r and tiTo n e a r t h e headwater £i of t h a t r i v e r * No c a r i b o u 

were f o u n d i n t h e O l d Crow F l a t s , o r a l o n g t h e F i r t l i t o t h e r.iiilcom R i v e r s * 

C a r i b o u t r a i l s , p o s s i b l y made d u r i n g t h e summer,, or tVie autuiim of 1 9 5 3 , were 

o b s e r v e d i n t h e O l d Crow F l a t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a l o n g a c r e e k f l o w i n g westw^ard 

C66°05»H, 138^05'V.O and i n tho n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e O l d Crow F l a t s (68^15'K, 

139°30*\V), The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e c a r i b o u v/ere c o u n t e d betvveen t h e F i r t h R i v e r 

and t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e M a c k o n z i e D e l t a * : 

The c o a s t a l p l a i n a r e a was c o v e r e d i n p l a c e s w i t h snow a n d w a t e r * 

Most o f t h e l a k e s were p a r t l y f i l l e d w i t h i c e . I n the F i r t h R i v e r a r e a , t h e 

g round was a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y f l o o d e d w i t h r u n - o f f w a t e r * I t was d i f f i c u l t 

t o s p o t c a r i b o u or. t h e b a r e , f l a t g r o und. F l y i n g a t a 2 0 0 - f o o l ; a l t i t u d e , 

c a r i b o u w o u l d r u n f r o m t h e a i r c r a f t and w e r e e a s i l y s e e n . Tl^e a n i m a l s 

" a n i m a l - a p p e a r e d q u i t o d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s * Even f l y i n g a t t h i s 



IcM altitude, an accurate calf count could not "be made. • Previous relilts \ 

from other aerial surveys have shown that calf counts from an a i r c r a f t are 

i n c o J i^lete and unreliable. Only 25 calves were counted i n "tdie to t a l number ' 

of animals observed. • ./ , 

In the transect flown along the coastal plain, 170 caribou were.̂ ... 

counted by E. Sutton from the Babbage River to the Delta and 314 by the 

writer from the Malcolm River to the Delta. The width of the" transect was 

half-a-mile-on each side of the a i r c r a f t . From the Malcolm to the Babbge 

Rivers, 209 caribou were counted on a 108 square-mile strip, or'2 (1.9) 

caribou per square milo. From the Babbage River to the western- side of the 

Delta, 275 caribou wore counted on a 65 square-rail© strip,or 4 ( 4 . 2 ) per 

square mile. Besides a difference indensity, the sex con^osition varied. 

Animals west of the Babbage River consisted predominately, of adult cows and 

calves, and young animals. On the east side of tho river a greater number 

of adult bulls, young bulls end yearlings were found. Of 105 caribou, counted 

on one strip, east of the Babbage River, at least, 28 adult bulls and six young 

bulls, were found. No adult bulls a n d only a few young bulls were seen west of 

the Babbage River. The difference i n sex composition of the groups might have 

resulted from a segregation of animals during the fawning season, and a later 

spring movement of the adult and young bulls. -

^ , On July 8,1954, on a f l i g h t from Aklavik to Herschel Island, only 

four caribou wero seen at Ptarmigan Point, opposite the settlement. Ho caribou 

were seen on August 2 on a f l i g h t from from Aklavik to tho Old Crow Flats 

(Fig. 2)/ . - . > 

From A p r i l 17 to August 22, 1954, A. Hoydahl worked in. the Blctw River 

area from his cana (68^34»N, 138°5*W), near Mount Fitton, Few caribou wero 

observed from his camp during A p r i l , May and June. • Groups numbering 100 and 

loss, were seen travelling down the Blow. River i n a/north and northwesterly 

direction. From August 12 to 22, walking from his camp to Shingle Point, he 

estimated about 1,000 to 1,500 caribou near his camp, and about 3,COO i n 

scattered groups to within eight miles of Shingle Point. This year, he notod 

a marked increase i n the number of wolvos i n the Blow River. They were seen 

and h'jard regularly from his caB^» Two wolves and two grizzly bears wero shot 

by him* 



' In 1954, "the a^timm distribution was different than iiiat of 1953. . 

On September 29, 1953,- 8,494 caribou were s e e n from "Fish River"'to a creek' 

west o f the Blow River. In the Old Crow area, on August 30, about 5,000 

caribou were reported along the Old Crow Mountain. By September 27, large 

numbers o f caribou occurred i n idi© Old Crow Flats . From August u n t i l ndd-

{ -̂ A / :. September 1954, caribou occurred along t h e coastal plain, reported f i r s t near 

Shingle Point and later soen i n tho "Fish Rivor" and,**Cache Creek" area, south 

to "Canoe Lake". By September 15, no caribou had appeared on.the Old Crow-

Mountain. "•,1;,'• ; . 

Three surveys and tho report on one char-terod f l i g h t , flown on 

August 27 and 26, September 10, 12 and 15, aro shovm on.Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 6,-

repectively. On August 27 and 28, the observations were; reoordod'by M. Zubko, 

Aklavik Flying Ser-vices, f l y i n g from Aklavik to Old Crow. No caribou vrore 

observed i n tho Rat River area, or along -bhe Porcupine Rivor to Old Crow. 

Returning to Aklavik on August 28, small groups of caribou, numbering 463 

(34, 9, IS, 30, 50 estimated, 8, 10, 100 ostimatsd, 40, 11, 10,-9, 9, 10, 30, 

50, 50 estimated and 10) wore soon along tho roain part of -fche west branch of 

the Blow Rivar. The observations wero made from latitude 68'^17»N, longitude 

"137°57»yf; northeast to latitude 68°45»N, longitude 137°52 »T«'. In addition, 93 

caribou (50 estimated, 20, 15 and 8) were, seen southwest of the "Coalmine Lake" 

at latitude 68^33»N and longitude 156°27»W. 

On tho survey of September 10, 493 caribou and one grey wolf were 

seen. From' 1217 to 1227 hours, 181 caribou (11, 8, 14, 20, 42, 29, 9, 10, 10, 

16, 6 and 16) wore counted from latitude 68°18'N, longitude 135°36»W to l a t i ­

tude 68022 »U, longitude 136y!i5 ̂VT. Since the caribou wero widely scattered i n 

small groxxps aripstimate of their numbers., using a o r i a l transects, was atten^ted. 

TvTo transects wore flown from 1227 to 1229 hours and from 1230 to 1233 hours, 

about eight miles apart, i n an east-west direction. No caribou were counted i n 

tho half-mile strips. Bocauso of a strong west.Vii.nd,-varj'lng in intensity from 

30 to 50 nph, i t was not possible to continue the transects. From'1233 to 1243 

hours, 144 oaribou (8, 16, 23, 1, 14, 38, 44) were coiinted along tho '"Fish Rivor" 

/o9rt\ to -within -biTo miles of the Moose Channel. From 1246 to 1255 hours, 92 (24, 59, 

5, 3) caribou were counted to the east branch of tii© B I O T T River. It had beon 

planned to continue the survey along the coastal p l a i n to the F i r t h River and 

to Old Crow, but th© strong, gusty wind neoessit&ted a cancellation of this 



were 
plan# Returning directly td.Aklavik, 66 caribou (24,'4-, 6,̂ ^̂  

counted from 1259 to 1304 hours, ..Eighty-one (20, 20, 15, 26) i.Mribou counted 

on the l a s t part of the f l i g h t , were not included i n the tct.^^ .oount because, 

. they could have been counted before. . , . -

A t o t a l 3,558 caribou were counted on the September .vlSth survey 

(Fig. 5), of trhioh 496 were counted from a e r i a l photographs, I0'̂ 6,.on the ground 

and "t̂ e re^nainder from the a i r c r a f t . From 'Canoe Lake*, along, 'iCache Creek' 

toithe >Jission Camp, to a lake (e8°50*N, 137*̂ 18»W), west of the >Rlow River, 

1,652 caribou were counted. At this lake, 108 caribou were couivtted i n small 
j • ' . • 

groups (15, 42, 51). From the lake, following the west branoh o i f the Blow 

River to t h e divide, 1,163 caribou were counted. In the f l a t ar-.:ea, south of 

the divide, to the headwaters of Johnson Croek, 635 caribou were-- counted i n 

small groups. No caribou were, observed in the Old Crow Flats, or.' along the 

Old Crow Mountains* On August 28, Zubko counted about 463 caribou along the 

Blow River, Ho said that the distribution of caribou had remain.t=fd almost 

the saine during the 15-day period. It appeared that the number a:f animals in 

the. area had increased. The general direction of movement of thtv. caribou was 

south up t h a Blovr River towards the Driftwood River drainage, 

_ On the last survey conducted on Septciaber 15, shown om Fig, 6, the 

areas north of Old Crow to tha f o o t h i l l s , east across the heacJwa-Jers of the 

Babbage and Blow Rivers and. southeast to the Driftwood River, wei:-e covered. 

On this survey, flown from 1000 hours (Y.T.) to 1320 (p.T,), 2,5*V.i caribou 

vrere counted and, at least, 2,500 caribou photographed.. An uiipu.::w-fcssful 

atten5)t was made to count the caribou ou the photographs. Tho .ur-inals were 

not distinguishable because the prints were of* an inferior quaJ.t^", A second 

print w i l l be made, from which tho total count €ind herd componj CJion w i l l be 

determined. 

No caribou were observed' north of Old Crow, across U'-,rt; Flats, to 

latitude 68^20»N. At 1032 hours (Y.T.), the f i r s t small tH'uup c;!'-caribou 

(ectimated to bo 100) were seen north of the Old Croiv ('Vc^ii". e8'̂ 27»N, 

140°10'H). From here to the headwaters of the Babbago Rivor (€i""E7'N, 139*̂  

len'f), 62 caribou (40, 15, 7) vrere counted. Fresh tr«11fl » :-:̂'-SW direction 

through t h e low pass of the Babbage River indicated ''-̂^̂  '-i^y "fci'^'-^^l 

through t l i i s pass on their autumn and perhaps spring t.̂ . Crossing 



' i c u t h e a s t t o t h e Blow R i v e r p a s s , 10 c a r i b o u were c o u n t e d and a b o y t 100 

p h o t o g r a p h e d . . The l a r g e s t c o n o s n t r a t i o n c f c a r i b o u , m o v i n g i n t h e g e n e r a l 

d i r e c t i o n o f e a s t and s o u t i i e a s t , were o b s e r v e d s o u t h o f t h e P l o w R i v e r t o 

t h e l i n i i t o f t r e e s o n t h e D r i f t w o o d R i v e r (67°37'N, 1 3 3 ° 1 0 » W ) , I n t h i s a r e a , . 

2,310 ( 5 0 0 2 , 100, 1 1 , 4 8 , 9S9, 2 4 1 , 3 0 , 2 5 , 3 8 6 ) , b e s i d e s a n number o f c a r i b o u 

p h o t o g r a p h e d , were s e e n . F r e s h c a r i b o u t r a i l s w e r e seen a l o n g t h e f o o t h i l l s 

on t h e w e s t f ^ r n s i d e o f R i c h a r d s o n M o t i a t a i n s . T h i r t y - e i g h t c a r i b o u were c o u n t e d 

a l o n g the' f o o t h i l l s and 50 c a r i b o u n e a r t h e h e a d w a t e r s o f t h e B e l l R i v e r a t 

a b o u t ft 2 0 0 0 - f o o t o l e v a t i o n o . . : • 

T h i s y e a r , a b o u t 1 0 0 , o r 150, c a r i b o u were k i l l e d by h u n t e r s f r o m . 

A k l a v l k i n t h e »Cache C r o c k * , * F i s h - R i v o r B l o w R i v e r and S h i n g l e P o i n t a r e a s . 

A b o u t September 15, h u n t e r s r e p o r t e d , t h a t c a r i b o u w e ro r i o v i n g s o u t h up t h e 

w e s t b r a n c h o f t h e Blow R i v e r . Between September" 15 and 2 0 , c a r i b o u i n t h e 

' P i s h R i v e r * , 'Cache C r e e k ' a r e a s , w h i c h had been m o v i n g s o u t h , s t a r t e d 

t r a v o l l i n ^ n o r t h a g a i n , c r o s s i n g t o w a r d s t h e B I O T T R i v e r . On O c t o b e r 4, no 

c a r i b o u w e r e seen by a l o c a l p i l o t i n t h e a r e a ' a s ' f a r v r e s t as P t a r m i g a n P o i n t 

( F i g . 7 ) . S i n c e t h i s f l i g h t -.vas made a fev/ days a f t e r a h e a v y snoTrfall, no 

t r a c k s were s e e n . By t h i s d a t e , t h e c a r i b o u must have moved i n l a n d . A f t e r m i d -

O c t o b e r , h i u i t e r s f r o m A k l a v i k f a i l e d t o l o c a t e any c a r i b o u i n t l i c a r e a s w e s t o f 

t h e s e t t l e m e n t . Even t h e n a t i v e s from' F o r t M cpherson d i d n o t f i n d c a r i b o u i n 

t h e H a t R i v e r a r e a . The e x a c t l o c a t i o n . o f t h e h u n t e r ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s i s n o t known 

The O l d Crow n a t i v e s h a d k i l l e d tv/o c a r i b o u up t o September 15. A t e l e g r a m 

r e c e i v e d f r o D ] t h e R.C.M. P o l i c e , a t O l d Crow, on O c t o b e r 3 1 , s t a t e d t h a t , "Lf^rge 

h e r d o f c a r i b o u number unkno'/m t r a v e l l i n g s o u t h s o u t h e a s t f r o m O l d Crow a l o n g 
i • -

P e e l Range", A l t h o u g h t h e e x a c t l o c a t i o n o f t h e c a r i b o u i s u n c e r t a i n , 13iey a r e 

p r o b a b l y m o v i n g s o u t h a l o n g t h e h i l l s w e s t o f the. P o r c u p i n e R i v e r . 

At t h a t i m e t h a s u r v e y s were c o n d u c t e d , a t o t a l c o u n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o i 

c o u l d n o t be d e t e r m i n e d b e c a u s e o f t h e i r w i d e range and t h a i r s c a t t e r e d d i s t r i b ­

u t i o n * I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e i d e a l t i m e t o c e n s u s t h e p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d be i n m i d -

O c t o b e r . By O c t o b e r , m o s t o f th© o a r i b o u have c o n g r e g a t e d i n l a n d i n l a r g e groups. 

However, d u r i n g f r e e z e - u p , w e a t t i e r and f l y i n g c o n d i t i o n s a r e n o t f a v o u r a b l e f o r 

a e r i a l s u r v e y s a f t e r mid-September. 

A t o t a l c o u n t o f 9,092 c a r i b o u was mede a s f o l l c w s j 493 on September 

10, 3,558 on September 12, and 2,541 p l u s an e s t i m a t e d 2,500 on September 15. 



The p o s s i b i l i t y of duplication was considered, and uncertain cases were dis­

carded. The figure represents about one third of tlie total minimuin number for 

this group of caribou. The coastal plain area, which was incompletely surveyed, 

contained part of the missing caribou. After the surveys had been completed, 

i t was reported that about August 27, 1954, a fairly, large numjjer of caribou 

were distributed betvrcen the F i r t h and Blow Rivers, especially in the King 

Point area. Normally, large nimibers of caribou have moved into the Old Crow 

area by August and September, instead:of being along the coast. From the 

observations made on the siirveys, a tota l census could not be made because of 

the scattered distribution of -Wie caribou on a 7ri.de range. Host of the caribou 

were found i n narrow river valleys i n which transects could not be flc/m. This 

sampling technique could have been used on the wide plains on the north and 

south sides of the Richardson Mountains, i f a random distribution of oaribou 

had occurred. 

Data on herd composition, collected on thoce surveys, w i l l be 

Included in a separate report, i f an examination of the reprinted photographs 

i s successful. 

E.H. HcEwen, 
Mammalogist. 
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