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This repcrt on ths Yukon cyrlboa herﬂ conraubsudnlormatlon on

CANADIAN "WILDLIFE  SERVICE

spring, summer and autusn movements. WESTERN REGIONAL LIBRARY

The route of the spring migraetion was similar to the onefin 1955;
According to Cste. Eooro EB.C.l. Bolice, Cld QTGW; sbout May bzn, 1854, the
largest number of caribou orohwed the Percupine River near the DriffWOod
River. Moving north through the Blow River Pass, 'Lhe aning 1 rcaéhéd the
coastal plain. The caribou continued northwestsrly, crossing the ?irth and
Malcolm Rivers, passing between the foothills and Xomekolk {bagﬁ near-the
Malcoln Riyer). The western limit of {Uhis movems i was nof determiﬂed. .It
was reported that s large number of caribtou filed pact the base during lay
and June, until épproximately'the firgt veek in July,

On June 21, 1954, a flight was made with Mr. HeH. Smith, U.Se Fish
and Wildlife, from Aklavik throﬁgh the Blow River Pass to the 0ld Crow Ilats,
with four transects in the Flats before continuing down the Firth to the
Malcolm Rivers and returning to Aklavik (Fig. 1). Weather conditions and
visibility were excellent throughout the {light, lesting for four hours and
33 minutes thlZ to 1445 hre)e |

A total of 488 caribou and one grey wolf were counted. Four
caribou, iwo of which were seen on ths hills-on‘fhe west side of the uﬁper
part éf the Biow River énd two nsar_the hesdwaters of that river. Noldariﬁou
were found in tﬁe 015 Cro; Flats, or along the Firth to the ialeom Riférso

Caribou trails, possibly made during the swmmer,. or nhe autumm of 1953, were

observed 1n_the 0ld Crow Flats, particularly along a creek flowing westward

. (68°05'H, 138%°05') and in the northern part of the 0ld Crow Flats (68%15'K,

139°30"). The remsinder of the caribou were counted between the Firth River
and the west side of the Mackonzie Delis. -

The comstal plain area was covered in places with snow and.water.

. Most of the lakes were partly filled with ioce. In the Firth River arca, the

ground was almost completely flooded with run-off water. It was gifficult

to spot caribou on the bare, flat ground. Flying at a 200-foot altituds,

.caribou would run from the aircraft and were easily seen. The animals

~anime} appeured quite distinct from their surroundings, Even'flying at thisg
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: Rivers, 209 caribou were counted on a 108 square~mile strlp, or 2 (1.9) i#j

Coe 4T
R

";’iow altitude, an accurate calf count eould not be'made.ﬂ'Previodsfrgilte:‘

- from other seriel surveys have shown that calf counts from an eircraft are

incomplete and unreliable. Only 25 calves were counted in the total number:

of animals observed. : Vf,

+In the transect flcwn along the ooast&l plain, 170 earlbou were
counted by E. Sutton from the Babbage River to the Delta and 314 by the
vwriter from the Malcolm River to the Delta. - The width of the transeou wag

i
!

half-a-mile -on each side of the aircraft. From the malcolm.to the Babbge ;ﬁ

‘earibou per square mlle. From the Babbage Rlver to the western side of the

Delta, 275 carlbou were counted on a 65 square-mile str1p,or 4 (4 2) per c
square mile. Besides a difference in: density, the sex comoositlon varled.
Animals west of the Babbage River consisted predomlnately of adult COWE and
calves, and young animals.' On the east 81de of the river a greater number

of adult bulls, young bulls end yearllngs were found. Of 105 caribou, counted
on one strip, east of the Babbage River, ‘at ]east 28 ‘adult bulls and six young

bulls, were found. No adult bulls and only a few young bulls were ‘seen west of

" the Babbage River. The dirl 1"erence 1n sex coh@osition of the groups mi ght have

resulted from & segregation of animals during the fawnlng season, and a later
spring novement of the adult and young bulls, Fé:‘ |

Gn July 8,1854, on a flight from Aklavlk to Hersohel Islard, only
four earlbou were Been at Ptarmigan Point, OppoS1te the settlement. No caribou

wers seen on August 2 on a flight from from Aklavik to the Old Crow Flats

»(Fig. z)

' FTom April 17 to August 2z, 1954 A doydahl worked in the Blow River
area from his camp (680 4'N, 138 SfW), near Mount Fitton.- Few caribou were

observed from his camp durlng April, May and June, Groups numhering 100 and

‘less, were seen travelling down the Blew River in a. north and northwesterly

dlrectlon, From August 12 to 22, walking from his camp . to Shingle Point, he
estimated about 1,000 to 1,500 caribou near his camp, and about 3,C00 in
scattered groups to within eight miles of Shingle Point. This year, he mnoted
e marked increase in the number of w01vas in the Blow River. They'were s9en

and heard regularly from his camp.  Two wolves and two grizzly bears were shot

by hims
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 1n 1954, the autumn distrlbution was dli‘ferent 'than t:nat of 1955.-

Tk
s

o On Sentember 29 1953 B éqé caribou were seen from "Flsh River to a creek

Wwest of the Blow River. In the Old Crcw area, on August 30, about 5 000

c&ribou were renorted along the 0ld Crow Mountain, By Septhber 27, large

numbers‘of caribou‘occurred in the 01ld Crow Flats. ~ From August qntil-midf

‘Sentembar 1954, caribou occurred ﬁloﬁg the coaétal?ﬁiaih, reported first near

Shlngla Point and later seen in the "Fish Rlvar" and MCache Créek" area, séuth
to “Canoe Lake", By Sentember 15, no carlbou had asneared on, the 01d Cr&w
Mountalr. L | -f‘: |

_;b " . Three surveys and the report on’ one chartered flirht flown on
Auéu;t ZT-And 28 September 10; 12 and 15, are shcwn on Figs. 3 4 8 and 6,

R

ren@ct1ve1v. On &ugust 27 and 28, the observ&tlons ware reoorded by M. Zubko,

'Aklavik Fly ng Services, flying from Aklavik to Old Crcw. No ocaribou were

observel in tha Rat River area, or alonv the Porcupine River to Old Crow,

Returnlng to Aklavik on August 28, small groups of caribou, numbering 463

(34, 9, 13, 30, 50 estimated 8, 10 100 estlmatsd 40 11, 10 .9, 9, 10 30,

30, 80 estlmated and 10) were seen along the main part of the west branch of

the Blow ?1ver. Tha observatlons were . made from latltude 68017'Y longitude

“H137057'Na northeast to latitude 68045'N longituds 137052'W. In &ddition, 93 -

‘;-wrt!‘

carlbou (50 estimated, 20 15 and 8)'were Been_soufﬁﬁest of the "Coalmine Lake"
at latitude c8° 31y and longltude 136027'W.
On the survey of September 10 493 carlbou and one grey‘?olf wére

seen. From 1217 to 1227 hours, 181 caribou (11, 8, 14,'20, 42, 29, 9, 10, 10,

16 6 and 16) were counted frém latitﬁde 68918y, longitﬁde 135936 "W to lati-

tude 68022'J, longitude lSéhrfW. Since the caribou were w1dely scattered in

Small groups anestimate of tbeir numbera, us;ng aerlal transects, was attemptied.

- Two transects were flown from 1227 to 1229 hours and from 1230 to 12”3 hours,

about elghﬁ miles apart, in an.east-west dlrectlon. Ho carlbou were counted in
the‘half-mile strips. Because of a strong west.wind,‘éarying in intensity‘from-
30 to 50‘mph iﬁ was not possibié to continue the transects. ‘Ffomllzss to 1243
hours, 144 oaribou {8, 16, 23, 1, 14, 38, 44) were counted along the "Fish River"
to wlthln two miles of the Moose Channel. From 1246 to 1255 hours, 92 (24, 59,
5, 3) caribou were counted to the east branch of the Blow River. Itrhad been

planned to continue the survey along the coastal plain to the Firth River and

~ to 014 Crow, but the strong, gusty wind necessiteted a cancellation of this
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| i ;;lan. Re'burning directly to &klavik, 66 caribou (2 '4, s,l‘gt ’l.f(';, 10) were‘

counted from 1259 to 1304 hours. . Eighty—one (20 20, 15, 263 Gsar

ibou gounted

on the last paru of the flight, were not included in the 'LL.!qt 'ount becauae,

. they could have been counted before-

A total 3,558 caribou wers counted on the September i12th "Survey

(Fig. 5), of which 496 were counted from asrial photographs, 1038 .on the ground

and the remainder from the'a.ircraft. From *Canoe Lake!, along ﬁCache Creek'
I

to | tha Mission Ca.mp, to a lance (GBOSO'N 137018'|‘i’) west of the :Blow River,

1,652 carl‘oou were coun'l:ed. -At this lake, 108 earibou were countsed in small
o

groiups (15, 42 51) " From the lake, following the west brancn oif the Blow
River to the divide, 1, 165 caribou were coup+ad. In the f‘le:t awea, south of
the divide, to the headwaters of Johnson Croek, 635 caribou were: -counted in
small groups. No caribou were. obscr'ved in the 01d Crow rlats, or" along the
Old Crow Mountains. On Augus 28, Zubko counted about 463 car“*mu along the
Blow Ri-ver. He said 'that the distrlbution of caribou had remalned almost
thg same during thellS-da;: peri.od; It appeérejd that the ﬁwnber =¥ animals in

the area had increased. The general direction of movemsnt of thi= caribou was

" south up'thé Blow .River towards the Driftwooa River draineg a.

On the last surve_,r conducted on Septc aber 15, shown am Fig. 6, the

areas nor'b‘-:. of Old Crow to tha foothills, east across the headwaers of the

Babbage and Blow Rivers and southeast to the Driftwood River, werre cove;‘ed.

On this survey, flown from 1000 hours (Y.T.) to ‘1320 (P.T.), 2,541 caribou

vere counfsd and, a% laast, 2,500 caribou photographed.. An wneuwscessful

attempt was made to count the caribou on the photographs. The amimels were

not distinguishable bscause the prints were of an inferior qualiiy. A second

print will be madas, from which the total count e.nd ‘herd composiition will be

determined.

ﬁo caribou were observed north of 0ld .Crow, a-cro'ss Lo Fl&“_‘»sa to
latitude 68°20tN., At 1032 hours (YeT.), the first small grovp < ccaribou
(estimated to be 100) weré seen north of the 0ld Crow Flnts (stews 68°270K,
140°101%7). From here to the headwaters of the Ba.bbagn kyver (€37B7'N, 139°

167W), 62 caribou (40, 15, 7) were counted. Fresh trafls in a ¥L=SW direction

through the low pace of the Babbage River indicated LIl e it ey travel
through this pass on their autumn and perhaps epring movewsnle.  Crossing
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";cutheast to the nlo.fr mlver pass, 10 carloou were courted and about 100

'photograﬂhed.; The larﬂes+ conoantratlon cf caribau, noving in the general

direction of east and southeast were aehscerved sonth of the Rlow River to

the limit of trees on the Driftwood River (67°37'H, 128°10'%). In this area,,_

B 2'310 (5003, 100, 11, 48, 955, 241, 30 . 25, 386), besides an number of caribou-‘
'photodrapned were seen. Fresh caribou’ trails were seen along the ;oothills

" on the we%twrn side of Richardson Nounualnh. Thirty-sight caribqu wore counted

along the foothllls and 50 caribou near the haﬁdwaters of the Bell River at
about a 2000-foot elevation. . S SRR o

' Thls year, about 100, or 150, caribon were killed by hunters from

‘Aklavik in the ‘Cache Cr ck' “’Flsh.Rlver' ‘Blow Rlver and Shingle Point areas._J

-,About September la, hunters reporued that caribou were mov1ng south up the

weost brarch of" the Blow River.' BetWeen eptember 16 and 20, caribou in the

: 'Fish River!® 'Cacha Creek‘ areas, which had been mov1ng south, started

t"avell*n: north again, crossing towaras ‘the Blow River. .On October 4, no

caribou were seen by a local’ pllot 1n the ares ‘as’ far o6l a8 Ptarmigan Point

A (Fig. 7). Since this fllght was made a few days after & heavy sncvfall no

-tracks‘wére soen. oy thls date, the caribou must have moved 1nland. After mid=-

Octobez, thters from Aklav1k falled to locate any carlbou in t“c aress west of

- the settlerﬁrt. Even the natlves from bort Wcrheraon did not flnd oaribou in

the Pat River area. The exacu location of" the hunter's obser"atlons is nof known

The Old Crow nat1v=s had kllled two carlbou up to Seotember 15. A telecram

recewved from the R.u.h Pollce, at Old Crow, on October 31, stated that, "Targe

herd of carlbou nurber unknown travsllinv soutb ‘southeast Lrom 0ld Crow along
i

Pesl Rance". Although the exact location of the carlbou is uncertaln, they are

-probably mov1ng south along the hills west of the. Porcupins Piver.

At the time tha surveys were conducteﬂ a total count of the populatlol
could not bs determined because of their w1de range. and their scattered distrlo—
utions It appears that the ideal time tp census the populatioh,would be in mid-
Ooctober. By October, moét oflthe caribou have cmngregated inland in lﬁfge gZroups.

Eowever, during freeze-up, weather and flying conditions are not favourable for

~aerial surveys after mid—Septemher.

A total count of 9,092 caribou was mede as follcows: 493 on Septeﬁbef

10, 3,558 on September 12, and 2,541 plus an estimated 2,500 on September 15.
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N = L

The possibility of duplication was considered, and uncertain cases were dis-
carded, The figﬁre represents about one third of the total minimum number for
this group of caribou. The coastrl plain area, which was incompletely surveyed,

contained part of the missing caribou. After the surveys had been completed,

it was reported thaet about Augﬁst 27, 1954, a fairly large number of caribou

" were distributed betrrcen the Firth and Blow Rivers, especially in the Xing

Point ares. YNormslly, large mumbers of caribou héve moved into the 0ld Crow
area by Aupgust and Sgptember, instead .of being along the coast, From the
obse}vations mede on the surveys,:a total Eensﬁs could not be made because of
the.soatteréd distribution of the caribou on a widelrange. Host of the caribou
were found jn narrow rivér #alleys'in’ﬁhich transects could not be flown.‘ This
sampling fechnique could have been used on fhe wide plains on the north and
south sides of the Richardson Mountaing? if a randém distribution of caribou

had occurred.

Data on herd composition, collscted onr thece surveys, will be
included in a separate report, if an examination of the reprinted photographs

is successful.

" BsHe McEwen, B
Mammalogist. :
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