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What services will MSAT

provide?

TMIintends to offer two

major service categories:

* data communications —
services such as two-way
messaging, position re-
porting and text transfer;

e interconnected and non-
interconnected mobile radio
to provide voice communi-
cations requirements.

-

Satellite mobile radio service:
MSAT will offer private com-
munications between mobile
units or between mobile units
and a base station.

“Mobile satellite
communications will make a
major contribution to public

safety in rural and remote
areas of the country,” states
Gerry Lutley, officer in charge
of telecommunications
engineering for the RCMP.

Police forces are expected to
be major users. Others include
ambulance services, road
maintenance crews and forest
firefighters.

Resource industries, where
people are constantly on the
move in remote locations,
need the range and univer-
sality MSAT can provide.

Fishing fleets could use
MSAT to get the latest reports
on weather or sea conditions,
to check shipping schedules
and to exchange information
about catches and fish
locations.

Satellite mobile telephone
service: MSAT will provide
two-way radio telephone com-
munications between mobile
units and the public tele-
phone network or between
mobile units.

This service will appeal to
mobile users such as sales
personnel who need to be
able to telephone their cus-
tomers or home offices. At
present, mobile telephone
service is available only in
major cities, along highways
connecting those cities and
in some rural areas. MSAT

mobile telephone service will
be available everywhere in
Canada, including coastal
waters.

Satellite mobile data services:
MSAT will permit subscribers
with mobile data units to call
up information from a com-
puter database for display on
a small video screen or to
enterand process information.

Subscribers will be able to
dial right into the computer
without an intermediary, and
data may be encoded to
ensure confidentiality.

A police officer on patrol
could check a vehicle’s
ownership. Resource explora-
tion teams could report their
findings and manage their
logistics; or, a dispatch centre
could check cargo loads and
send inter-city instructions to
trucks that would otherwise
return home empty.

Data acquisition and control:
MSAT will be able to collect
data transmitted from remote
monitoring and alarm devices
and send commands to auto-
mated control stations.

For example, data from
unmanned meteorological
stations could be relayed by
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