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Blave*Lake region.. Otners mako theédir home in Epmonton. There N
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R [ 2T S . L ra /‘ . ’ v' o A
T A

.

Lo T '. . S .1 oo \f .‘ ‘
3 | | The settlements of Yellowkn;lfe, Fort Resolution, Hayl' | .';f;
'n:mver, |

| B Providence and Fort Smith, all in’ the Northwest Territories, )
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?{e';?‘f '“i/" tﬂe fifteenth of September. The lekc, howevcr, is often not fr e
~‘-'7’{~-:, S ~of, 1,ge until the last week in' irune. S‘tormy weathe? in ‘Septemben
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.’ 5 Durihg the summer fish are .landed at twoﬁ points- on tﬁa "-': S
1ake--Groe Cap on: the northeast shore ahd Hay R‘.lyer bh the. so‘;

shoré. Since the two fis«heiries have the:Lr. own pec\aliarities, 1t \
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‘ will be advantageous’. tr$ Gescribe the sutmer operation of each

. 0‘ .6- \s' i ...

| horth ahd east arms of thp lake a‘nq the delta of . the ﬁlave Rivér ¥ ""’;'v‘;?'
/ ] The packed product is shipped either hye‘f;?esig t»botalt to Hay' .River .
B / and then by- trick-to the railhead at Gr:l,mshaw," d'r ;‘:n"rei‘rigerate

SR barges up the .Slave River to the rail 6 S
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Y A Xyd Thirty-five to’ forty fispermen ie.'

based at Grags Cap. They live in tents , |
i N Weather permitting, 'they fish every <‘:1a§7"r Whiie ip Gms«,xca”: .'they

o ‘ ' ‘.'may eat. either at the compaﬁy's cookheuse or‘ ,make? ; hé

T ad.d of gasoline stovés. .

N . . .
e e T st i b+ 23 W s




4 Te. . . - -
:' ‘- * : '. - \\/’
at Poeii ‘.».J
."" . . .‘ e ° L
h . Y ' . * 0 v
. ’ . . * ) -
E ‘; . : v / .
o o 56"‘ Ty S .
* s ' * RS I
' \. - “ . ) .'. » ) . |°. . .
. Duringm tpq Summer of 10‘51 twenty-onc boats made up th
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. f‘ish'i.ng flebt at Gl'o.ﬁ Cap . Tne”pe 'boat5~a.re all ow’ned by the

c‘;mpan and are nent&! to ‘the. fishermm,n for the seaSon.
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Four boats hia\?é‘»the J’Lake Winnipeg" type Bull . "'Three

o . /ﬂéﬁagpg te \this type of boat They are thirty-five feet long and
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AR W"\',.‘. Y ./ AT ‘het’s used on Great Slave Lgke are gill-‘nets (see/
Nie O vl _ AR : .
o (T ese =nets are des ned to catch fish bv e gill
. . . ‘ 8
§ . g :
LA ief iag snthew swim into the net, arfd’ in an gffort to escape, lepfangle
T e T the’mselves 1n the meshes.;‘ In. Great Slave Lake all
EURTRE [ anchh,red /on the, ‘bot.ton When they ai'e 'set.
e . ‘e Y ) b' L 4 .
: Lo - / Nets made of. cotton" 1inen and nylo are usdd. 'The

e 0 . .t "' -
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L ,‘ oo aformer make up the greatest bulk of thﬂ ;nets used at Gros Cap—-

'f:;ﬁ. -';-‘\2 o .hearly ninety per cent. ’l‘.he tnread size"of t‘he webbing varies from
", IR ' ,..’_fine.cottonu(90/6) to c'oerse botton (20/6) R ‘I;hese nets seem to

/.

. ' standn}ip the best to the strain of heavy: trout fishing. 3 LY e
«' kt Nets are from twerJ y to eightyimeshes oeep. Most are |
}’ > } o thint?\-and fo;rtS' meshes {deep Theml‘atter are deep enough to be -
;‘ ,!" :,_' " ‘ ' "efrié.i,-ant and not too cumbersome. tl,’o handie,‘ msst nets are treated i
Q‘f‘ ’(,.'.14"' ‘ ' w;fth a’ cpmgercial net preservative‘ at' tne begjcn.ning of the season. .\,
iy i PRI !‘v-’( ~;-'.’?f Each man on tlre boa.t Ls licen!sed to:iﬁish one thousand
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yards of gﬁl-net Theselnets must have a '#

tnan fi‘\m and ohe-half in Aes, (strétohed L"? ‘%u:'ce). This mesh

i ) e

{ fize/ ¢atcr!es whﬁ»tef sn weighing fro«h less .than one pound to o
sixteen &Gunds and lake trout ra/nging from'less than one’ pound o
[ ,f t}p pver.sixty oounds. I AT R oy | |
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Gill-net.
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LN R Bach gill-net is one huﬁdred yards "in length. At Gros

! . Cap nets art tied Toget er in groups of thrcc whidh are termed a

\

"gang“ Net trays, rec angular wooden boxes with flaring sides, -

. ‘are made to hold one gan of nets . each . ‘ . Sy

. To mark thc cnd of a string of nets set in thc water, 5.

-

wooden buoys are uscd,’ Thcse float on the surface wdth a tall,
upright to whioh\a flag is ausually attached. This facilitatcs

locating the nets. \;f" o ";;-._.. } 5 .”'A' f : o
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A Settihg<of QetsV‘ . .j- . ‘1&‘ S aen o T
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\Prior to setting nets’ for"the ﬁdrst time,.fishcrmen "hoxt .

p ) |
, . .._ their nets. In this procedure the nets are placed in net trays Ce i
%/ E ::* ‘1n such a way that they do not become tangled when thc nets are.'_n;; jj
T .w Qx;; ’ ~,. Net setting is acqomplished from the stenn o{}the Poat ‘ ) .ié
AN KIS o
e . with the net tnay pIQCtd along one side of the eahin, Ap.afohop »ri_7.é
’;.-\. 3 X and a. buoy are thrown ovcrboard. These are attachedihyumanilla s]luh.
i . s 'fb rope te‘ohe end of the net.* Power is oW useﬁ to nove eﬂbybOat f*fi‘”ﬁ“
f%y:,;ﬂﬂ.»' i""in the direction desired. One man‘handles (spins) the'hetJ«Soitnsgj}.“%
?& ”~%f§‘.? v from the net tray while another whe' 1s standiﬂguon ?he" o
;;."*&Vﬂ:;:: _ stern of the boat spreads the net to insureathat it is tengle free ‘»f'l
: ' ~§}&;;Tg before it enters the water.A The third man aperates\the motor and li\.
i'a?f- V'{tj Steera the boat . 0n two-nin boats the man -who Spr@ad.the\n?t -
#;f! Q'Jﬁt; also has to steer the. boat e ;'l a "‘4;‘ gl r i §
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S Tho net anchor 1s‘thtn_pulltd up and both buoy and nct anj2prs are l

-

be found in the disoussion of the Hay River fisheryf

The whole opcration of sctting onc gang of nqts can-be'

I

*ccomplished In/five minutCSoproviding thht tangles and snarli In'
- the: net -do not haVL‘tO bc, dcalt with. Whon thﬁ last af the :net

: is roached, cn anohor and buoy arc attached*and thdh thrown ovdr- CERRE

board. Buoys at bqth ends.oi thc ntt eneble fishoraen to lift

1.
from tho ‘most Savourable direction With resgoct to the wind. oo

3
et ',‘ L ' 3
.: ! , . ‘-,. L . i R ' ‘.““ ' . / !

Lifting of nets e, T ) . e WX . '
’ , E .- o . : . . v
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Fishermon usually Sut out very tarly in the morningp

Upon arriving at. the' first "gang" to be liftod, tho boat runs/up -

.I .0

to the down-wind buoy which is hauled on board by ‘ohe of thc Pen.

KU

éetached from‘the net. Ihe net is,now ready tq.be pulléd
| 4 " ’ ] .o . ‘l . . . o
the bOat . . . X -‘. LT e " -

.’

o

@Vﬁfﬁk' All the femaining crews use thec“pull anqénick" meth d.

I

‘On a thrée-man boat one man stands in the hpw and/hulls theyn@t

into the boat.. This oaﬁ be.a back-hredkihg J 2é/when the! nét ha%

.‘,Vfiﬂ 'Yeen: set in deeg.water. A Second man wtails" lieé net imto a net\

tray and also helps ‘the’ third man\pick out thg fish : On & two~ \
mah boat one pulls.the net into the boat while the oﬂhér picks ‘\

out the fish and also dinects xhe net". into the net tray.- Powqr Vo
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a,w- is ofseﬁ'used in rough weather to facilitate pulling hy.taking the

s proceeds to different fishrhg ‘grounds.

. - '; N . - » / i . . R .\-‘

o 1Plgc1ng gf'nets o : /f*l ‘ ‘ .

¢ ' - . ‘ - . - . I
A * Each fisherman appears to have his favorite fishing

. succumb to "fishfhg fever"' This entails setting near some other

. ~ .
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:stpetn off the net. .. ° R vt

-~

To speed the setting operation, tangles in the net caused i
IQy the fish themselves are usually picked out as the fish'are re- _
moved from the nét. ' &s the fich are remoued they are thrown Anto | ;}
one of, the holds. Some fishermen seoarate the- whitefish and trout
intd- different compartments as they are picked from ‘the net,
Periodically, ice. which is carried by\all boats, is- scattered on

.

‘top of the fish,

3 If the catch is considered good thte net is usually set

L}

again at og.near the same place. If the fishing is light according

to the, fisherman's ovn qpinion, all nets are left ontboard and he

- i

D

grounds for different tides throughout the season. 'This is

- especiaﬁ%y evident at the start of operations when each boat sets
oul’ for the grounds found favorable the*preceding year. ™ this

14

. .
L]

proves unrewanding the fisherman may have other alternatives.. If.

these alternatives do. not produce good fishing the - fisherman may

- fisherman who is catching large Quantities of fish. Ihis approach -KVL

"

is loo1§d\Bn With disdain by some fishermen. Others will tolerate
this action. B S
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e o \ Fishérmenphave the freedom to tell one another whoré

\

IR their ndts are set and how much fi*h they are catching. Some

prefer to keep this inﬁormution to hhemselves to preServe good..__n-‘

fishing that they may ‘be enJoying. Often'fishermen wqu together
G b “find the £ish", .

e 'f ' grounds is the availability of: the fish Each fisherman has his .

*f/- | own level of'wnat he may describe as a. "sat:nying amount of fish"
_ This amount however, is quite variable. It the fishing is |
-generglly light, a2 certain’amount of fish is satisfying. This .
same amount two or three days later, when word is received that

S o someone is eatching a greater amount, may no longer be!enough and

N R ,.lsw""‘
v

force a move.

PR In looking for new. fishing grounds depth soundings arg
, e U

made and usuallyiire t/pe of bottom 1s noted. A few "test netsﬂ

-as they are call y are set to see how’ plentiful the fish are in.

the immediate .area, TheSe nets are usually, well scattered - After-

;<, - these nets'are lifted the fisherman decides "here he will ‘set most
: v.: 4‘ of his-nets. The depths fished vary from fifteenoto .two hundred
) S feet When the lake trout commence Spawning in'the latter part .
) of August and during September, the fishermen concentratr their

* nets on the shallow reefs, f_ ) S

.
-

o - P . The fishermen at Gros Cap may be separated- into\t\

1 SN . \

o . . .\ ... . \ HA‘A:‘. \h
The prime characteristic in the choiée’ of their fishing s

'-types. _One group fish mostly within a twonty-five mile radius of _—
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‘-wGros‘Cap.: The remaining group fisn farther avay, some as far as

one hundred and tWenty miles.~ Fishermen who fish long distances

. ewev;from base«camp’have greatly increased expenses and often are

only able to lift their nets every two days., A ‘much more rewarding

: ’catch must be made. The fishermen fishing close to camp are able

-

. Handligg and care of fish .

fto lift their nets every day pending favorable wcather and can

make a profit on .a smaller amount f fish caught since they make

more lifts and‘have lower cxpenses.

.
. .

0
Q " W

Fishermen close to Gros Cap usually bring. fisﬁ'back to

the camp in the round state. In this case all trout and some

"whitefish, if required by the buyer, are dressed. "In this opera-
“tion the fish are eviscerated with spccial knives. Fishermen

fishing some distance from Gros Cap usually dress their fish on

the trip back to camp. In romgh weather fisﬁ are brought back to-

Gros Cap in the round- stato. ‘

When the fish are dressed they are covered with ice and
the'holds are covered to- keep out the water and sun. Some~ boats
have horizontal partitions in the holds which help to prevent
crushing of the fish on the botton. Soft fish, hOWever, are
utilized at Gros Cap ﬂhere they are filletbd. ’
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S would not-. stand shipment aS fresh fis

liﬁf&ngrtheir nets wvcry q y~‘*’
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THE hA¥ RIVER FIoHERY

'

The first summer operatioh from Hay River "OQk‘place in-*

-~
h . ". B

1948, In 1951 there were four mepanies based at: Hay-RiVPr.. All‘”fﬂ'

the fish was shipped by truck to Grimshaw, Alberta where it Was ; ' ';
lozded on refrigerated cars for the remainder of the trip th. the ' ‘ 3
market. These were-all fresh snipments. ‘From nay River fishing ; ;
was. done on the south, west and northWest shores of .the lake. '.Q. z
- S Ly * - . E . ﬁp -.Qk : ;

_Fishermen et M T — B “oi
Y B St

Nearly eighty fishermen fished irom‘Hay River during the ‘

) ' é‘.,'.‘, ¥

summer of 1951, A good proportion are resident fishermen wrose
homes are 10cated in Hay Biven,.otners live iﬁ cabooses on the"'.
various fish companies properties.' When . fishing is done away .

from Hay River, most oi them eat and sleep on their boats although

. v .
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.§ome make.camp on shore. | 2 . . L
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Nets ; g related egufpmen g

Nylon nets are strohgly favored by the Hay River fisher'

. .
’

men} During the summer ‘of 1951 nylon made up seVenty per-cent of"

the nets’ used Nets with a depth fﬁfbrty meshes made up seventy- ;l

five per cent of the" nets used.:

-

The fishermen from Lake Winnipeg use- much taller buoys ;
than other fishermen. They have becn used to fishing out of sight.
of land and the laige buoys make the nets much easier to locate.“

They: often set nets on Great Slave.Lake more than ten miles from 'f

_shore where a compass and tall buoys are neéessities.

a .~“. ‘:\‘1\’&-“‘ .
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‘ _'. © Net setting is a very standard operation and is the -
‘same for Hay River as that des scribed for Gros Cap. Unlike at
" Gros Cap, however, the fishermen tend to combine their nets into
..' | ‘ ~1cnger gangs., Gangs ix, ninec-and twelve mets are common, with
' :S!Eets occasionally observed./ Net‘anchors

o
are usually placed at’ intervals of every three nets. Buoys

.- larger gangs of fifte

S 5\f;@;437marking long gangs may number from two to four or five.

During setting operations some of .the more careful

fishermen ﬂrequently check the depth and type of bottom, but ‘due

- to its unifOrmity gn “the Hay River fishing ground, most of the

‘ 'Kﬁ; “_fishermen sound infrequently.,» , .

A

§2§ting of net

R
o

""The Lake Winnipeg fishermen have introduced to Great

g

e )

‘S‘ "/}' it
£

;_,,‘.',-
}”Slav Lake thedr “Walking method" ‘of net Iifting. A flat deck

Nl
\-\

iaurfaoe is essential ror this operation. One man standing at

‘”;;-the bdw'Qf the boat grasps the net and walks back with it to the

: cabino ! 1
“etaheaq of thé fi st one at the bow and seizes the net and In the

nhso doing he mOVes the boat forward.. Another man steps

Fg*f\fkg" }same ‘manner wf“ s back to the cabina The other man or men plck

s WY o&t the fish \pd tail the net’ into the net tray: This method of

....
-----

“Er- net lifting helps.alleviate the hardships encountered in the
"pull ann pick“ method. It is also much faster. The walking

-
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: directly into the holds -and ss} iced pariodically.

‘Placing of nets | ~.9—( v T ,A~.'f1 ..

Itransported by large freight boe ta MJ}mW'Rivor.' Somr of the

.men to determine'Whoro to sct their nets. .In latc August-and

.fishermen, but no attempt has becn 1ade to copy their method.a

> hs the A{sh- cru picked from the nets they are thrown S

As at. Gros Csp, most of the fishqrmen have their favorite
grounds. However,\the location of the\fish COmpanies' barges ’f
determine in part where the fishcrmen fishx Ali fish, is brought

by the fishermen to thne company barges vhtre it is oacked and'

larger fish‘boats freight their oﬁn fish vhen it is profitable. “n f
The barges are moved around the lake to different harbours as thc . ;é

companies desire it. The fishcrmen, in foneral, travel very short

(S L.
distances from the barges and are able to lift their nets thry

+

day., . - ﬂ s _?3

~

"Availability of fish is the criterion used by the fisher-

September, the lake trout spavn on the south shore ,of the ‘lake

O/'
between Hay niver afld the Mackenzie Rivor. The fishcrmgn take :
advantage of the concentration of fish Lt this time all fish - o
are taken directly into Hay Rinr by the fishcrmen themselves.

' , ' . N
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Great cere is taken of the fi°n caught All shipments

ﬂ B “t : ﬂ?" ff\gtend the long trip to tha market, Fishcrmen try to lift their
- nets every day, weather permitting., Tho fish is brought from
PO the grounds to\the ‘barge in the round snate. , ‘
SR o o As a Gros Cap, thc~larger bodts h ave more soft fish
T than the smaLl boits.’ Largcr holds re¢sult in tore fish\being

cru5hed by the we ght oi fish on t0p of tncn. Some fishérden?f

’.: boxes and ice each box. Much less soft fish .

is landed this way. - h

"."' .. e

LT, T >. - TE WiNTEK FI8sERY

\casion the lake has insufficient

ice cover until later in Dccembe', ‘A mild Spring may also serve

‘ to cut the season short. ' This makes the highway to the railhead ’
e ‘ impassable for truck travel. | : . ‘;3m:' e .

/ R
>

. The preSent winter limrt~is four million pounds (round -
, weight) of léke trout and whitefish. Ail fishfdhught during the
., . | winter is shipped out from ﬁay River to Grimshaw, Alberta by
truck vie the Mackenzie 'Highway. S

3
Ve

' The winter seasoh usually_starts in Drcember and extends

=,
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_varies COnsidcrablyﬂ As many as Light hun

‘shovel. . " - o . . i hSY

Tﬁmi snemen a ;

The humber of fishcracn prosrnt during ¢ uinttr scason.

L]

cd and as fow as two
hundred and’ fifty fishcrmen haVL spcnt the win\er fishing on

Great Slave - Lake.. A good percentcge‘of thas: ame farntrs{

| , They 11iv® on thc icc in cabooses which arc built on skids
“to faci{

A

itate their nov;ment whtn necessnry The avcrage CabOOSL

- is tqelve feet long und six fcet wide and'is ﬂcdc of siding or

plywood. They are- insulated ﬁnd hceted by mcans of oil or wood-
/

burning heaters. Accomuodction for as 1any as three nay be found

in one caboose although the usual nuwbcr is two. Meals arc made

with the ald of gasoline stoves. - L.

Nets and rolated equipment /

Nets uSed in the winttr arce the s&me as thosc used in

e

the sumaer fishery. Loss nylon netting, howevtr, is fi hed in
the winter. To make holes in the ico threr picces of equipment
are generally used, \Thcse are a ntedle bar, ice.chisel‘end~a»

'.

A needle bar is a six foot long highly tempertd steel
L B

K
‘gt
#
i
M ; 3

"bar with a three sided pointed end. It wilghs about fiftecn pounds ,

and ‘its action is similar to the kitchen ice* pick The ice chisel
1s the same length as the ntodlt bar but has 2 flarcd chisel

' cutting end. This 1is nginly used. in triaming ground tho edges -of

e . . . . N N * '
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' .this cquipment. An_ ngenious 1nVention ceﬁgtd_c "Jigpur" i's used .f
iR to set thc net undtr

N

the hole. Anyl pe oY scoop shovel Survos'to ronove the chipped . -.fﬁ
ie> from th ¥ A small to oggun or sl(igh is ustd to carry IS RN

c! .

* o ‘..
c icc (Sprules-l949)\ e

. Ve

- .’.',( - . )

«f?
. . : ;'v' l"
-*task may be relatively simple when the iCc cover‘may ﬂe lcss than I Qg

one foot thick. Toward the“end of the scason, hqwete

"the hole is made the "Jigger" is shode intoihe,‘;
&t

Setting of nets f %9“

(XY . ’ hd
et .

-~ . 1 v iy
. ‘f,:._ - | ‘. | "‘ . . . YRR v
) &. .

Thc first ta

l'

to cut a hole through the icc. This is eccomﬁlished by means of

‘ “in setting gill nets;under the icc s, vf"

a needle ber, A round’ hole of. two gnd onc-hslf“to*thrce feet in ﬁ;

. 4 I\ ..

diametcr is made in the iced At the beginning of the scason this'

9 Jdce may

reach- six feet 1in depth nnd manucl labor is then, qth

‘ved. After

the direction the.fish&rman plens to=set his

“the "jigger“ hes gzonc outlwnc hun&rtd yezds frbm th& eng hole,%gq%fr° .
is located exactly and a hole is ‘made in the ice t#xrpirieve it. ,'tgf’ﬂf-

‘ I'. w R
Thus, two noles have bcen ma e with a small ropL szmuh& uanr the . i
AW ;@‘ - rl o

ice between them. The- net is then éttached to thb small rope‘; o

'r~ ’l}. - L
(running line) and. with one fisherpan' pulling qn it\the net is~\\~_\'; o
pulled under the ice, nnchors are thon atteehed to. both ends of R

the net and with the anchor lines fastencd ﬁo stakcs besidd the
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"holeé; thgf ct is, thtn lo««red td the bottom. Most fishcrmen sct
their db%s n lines w1th twp-hets anchpred ot one hole, but running

in opposlte directions.‘ To set’ two nets this way only three holes
it , . . '
‘nesd be ma f ‘“" ‘ﬂ“~ﬁ _ ' L. . o

o -

{

(RN
"

..
'n . P /,'

e '. -”‘-.ets are lifteo'on the average e}ery three days during -

the winter. Often in this interval the” original holes have frozen

- over to a depth of one foot or more. When the fisherman prepares

%o lift, he holes Lre Opened ahd smoothed around the edges to

prcvent s agging the net The anchor Yine 1is then retrieved by

means of a, Mook of heavy wire. At an end hole, one end of the
net is P lred w and attached to a running line. The hole at the:
other e d of the _netyis then opened and ‘the anchor line pulled up .

1he neb 1$ released from the anchor line and 1ifting is commenced.

.

The net is pulled out short distances at a time with one man

pulling on the lead line and the other on the cork line. This .

' spreads the net as it is pulled. out 'The fish are picked out and

are thrown to one side. The term "basin hole" 1is used because: the

margins -suggest a basin.. After the end of the net has .been

line, pulls the net. back under.the.ice in the same manner as it -

was set, ’ S :

- N, e
- v N
~

reached o;e‘ggn\{eturns to the end. hole and/grasping the running-.’

s
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_ considerable distance ffom their caboose.,. Most.ﬂishcrmen stay in

1reezing before it is nicked up and trahfported to Haxﬁhlver,. ., h“
This s accomplished by burying the fish 1in snow beiide thq ~

. e .
/
22 ) /
‘Placing of pets - S |
. Once a fisherman decides where he wants to fish,\a

. / .
snowmobile pulls his caboose to the desired.place. Nets. are

usually set'in_lines radiating out from a caboose '1like spokes on
a wheel. These lines cre called "strings" ane may be made up of
from ten to fifteen nets., Most fiShermen vtsit\their nets'on

foot, althq@gh some are fortunate in having-doge.Pr snowmobiles,

Fishermen with the latter cohveniences are able to fish é'

P O

-

r

IR T

oné place until the c:tch drops below an economical minimum. Mosty . %
however, are constantly noving a few nets every day when these

nets fail to catch a certain amount

- .
- a N L

S8everal arcas of the lake are known to be Spawning
srounds of whitefish which Spawn as late as January. until these ‘ .
Were protected by a later opening- dcte, a large December prodUction-,)‘

was-made on these grounds. In general, the avaxlability nf iish v

for the hinter is much lower than that for the summer.i, T

.
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Care and handling of fish | . “t'

-

) )t BN e, .- | '
Most of the fish caught during fha Ninter fishery-is ,;ﬁ oL
-,,.u\ﬁ . . el "

shipped fresh. The fisherman has to guﬁfaxagainst tne~ggsn ‘WA-\\." ‘
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basin holee. If the snow is soft and fIUffy the {iQh;cqn\be PR
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kept fresh for seversl days in this way. However, if the snow is

. hard and packed, thevfish will not stey fresh as long. The fish."' )

- which are to be frozen are laid out on the ice immediately after

removal from the nets and allowed to freeze. After they are

. . R "'frozen they are usually~piled and left uncovered awaiting trans-

. portation.

-

Transgortation of fish

. . Fish is tranSported from oft the lake to Hay River by
. | snowmobile and airnlane. The former is by far the most common.-
Some ioxty to iifty snowmobiles operate on the lake during a
winter, There «re usually two or three airplanes, although there
~ have been as many as six in operation during a winter seagon.
| Well travelled snowmobilc trails go to difieient parts
’i{g“;'. : of the lake and althouvh close to shore at the beginning of the
l | _season, thesc trails become ?gre direct .as the ice farther from
c. - 1‘ shore becomes thick enough for travel. Snowmobiles can carry up
.i S :i'to ‘two ‘and one-half tons of fish. 0On the return trin they carry
{‘_.; - - 'wood, groceries, etc., to the fishexmen. Usually one snowmobile"
.; “-ﬂ o ?_ looks after six.or seven cabooses. This entails bringing groceries,
§-§;' ek + .etcey picking up” the fish anﬂ moving the fishermen. Long trips, up
A [:-ha *.\ " to two hundred miles from Hav River, have been made by snowmobile.
ﬁ;gﬁ,i '\& ;Tnese !ong trips are made much more economléally with ski-equipped
e . a;rcrpft. The 1arger airplanes lané'on narked landrng strips on
™R .
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from the fishermen', Flying,.noweﬁer, has its limitations with

. | - . c . . R
weather, - something that rarely prevents snowmobiles from travelling ¢ %

. Slave Lake, N.¥. T, Each year some changes take place; new fisher-~

‘men appear, others lzfve, new boats are brought in or are built;

s 24 .~ . | 4(.

-t

N . ‘ - N N
the-ice to which fish is brought by snowmobile. Some of the

lighﬁef aircraft lahd besidec. cabooscs .and pick up the fish directly
. v \ \

SRR R

-

CONCLUSION

‘This paper has described the commercial‘fishcry on Great

new fishing methods are tried--but the basic picture herein * _
<
‘ described has prevailed for the first seven ycars of the fishery,
E
The Grest Slave Fisncry has become a thriving addition to Canada's !
fresh Water fishing industry. ) ';
-
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