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CRUME TRENDS N CANADA, 1946 - 1973

ANTRODUCT 10K

,

This informal study examines the fluctuations in certain selected offence classifications reported by police aganmes in Canada to Sfa'hshcs Canada
under the Dniform Crime Reporting System (UC.R.) during the calendar years 1966 ~ 1973, inclusive.

The Crime Index offences have been selected as a measuring device because, as a group,they reflect the most coamon criminal occurrences. The offences
are a1l considered to be serious either due to the nature of the crime or by its volume. They do not, in themselves, represent the totality of reported crime; rather
the Crise Index contains only nine of the twenty-five U.C.R. offence classifications repor’ced during the time period involved. The Index Offences are among the most

regularly reported- and Hhorefers, the nost meani ngful for trend studies.

Reported crime does not necessarily reflect the total incidence of crime as many criminal actions are not discovered and not all offences are . .. reported
o official sources, Though reporting practices vary between police agencies with regard to the extent that they report offences, the crime counts used in the C(rime
Index are based on actual offences established by police investigation.

The 0ffence classifications included in the Crime Index to study crime trends in Canada have been selected to enable comparison with the Crime Index
offences reported under the F.Bsl. Uniform Crime Reporting System in the United States. The four index offences reflecting the incidence of violent crime consist of
aurder, forcible rape, aggravated assault and robbery, while offences against property are reflected by three index offences: burglary, larceny - theft, and aute theft.

A fable of concordance between the ULS.A. and Canad1an U.C.R. offence types included in the Index is located in Appendix Gne. The ULS. nomenclature is adopted for this
study.

The sources of data for the study are also contained in Appendix One.

The present study has been undertaken by the Statisties Coordination Section, Ministry of the Solicitor General, Ottawa, Ontario, KA OP8, Canada.
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ANALYSIS

Jahle One = Crime Index Trends (Percent Change Between Consecutive Years, 1966-1973) - Canada & USA Compared.

This table shows the percentage increase or decrease in the incidence of reported index offences between consecutive years. For example, in Canada
there was a 14% increase in reported Robbery offences in 1970 over 1969, and a 12 £ overall increase in the four violent crime indices. When all seven crime index offences
are considered as a total, a 13% increase is recorded. .

The equivalent changes are also indicated for the United States.

Crime in Canada, as neasured by the Crime Index offences, has increased steadily from one year to the next from 1966 to 1971, for offences against the
person and against property. A minor exception is a 2 ¥ decrease in reported Robbery offences in 1971 over 1970. A comparable overall, though lesser, increase is apparent
ir the United States for the 9ame period,

The percentage change for 1972/71 Total Crime Index reveals a decrease of 7% over the previous year. This seems to reflect the overall decrease in the
Property Crime Indicies of 7% (noting the exception of "Auto Theft" which increased 3  between 1371 and 1972), as well as the stabilizing trend revealed in a 1§ increase
for the Total Violent Crime Index. Though a decrease of 19 £ is recorded for the Total Crime Index, 1973/72, the legislative change in the offence category "Larceny §50 and
Over® must be considered when comparing the figures with previous years.

Charts 1-10 enable closer inspection of the Canadian crime trends apparent.

Charts 1= 33 Crime Index Trends Cyaylative and Over Previous Year, Cangda « [ujz] Cring Index Offences, . .

Charts 1 and 3 representing Total Crime Index Offences and Total Property Crime Index Offences, respactively, demonsirate parallel trends over the amyn ysar period. ha!
unrenitting cumulative percentage increase is apparent in the incidence of the reported index offences from 1967 unti1 1971 at which tise the percent change (Cumu]a’n ve and Over
Previous Year) decreases 26% over the two year period 1971 to 1973. Charts 1and 3 include a representation of "CumuTative® and "Over Previous Yesr® perceniage change trends
excluding the figures for the offence category "Larcony $50.00 and Over”, for reasons noted in fuotno’ce (4) of Table 1.

Chart 2 depicting Total Violent Crime Index Offences reveals a similar percentage increase dum‘ng the five year period from 1967 unti1 1971 at which time the rate
stabilizes, indicating no change between 1971 and 1972. However, in con’tras’lt with Charts 1 and 3, there is an 11Z increase in the Total VioTlent Crime Index Offences

“(CunuTlative and Over Previous Year), between 1972 and 1973,

Charts 4 - 7: Crime Index Trends, Cumulative and Over Previous Year, Canada - Violent Crime Index Offences

The four graphs indicate percentage change trends for each of the four offence classifications that comprise the violent crime index, Generally, a steady increase is apparent in
the cumulative percentage change during the period 1967 < 1970, at which time trends vary for each papticular offence. . ’
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‘Hurder: Chart & reveals a steady percentage increase in the incidence of reported offences over the seven year period of 374 A distinct pattern is apparent with plateaux

j.e, no percentage change between two consecutive years) occuring at two-year intervals separated by percentage change increases. The percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is
60.0L Erratic fluctuations tend to occur for the percentage change betwsen consecutive years, however, this is essentially due to the relatively small absolute numbers of
nurder offences reported (i.e. 519 offences in 1972, and 540 offences in 1973). '

Forcible Rape: The trend apparent in chart 5 is one of 2 steady cumulative percentage increase over the seven year period. The graph Tevels off in 1971 where the percentage
increase for 1972 over 1971 is 2%, this is followed by 2 sharp increase of 228 in 1973 over the 1972 rate. The percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is 84. 6% Again, it is
important to remember, as with the murder offence classification, that the absolute nunbers involved for the reported offence of Forcible Rape are relatively small when compared
with the other Index Offence classifications. :

Roboery: Chart § reveals a steady increase in the cumulative percentage change, with the exception of a 2% increase in 1971 over 1970. This slight decline in the rate of
incidence is followed by cumulative percentage increase during 1972 and 1973 The percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is 76.3Z

Aggravated Assault: Chart 7 indicates a continued percentage increase from 1967 until 1971, When the rate of incidence of aggravated assault for 1972 is compared with the
rate for 1071, a decrease of 4% is revealed. However, this trend is followed by percentage increase of 10 in 1973. The percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is 64, 6%,

Charts 8 « 10: Crime Index Trends, Qumu1ative and Over Previous Year, Canada - Property Crime Index Offences.

The three offence classifications detailed a1l show steady cumulative percentage increases over the five year time period 1966 - 1971, the greatest reported increase occuring
for the offence category ™arceny $50.00 and Over® which increased 717 in 1971 over 1966.

Burglary: Chart 8 indicates a steady cumulative percentage increase from 1966 until 1971 with 2 slight decrease from year to year percentage increase of offences reported
over eath of the previous years. Ouring 1972 and 1972, the increase stabilizes with a decrease of 2% in 1972 over 1971 and a 2% increase in 1973 over 1972, The percentage
change in 1973 over 1966 is 48.2%.

larceny §50.00 and Over: Chart 9 indicates a cumulative percentage increase of 84% in 1971 over 1966. In 1972 and 1973, the rate of incidence decreases
rapidly !-16.41 in 1972 over 1971, and =57.6% in 1973 over 1972.). However, caution should be employed when attempting to identify a trend from figures available for
1972 and 1973, (See Table One; footnote (4)). The percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is -36.1%

Auto Theft; Chart 10 appears to follow the same general trend as for the offence "Burglary”; with a continued cumulative percentage increase over the sewen year period,
accompanied by a diminishing percentage increase between successive years, to the extent that no percentage increase is recorded for 1973 rates over 1972 rates. The
percentage change in 1973 over 1966 is 38.0%
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ANALYSIS { continued}

Jable Two -~ Canadian Crime {ndices, Rate and Percent Change 1973 and 1972/71.. .

. This table examines the number of Crime Index offences reported and their rate per ‘100,000 total population to determine the percentage change of each in
1573 over 1972 and 1972 over 1971 :

To exeapiify the logic of the table, in 1973, there were 13,166 robberies reported, or 59.6 robberies per 100,000 of the tota) population. [n 1972, there
were 11,832 such offences reported, or 54,2 offesam per 300, 000 population. Accordingly, in 1973 there was an increase of 1.3 £ in the actual number of reported
robberies when compared with 1972 figures, and a corrasponding increase of 10.0 £ in the rate per 100,000 total population. Comparison of 1972 and 1971 rates for the
sase offence reveals an increase of 24 7 in the actual number of offences 1972 over 1971, and an increase of L7 % in the rate per 100,000 total population.

For the Jotal Crime Index, there was a 6.0 % decrease in the actual number of reported offences in 1972 over 1971, follewed by a further decrease of 17.8%
2 1973 over 1972 Corresponding decreases are reflected in percentage change for rates of 6.6 ¢ for 1972/71 and 18.8 & for 1973/72. Again, the caveat concerning the
change in legislation of the *Theft Over™ category and the resulting effects upon the offence classification of ® larceny §50,00 and Over® is raised when interpreting
those categories containing lLarceny figures (i.e. Total Crime Index; Total Property Crimes; ete.)s
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TABLE ONE: CRIME {NOEX TRENDS { PERCENT CHANGE BETEEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS , 1966-1973) - CANAD‘”& U.S.ASE)CDHPAREDB)

. 1 j
TOT‘A;LC_RWE VIOLENT CRIME {NDICES PROPERTY CRINE INDICES
YEARS COUNTRY INDEX Total {Murder | Forcible | Robbery Aggravated Total | Burglary | larceny §50. | Auto
R_ap_e ' Assault and Over Theft
y CANADA +13 +20 +2 +15 +24 + & +13 +15 +12 1N
TS | ysn +16 5|46 28 | e +:8 g6 | 6 416 1
.| CANADA +16 +16 | +6 +13 +1 +5 +16 +19 +12 N
1968/6%: | oy o7 9 | am a5 | 430 iy A7 +13 421 +18
1969/68 CANADA + +18 0 +N +18 +24 + W +10 +19 +13
usA +11 +11 + 7 +16 +13 +8 s +6 +21 +12
CANADA +13 +12 +22 +6 +14 + 1 +13 + 8 +23 +10
]97°/§9 s +1 2 |48 s2 | 1 +1 +10 T +5
CANADA +10 +1 0 +13 -2 +13 +1 + 7 +17 +10
/70 | ey +6 59 |40 +9 |00 s 8 + 6 + 8 +5 51
. CANADA -1 + 1 + 9 + 2 + 2 .l -7 -2 <16 +3
RN | gy -3 e1 sk TR V6 -3 -2 -3 -7
g3y | S -19(5) Wl 2 140 +10 205 42 -58(4) 0
. USA +5 & +5 + 9 + 1 + 6 +5 +7 + 4 + 4

{1) Derived from Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 85 - 205 Annual Publications of Crime Statistics.
{2) Derived from F.B.l. Uniform Crime Reports for the United States, Annual Publications.
{3} Percent change for both Canada and U,S.A. are based upon actual offmces and rates are calculated for 100,000 total populations

(&) In July, 1972, the Canadian Criminal Cods, Section 294(a) was amended from TTheft Over $50% to "Theft Over $2007. As the change came during the middle of the reporting year 1972,
Statistics Canada did not change the reporting category until 1973, thus the figures for 1972 reflect the offence "Theft Dver §50% 1n the column Larceny $50 and Over; the 1973
Lanzdian figures represent the offence category of Mheft Over $200% while pravious Canedian figures represent "Theft Over $50%. The 1973 figures indicate a substantial decrease in

the rate for the offence category "Theft Over §200% when compared with 1972 figures (~58), mainly resulting fron the change in legislation which increased the value of goo
Tc $206. The decrease in Theft Over $200 was offset by a substantial increase in Theft Under $200 (for 1973/72 the percentage change in rate was +30).

{5} When 1973 figures for "Theft Over §200® are onitted, the total erime index percent change far 1973/72 is +2 as compared to the =19 when "Theft Over 3200 is included. Similarly,
the total property crime index changes from -20 to +2 when the figures for "Theft Over §200" are omitted. Obviously caution should be employed when utilizing crime index figures for the

category SLarceny $50 and Over®,

ds stolen from §50.00
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TABLE TWO;  CANADIAN CRIME INDICES, RATE AND PERCENT CHANGE 1973/72, AMD 1972/71. (1)

REPORTED CRIME 1973 ‘ 912 971
CRINE INDEX OFFENCES Ho Rate hctual Offences: | = 1 Ilhango in 973 Actual Offences 4 Change in .1972
o Rate Ne. Rate Ho. _ Rate No. Rate
TOTAL CRIME INDEX 350,677 1587.1 526,432 195403 «17.8 =185 453,810 2,093.1 6. 0 6.6
VIOLENT CRIMES _ ' -
«Total 17,664 %% 15,751 2.2 L2725 +10.7 15,464 .3 +1.9 +1.3
<Murder 540 2.4 519 2% | +k0 ] 469 22 +10.7 +9.1
~For¢ible Rape 1593 1.2 1,285 59 32,0 +22.0 1,249 5.8 +2.9 +1.7
~Robbery 13,166 59.6 11,832 5,2 | +1.3 +10.0 1,551 53.3 +2.4 +1.7
«Aggravated Assault 2,365 10.7 ) 2,115 9.7 +11.8 +10.3 2,195 161 -3.7 4,0
PROPERTY CRIMES . .
<Total 333,013 1507.2 410,681 1882. 1 -18.9 -19.9 438, 346 2,021.8 «6.3 «6.9
~Burglary 198, 040 896. 3 190,939 875.0 +3.7 +2.4 192, 748 889.0 «0.9 <16
~Larceny $50. & Over 63,382 286.9 149, 356 684.5 | -57.6 =58,1 177,491 818.6 | -15.9 =16.4
=huto Theft ) 77,597 . 32,0 70,386 322.6 +1.7 +04 68, 107 3%.1 +3.3 +2.7

(1) The numbers and pates for the two gategories 'Total Crime Index and Total Property Grimes'require the same caveat as presented in Table One, footnotes (4) and (5).
The parcentage change in rate for-1973/72 for Total Crime Index is = 16.8, as indicated in the table; however, when the category "Larceny §50 and Over® is
oxeTuded, the percentage changs in rata bosomes 2.3, Similarly, for the Total Property Crimes, the percentage change in rate 1973/72, becomes 1.8 when Larceny is
onitted, compared +o the «199 shown in the table when Larceny is included. '

Source: Statistics Ganada Catalogue No 85 « 205



APPENDIX ONE

JABLE OF CONCORDANCE

Index Dffences Reported to Unifors Crime Reports (UCR)

A VIOLEMT CRIMES B. PROPERTY CRIMES
Federal Bureau of lnvestiqation 'UBR Statistics Canada LCR Federal Bureau of lnvestigation UCR .

(Nusber of Actual Offences)

1o Murder and Non-negligent Murder - - % T 5. Burglary

Mans Taughter Karislaughter ) ) :
2, Forcible Rape Raée ‘ : 6. Larceny $50,00 and over
3. Robbory o Robbery : 1.+ Auto Theft

h.v Aggravated Assault ﬂouhdiﬁh}ﬁﬂfl“ D
. Atteapted Murder.-

¥

ro when

DATA SOURCES

The sources of data for this study are as follows:

Offence data: Canada - 1966-1973 Statistics Canada, Catalogue 85-205 Crime Statistics (Police)

United Statas - 19661973 F.Bel., Crime in the United States, Uniform Crime Reports

Population data: Judicial Division, Statistics Canada,

Statistics Canada UCR

(Mumbor of Actual Dffences)

Breaking and Entering

Theft over §50.00 (1966-72)
Theft over $200.00 (1973)

Theft - Motor Vehicle
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