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Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 
2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025: Key findings

•	 This Juristat article examines violent victimization and experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours, excluding 
intimate partner violence, among people aged 15 and older who are Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer, or those who use other terms related to gender and sexual diversity (2SLGBTQ+). The analysis focuses 
specifically on LGB+ (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not heterosexual) 
and gender diverse populations (i.e., transgender and non-binary people).

•	 According to the 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS), nearly two-thirds (65%) of 
2SLGBTQ+ people experienced violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) since the age of 15, compared 
with 38% of non-2SLGBTQ+ (i.e., heterosexual and cisgender) individuals.

•	 Specifically, about two-thirds of LGB+ (66%) and gender diverse (69%) people had experienced violent victimization 
since age 15, higher than their heterosexual (38%) and cisgender peers (40%). When examining these intersecting 
characteristics, prevalence was highest among people who are both LGB+ and gender diverse (74%).

•	 Within the LGB+ population, the prevalence of sexual assault since age 15 was highest among bisexual women 
(63%), followed by lesbian women (43%)—higher than heterosexual women (33%). Gay (35%) and bisexual men 
(33%) were nearly four times as likely as heterosexual men (8.8%) to have experienced sexual assault  
in their lifetime.

•	 Approximately half of bisexual women (54%), bisexual men (54%), gay men (46%) and lesbian women (45%) had 
experienced physical assault since age 15—a larger share than heterosexual women (29%) and men (33%).

•	 Among the gender diverse population, non-binary people (57%) were more likely to have experienced sexual assault 
since age 15 than transgender men (48%) or transgender women (41%).

•	 Non-binary people (64%) were also most likely to be physically assaulted since age 15, compared with transgender 
women (56%) and men (52%). Prevalence of physical and sexual assault was higher for all gender diverse groups 
relative to cisgender women and men.

•	 In the 12 months prior to the survey, both LGB+ (12%) and gender diverse (15%) people were about three times as 
likely to experience violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) compared with their heterosexual (3.6%) and 
cisgender (4.1%) counterparts. When examining physical and sexual assault separately, the prevalence remained 
higher for LGB+ and gender diverse people compared with their heterosexual and cisgender counterparts.

•	 In 2025, 2SLGBTQ+ people were approximately three times as likely as their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to have 
experienced unwanted behaviours in public (including at work or at school) and online in the year prior.

•	 Consistent with other findings, experiences of unwanted behaviours in public were highest among non-binary people 
(72%) and bisexual women (64%). Unwanted behaviours online were most commonly experienced by non-binary 
people, transgender women, transgender men and bisexual women.

•	 Experiences of physical and sexual assault since age 15 and unwanted behaviours in public and online in the past 
12 months were higher among particular demographic groups. Among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, Indigenous people 
and those who identified as being a person with a disability were more likely to have these experiences, compared 
with those who were not Indigenous and those who did not identify as a person with a disability.

•	 Many 2SLGBTQ+ people faced unwanted behaviours specifically related to their sexual orientation or being a gender 
diverse person. For instance, nearly one in five (18%) LGB+ individuals reported being insulted, mistreated, ignored, 
or excluded because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation. Almost two in five (37%) gender diverse people 
were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were, or were assumed to be, transgender.

•	 Among those who were physically or sexually assaulted in the 12 months preceding the survey, 2SLGBTQ+ 
individuals were more likely than non-2SLGBTQ+ people to experience three or more longer-term emotional impacts 
consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder. They were also more likely to indicate being made to feel blamed or 
responsible for the violence experienced.

•	 Among people who experienced violent victimization in the previous 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely 
than non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals to report poorer mental health and lower life satisfaction.
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Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 
2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025
by Danielle Sutton-Preddie and Karen Rauh

Specific manifestations of gender-based violence vary but commonly involve acts of violence directed toward someone based 
on their gender, gender identity, gender expression, or perceived gender (Government of Canada, 2025). These acts include, 
but are not limited to, harassment, psychological or emotional abuse, physical and sexual assault, and homicide. Experiences 
and risks of violence are often rooted in structural inequality and exacerbated by power imbalances. They are further shaped 
by a combination of multiple characteristics such as sexual orientation, gender diversity, Indigenous identity, disability, and 
socioeconomic conditions (Government of Canada, 2022a). These intersecting factors may increase vulnerability to violence 
while also influencing police reporting practices and broader help-seeking behaviours.

Research suggests that the population who is Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or who uses other 
terms related to gender and sexual diversity (2SLGBTQ+)1 are more likely to experience violence and unwanted sexual 
behaviours than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (Jaffray, 2020). Indeed, available data indicate 2SLGBTQ+ people 
are at an increased risk of violent victimization, including elevated rates of sexual assault, hate crime and other forms of 
violence (Bender & Lauritsen, 2021; Hindes et al., 2026; Jaffray, 2020; Klein et al., 2022; Meyer & Flores, 2025; Truman et 
al., 2024). This heightened risk is often linked to homophobia, biphobia, or transphobia, targeting individuals perceived as not 
conforming to dominant norms around gender or sexuality (Davidson et al., 2024; Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). Such stigma 
and discrimination, alongside reduced access to protective resources and supports, may increase exposure to violence 
(Davidson et al., 2024). Negative experiences that may lead to worse outcomes among 2SLGBTQ+ people are commonly 
understood through a minority stress framework, which conceptualizes chronic stress arising from ongoing social stigma, 
discrimination, and victimization—as well as the internalization of negative societal attitudes—as a key pathway contributing 
to poorer physical and mental health outcomes among 2SLGBTQ+ populations (Flentje et al. 2022; Lick et al., 2013; Meyer, 
2003).

In 2025, the second iteration of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) was conducted. The SSPPS 
collects data on various forms of gender-based violence that can occur in public, in the workplace, at school, online and 
within intimate partner relationships. While some of the behaviours measured meet the criminal threshold, namely physical 
and sexual assaults, others do not. Regardless of whether the criminal threshold is met, experiencing any type of gender-
based violence can have serious effects on the physical and mental well-being of victims.

Using data from the 2025 SSPPS, this Juristat article provides insight on violent victimization and experiences of unwanted 
sexual behaviour among 2SLGBTQ+ individuals aged 15 and older, with a specific focus on LGB+ (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not heterosexual)2 and gender diverse populations (i.e., transgender and non-
binary people). Although LGB+ and gender diverse populations are not mutually exclusive, much of this analysis examines  
the two separately.

Previous analysis using 2018 SSPPS revealed violent victimization and experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours were 
more common among LGB+ and gender diverse populations (Jaffray, 2020). However, due to the relatively small size of 
the gender diverse population (i.e., 0.33% of the Canadian population aged 15 and older), the 2018 survey sample was 
not large enough to support disaggregated analysis of violence experienced among transgender men, transgender women 
and non-binary people. To address this limitation, the 2025 SSPPS included an oversample of gender diverse people. This 
article is Statistics Canada’s first in-depth analysis of violent victimization among the gender diverse population that presents 
disaggregated data on outcomes for transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people, helping to address a key 
information gap about these populations.

Building off previous work, the analysis begins by presenting data on lifetime experiences of violent victimization (i.e., since 
age 15) before examining experiences of physical or sexual assault as well as unwanted sexual behaviours in public and 
online that occurred in the 12 months preceding the survey. The analysis concludes by examining the association between 
experiences of violent victimization and health indicators such as self-rated mental health and life satisfaction.

This Juristat article, along with the development and collection of the SSPPS, was funded by Women and Gender  
Equality Canada.
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Text box 1 
Definitions and terminology

Gender refers to an individual's personal and social identity as a man, woman or non-binary person (i.e., a person who 
is neither a man nor a woman). Conceptually, it refers to a person’s inherent sense of being a man, a woman, or a non-
binary person (their gender identity) and how a person presents their gender (gender expression), through body language, 
appearance and aesthetic choices (e.g., clothes, hairstyle and makeup), which may have traditionally been associated 
with a particular gender. A person's gender may differ from their sex at birth, and from what is indicated on their current 
identification or legal documents such as their birth certificate, passport or driver's license.

2SLGBTQ+ refers to the population that is Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or who uses other 
terms related to gender and sexual diversity.

LGB+ refers to persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian or gay, bisexual or pansexual, or another sexual 
orientation that is not heterosexual. In the 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, a person could report their 
sexuality as heterosexual, lesbian or gay, bisexual, or write in a response to describe their sexual orientation.

Cisgender refers to persons whose reported gender corresponds to their reported sex at birth.

Transgender refers to persons whose reported gender does not correspond to their reported sex at birth.

Transgender man refers to persons whose reported sex at birth is female and reported gender is man. It also includes 
persons whose reported gender is transgender or trans man.

Transgender woman refers to persons whose reported sex at birth is male and reported gender is woman. It also 
includes persons whose reported gender is transgender or trans woman.

Non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. It includes persons whose reported 
gender is, for example, agender, pangender, genderqueer, genderfluid, or Two-Spirit.

Gender diverse refers to both transgender and non-binary people.

Men+/women+ In this article, for the gender disaggregation of the LGB+ population, categories include women 
(including cisgender and transgender women) and men (including cisgender and transgender men). Non-binary people 
and respondents who did not state their gender were randomly distributed into one of these categories during the data 
production process. Given the relatively small non-binary population, this was done to permit disaggregation by other 
individual characteristics. More detailed analysis focused specifically on gender diversity is also presented to examine 
differences between gender diverse and cisgender populations.
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Text box 2 
Measuring violent victimization in the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces

Two offence types—physical and sexual assault—are the main focus of this analysis. In the Survey of Safety in Public and 
Private Spaces (SSPPS), questions about these two types of assault are asked separately. Given the distinct patterns, 
contexts, and consequences associated with intimate partner violence, incidents involving intimate partners among 
the 2SLGBTQ+ population are excluded from this analysis and will be examined in forthcoming articles. Consequently, 
experiences of psychological and emotional abuse are also excluded, as these measures are collected within the survey's 
intimate partner violence module. As a result, this article examines a subset of violent victimization experiences captured 
by the SSPPS, focusing on physical and sexual assaults committed by perpetrators other than intimate partners.

This analysis largely focuses on measuring experiences of violence through prevalence; that is, the proportion or total 
scope of the population who have experienced physical or sexual assault in the 12 months preceding the survey and 
at some point in their lifetime (i.e., since the age of 15). The SSPPS also includes variables measuring the frequency 
and severity of violent victimization. Frequency captures the number of unique incidents of violence experienced over 
the 12-month period. Severity is measured through indicators such as whether the respondent was physically injured or 
developed three or more longer-term emotional impacts following the violent victimization.

In the SSPPS, physical assault includes:

•	 Being threatened, hit, slapped, pushed, grabbed, shot, beaten, being threatened with being hit or attacked, or 
being threatened with a weapon by anyone other than an intimate partner (e.g., family member,  
acquaintance, stranger).

Sexual assault includes:

•	 Being subjected to unwanted touching, grabbing, kissing, or fondling, being forced (or attempted) into unwanted 
sexual activity by physical threat, or any other sexual activity where the victim was unable to consent due to being 
drugged, intoxicated, manipulated, or forced other than physically, by anyone other than an intimate partner (e.g., 
family member, acquaintance, stranger).

The questions and definitions used in the SSPPS broadly align with the definitions of physical and sexual assault in the 
Criminal Code and with those used in other victimization surveys in Canada. Alongside physical and sexual assault, the 
SSPPS captures information on certain forms of non-criminal gender-based violence.

Unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work and at school include:

•	 Being subjected to inappropriate sexual jokes, unwanted sexual attention, unwanted physical contact, indecent 
exposure, or suggestions that someone does not act like how a man or woman is supposed to act. Additionally, 
the survey asked if respondents were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or a 
woman; because they are, or are assumed to be, transgender; or because of their actual or assumed  
sexual orientation.

Unwanted sexual behavours online include:

•	 Someone posting or threatening to post intimate images of the respondent without their consent, being 
pressured to share suggestive or explicit images or messages, or having received suggestive or explicit images 
or messages they did not want to receive. Additionally, the survey asked whether respondents had received 
threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text messages, either as the only recipient; or 
through group messages or postings on social media.
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Demographic profile of 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada

According to the 2019 to 2021 Canadian Community Health Survey, the 2SLGBTQ+ population includes approximately  
1.3 million people, representing about 4.4% of the population of Canada aged 15 years and older (Statistics Canada, 2024). 
Based on the 2025 SSPPS, the vast majority (96%) of the 2SLGBTQ+ population were LGB+ individuals and one in six 
(17%) were gender diverse.3

Among the LGB+ population specifically, close to six in ten (58%) were women, 35% were men, and 7.2% were non-binary 
persons.4 Most LGB+ people (87%) were cisgender and 13% were gender diverse. Turning to the gender diverse population, 
nearly half (45%) were non-binary, 30% were transgender women, and one-quarter (25%) were transgender men. The 
majority (80%) of gender diverse people were LGB+, while 20% were heterosexual.5

In terms of age, the 2SLGBTQ+ population was younger overall than the non-2SLGBTQ+ (i.e., heterosexual and cisgender) 
population (average age of 34 versus 48 years). It is possible that older people are less likely to report being 2SLGBTQ+ 
because of having lived a significant part of their life in a society that was less accepting of gender and sexual diversity. 
Indeed, heterosexual women (49 years) and men (47 years) were older, on average, than gay men (41 years), lesbian 
women6 (37 years), bisexual7 men (33 years) and bisexual women (30 years). Similarly, cisgender women (48 years) and 
men (46 years) were older, on average, than transgender women (40 years), transgender men (35 years) and non-binary 
people (31 years).

Given the younger age structure among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, age standardization was used to examine key data 
points to ensure that results are not confounded by age-related differences (see Data sources and methodology), as studies 
show that younger people are more likely to experience violent victimization (Cotter, 2021; Cotter & Burczycka, 2026;  
Jaffray, 2020).

Experiences of victimization among the 2SLGBTQ+ population in Canada

Prevalence of lifetime violent victimization higher among 2SLGBTQ+ than non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals—particularly 
among bisexual women and non-binary people

According to the 2025 SSPPS, excluding intimate partner violence, 65% of the 2SLGBTQ+ population experienced violent 
victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) at any point since age 15 compared with 38% of the non-2SLGBTQ+ population. 
Among LGB+ people, two-thirds (66%) experienced victimization during their lifetime, higher than their heterosexual peers 
(38%) (Table 1). More specifically, about half of LGB+ people had experienced physical assault (52%) or sexual assault 
(49%) at some point since age 15, higher than the prevalence found within the heterosexual population  
(31% and 21%, respectively).

Three-quarters (74%) of bisexual women had experienced violent victimization since age 15—highest among all sexual 
orientation groups. Lesbian women (59%) were also more likely than heterosexual women (42%) to have been victimized 
in their lifetime. Among men, similar proportions of gay (56%) and bisexual men (59%) had been victimized, but both were 
significantly higher than heterosexual men (35%). Age standardized results indicate that the differences between groups 
persisted after accounting for age.

Similarly, seven in ten (69%) gender diverse people experienced violent victimization since age 15, a larger share than 
their cisgender peers (40%) (Table 2).8 In particular, about six in ten (59%) gender diverse people had experienced physical 
assault and half (50%) experienced sexual assault at some point in their lifetime, higher than among the cisgender population 
(32% and 22%, respectively). Three quarters (76%) of non-binary people had experienced violent victimization—greater than 
transgender women (65%) and transgender men (63%). The prevalence was higher among all gender diverse groups than 
their cisgender counterparts and persisted after accounting for age.

While few studies differentiate experiences of violence between non-binary people, transgender men, and transgender 
women, research suggests that people who are visibly transgender or perceived as gender non-conforming are at a greater 
risk of harassment and victimization than those who are not visibly gender non-conforming (Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). While 
many transgender people socially "pass" (i.e. they are not visibly transgender), non-binary people, by definition, do not align 
with social expectations of a binarized gender system and may be more easily identifiable. As a result, non-binary people 
may be more at risk for experiencing misgendering and unique forms of discrimination, rejection, harassment and violence 
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(Matsuno et al., 2024). Studies from the United States and Europe have found higher rates of different types of violent 
victimization among non-binary people (Evje at al., 2026; Harrison et al., 2012), and some research has found high rates 
of violent victimization among transgender women (Evje at al., 2026; Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). In the Canadian context, 
non-binary people experience greater economic precarity than other groups (Rauh et al., 2025), and these socioeconomic 
vulnerabilities may be related to violent victimization, either as a cause or consequence.

Violent victimization highest among those who are both LGB+ and gender diverse

As noted, the LGB+ and gender diverse populations are not mutually exclusive, as some individuals belong to both groups. 
This underscores the relevance of intersectionality, a framework that examines how multiple characteristics of individuals 
intersect to shape their experiences and outcomes (Crenshaw, 1991; Flores et al., 2023). Applied to violent victimization, an 
intersectional perspective recognizes that the combined influence of sexual orientation and gender identity may contribute 
to distinct patterns of risk, discrimination, and vulnerability. In support of this framework, experiences of violent victimization 
were highest at the intersection of LGB+ and gender diverse populations. That is, three-quarters (74%) of people who were 
both LGB+ and gender diverse had experienced violent victimization since age 15 (Table 3). Prevalence was relatively lower 
among the rest of the 2SLGBTQ+ population—that is, those who were both LGB+ and cisgender (64%) or among those 
who were both heterosexual and gender diverse (54%). Experiences of victimization were lowest among heterosexual and 
cisgender people (38%). After accounting for age, victimization remained highest among those who were both LGB+  
and gender diverse.

Bisexual women and non-binary people most likely to experience sexual assault in their lifetime, even after 
accounting for age

Prior research on violent victimization in Canada has shown clear gender differences: women are more likely than men to 
be victims of sexual assault, while physical assault is more prevalent among men (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026). Similar to the 
general population, LGB+ women (57%) were more likely to experience sexual assault in their lifetime than LGB+ men  
(36%) (Table 1).

More specifically, in 2025, among the LGB+ population, the lifetime prevalence of sexual assault was highest among 
bisexual women (63%), followed by lesbian women (43%) (Table 1, Chart 1). In both cases, this was significantly higher than 
heterosexual women (33%). Gay (35%) and bisexual men (33%) were over three times as likely to have experienced sexual 
assault in their lifetime than heterosexual men (8.8%). These patterns persisted after accounting for age differences.
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Existing research points to greater prevalence of violent victimization—including sexual assault, physical assault and intimate 
partner violence—among bisexual women (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2025; Jaffray, 2020; Klein et al., 2022). 
Not only are bisexual women younger, on average, than their heterosexual counterparts, but scholars suggest this elevated 
risk stems from the social stigma bisexual people may experience from both heterosexual and gay and lesbian individuals, 
often leaving them without a sense of acceptance in either straight or gay social spaces (Feinstein & Dyar, 2017; Hayfield 
et al., 2014). As such, bisexual people—and bisexual women in particular—may be stereotyped more negatively than gay 
or lesbian individuals, including assumptions that they are inherently non-monogamous, sexually promiscuous or likely to 
“change” their sexual orientation (Davidson et al., 2024; Dyar et al., 2017; Hayfield et al., 2014). These stereotypes can 
reinforce the perceived acceptability of prejudicial and discriminatory behaviour towards bisexual people, increasing  
the risk of violence.

Among the gender diverse population, non-binary people (57%) were most likely to have experienced sexual assault 
since the age of 15, significantly more so than transgender men (48%) or transgender women (41%) (Table 2, Chart 2).9 
The prevalence was higher for all gender diverse groups than cisgender women (35%) and men (9.8%). Given the 
disproportionate risks of violence experienced by bisexual people, it should be noted that nearly half (45%) of non-binary 
people were bisexual, signaling a substantial overlap between these populations. The higher prevalence of lifetime sexual 
assault among non-binary people persisted after taking age into account.
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A similar share of LGB+ men and women experience a physical assault at some point in their lifetime—higher than 
heterosexual counterparts

Among the general population, men are more likely to experience physical assault than women (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026). 
In contrast, among the LGB+ population, physical assault was experienced by a similar proportion of women (52%) and men 
(51%) at some point in their lifetime (Table 1). Likewise, a similar proportion of bisexual women (54%) and men (54%) had 
experienced this type of violence at least once since age 15, with comparable patterns found among gay men (46%) and 
lesbian women (45%) (Chart 1). These groups were also significantly more likely to experience a physical assault compared 
with heterosexual men (33%) and women (29%), a finding which held after accounting for age.

Non-binary people most likely to experience a physical assault in their lifetime; proportions similar among 
transgender men and women

Within the gender diverse population, non-binary people (64%) were most likely to experience physical assault at least once 
since age 15—higher than transgender women (56%) or transgender men (52%) (Table 2, Chart 2). The prevalence of 
physical assault was higher among all gender diverse groups than cisgender men (34%) and women (31%). After taking age 
into account, the higher prevalence among non-binary people persisted.

Among 2SLGBTQ+ people, physical and sexual assault more commonly experienced by Indigenous people and 
those with a disability

Existing Canadian research shows that experiences of violence are not evenly distributed across the population (Cotter 
& Burczycka, 2026; Cotter, 2021). Indigenous people (First Nations people, Métis and Inuit), women and girls, youth, 
2SLGBTQ+ people, individuals with disabilities or mental health-related conditions, and those experiencing housing instability 
face disproportionately higher risks of violence, reflecting broader patterns of social and structural inequality (Cotter & 
Burczycka, 2026; Cotter, 2021; Perreault, 2022; Statistics Canada, 2022). In some cases, factors associated with elevated 
risk—such as disability, mental health-related conditions and housing instability—may also arise as consequences of 
violence, highlighting the complex and reciprocal relationship between victimization and social vulnerability.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X10



According to the 2025 SSPPS, among LGB+ people, the lifetime prevalence of physical assault varied by demographic 
characteristics (Table 4). For example, LGB+ individuals who were Indigenous (69%) experienced higher prevalence of 
physical assault than their non-Indigenous counterparts (50%). Likewise, lifetime experiences of physical assault were more 
prevalent among LGB+ people who self-identified as a person with a disability10 (66%) relative to those who did not (44%). 
Among the LGB+ population—and similar to broader patterns in Canada (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026)—racialized people 
(42%) and those born outside of Canada (46%) were less likely to indicate that they experienced physical assault in their 
lifetime than their non-racialized (53%) and Canadian-born (53%) counterparts.

Similarly, for gender diverse people, the prevalence of violent victimization varied by demographic characteristics  
(Table 5). For example, physical and sexual assault since age 15 was higher among gender diverse Indigenous people  
(71% and 58%, respectively) than their non-Indigenous counterparts (57% and 49%, respectively). Physical and sexual 
assault since age 15 was also higher among gender diverse individuals who self-identified as a person with a disability  
(67% and 56%, respectively) than those who did not (51% and 44%, respectively).

Experiences of physical and sexual assault in the past 12 months

Frequency of violent victimization higher among LGB+ and gender diverse people

In the 12 months prior to the survey, LGB+ people were three times as likely to experience violent victimization  
(i.e., physical or sexual assault) compared with their heterosexual counterparts (12% versus 3.6%). Additionally, LGB+ people 
were also more likely to experience multiple incidents of violence over the 12-month period relative to their heterosexual 
peers (60% versus 51%). This finding, however, was highly gendered. LGB+ women (62%) were more likely to experience 
multiple incidents of violent victimization, compared with heterosexual women (54%). Meanwhile, among men, there were 
no statistically significant difference between LGB+ men and heterosexual men who experienced multiple incidents of 
victimization.

Likewise, gender diverse individuals were over three times as likely as cisgender people to experience violent victimization 
in the 12 months prior to the survey (15% versus 4.1%). Among those who experienced violent victimization, gender diverse 
people were also more likely to experience multiple incidents of violence (63% versus 52%) than cisgender people.

LGB+ people three times as likely as heterosexual individuals to experience physical assault in previous  
12 months; five times as likely to experience sexual assault

Overall, in 2025, LGB+ people were nearly three times as likely as heterosexual people to experience a physical assault in 
the 12 months prior (7.9% versus 2.8%) (Table 1). In addition, LGB+ people were more likely than heterosexual individuals to 
experience the different types of physical assault captured in the survey (Chart 3). For LGB+ women specifically, experiences 
of physical assault were four times higher among bisexual (7.9%) and lesbian women (8.3%) than heterosexual women 
(2.0%). Physical assault in the last 12 months was also higher among bisexual men (9.6%) than heterosexual men (3.5%), 
with no statistically significant difference between gay (5.4%) and heterosexual men (3.5%). When taking age into account, 
the prevalence decreased among LGB+ groups yet remained higher than their heterosexual counterparts.
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LGB+ people (6.4%) were more than five times as likely as heterosexual people (1.2%) to have experienced a sexual assault 
in the previous 12 months (Table 1, Chart 3). In particular, bisexual women (8.1%) were twice as likely as lesbian women 
(3.5%) and four times as likely as heterosexual women (1.9%) to have experienced sexual assault. Among men, a similar 
share of gay (5.3%) and bisexual men (5.1%) experienced sexual assault in the previous 12 months—nine times that of 
heterosexual men (0.6%). After taking age into account, these differences diminished, however, the prevalence of sexual 
assault remained higher for bisexual women than heterosexual women, as it did for gay and bisexual men compared with 
heterosexual men.

Gender diverse people four times as likely as cisgender people to experience physical or sexual assault in ​ 
previous 12 months

Gender diverse individuals were nearly four times as likely as cisgender people to experience a physical assault in the 
previous year (11% versus 3.1%) and were more likely to experience the different types of physical assault captured in the 
survey (Table 2, Chart 4).
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The proportions of transgender men (13%), non-binary people (12%) and transgender women (8.7%) who were physically 
assaulted in the past 12 months were statistically similar—however, all were higher than cisgender men (3.6%) and women 
(2.5%). After taking age into account, the prevalence decreased for some gender diverse groups yet remained significantly 
higher than cisgender people.

Similar to physical assault findings, gender diverse people were four times as likely as cisgender people to have experienced 
sexual assault in the past 12 months (6.5% versus 1.6%) (Table 2, Chart 4). The prevalence of sexual assault was similar 
between non-binary people (7.0%), transgender women (6.3%) and transgender men (5.9%)—each were higher than 
cisgender women (2.3%) and men (0.8%).11 After accounting for age, the prevalence of sexual assault remained higher for 
transgender women and non-binary people than cisgender women and men.12

LGB+ individuals more likely to experience victimization at a private location, by someone they know

People may experience multiple incidents of physical or sexual assault within a one-year period. The information presented 
here reflects the incident respondents deemed as being the most serious (i.e., the one that affected them the most).13 As a 
result, data reflect these most serious incidents and do not capture characteristics of other physical or sexual assaults that 
may have been experienced by respondents in the 12 months preceding the survey.

Among those who experienced a non-intimate partner physical assault in the previous 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were 
more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to indicate the most serious incident occurred in a private residence 
(38% versus 29%) (Table 6). In particular, LGB+ individuals were more likely to be physically assaulted in a private residence 
compared with their heterosexual peers (38% versus 29%). There were no statistically significant differences in the location 
of physical assault for gender diverse people relative to cisgender people. However, a higher share of gender diverse people 
were sexually assaulted in the street or other public place, relative to cisgender people (23% versus 13%).

In terms of the relationship of the perpetrator to the victim, and aligned with the increased likelihood of violence occurring in a 
private residence, physical assault incidents against LGB+ people were more likely to involve someone known to them  
(61% versus 52%) and less likely to involve a stranger (37% versus 46%), compared with their heterosexual counterparts.14 
For sexual assault, three-quarters (74%) of 2SLGBTQ+ people were victimized by someone they knew, mirroring what was 
found for non-2SLGBTQ+ people (73%).
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Among 2SLGBTQ+ and non-2SLGBTQ+ people alike, most victims stated that their perpetrator or perpetrators were all or 
mostly men (Table 6). That said, LGB+ individuals were more likely than heterosexual people to indicate that a woman or 
women was responsible for the physical assault (18% versus 12%).15 Gender diverse people were less likely to be physically 
(68%) or sexually assaulted (66%) by a man or men in the previous 12 months than cisgender people (76% and  
79%, respectively).

Physical assaults against 2SLGBTQ+ people less likely to come to the attention of the police

Decisions about whether to report violent incidents to police are often complex. Some individuals may perceive an incident as 
too minor or not serious enough to report, while others may face barriers that discourage engagement with the criminal justice 
system, including fear of not being believed, concerns about stigma or discrimination, previous negative experiences with 
police, or mistrust of institutions (Government of Canada, 2022b; Johnson, 2017; Lorenz et al., 2021). These barriers may 
be further intensified among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, which historically, experienced criminalization and discriminatory 
policing (Prime Minister of Canada, 2017; RCMP, 2026). Although laws in Canada have changed substantially, research 
suggests that lingering mistrust of police and institutions, fears of homophobic, biphobic, or transphobic treatment, being 
misgendered or outed, and a lack of 2SLGBTQ+-affirming and culturally competent health, social, and victim support services 
may further reduce the likelihood of reporting victimization to police (Erentzen & Schuller, 2020; Perry & Ginsley, 2022).

Lending support to prior research, 2025 SSPPS data show that physical assaults against 2SLGBTQ+ people were less likely 
to come to the attention of the police,16 compared with non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals (22% versus 29%) (Table 6). However, 
2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely to contact or use any services for help than was the case for non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals 
(20% versus 13%).17 For sexual assaults, there was no statistically significant difference in police reporting practices between 
2SLGBTQ+ and non-2SLGBTQ+ people, although they were more likely to contact or use any services for help than their 
non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (22% versus 14%).

2SLGBTQ+ people more likely to experience negative impacts following violent victimization

Alongside the harm experienced during the actual violent incident, many victims experience secondary victimization due to 
negative interactions with the criminal justice system, friends and family, or society more broadly (OFOVC, 2024). A common 
form of this is victim-blaming, where responsibility for the violence is shifted onto the victim. This may involve scrutinizing 
a victim’s behaviour or appearance in ways that imply they contributed to their own victimization, rather than placing 
responsibility on the perpetrator.

According to the 2025 SSPPS, 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to indicate 
that someone made them feel as though they were responsible or to blame for the physical assault incident (36% versus 
23%) as well as the sexual assault incident (40% versus 27%) that they experienced (Table 6).

Not only were 2SLGBTQ+ people more likely to feel blamed for their own victimization, one-third (33%) had also reported 
experiencing three or more longer-term emotional impacts consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)18 following 
the physical assault incident, higher than what was reported by their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (19%). The same was 
found for sexual assault incidents—37% of 2SLGBTQ+ people experienced longer-term emotional impacts compared with 
23% of their non-2SLGBTQ+ peers.

Impacts can also be measured in terms of behavioural changes following the incident, which were disproportionately seen 
among the 2SLGBTQ+ population. In particular, as a result of the physical assault, 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were more likely 
than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to report carrying something to defend themselves or alert others (29% versus 16%), 
to become withdrawn from social events or activities they typically enjoy (37% versus 25%) and to stay home in order to 
avoid similar experiences (35% versus 26%). Likewise, 2SLGBTQ+ people who were sexually assaulted were more likely 
to avoid certain places (53%) or stay home to avoid similar experiences (46%) relative to their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts 
(39% and 35%, respectively).19
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Experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work and at school in the past 12 months

In addition to the criminal forms of gender-based violence captured by the SSPPS, the survey also asked about experiences 
of unwanted sexual behaviours within three distinct settings: in public, at work, and at school.20 While such experiences may 
not always amount to criminal offences, they can nonetheless erode quality of life, constrain how individuals engage with 
others and their communities, and affect their sense of safety.

Specifically, the 2025 SSPPS collected information on the following eight unwanted behaviours occurring in each setting: 
being subjected to inappropriate sexual jokes; unwanted sexual attention; unwanted physical contact; indecent exposure; 
or suggestions that they do not act like how a man or woman is supposed to act. Respondents were also asked if they were 
insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or a woman; because they are, or are assumed to be, 
transgender; or because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation.

This analysis focuses on experiences in the past 12 months when in public places (i.e., anywhere people can access with 
little or no restriction, such as coffee shops, the street, shopping malls, public transportation, bars, or restaurants), at work, 
and in school settings. For readability, the term “unwanted behaviours” will be used throughout this section to refer collectively 
to unwanted sexual behaviours experienced in public spaces, workplaces, and schools, unless otherwise specified.

2SLGBTQ+ people three times as likely as non-2SLGBTQ+ people to experience unwanted behaviours in public

Like other forms of gender-based violence presented in this article, in 2025, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more than three times 
as likely as their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to have experienced unwanted behaviours in the year prior (52% versus 16%). 
Specifically, this was the case for more than half (53%) of LGB+ people and six in ten (61%) gender diverse people  
(Table 7, Table 8).

As was the case for physical and sexual assault, experiences of unwanted behaviours varied among people with intersecting 
characteristics: seven in ten (71%) people who were both LGB+ and gender diverse had experienced such behaviours in 
the past 12 months (Table 3). Prevalence was lower among the rest of the 2SLGBTQ+ population, and lowest overall among 
heterosexual and cisgender people (16%). These patterns held after taking age into account.

Both LGB+ women (61%) and LGB+ men (41%) were more likely to experience unwanted behaviours than their heterosexual 
counterparts (23% and 10%, respectively). Specifically, lesbian (53%) and bisexual women (64%) experienced higher 
prevalence of unwanted behaviours than gay (38%) and bisexual (42%) men. After taking age into account, prevalence 
remained highest for lesbian and bisexual women.

Among the gender diverse population, a higher share of non-binary people (72%) experienced unwanted behaviours than 
transgender men (56%) and transgender women (50%).21 All gender diverse groups were more likely to experience unwanted 
behaviors than cisgender people, a pattern which held after accounting for age.

Almost one in five LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of their actual or 
assumed sexual orientation

In 2025, LGB+ people were more likely to have experienced each of the eight unwanted behaviours measured by the 
survey (Table 7). Almost one-fifth (18%) of LGB+ people indicated that they were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded 
in the previous year because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation. While LGB+ women were generally more likely 
to experience unwanted behaviours than LGB+ men, here the opposite was true. A larger share of LGB+ men (20%) than 
women (17%) reported experiencing discrimination based on their sexual orientation.

While sexual orientation is a different concept than gender diversity, the two may overlap when it comes to lived experiences. 
Some cisgender LGB+ people may also be victims of transphobia based on others’ perceptions of their gender identity or 
expression. Indeed, one in ten (9.0%) LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were, 
or were assumed to be, transgender. Further, one quarter (26%) of LGB+ people encountered suggestions that they don't act 
like a man or woman is supposed to act—more than five times higher (4.6%) than heterosexual people.
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Nearly one-quarter (22%) of LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or 
woman—over three times higher than their heterosexual counterparts (6.1%). Like the heterosexual population, a greater 
proportion of LGB+ women (29%) experienced this type of discrimination than LGB+ men (10%).

Alongside the discriminatory experiences outlined above, LGB+ individuals were four times as likely as heterosexual people 
to experience unwanted physical contact (23% versus 5.7%). They were also three times as likely as heterosexual people 
to experience unwanted sexual attention (30% versus 7.8%), inappropriate sexual jokes (28% versus 8.0%), and indecent 
exposure (6.7% versus 1.9%). Among the LGB+ population, a higher share of women had these experiences than men, 
mirroring the pattern seen among the heterosexual population.

Almost two in five gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were, or 
were assumed to be, transgender

Gender diverse people were more likely than cisgender people to experience each of the eight unwanted behaviours 
measured by the survey (Table 8). Nearly two in five (37%) gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or 
excluded because they were, or were assumed to, be transgender.22 Similarly, gender diverse people were more likely than 
cisgender people to encounter suggestions that they don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act (37% versus 5.8%). 
Nearly one quarter (23%) of gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man 
or woman—three times higher than cisgender people (7.1%).

Sexual orientation and gender diversity often overlap in peoples lived experiences. Gender diverse people may experience 
differential treatment based on their sexual orientation or others’ perceptions of their sexual orientation. Almost three in ten 
(28%) gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of their actual or assumed  
sexual orientation.

Gender diverse people were also three times as likely as cisgender people to experience unwanted sexual attention (31% 
versus 9.2%), inappropriate sexual jokes (27% versus 9.2%), unwanted physical contact (25% versus 6.8%), and indecent 
exposure (7.0% versus 2.2%). Repeated experiences of unwanted attention, comments, or physical contact can convey 
that one's gender identity or expression is subject to scrutiny or objectification. Such experiences have been associated with 
poorer mental health, heightened internalized stigma, and reduced well-being among gender diverse people (Cascalheira & 
Choi, 2023; Kimber et al., 2024).

Among 2SLGBTQ+ population, experiencing unwanted behaviours more common among youth, Indigenous people 
and those with a disability, less so among immigrants and racialized people

Among 2SLGBTQ+ people, unwanted behaviours in public, at work and at school were most commonly experienced at least 
once in the previous year by certain demographics: youth aged 15 to 24 (63%), Indigenous people (61%) and those who 
self-identified as having a disability (61%). In contrast, among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, a lower share of racialized people 
(42%) indicated they experienced unwanted behaviours than non-racialized (54%) individuals. Similarly, this was the case 
for a lower proportion of 2SLGBTQ+ people born outside of Canada (41%) than their Canadian-born counterparts (55%). 
There is considerable overlap among the racialized and immigrant populations and findings varied among racialized people 
depending on place of birth. Among racialized 2SLGBTQ+ people, Canadian-born individuals (57%) were more likely to 
indicate that they had experienced unwanted behaviours than those not born in Canada (35%). The same general patterns 
were observed when disaggregated for the LGB+ and gender diverse populations separately.

Experiences of unwanted behaviours online in past 12 months

Technology-facilitated violence (e.g., online harassment, cyberstalking, and non-consensual sharing of intimate or explicit 
images) is another dimension of gender-based violence.23 Research suggests that anti-2SGLBTQ+ sentiment often occurs 
through digital platforms, where individuals—especially transgender people—may be subjected to hate messages, threats, 
disinformation campaigns and other forms of identity-based abuse (Egale, 2025). Likewise, cyberbullying is more prevalent 
among transgender, non-binary and LGB+ adolescents than their cisgender and heterosexual peers and is linked to higher 
rates of depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation and attempts (Egale, 2025; Kingsbury & Arim, 2023). As digital spaces 
become more embedded in daily life, they become another avenue through which 2SLGBTQ+ people may experience harm.
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The 2025 SSPPS asked respondents whether they experienced unwanted behaviours online — either through text message, 
on a social media site, or another Internet-based platform. Specifically, respondents were asked whether someone posted or 
threatened to post intimate images of them without their consent; if they had been pressured to share suggestive or explicit 
images or messages; or had received suggestive or explicit images or messages they did not want to receive. Additionally, 
the survey asked whether respondents had received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text 
messages, either as the only recipient; or through group messages or postings on social media.24

LGB+ individuals three times as likely as heterosexual people to experience unwanted behaviours online

Similar to findings on in-person experiences, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts 
to have experienced unwanted behaviours online in the past 12 months. When examining intersecting sexual orientation 
and gender diversity characteristics, these experiences were highest among those who were both LGB+ and gender diverse 
(39%) (Table 3). LGB+ people were more likely than their heterosexual peers (27% versus 9.1%) to have experienced 
unwanted behaviours online (Table 7). This finding persisted after accounting for age.

LGB+ individuals were also more likely than their heterosexual peers to experience each of the unwanted behaviours 
online. Among the LGB+ population, women were more likely than men to personally receive threatening emails, social 
media messages, or text messages (14% versus 11%), be pressured to send, share or post sexually suggestive images 
or messages (8.7% versus 5.6%) and more likely to receive sexually suggestive images or messages they did not want to 
receive (19% versus 14%).

Gender diverse individuals over three times as likely as cisgender people to experience unwanted  
behaviours online

In 2025, gender diverse individuals were over three times as likely to experience unwanted behaviours online than cisgender 
people in the previous 12 months (34% versus 10%) (Table 8). This overarching pattern remained after adjusting for age. 
Among the gender diverse population, a larger share of non-binary people (37%) experienced unwanted sexual behaviours 
online than transgender men (29%). There was no statistically significant difference between the proportion of transgender 
women (32%) who had experienced unwanted sexual behaviours online compared with transgender men and  
non-binary people.

For each of the online behaviours measured, proportions were higher among gender diverse people than their cisgender 
counterparts. Gender diverse people were more likely than cisgender people to receive threatening or aggressive emails, 
social media messages, or text messages personally (17% versus 5.5%) or to a group or post on social media (13% versus 
3.0%). Gender diverse people were also more likely than cisgender people to have someone post or distribute, or threaten to 
post or distribute, intimate or sexually explicit images of them without consent (2.6% versus 1.5%), to be pressured to send, 
share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages (9.1% versus 1.6%),25 or to receive sexually suggestive 
images or messages when they did not want to receive them (20% versus 4.8%).

Among 2SLGBTQ+ population, experiencing unwanted behaviours online more common among Indigenous people 
and those with a disability, less so among those born outside of Canada

Like experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours in public, experiencing unwanted behaviours online 
occurred more often among certain demographic groups within the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Among 2SLGBTQ+ people, 
experiences of unwanted behaviours online in the previous year were most common among Indigenous people (41%) and 
those who self-identified as having a disability (36%). In contrast, 2SLGBTQ+ people born outside of Canada (20%) were less 
likely to experience unwanted behaviours than their Canadian-born (28%) counterparts.26 Experiencing unwanted behaviours 
online were more common among younger age groups within the 2SLGBTQ+ population, than those aged 45 to 54 and those 
aged 55 and older.
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Text box 3 
Homelessness and victimization among 2SLGBTQ+ people

The Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) measured two forms of homelessness: (1) sheltered and 
unsheltered, and (2) hidden. Sheltered and unsheltered homelessness refers to ever having lived on the street, in a 
shelter, or in an abandoned building because the respondent had nowhere else to go. Hidden homelessness refers to 
ever having temporarily stayed with family or friends because they had nowhere else to live (e.g., couch-surfing).

Aligned with other studies indicating that 2SLGBTQ+ people are disproportionately affected by homelessness (McCann 
& Brown, 2019; Uppal, 2022), 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were nearly twice as likely as non-2SLGBTQ+ people to have 
experienced some form of homelessness in their lifetime (25% versus 14%). More specifically, LGB+ people were more 
likely to experience homelessness than heterosexual people, regardless of whether it was hidden (25% versus 13%), or 
sheltered or unsheltered (5.4% versus 2.4%). There were no statistically significant differences between LGB+ women 
and LGB+ men in prior experiences of homelessness.

Similarly, gender diverse people were over twice as likely as cisgender people to experience some form of homelessness 
in their lifetime, whether hidden (31% versus 14%), or sheltered or unsheltered (6.8% versus 2.6%). Among gender 
diverse people, there were no statistically significant differences between transgender men, transgender women, and  
non-binary people in terms of their likelihood of ever having been homeless.

Prevalence of recent physical or sexual assault highest among LGB+ and gender diverse people who had prior 
experiences of homelessness

Experiences of homelessness are also associated with victimization, both as a risk factor (e.g., living in a precarious 
situation) or as a consequence (e.g., becoming homeless to escape violence). While these experiences of homelessness 
may have occurred at any point in the respondent’s life, there was a notable relationship with ever having been homeless 
and experiencing violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) in the 12 months preceding the survey.

In 2025, among the population who had ever experienced any type of homelessness, one in six (17%) LGB+ people 
experienced violent victimization in the previous 12 months, compared with 6.4% of heterosexual people. Likewise, 
among LGB+ people, violent victimization was highest among those who had experienced any type of homelessness than 
those who had not (17% versus 10%).

While experiences of physical or sexual assault were higher among LGB+ people who experienced any type of 
homelessness, the gap was widest among bisexual people. In fact, bisexual men (22%) and women (16%) who were ever 
homeless were about three times as likely to experience violence in the 12 months prior compared with heterosexual men 
(7.4%) and heterosexual women (5.3%). 

The differences were more pronounced for sheltered or unsheltered homelessness. More than one-quarter (26%) of 
LGB+ people who had ever experienced this type of homelessness were victimized in the 12 months prior, higher than 
their heterosexual counterparts (10%) and higher than LGB+ people who had not experienced sheltered or unsheltered 
homelessness (11%).

Among the gender diverse population who had ever experienced any type of homelessness, one in five (21%) were 
physically or sexually assaulted in the previous 12 months. This was higher than their cisgender counterparts who had 
experienced homelessness (7.4%) and higher than gender diverse people who had never experienced  
homelessness (11%).

Again, the differences were more pronounced for sheltered or unsheltered homelessness. Almost two in five (38%) gender 
diverse individuals who had ever experienced sheltered or unsheltered homelessness had been victimized in the previous 
12 months, higher than among their cisgender counterparts (12%) and higher than gender diverse people who had not 
experienced sheltered or unsheltered homelessness (13%). There were no statistically significant differences in the 
prevalence of victimization among transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people who had  
experienced homelessness.
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Mental health and life satisfaction among the 2SLGBTQ+ population

Violent victimization associated with lower life satisfaction and poorer mental health among 2SLGBTQ+ people 
relative to non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals

The impacts of violent victimization often extend well beyond the immediate incident. Victimization can have lasting effects on 
psychological well-being, contribute to chronic health issues, and shape overall quality of life, making these measures critical 
for understanding the full scope and persistence of harm.

2SLGBTQ+ people often experience poorer physical and mental health, which has been attributed to greater exposure to 
minority stress, including actual or anticipated experiences of discrimination or victimization, concealment of 2SLGBTQ+ 
status and the internalization of negative societal attitudes (Flentje et al., 2022; Lick et al., 2013; Meyer, 2003). Indeed, 
results from the 2025 SSPPS show that gender diverse and LGB+ people overall were less likely than their heterosexual 
and cisgender counterparts to be highly satisfied with their lives, and more likely to rate their mental health as fair or poor, 
regardless of whether they had been victimized.

That said, experiences of violence can have an impact on mental health and well-being. Among those who experienced 
physical or sexual assault in the previous 12 months, one-fifth (21%) of LGB+ people were highly satisfied with their lives, 
compared with more than one-third (36%) of heterosexual people (Table 9). Life satisfaction was lower among gender diverse 
victims of violence, as they were half as likely to report high life satisfaction, relative to their cisgender counterparts (14% 
versus 33%) (Table 10).

In terms of mental health among those who had experienced a physical or sexual assault in the past 12 months, two-thirds 
(67%) of LGB+ people indicated their mental health was fair or poor compared with 37% of heterosexual people (Table 9). 
Mental health outcomes were worse among the gender diverse population, where nearly three-quarters (73%) of those who 
had been assaulted indicated their mental health was fair or poor, compared with 42% of cisgender people (Table 10).

It should be noted that these analyses are based on cross-sectional survey data and cannot determine a causal relationship. 
Respondents rated their mental health and life satisfaction at the time of the survey, while victimization was measured based 
on experiences during the previous 12 months. As a result, the findings describe current well-being relative to previous violent 
victimization, but cannot determine whether victimization contributed to poorer well-being, whether pre-existing mental health 
challenges increased vulnerability to victimization, or whether both are influenced by other underlying factors.

Summary

The 2025 SSPPS provides the latest data on the prevalence and nature of gender-based violence in Canada, allowing for 
an examination of violence experienced by 2SLGBTQ+ people aged 15 and older, disaggregated by sexual orientation 
and gender diversity. Alongside disaggregated data on the LGB+ population, this Juristat presented findings specific to 
transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people, helping to address a longstanding gap in national data on the 
experiences of gender diverse people.

According to the 2025 SSPPS, nearly two-thirds of 2SLGBTQ+ people experienced violent victimization (i.e., physical 
or sexual assault) since the age of 15, higher than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts. When examining intersecting 
characteristics, experiences of violence and unwanted sexual behaviours were highest among people who are both LGB+ 
and gender diverse. These findings held when examining LGB+ and gender diverse populations separately, and after 
accounting for the younger age structure of the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Indeed, LGB+ and gender diverse people were more 
likely to experience all forms of violent victimization at any point since age 15 and at least once in the 12 months prior to the 
survey compared with their heterosexual and cisgender counterparts.

Among the LGB+ population, lesbian women, gay men, and bisexual women and men all experienced a higher prevalence of 
violent victimization since the age of 15 than heterosexual women and men. Likewise, for gender diverse people, prevalence 
was higher among transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people than cisgender women and men. 
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Experiences of violent victimization vary among different segments of the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Among 2SLGBTQ+ people 
who experienced a physical or sexual assault at some point in their lifetime, prevalence was highest among Indigenous 
people, and those who self-identified as having a disability. Moreover, violent victimization in the past 12 months was notably 
higher among LGB+ and gender diverse people who had ever been homeless, compared with their heterosexual and 
cisgender counterparts.

The impacts of violent victimization can persist long after the incident itself. Among people in Canada who experienced a 
physical or sexual assault in the 12 months prior to the 2025 SSPPS, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely than their non-
2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to develop three or more longer-term emotional impacts consistent with post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were also more likely than non-2SLGBTQ+ people to indicate being made to feel blamed or 
responsible for the violence and were more likely to change some of their behaviours because of the violent incident. More 
generally, among people who experienced victimization in the past 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely to have 
poorer mental health and less life satisfaction compared with their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts.

Alongside capturing forms of violence that meet the criminal threshold, the 2025 SSPPS also measured peoples’ experiences 
of unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work, at school and online in the past 12 months. Like other patterns, LGB+ and 
gender diverse people were more likely to experience unwanted behaviours in public and online than their heterosexual and 
cisgender peers. A sizable proportion had experienced mistreatment based on others’ perceptions of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 

The 2025 SSPPS enabled more in-depth analysis of experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among 
LGB+ and gender-diverse populations than what is typically possible in household surveys, where sample size limitations 
often constrain disaggregated analysis. While the results presented in this article identify clear patterns of victimization 
across the 2SLGBTQ+ population, they do not explain why particular groups experience elevated risk, nor whether these 
experiences function as causes or consequences of broader social and economic factors. Further research is needed to 
better understand the mechanisms underlying these findings.

Data sources and methodology

In 2024-2025, Statistics Canada conducted the second cycle of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS). 
The SSPPS was previously collected in 2018. The purpose of the survey is to collect information on Canadians’ experiences 
in public, at work, online, and in their intimate partner relationships.

The target population for the SSPPS included all persons 15 years of age and older in Canada, excluding full-time residents 
of institutions and residents of First Nations reserves. The 2025 SSPPS is a sample survey with a cross-sectional design. 
The survey in the provinces also now uses a targeted respondent approach, meaning a sample of persons is directly selected 
from the survey frame. The survey frame for the SSPPS in the territories is an area frame of dwellings constructed for the 
Labour Force Survey (LFS). The sample of selected dwellings was sent to the field for collection. Upon contact with a resident 
of the selected dwelling, one household member 15 years of age and older was randomly selected to complete the  
SSPPS questionnaire.

In the provinces, data collection took place from October 2024 to June 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by 
self-administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered telephone questionnaire. Respondents were able to 
respond in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 10 provinces was 46,511 respondents. The 
response rate in the provinces was 32.3%, down from 43.1% in 2018.

In the territories, data collection took place from January to July 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by self-
administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered in-person questionnaire. Respondents were able to respond 
in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 3 territories was 2,036 respondents. The response rate in 
the territories was 53.1%, down from 73.2% in 2018.

Non-respondents included people who refused to participate, could not be reached, or could not speak English or French. 
Respondents in the sample were weighted so that their responses represent the non-institutionalized, off-reserve Canadian 
population aged 15 and older.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X20



Sampling and age standardization

Following consultations and based on findings using the data from 2018 SSPPS, the overall sample size in 2025 was 
increased, including oversampling of Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Inuit, and Métis), gender diverse people  
(i.e., non-binary, transgender women and transgender men) and youth (aged 15 to 24). This oversampling enabled increased 
disaggregation and intersectional analysis of these key populations.

Age-standardized rates were calculated to account for the younger age structure of the 2SLGBTQ+ population, compared 
with the heterosexual and cisgender populations. The age structure of a population refers to the proportion of people in 
predetermined age groups. To calculate age-standardized rates, populations of interest are mathematically adjusted to 
have the same age structure as a different population, called the standard population. In this article, heterosexual people, 
heterosexual men, cisgender people, or cisgender men served as the standard population, depending on the analysis.  
Age-adjusted estimates reflect what the estimate would be if the group under study had the same age distribution as the 
relevant standard population.

Data limitations

As with any household survey, there are some data limitations. The results are based on a sample and are therefore subject 
to sampling errors. Somewhat different results might have been obtained if the entire population had been surveyed.

For the quality of estimates, the lower and upper bounds of the confidence intervals are presented. Confidence intervals 
should be interpreted as follows: If the survey were repeated many times, then 95% of the time (or 19 times out of 20), the 
confidence interval would cover the true population value.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025 

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 21



References
Anzani, A., Lindley, L., Tognasso, G., Paz Galupo, M., & Prunas, A. (2021). “Being talked to like I was a sex toy, like being 
transgender was simply for the enjoyment of someone else”: Fetishization and sexualization of transgender and nonbinary 
individuals. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 50(3), 897-911.

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2025). Family, domestic and sexual violence: LGBTIQA+ people. 
Australian Government.

Bender, A.K., & Lauritsen, J.L. (2021). Violent victimization among lesbian, gay, and bisexual populations in the United States: 
Findings from the National Crime Victimization Survey, 2017-2018. American Journal of Public Health, 111(2), 318-326.

Cascalheira, C.J., & Choi, N.-Y. (2023). Transgender dehumanization and mental health: Microaggressions, sexual 
objectification, and shame. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 51(4), 532-559.

Cotter, A. (2021). Criminal victimization in Canada, 2019. Juristat. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 85-002-X.

Cotter, A., & Burczycka, M. (2026). Gender differences in experiences of violence and unwanted sexual behaviour in Canada, 
2025. Juristat. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 85-002-X.

Crenshaw, K. (1991). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence against women of color. Stanford 
Law Review, 43(6), 1241–1299.

Davidson, C.A., Mantler, T., & Jackson, K.T. (2024). Gender-based violence and 2SLGBTQI+ groups. Societies, 
14(242), 1-20.

Dyar, C., Lytle, A., London, B., & Levy, S. R. (2017). An experimental investigation of the application of binegative 
stereotypes. Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 4(3), 314–327.

Egale. (2025). Digital discrimination: An analysis on the impact of social media and artificial intelligence on 
anti-2SLGBTQI hate.

Erentzen, C., & Schuller, R. (2020). Exploring the dark figure of hate: Experiences with police bias and the under-reporting of 
hate crime. Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 62(2), 64-97.

Evje, J., Fluit, S., & von Soest, T. (2026) Transgender people experience more discrimination and violence than cisgender 
lesbian, gay, or bisexual people: A multilevel analysis across 30 European countries. International Journal of Transgender 
Health, 27(2), 736-750.

Feinstein, B., & Dyar, C. (2017). Bisexuality, minority stress, and health. Current Sexual Health Reports, 9(1), 42-49.

Flentje, A., Clark, K., Cicero, E., Capriotti, M., Lubensky, M., Sauceda, J., Neilands, T., Lunn, M., & Obedin-Maliver, J. (2022). 
Minority stress, structural stigma, and physical health among sexual and gender minority Individuals: Examining the relative 
strength of the relationships. Annals of Behavioral Medicine, 56(6), 573-591.

Flores, A.R., Wilson, B.D.M., Langton, L.L., & Meyer, I.H. (2023). Violent victimization at the intersections of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and race: National Crime Victimization Survey, 2017–2019. PLOS ONE, 18(2), e0281641.

Government of Canada. (2025). Facts, stats and WAGE’s impact: Gender-based violence.

Government of Canada. (2024). Technology-facilitated gender-based violence.

Government of Canada. (2022a). National action plan to end gender-based violence.

Government of Canada. (2022b). Federal 2SLGBTQI+ Action Plan.

Harrison, J., Grant, J., & Herman, J. (2012). A gender not listed here: Genderqueers, gender rebels, and otherwise in the 
National Transgender Discrimination Survey. LGBTQ Public Policy Journal at the Harvard Kennedy School, 2(1), 13-24.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X22



Hayfield, N., Clarke, V., & Halliwell, E. (2014). Bisexual women’s understandings of social marginalisation: ‘The heterosexuals 
don’t understand us but nor do the lesbians’. Feminism & Psychology, 24(3), 352-372.

Hindes, S., Ison, J., & Fileborn, B. (2026). LGBTQ+ adult sexual violence critical scoping review: Insights into victimization 
and perpetration. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 27(2), 305-318.

Jaffray, B. (2020). Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
other sexual minority people, and the transgender population, in Canada, 2018. Juristat. Statistics Canada Catalogue  
no. 85-002-X.

Johnson, H. (2017). Why doesn’t she just report it? Apprehensions and contradictions for women who report sexual violence 
to the police. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, 29(1), 36-59.

Kimber, B., Oxlad, M., & Twyford, L. (2024). The impact of microaggressions on the mental health of trans and gender-diverse 
people: A scoping review. International Journal of Transgender Health, 27(1), 122-142.

Kingsbury, M., & Arim, R. (2023). Cybervictimization and mental health among Canadian youth. Health Reports. Statistics 
Canada Catalogue no. 82-003-X.

Klein, L.B., Dawes, H.C., James, G., Hall, W.J., Rizo, C.F., Potter, S.J., Martin, S.L., & Macy, R.J. (2022). Sexual and 
relationship violence among LGBTQ+ college students: A scoping review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 0(00), 1-14.

Lick, D.J., Durso, L.E., & Johnson, K.L. (2013). Minority stress and physical health among sexual minorities. Perspectives on 
Psychological Science, 8(5), 521-548.

Lorenz, K., Dewald, S., & Venema, R. (2021). “I was worried I wouldn’t be believed”: Sexual assault victims’ perceptions of 
the police in the decision to not report. Violence and Victims, 36(3).

Matsuno, E., Bricker, N.L., Collazo, E.N., Mohr, R., Jr., & Balsam, K.F. (2024). “The default is just going to be getting 
misgendered”: Minority stress experiences among nonbinary adults. Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 
11(2), 202–214.

McCann, E., & Brown, M. (2019). Homelessness among youth who identify as LGBTQ+: A systematic review. Journal of 
Clinical Nursing, 28(11-12), 2061-2072.

Meyer, I.H., & Flores, A.H. (2025). Anti-LGBT victimization in the United States: Results from the National Crime Victimization 
Survey (2022-2023). UCLA School of Law: Williams Institute, 1-5.

Meyer, I.H. (2003). Prejudice, social stress, and mental health in lesbian, gay, and bisexual populations: Conceptual issues 
and research evidence. Psychological Bulletin, 129(5), 674-697.

Office of the Federal Ombudsperson for Victims of Crime (OFOVC). (2024). Federal Ombudsperson launches systemic 
investigation into treatment of survivors of sexual assault in Canadian Justice System.

Perreault, S. (2022). Victimization of First Nations people, Métis and Inuit in Canada. Juristat. Statistics Canada Catalogue 
no. 85-002-X.

Perry, B., & Ginsley, V. (2022). A qualitative look at serious legal problems – Lesbian-gay-bisexual people in Central and 
Eastern Canada. For Égale – Canada Human Rights Trust.

Prime Minister of Canada. (2017). Prime Minister delivers apology to LGBTQ2 Canadians.

Rauh, K., Ménard, F., Roy, J., & Beall, A. (2025). Socioeconomic outcomes of transgender and non-binary people in Canada. 
Demographic Documents. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91F0015M.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). (2026). History of RCMP-2SLGBTQI+ relations.

Statistics Canada. (2026). Police-reported hate crime in Canada, 2024. The Daily. Catalogue no. 11-001-X.

Statistics Canada. (2024). Socioeconomic profile of the 2SLGBTQ+ population aged 15 years and older, 2019 to 2021. The 
Daily. Catalogue no. 11-001-X.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025 

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 23



Statistics Canada. (2022). Experiences of violent victimization among persons with mental health-related disabilities in 
Canada, 2018. The Daily. Catalogue no. 11-001-X.

Tessmer, A., & Worthen, M.G.F. (2025). Transgender realities: The relationship between transgender visibility, race, and 
victimization. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 1-29.

Truman, J.L., Morgan, R.E., & Coen, E.J. (2024). Characteristics and consequences of violent victimization in sexual and 
gender minority communities: An analysis of the 2017-2021 National Crime Victimization Survey. LGBT Health, 11(7),  
552-562.

Uppal, S. (2022). A portrait of Canadians who have been homeless. Insights on Canadian Society. Statistics Canada 
Catalogue no. 75-006-X.

Wieberneit, M., Thal, S., Clare, J., Notebaert, L., & Tubex, H. (2024). Silenced survivors: A systematic review of the barriers 
to reporting, investigating, prosecuting, and sentencing of adult female rape and sexual assault. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 
25(5), 3742-3757.

Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X24



Notes
1. The Government of Canada adopted the acronym 2SLGBTQI+ to refer to Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and intersex people and those who use other terms related to gender and sexual diversity. Statistics Canada uses 
the acronym 2SLGBTQ+ for data analysis purposes, as information is not yet specifically collected about intersex people in 
surveys (Statistics Canada, 2024).

2. In this release, the “+” in the LGB+ acronym indicates a sexual orientation write-in response that cannot be classified 
under the response categories heterosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual, or pansexual. The “+” could include responses such as 
questioning, asexual, or queer. As a result of the diversity of these populations and the overlap with other existing categories, 
it may not be possible to draw meaningful conclusions when grouped as a single standalone category. For example, a person 
indicating “queer” may also be lesbian, gay, bisexual, or pansexual. For this reason, the “+” category is included in LGB+ 
aggregate data but not disaggregated as a distinct analytical group.

3. Percentages do not equal 100 due to intersecting characteristics (i.e., transgender and non-binary people may also be 
LGB+). Given the substantially larger share of LGB+ people than gender diverse people, estimates for the 2SLGBTQ+ 
population tend to reflect the LGB+ population. For this reason, disaggregation of these populations allows for better insights, 
particularly of the gender diverse population.

4. For the remainder of this Juristat article, for analysis of the LGB+ population, non-binary persons were distributed into 
men+ and women+ categories.

5. Percent calculation excludes gender diverse respondents that did not state their sexual orientation.

6. The text in this article will use the term “lesbian” to refer to women who selected the “lesbian or gay” response category to 
the sexual orientation question.

7. Following Statistics Canada’s classification of sexual orientation, write-in responses indicating “pansexual” were included in 
the “bisexual” category.

8. Percentages for LGB+ and gender diverse people are higher than the 2SLGBTQ+ overall estimate due to the overlap of 
LGB+ and gender diverse populations.

9. There was no statistically significant difference between transgender men and women in their experiences of sexual 
assault.

10. To differentiate persons with and without a disability, respondents were asked if they identified as a person with a 
disability. This differs from the method used by Statistics Canada in the Canadian Survey on Disability, which includes 
disability screening questions to identify persons with a disability and calculate the official rates of disability in Canada. The 
2018 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces used disability screening questions to identify persons with a disability; 
as a result, comparisons should be made with caution.

11. Cisgender women were significantly more likely to have experienced sexual assault than cisgender men.

12. After taking age into account, the prevalence of sexual assault was similar between transgender men and cisgender 
women yet remained higher for transgender men than cisgender men.

13. Respondents were asked to provide details on their most serious incident of physical assault and their most serious 
incident of sexual assault if both were experienced in the year prior to the survey.

14. These differences were also observed for 2SLGBTQ+ people overall whereas no statistically significant differences were 
found for gender diverse individuals.

15. There was no statistically significant difference between gender diverse and cisgender people.

16. Respondents were asked if they personally reported the incident to police or if the police learned of the incident some 
other way.
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17. Although many 2SLGBTQ+ people face barriers to accessing affirming and appropriate victim and community support 
services, their disproportionate exposure to violence means that the need for these services is correspondingly greater 
(Erentzen & Schuller, 2020; Perry & Ginsley, 2022).

18. Based on responses to the Primary Care PTSD Screen (PC-PTSD) tool, a front-line assessment tool used to identify 
individuals who should be referred to further psychological and psychiatric treatment for the disorder. The tool is designed 
to assess whether an individual demonstrates key effects related to the core PTSD symptoms of re-experiencing, numbing, 
avoidance and hyperarousal. If an individual answers ‘yes’ to any three of the four questions, the presence of PTSD is 
suspected. The PC-PTSD is not a diagnostic tool, and a suspicion of PTSD is not the same as a diagnosis. In a clinical 
setting, a positive score on the PC-PTSD would indicate that the patient should be referred for more in-depth assessment and 
possible diagnosis.

19. The findings reflect patterns among the LGB+ population. The only behaviour change that was statistically significant for 
gender diverse people who had experienced physical assault was staying home to avoid similar experiences.

20. The questions on experiences in the workplace and school were only asked of those who were employed or attended 
school in the past 12 months, respectively.

21. The was no statistically significant difference between transgender men and transgender women.

22. Proportions were similar regardless of being a transgender man (38%), transgender woman (37%) or non-binary  
person (37%).

23. Technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV), otherwise known as cyberviolence, refers to acts in which 
technology is used to inflict harm, whether online, offline, or both. TFGBV includes threatening, harassing, bullying, 
humiliating, assaulting, extorting, coercing, tormenting, or socially excluding another person (Government of Canada, 2024).

24. Data presented in this section are restricted to respondents who used the Internet in the past 12 months, excluding  
4% of respondents.

25. The sexualization and fetishization of transgender people has been identified in the literature as a form of objectification 
that reduces individuals to their bodies or perceived sexual characteristics (Anzani et al., 2021). In online contexts, this may 
manifest as coercive requests for intimate images, invasive questioning, or other forms of unwanted sexual attention.

26. These same trends were also found when disaggregating for the LGB+ and gender diverse subpopulations.
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Detailed data tables

Table 1 
Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization, sexual 
orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of victimization and sexual orientation

Women+ Men+ Total

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to

Physical assault since age 15
Heterosexual† 29.2** 28.6 29.9 33.2 32.5 33.9 31.2 30.8 31.7
LGB+ 52.1* 49.8 54.4 50.8* 47.9 53.7 51.6* 49.8 53.4

Gay or lesbian 44.9* 40.4 49.6 46.3* 42.2 50.5 45.7* 42.7 48.8
Bisexual 53.7* 50.7 56.7 53.5* 48.9 58.1 53.7* 51.1 56.2

Sexual assault since age 15
Heterosexual† 33.0** 32.3 33.7 8.8 8.4 9.3 20.7 20.3 21.1
LGB+ 57.5*** 55.1 59.8 35.7* 33.0 38.5 49.0* 47.2 50.9

Gay or lesbian 43.4*** 38.8 48.2 34.7* 30.6 39.1 38.5* 35.4 41.7
Bisexual 63.1*** 60.2 65.8 33.3* 29.2 37.6 54.3* 51.9 56.8

Total violent victimization since age 15²
Heterosexual† 41.6** 40.9 42.3 35.0 34.3 35.8 38.2 37.7 38.7
LGB+ 70.1*** 68.0 72.2 58.8* 55.9 61.6 65.7* 64.0 67.5

Gay or lesbian 58.8* 54.1 63.3 56.3* 52.0 60.6 57.4* 54.2 60.5
Bisexual 73.8*** 71.2 76.3 59.5* 54.9 63.9 69.6* 67.3 71.8

Physical assault in past 12 months
Heterosexual† 2.0** 1.8 2.2 3.5 3.2 3.8 2.8 2.6 3.0
LGB+ 8.0* 6.8 9.4 7.8* 6.3 9.5 7.9* 7.0 9.0

Gay or lesbian 8.3* 6.0 11.3 5.4 3.7 7.6 6.6* 5.2 8.4
Bisexual 7.9* 6.5 9.6 9.6* 7.3 12.5 8.4* 7.1 9.9

Sexual assault in past 12 months
Heterosexual† 1.9** 1.7 2.1 0.6 0.5 0.7 1.2 1.1 1.3
LGB+ 7.0* 5.9 8.3 5.4* 4.2 6.9 6.4* 5.5 7.3

Gay or lesbian 3.5 2.1 5.6 5.3* 3.6 7.7 4.5* 3.3 6.1
Bisexual 8.1*** 6.7 9.9 5.1* 3.6 7.2 7.2* 6.1 8.5

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 1 
Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization, sexual 
orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of victimization and sexual orientation

Women+ Men+ Total

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to

Total violent victimization in past 12 months2

Heterosexual† 3.4 3.2 3.7 3.8 3.5 4.1 3.6 3.4 3.8
LGB+ 12.3* 10.8 14.0 11.7* 9.8 13.8 12.1* 10.9 13.3

Gay or lesbian 10.2* 7.7 13.5 10.1* 7.7 13.2 10.2* 8.4 12.3
Bisexual 12.9* 11.0 15.0 12.3* 9.7 15.5 12.7* 11.2 14.4

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for Men+ only (p < 0.05)
*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for Men+ (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.
2. Includes physical and sexual assault.
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. Other sexual orientations that are not heterosexual are included in the aggregate LGB+ total but are not shown separately due to the heterogeneity of this 
residual category. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the 
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude  
intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 2 
Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization and gender 
diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of victimization and gender diversity status

Since age 15 Past 12 months

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to

Physical assault
Cisgender persons 32.1 31.7 32.6 3.1 2.9 3.3

Men 33.6 32.9 34.2 3.6 3.3 3.9
Women 30.7 * 30.1 31.3 2.5 * 2.3 2.7

Gender diverse persons 58.6 ** 55.7 61.4 11.2 ** 9.6 13.1
Transgender men 52.5 ** 47.5 57.3 12.8 ** 9.8 16.5
Transgender women 55.5 ** 50.7 60.2 8.7 ** 6.3 11.9
Non-binary persons 64.1 **** 59.6 68.3 12.1 ** 9.6 15.1

Sexual assault
Cisgender persons 22.3 21.9 22.7 1.6 1.4 1.7

Men 9.8 9.4 10.2 0.8 0.7 1.0
Women 34.7 * 34.1 35.3 2.3 * 2.1 2.5

Gender diverse persons 49.7 ** 46.8 52.6 6.5 ** 5.3 7.9
Transgender men 47.6 ** 42.8 52.4 5.9 ** 3.9 8.8
Transgender women 41.1 ** 36.4 46.0 6.3 ** 4.3 9.1
Non-binary persons 56.6 **** 52.0 61.1 7.0 ** 5.3 9.2

Total violent victimization²
Cisgender persons 39.5 39.1 40.0 4.1 3.9 4.4

Men 35.7 35.0 36.4 4.1 3.8 4.4
Women 43.4 * 42.8 44.0 4.2 3.9 4.5

Gender diverse persons 69.2 ** 66.3 71.9 15.0 ** 13.2 17.0
Transgender men 63.1 ** 58.2 67.7 15.9 ** 12.6 20.0
Transgender women 64.7 ** 59.9 69.2 11.9 ** 9.1 15.5
Non-binary persons 75.7 **** 71.3 79.6 16.5 *** 13.7 19.8

* significantly different from estimate for cisgender men (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for both cisgender men and women (p < 0.05)
*** significantly different from estimate for cisgender men and women and transgender women (p < 0.05)
**** significantly different from estimate for cisgender men, cisgender women, transgender men and transgender women (p < 0.05)
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.
2. Includes physical and sexual assault.
Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at 
birth, while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth. 
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 3 
Experiences of violent victimization, by type of victimization and intersection of gender diversity and sexual 
orientation of the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of victimization and intersecting characteristics percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to

Physical assault since age 15
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 31.2 30.7 31.7
Heterosexual and gender diverse 43.6 * 37.3 50.2
LGB+ and cisgender 49.9 * 47.8 51.9
LGB+ and gender diverse 63.0 ** 59.8 66.1

Sexual assault since age 15
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 20.7 20.3 21.1
Heterosexual and gender diverse 35.4 * 29.6 41.6
LGB+ and cisgender 48.2 * 46.1 50.3
LGB+ and gender diverse 54.4 ** 51.1 57.7

Total violent victimization since age 15²
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 38.2 37.7 38.7
Heterosexual and gender diverse 54.2 * 47.5 60.7
LGB+ and cisgender 64.5 * 62.5 66.4
LGB+ and gender diverse 74.0 ** 70.9 76.9

Experiences of unwanted behaviour in public in the past 12 months³
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 16.2 15.8 16.6
Heterosexual and gender diverse 30.6 * 24.7 37.4
LGB+ and cisgender 50.6 * 48.6 52.7
LGB+ and gender diverse 70.9 ** 68.1 73.6

Experiences of unwanted behaviours online in past 12 months
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 9.1 8.8 9.5
Heterosexual and gender diverse 15.0 * 11.0 20.1
LGB+ and cisgender 25.6 * 23.7 27.5
LGB+ and gender diverse 38.7 ** 35.7 41.8

* significantly different from estimate for heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) people (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for non-2SLGBTQ+ people and the following 2SLGBTQ+ groups: (1) heterosexual and gender diverse, and (2) LGB+ and cisgender 
(p < 0.05)
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the 
past 12 months.
2. Includes physical and sexual assault.
3. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the 
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. Gender diverse includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at birth 
while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth. Percent 
calculations exclude intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 4 
Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among the LGB+ population, by type of victimization 
and selected characteristics of the victim, Canada, 2025

Selected characteristic

Physical assault  
since age 15

Sexual assault  
since age 15

Experiences of 
unwanted behaviours in 

public in past  
12 months¹

Experiences of 
unwanted behaviours 

online in past  
12 months

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

LGB+ 51.6 49.8 53.4 49.0 47.2 50.9 53.3 51.5 55.1 27.3 25.7 29.0
Gender

Men+† 50.8 47.9 53.7 35.7 33.0 38.5 41.4 38.5 44.4 24.2 21.7 26.8
Women+ 52.1 49.8 54.4 57.5 * 55.1 59.8 60.8 * 58.5 63.1 29.3 * 27.3 31.4

Age group (years)
15 to 24† 41.2 38.0 44.5 38.5 35.3 41.8 62.7 59.2 66.0 30.9 28.0 33.9
25 to 34 55.8 * 52.3 59.2 56.3 * 52.9 59.6 55.9 * 52.5 59.2 27.6 24.6 30.8
35 to 44 61.1 * 56.8 65.2 61.0 * 56.5 65.3 56.5 * 52.0 60.9 31.2 27.2 35.4
45 to 54 59.7 * 53.6 65.6 51.7 * 45.7 57.7 37.9 * 32.4 43.8 21.1 * 16.4 26.8
55 and older 49.3 * 45.0 53.5 38.5 34.2 42.9 26.6 * 23.0 30.5 15.4 * 12.4 18.9

Indigenous identity
Indigenous person 68.9 * 62.6 74.6 58.3 * 52.1 64.4 62.5 * 56.1 68.6 41.4 * 35.1 47.9
Non-Indigenous person† 50.1 48.2 52.0 48.3 46.4 50.3 52.6 50.7 54.5 26.2 24.5 27.9

Racialized person³
Yes 41.5 * 36.7 46.6 35.1 * 30.8 39.7 43.0 * 38.3 47.9 23.2 19.3 27.8
No† 52.6 50.4 54.7 51.0 48.9 53.1 54.3 52.2 56.5 26.7 24.9 28.6

Place of birth
Born in Canada 52.8 * 50.7 54.9 51.2 * 49.1 53.3 55.9 * 53.9 57.9 28.8 * 27.0 30.6
Born outside Canada† 45.5 41.2 49.9 39.2 34.9 43.7 41.9 37.6 46.4 20.8 17.4 24.8

Identifies as a person with a disability
Yes 66.4 * 63.3 69.4 57.9 * 54.7 61.1 62.0 * 58.7 65.1 36.2 * 33.3 39.2
No† 44.3 42.0 46.5 44.7 42.5 47.0 49.1 46.9 51.4 23.0 21.1 25.0

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the 
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.
2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours experienced online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the 
Internet in the past 12 months.
3. Excludes Indigenous people.
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the 
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude intimate partner 
violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 5 
Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among the gender diverse population, by type of 
victimization and selected characteristics of the victim, Canada, 2025

Selected characteristic

Physical assault  
since age 15

Sexual assault  
since age 15

Experiences of 
unwanted behaviours in 

public in past  
12 months¹

Experiences of 
unwanted behaviours 

online in past  
12 months

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

Gender diverse persons 58.6 55.7 61.4 49.7 46.8 52.6 61.4 58.5 64.1 33.5 30.9 36.2
Transgender men† 52.5 47.5 57.3 47.6 42.8 52.4 56.2 50.6 61.5 29.1 24.7 33.9
Transgender women 55.5 50.7 60.2 41.1 36.4 46.0 50.4 45.5 55.3 32.5 27.9 37.3
Non-binary persons 64.1 * 59.6 68.3 56.6 * 52.0 61.1 71.6 * 67.7 75.2 36.6 * 32.5 41.0

Age group (years)
15 to 24† 48.1 43.2 53.1 35.3 30.6 40.3 72.7 68.0 76.9 38.5 33.6 43.6
25 to 34 63.0 * 58.4 67.5 61.9 * 57.2 66.3 66.6 62.0 70.8 35.2 30.7 39.9
35 to 44 72.9 * 66.6 78.3 63.0 * 56.2 69.3 62.4 * 55.6 68.7 32.0 26.4 38.2
45 to 54 71.6 * 60.3 80.8 63.1 * 52.4 72.6 50.0 * 39.5 60.5 29.3 21.2 39.0
55 and older 55.6 48.5 62.4 41.4 34.6 48.5 33.4 * 26.9 40.6 23.0 * 17.3 30.0

Indigenous identity
Indigenous person 71.2 * 62.3 78.6 58.1 * 49.1 66.7 70.4 * 61.8 77.8 45.8 * 37.1 54.9
Non-Indigenous person† 57.3 54.2 60.3 48.7 45.7 51.8 60.5 57.4 63.5 32.1 29.3 34.9

Racialized person³
Yes 53.3 44.9 61.4 44.0 36.2 52.1 51.8 * 43.8 59.8 25.8 19.1 33.8
No† 58.8 55.7 61.8 49.6 46.3 52.8 61.8 58.5 65.0 33.2 30.3 36.2

Place of birth
Born in Canada 59.3 56.2 62.3 50.7 47.6 53.8 63.6 * 60.6 66.6 35.3 * 32.5 38.2
Born outside Canada† 55.1 47.5 62.4 44.4 37.4 51.7 49.8 42.6 56.9 23.9 18.3 30.6

Identifies as a person with a disability
Yes 66.6 * 62.6 70.5 56.1 * 52.0 60.0 69.4 * 65.6 72.9 40.4 * 36.6 44.3
No† 51.1 47.3 55.0 43.9 40.1 47.7 53.8 49.8 57.8 27.0 23.6 30.8

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the 
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.
2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours experienced online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the 
Internet in the past 12 months.
3. Excludes Indigenous people.
Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at 
birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth. 
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 6 
Violent victimization in the past 12 months, by 2SLGBTQ+ status, type of victimization and selected characteristics 
of most serious incident, Canada, 2025

Selected characteristics of  
the most serious incident

Physical assault Sexual assault
2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+† 2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+†

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

Location of the incident
Private residence, property,  

or surrounding area 37.7 * 31.2 44.5 29.0 25.9 32.3 43.4 36.6 50.5 35.9 31.2 40.8
Commercial or institutional establishment 20.9 15.9 26.9 23.3 20.4 26.6 34.0 * 27.4 41.4 42.8 37.8 48.0
Street or other public place 30.4 24.6 37.0 36.4 33.0 40.0 12.3 8.5 17.6 14.2 10.6 18.6
Other 8.8 5.8 13.3 10.1 8.1 12.5 8.7 5.5 13.4 5.3 3.4 8.1

Number of perpetrators
One 81.2 75.4 85.9 80.9 78.0 83.5 83.4 77.6 87.9 84.6 80.5 88.0
More than one 16.9 12.3 22.6 18.0 15.4 20.8 15.9 11.4 21.6 13.2 10.0 17.1

Gender of perpetrator2

Single perpetrator (man) or multiple 
perpetrators (all or mostly men) 71.1 65.1 76.5 76.7 73.6 79.6 78.3 71.7 83.7 79.1 74.4 83.2

Single perpetrator (woman) or multiple 
perpetrators (all or mostly women) 17.3 * 13.0 22.7 11.6 9.5 14.2 11.1 7.1 17.0 13.7 10.5 17.7

Single perpetrator (non-binary) or multiple 
perpetrators (all or mostly non-binary) F F F F F F F F F F F F

A mix of different genders 3.2 1.6 6.4 4.1 2.9 5.8 F F F F F F
Don’t know 4.6 2.7 7.6 4.5 3.2 6.4 6.0 3.2 10.8 F F F

Relationship to perpetrator 
Stranger 37.0 * 30.6 44.0 46.3 42.7 49.9 24.7 19.1 31.3 24.2 20.0 29.1
Someone known to the victim 60.9 * 53.9 67.4 52.2 48.6 55.8 74.5 67.8 80.2 73.3 68.2 77.8

Presence of a weapon 
Yes 21.7 17.0 27.4 26.3 23.4 29.4 F F F 4.7 2.9 7.5
No 62.2 55.6 68.3 61.2 57.8 64.6 85.7 79.4 90.3 87.3 83.4 90.4
Don't know 14.1 10.3 19.2 11.7 9.6 14.3 10.7 6.7 16.6 5.6 3.6 8.5

Victim sustained physical injuries
Yes 25.9 20.7 31.9 24.1 21.2 27.3 18.8 * 13.9 24.9 11.1 8.2 14.9
No 72.2 66.1 77.6 75.1 71.9 78.1 79.9 73.6 85.0 86.0 82.0 89.3

Incident reported to police
Yes 22.1 * 17.0 28.2 29.4 26.4 32.5 8.3 5.3 13.0 9.0 6.3 12.6
No 75.4 69.1 80.8 69.5 66.3 72.5 90.4 85.6 93.7 88.1 84.2 91.2

Three or more longer-term emotional 
impacts consistent with PTSD

Yes 32.9 * 26.9 39.4 19.5 16.9 22.4 37.5 * 31.0 44.4 22.8 18.6 27.6
No 64.5 * 57.9 70.6 78.6 75.6 81.3 60.6 * 53.4 67.3 73.0 68.0 77.5

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 6 
Violent victimization in the past 12 months, by 2SLGBTQ+ status, type of victimization and selected characteristics 
of most serious incident, Canada, 2025

Selected characteristics of  
the most serious incident

Physical assault Sexual assault
2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+† 2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+†

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

Contacted or used any services for help
Yes 20.3 * 15.6 25.9 13.3 11.1 15.9 22.1 * 16.7 28.5 13.7 10.6 17.6
No 78.1 * 72.2 82.9 85.4 82.7 87.8 77.3 70.9 82.7 83.3 79.2 86.7

Blamed or made to feel responsible  
for the incident 

Yes 36.0 * 29.9 42.6 23.2 20.4 26.3 40.0 * 33.3 47.2 27.4 23.1 32.2
No 61.9 * 55.2 68.2 75.4 72.2 78.3 58.7 * 51.5 65.5 69.3 64.3 73.8

Changed behaviour as a result  
of the incident 

Yes 76.5 69.2 82.5 76.7 72.0 80.9 82.8 75.9 88.0 76.7 70.3 82.0
Avoiding certain places 48.4 40.8 56.2 42.2 37.1 47.4 53.1 * 44.9 61.1 38.8 32.2 45.8
Avoiding certain people or situations 49.2 41.1 57.3 46.6 41.6 51.8 50.8 42.8 58.7 42.8 36.0 49.8
Changing the way you present yourself 

in public 26.1 19.7 33.7 23.2 19.1 28.0 38.7 30.9 47.0 34.6 28.2 41.6
Carrying something to defend yourself or 

alert others 29.2 * 22.3 37.2 15.7 12.3 19.8 25.6 19.3 33.1 21.0 15.9 27.2
Becoming withdrawn from social events 

or activities you typically enjoy 37.0 * 29.6 45.1 24.8 20.5 29.5 37.6 30.1 45.6 36.3 29.9 43.1
Staying home in order to avoid similar 

experiences 35.0 * 28.0 42.7 25.7 21.4 30.7 46.1 * 38.0 54.5 35.3 28.9 42.2
Other 10.1 6.2 15.9 10.6 7.9 14.0 8.6 5.0 14.4 7.8 4.8 12.6

No 20.1 14.5 27.2 18.8 15.1 23.2 14.4 9.7 21.0 15.9 11.6 21.5
Not stated F F F 4.4 2.8 6.9 F F F 7.4 4.6 11.7

F too unreliable to be published
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses but are not displayed unless they represent 5% or more of total responses.
2. Victims may not necessarily know their perpetrator’s gender identity. In situations where the perpetrator’s gender identity is unknown, respondent responses may 
be based on the perpetrator’s gender expression, which refers to how a person presents themselves as a man, a woman, or non-binary, through their body language, 
appearance and aesthetic choices (e.g., clothing, hairstyle and makeup), which may traditionally be associated with a particular gender.
Note: 2SLGBTQ+ includes people who are Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or those who use other terms related to gender and sexual 
diversity. Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 7 
Experiences of unwanted  behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour, sexual orientation and gender of 
the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of behaviour and sexual orientation

Men+ Women+ Total

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to

LGB+
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour in public in the past  
12 months² 41.4 * 38.5 44.4 60.8 *** 58.5 63.1 53.3 * 51.5 55.1

Inappropriate sexual jokes 19.6 * 17.3 22.0 33.1 *** 30.9 35.4 27.9 * 26.2 29.6
Unwanted sexual attention 14.2 * 12.3 16.3 40.3 *** 37.9 42.6 30.2 * 28.5 31.9
Unwanted physical contact 15.4 * 13.4 17.6 28.3 *** 26.2 30.6 23.3 * 21.8 24.9
Indecent exposure 4.0 * 3.0 5.3 8.5 *** 7.2 9.9 6.7 * 5.9 7.7
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 23.4 * 20.9 26.2 27.0 *** 24.9 29.2 25.6 * 24.1 27.3
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you 

 are a man or woman 10.3 * 8.7 12.1 29.4 *** 27.2 31.7 22.0 * 20.4 23.6
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your  

sexual orientation or assumed sexual orientation 20.4 * 18.2 22.9 16.8 *** 15.2 18.6 18.2 * 16.8 19.7
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are  

or assumed to be transgender 9.8 * 8.4 11.4 8.4 * 7.3 9.7 9.0 * 8.1 10.0
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past  
12 months 24.2 * 21.7 26.8 29.3 *** 27.3 31.4 27.3 * 25.7 29.0

Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages,  
or text messages where you were the only recipient 11.4 * 9.6 13.4 14.4 *** 12.9 16.1 13.2 * 12.0 14.5

Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails, 
group text messages or postings on social media 7.7 * 6.3 9.4 8.3 * 7.1 9.6 8.1 * 7.2 9.1

Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute, 
intimate or sexually explicit images of you without consent 3.2 * 2.3 4.5 2.9 * 2.2 3.7 3.0 * 2.4 3.7

Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or 
explicit images or messages 5.6 * 4.4 7.1 8.7 *** 7.4 10.2 7.5 * 6.6 8.6

Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages 
when you did not want to receive them 13.7 * 11.8 15.9 19.2 *** 17.4 21.2 17.1 * 15.7 18.6

Heterosexual†

Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour in public in the past  
12 months² 10.0 9.6 10.5 22.7 ** 22.1 23.3 16.3 15.9 16.7

Inappropriate sexual jokes 5.1 4.7 5.5 11.0 ** 10.6 11.5 8.0 7.7 8.3
Unwanted sexual attention 2.4 2.2 2.7 13.5 ** 12.9 14.0 7.8 7.6 8.1
Unwanted physical contact 3.0 2.7 3.3 8.5 ** 8.1 8.9 5.7 5.4 6.0
Indecent exposure 1.4 1.2 1.6 2.5 ** 2.3 2.8 1.9 1.8 2.1
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 3.4 3.1 3.7 5.8 ** 5.5 6.2 4.6 4.4 4.8
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are a man 

or woman 2.9 2.6 3.2 9.3 ** 8.9 9.8 6.1 5.8 6.3
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your  

sexual orientation or assumed sexual orientation 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.2 1.0 0.9 1.1
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are or 

assumed to be transgender 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2
See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 7 
Experiences of unwanted  behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour, sexual orientation and gender of 
the victim, Canada, 2025

Type of behaviour and sexual orientation

Men+ Women+ Total

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to

Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past  
12 months 8.2 7.7 8.6 10.2 ** 9.7 10.6 9.1 8.8 9.5

Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or 
text messages where you were the only recipient 4.8 4.4 5.1 5.2 4.9 5.6 5.0 4.7 5.2

Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails, 
group text messages or postings on social media 2.9 2.6 3.1 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.9

Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute, 
intimate or sexually explicit images of you without consent 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.1 ** 0.9 1.3 1.4 1.2 1.5

Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or 
explicit images or messages 0.7 0.6 0.8 1.8 ** 1.6 2.0 1.2 1.1 1.4

Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages 
when you did not want to receive them 2.8 2.6 3.1 5.2 ** 4.9 5.6 4.0 3.8 4.2

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for Men+ only (p < 0.05)
*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for Men+ (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the 
past 12 months.
2. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the 
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the 
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 8 
Experiences of unwanted  behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour and gender diversity status of the 
victim, Canada, 2025

Type of behaviour

Gender diverse Cisgender†

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

percent1

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to

Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour  public in the past 12 months² 61.4 * 58.5 64.1 18.4 18.1 18.8
Inappropriate sexual jokes 27.3 * 25.0 29.8 9.2 8.9 9.5
Unwanted sexual attention 31.4 * 28.9 34.0 9.2 8.9 9.5
Unwanted physical contact 24.7 * 22.4 27.2 6.8 6.5 7.0
Indecent exposure 7.0 * 5.7 8.6 2.2 2.1 2.4
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 36.8 * 34.2 39.6 5.8 5.5 6.0
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are a man or woman 22.6 * 20.3 25.0 7.1 6.8 7.4
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your sexual orientation or assumed 

sexual orientation 28.4 * 26.0 31.1 2.0 1.9 2.2
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are or assumed to be transgender 37.2 * 34.5 39.9 0.4 0.3 0.5

Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past 12 months 33.5 * 30.9 36.2 10.2 9.9 10.6
Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text messages where you 

were the only recipient 17.0 * 15.0 19.3 5.5 5.2 5.7
Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails, group text messages or 

postings on social media 12.6 * 10.9 14.6 3.0 2.8 3.2
Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute, intimate or sexually explicit 

images of you without consent 2.6 * 1.9 3.7 1.5 1.3 1.6
Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages 9.1 * 7.7 10.9 1.6 1.5 1.8
Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages when you did not want to 

receive them 20.3 * 18.2 22.6 4.8 4.6 5.1
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
† reference category
1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the 
past 12 months.
2. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the 
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.
Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at 
birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their  
sex at birth.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 9 
Self-rated mental health and life satisfaction, by experiences of violent victimization in past 12 months, sexual 
orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Sexual orientation  
and gender

Fair or poor self-rated mental health High life satisfaction¹
Did not experience 

violent victimization  
in past 12 months

Experienced violent 
victimization in  
past 12 months

Did not experience 
violent victimization  
in past 12 months

Experienced violent 
victimization in  
past 12 months

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

Heterosexual
Men+ 13.7 13.1 14.2 33.0 29.2 37.1 60.5 59.8 61.2 39.7 35.7 43.9
Women+ 16.0 ** 15.5 16.6 40.8 ** 36.6 45.1 61.7 ** 61.0 62.4 30.9 ** 27.2 34.9
Total 14.8 14.4 15.2 36.6 33.8 39.6 61.1 60.6 61.6 35.6 32.8 38.5

LGB+
Men+ 39.0 * 35.8 42.2 62.6 * 53.9 70.6 35.4 * 32.5 38.4 20.1 * 14.3 27.5

Gay men+ 28.3 * 24.3 32.6 48.8 E* 34.7 63.1 43.4 * 38.8 48.1 30.9 E 19.9 44.7
Bisexual men+ 48.3 * 43.2 53.5 71.9 * 60.0 81.3 27.9 * 23.8 32.5 10.8 * 5.4 20.5

Women+ 44.7 * 42.2 47.2 69.3 * 62.7 75.2 37.1 * 34.8 39.6 20.8 * 15.9 26.7
Lesbian women+ 34.6 * 29.9 39.7 64.5 E* 49.9 76.8 48.5 * 43.6 53.5 27.9 E 16.8 42.7
Bisexual women+ 47.2 * 44.1 50.3 69.6 * 61.2 76.8 34.5 * 31.6 37.5 18.7 * 13.2 25.7

Total 42.4 *** 40.5 44.4 66.8 *** 61.6 71.5 36.5 *** 34.6 38.4 20.5 *** 16.7 25.0
Gay or lesbian 31.0 *** 28.0 34.2 55.7 *** 45.5 65.4 45.6 *** 42.2 49.0 29.6 21.6 39.2
Bisexual 47.5 *** 44.9 50.2 70.2 *** 63.5 76.2 32.5 *** 30.1 35.1 16.4 *** 12.1 22.0

E use with caution
* significantly different from estimate for heterosexual of the same gender (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for heterosexual Men+ (p < 0.05)
*** significantly different from estimate for heterosexual total (p < 0.05)
1. "High life satisfaction" refers to respondents who rated their satisfaction with their life as a whole as an 8, 9, or 10, on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means very 
unsatisfied and 10 means very satisfied.
2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. 
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. Other sexual orientations that are not heterosexual are included in the aggregate LGB+ total but are not shown separately due to the heterogeneity of this 
residual category. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the 
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude intimate  
partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 10 
Self-rated mental health and life satisfaction, by experiences of violent victimization in past 12 months and gender 
diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025

Gender diversity status

Fair or poor self-rated mental health High life satisfaction¹
Did not experience 

violent victimization  
in past 12 months

Experienced violent 
victimization in  
past 12 months

Did not experience 
violent victimization  
in past 12 months

Experienced violent 
victimization in  
past 12 months

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

percent2

95% confidence 
interval

from to from to from to from to

Cisgender persons
Men 14.6 14.1 15.2 36.1 32.4 40.0 59.3 58.6 60.0 37.9 34.1 41.8
Women 18.0 * 17.4 18.6 47.7 * 44.1 51.3 60.0 59.4 60.7 28.2 * 25.2 31.4
Total 16.3 15.9 16.7 42.0 39.4 44.6 59.7 59.2 60.2 33.0 30.6 35.5

Gender diverse persons
Transgender men 48.2 ** 42.6 53.8 71.5 E** 58.7 81.5 37.9 ** 32.3 43.7 F F F
Transgender women 40.1 ** 35.0 45.5 63.8 E** 48.8 76.4 39.4 ** 34.0 45.1 F F F
Non-binary persons 61.4 ** 56.8 65.8 79.2 ** 70.5 85.8 25.3 ** 21.4 29.6 17.9 ** 11.8 26.1
Total 51.6 ** 48.5 54.7 73.5 ** 66.9 79.1 32.7 ** 29.9 35.8 13.9 ** 10.0 18.9

E use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
* significantly different from estimate for cisgender men (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for both cisgender men and women (p < 0.05)
1. "High life satisfaction" refers to respondents who rated their satisfaction with their life as a whole as an 8, 9, or 10, on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means very 
unsatisfied and 10 means very satisfied.
2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. 
Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex 
at birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man or woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth. 
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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