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Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among
2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025: Key findings

e This Juristat article examines violent victimization and experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours, excluding
intimate partner violence, among people aged 15 and older who are Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer, or those who use other terms related to gender and sexual diversity (2SLGBTQ+). The analysis focuses
specifically on LGB+ (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not heterosexual)
and gender diverse populations (i.e., transgender and non-binary people).

e According to the 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS), nearly two-thirds (65%) of
2SLGBTQ+ people experienced violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) since the age of 15, compared
with 38% of non-2SLGBTQ+ (i.e., heterosexual and cisgender) individuals.

e Specifically, about two-thirds of LGB+ (66%) and gender diverse (69%) people had experienced violent victimization
since age 15, higher than their heterosexual (38%) and cisgender peers (40%). When examining these intersecting
characteristics, prevalence was highest among people who are both LGB+ and gender diverse (74%).

e Within the LGB+ population, the prevalence of sexual assault since age 15 was highest among bisexual women
(63%), followed by lesbian women (43%)—nhigher than heterosexual women (33%). Gay (35%) and bisexual men
(33%) were nearly four times as likely as heterosexual men (8.8%) to have experienced sexual assault
in their lifetime.

e Approximately half of bisexual women (54%), bisexual men (54%), gay men (46%) and lesbian women (45%) had
experienced physical assault since age 15—a larger share than heterosexual women (29%) and men (33%).

*  Among the gender diverse population, non-binary people (57%) were more likely to have experienced sexual assault
since age 15 than transgender men (48%) or transgender women (41%).

*  Non-binary people (64%) were also most likely to be physically assaulted since age 15, compared with transgender
women (56%) and men (52%). Prevalence of physical and sexual assault was higher for all gender diverse groups
relative to cisgender women and men.

e Inthe 12 months prior to the survey, both LGB+ (12%) and gender diverse (15%) people were about three times as
likely to experience violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) compared with their heterosexual (3.6%) and
cisgender (4.1%) counterparts. When examining physical and sexual assault separately, the prevalence remained
higher for LGB+ and gender diverse people compared with their heterosexual and cisgender counterparts.

e In 2025, 2SLGBTQ+ people were approximately three times as likely as their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to have
experienced unwanted behaviours in public (including at work or at school) and online in the year prior.

e Consistent with other findings, experiences of unwanted behaviours in public were highest among non-binary people
(72%) and bisexual women (64%). Unwanted behaviours online were most commonly experienced by non-binary
people, transgender women, transgender men and bisexual women.

e Experiences of physical and sexual assault since age 15 and unwanted behaviours in public and online in the past
12 months were higher among particular demographic groups. Among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, Indigenous people
and those who identified as being a person with a disability were more likely to have these experiences, compared
with those who were not Indigenous and those who did not identify as a person with a disability.

e Many 2SLGBTQ+ people faced unwanted behaviours specifically related to their sexual orientation or being a gender
diverse person. For instance, nearly one in five (18%) LGB+ individuals reported being insulted, mistreated, ignored,
or excluded because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation. Almost two in five (37%) gender diverse people
were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were, or were assumed to be, transgender.

*  Among those who were physically or sexually assaulted in the 12 months preceding the survey, 2SLGBTQ+
individuals were more likely than non-2SLGBTQ+ people to experience three or more longer-term emotional impacts
consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder. They were also more likely to indicate being made to feel blamed or
responsible for the violence experienced.

*  Among people who experienced violent victimization in the previous 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely
than non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals to report poorer mental health and lower life satisfaction.
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Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among
2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

by Danielle Sutton-Preddie and Karen Rauh

Specific manifestations of gender-based violence vary but commonly involve acts of violence directed toward someone based
on their gender, gender identity, gender expression, or perceived gender (Government of Canada, 2025). These acts include,
but are not limited to, harassment, psychological or emotional abuse, physical and sexual assault, and homicide. Experiences
and risks of violence are often rooted in structural inequality and exacerbated by power imbalances. They are further shaped
by a combination of multiple characteristics such as sexual orientation, gender diversity, Indigenous identity, disability, and
socioeconomic conditions (Government of Canada, 2022a). These intersecting factors may increase vulnerability to violence
while also influencing police reporting practices and broader help-seeking behaviours.

Research suggests that the population who is Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or who uses other
terms related to gender and sexual diversity (2SLGBTQ+)' are more likely to experience violence and unwanted sexual
behaviours than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (Jaffray, 2020). Indeed, available data indicate 2SLGBTQ+ people

are at an increased risk of violent victimization, including elevated rates of sexual assault, hate crime and other forms of
violence (Bender & Lauritsen, 2021; Hindes et al., 2026; Jaffray, 2020; Klein et al., 2022; Meyer & Flores, 2025; Truman et
al., 2024). This heightened risk is often linked to homophobia, biphobia, or transphobia, targeting individuals perceived as not
conforming to dominant norms around gender or sexuality (Davidson et al., 2024; Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). Such stigma
and discrimination, alongside reduced access to protective resources and supports, may increase exposure to violence
(Davidson et al., 2024). Negative experiences that may lead to worse outcomes among 2SLGBTQ+ people are commonly
understood through a minority stress framework, which conceptualizes chronic stress arising from ongoing social stigma,
discrimination, and victimization—as well as the internalization of negative societal attitudes—as a key pathway contributing
to poorer physical and mental health outcomes among 2SLGBTQ+ populations (Flentje et al. 2022; Lick et al., 2013; Meyer,
2003).

In 2025, the second iteration of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) was conducted. The SSPPS
collects data on various forms of gender-based violence that can occur in public, in the workplace, at school, online and
within intimate partner relationships. While some of the behaviours measured meet the criminal threshold, namely physical
and sexual assaults, others do not. Regardless of whether the criminal threshold is met, experiencing any type of gender-
based violence can have serious effects on the physical and mental well-being of victims.

Using data from the 2025 SSPPS, this Juristat article provides insight on violent victimization and experiences of unwanted
sexual behaviour among 2SLGBTQ+ individuals aged 15 and older, with a specific focus on LGB+ (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual,
pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not heterosexual)? and gender diverse populations (i.e., transgender and non-
binary people). Although LGB+ and gender diverse populations are not mutually exclusive, much of this analysis examines
the two separately.

Previous analysis using 2018 SSPPS revealed violent victimization and experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours were
more common among LGB+ and gender diverse populations (Jaffray, 2020). However, due to the relatively small size of

the gender diverse population (i.e., 0.33% of the Canadian population aged 15 and older), the 2018 survey sample was

not large enough to support disaggregated analysis of violence experienced among transgender men, transgender women
and non-binary people. To address this limitation, the 2025 SSPPS included an oversample of gender diverse people. This
article is Statistics Canada’s first in-depth analysis of violent victimization among the gender diverse population that presents
disaggregated data on outcomes for transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people, helping to address a key
information gap about these populations.

Building off previous work, the analysis begins by presenting data on lifetime experiences of violent victimization (i.e., since
age 15) before examining experiences of physical or sexual assault as well as unwanted sexual behaviours in public and
online that occurred in the 12 months preceding the survey. The analysis concludes by examining the association between
experiences of violent victimization and health indicators such as self-rated mental health and life satisfaction.

This Juristat article, along with the development and collection of the SSPPS, was funded by Women and Gender
Equality Canada.
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Text box 1
Definitions and terminology

Gender refers to an individual's personal and social identity as a man, woman or non-binary person (i.e., a person who

is neither a man nor a woman). Conceptually, it refers to a person’s inherent sense of being a man, a woman, or a non-
binary person (their gender identity) and how a person presents their gender (gender expression), through body language,
appearance and aesthetic choices (e.g., clothes, hairstyle and makeup), which may have traditionally been associated
with a particular gender. A person's gender may differ from their sex at birth, and from what is indicated on their current
identification or legal documents such as their birth certificate, passport or driver's license.

2SLGBTQ+ refers to the population that is Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or who uses other
terms related to gender and sexual diversity.

LGB+ refers to persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian or gay, bisexual or pansexual, or another sexual
orientation that is not heterosexual. In the 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, a person could report their
sexuality as heterosexual, lesbian or gay, bisexual, or write in a response to describe their sexual orientation.

Cisgender refers to persons whose reported gender corresponds to their reported sex at birth.
Transgender refers to persons whose reported gender does not correspond to their reported sex at birth.

Transgender man refers to persons whose reported sex at birth is female and reported gender is man. It also includes
persons whose reported gender is transgender or trans man.

Transgender woman refers to persons whose reported sex at birth is male and reported gender is woman. It also
includes persons whose reported gender is transgender or trans woman.

Non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. It includes persons whose reported
gender is, for example, agender, pangender, genderqueer, genderfluid, or Two-Spirit.

Gender diverse refers to both transgender and non-binary people.

Men+/women+ In this article, for the gender disaggregation of the LGB+ population, categories include women
(including cisgender and transgender women) and men (including cisgender and transgender men). Non-binary people
and respondents who did not state their gender were randomly distributed into one of these categories during the data
production process. Given the relatively small non-binary population, this was done to permit disaggregation by other
individual characteristics. More detailed analysis focused specifically on gender diversity is also presented to examine
differences between gender diverse and cisgender populations.
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Text box 2
Measuring violent victimization in the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces

Two offence types—physical and sexual assault—are the main focus of this analysis. In the Survey of Safety in Public and
Private Spaces (SSPPS), questions about these two types of assault are asked separately. Given the distinct patterns,
contexts, and consequences associated with intimate partner violence, incidents involving intimate partners among

the 2SLGBTQ+ population are excluded from this analysis and will be examined in forthcoming articles. Consequently,
experiences of psychological and emotional abuse are also excluded, as these measures are collected within the survey's
intimate partner violence module. As a result, this article examines a subset of violent victimization experiences captured
by the SSPPS, focusing on physical and sexual assaults committed by perpetrators other than intimate partners.

This analysis largely focuses on measuring experiences of violence through prevalence; that is, the proportion or total
scope of the population who have experienced physical or sexual assault in the 12 months preceding the survey and

at some point in their lifetime (i.e., since the age of 15). The SSPPS also includes variables measuring the frequency
and severity of violent victimization. Frequency captures the number of unique incidents of violence experienced over
the 12-month period. Severity is measured through indicators such as whether the respondent was physically injured or
developed three or more longer-term emotional impacts following the violent victimization.

In the SSPPS, physical assault includes:

*  Being threatened, hit, slapped, pushed, grabbed, shot, beaten, being threatened with being hit or attacked, or
being threatened with a weapon by anyone other than an intimate partner (e.g., family member,
acquaintance, stranger).

Sexual assault includes:

e Being subjected to unwanted touching, grabbing, kissing, or fondling, being forced (or attempted) into unwanted
sexual activity by physical threat, or any other sexual activity where the victim was unable to consent due to being
drugged, intoxicated, manipulated, or forced other than physically, by anyone other than an intimate partner (e.g.,
family member, acquaintance, stranger).

The questions and definitions used in the SSPPS broadly align with the definitions of physical and sexual assault in the
Criminal Code and with those used in other victimization surveys in Canada. Alongside physical and sexual assault, the
SSPPS captures information on certain forms of non-criminal gender-based violence.

Unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work and at school include:

* Being subjected to inappropriate sexual jokes, unwanted sexual attention, unwanted physical contact, indecent
exposure, or suggestions that someone does not act like how a man or woman is supposed to act. Additionally,
the survey asked if respondents were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or a
woman; because they are, or are assumed to be, transgender; or because of their actual or assumed
sexual orientation.

Unwanted sexual behavours online include:

e Someone posting or threatening to post intimate images of the respondent without their consent, being
pressured to share suggestive or explicit images or messages, or having received suggestive or explicit images
or messages they did not want to receive. Additionally, the survey asked whether respondents had received
threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text messages, either as the only recipient; or
through group messages or postings on social media.
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Demographic profile of 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada

According to the 2019 to 2021 Canadian Community Health Survey, the 2SLGBTQ+ population includes approximately

1.3 million people, representing about 4.4% of the population of Canada aged 15 years and older (Statistics Canada, 2024).
Based on the 2025 SSPPS, the vast majority (96%) of the 2SLGBTQ+ population were LGB+ individuals and one in six
(17%) were gender diverse.?

Among the LGB+ population specifically, close to six in ten (58%) were women, 35% were men, and 7.2% were non-binary
persons.* Most LGB+ people (87%) were cisgender and 13% were gender diverse. Turning to the gender diverse population,
nearly half (45%) were non-binary, 30% were transgender women, and one-quarter (25%) were transgender men. The
majority (80%) of gender diverse people were LGB+, while 20% were heterosexual.®

In terms of age, the 2SLGBTQ+ population was younger overall than the non-2SLGBTQ+ (i.e., heterosexual and cisgender)
population (average age of 34 versus 48 years). It is possible that older people are less likely to report being 2SLGBTQ+
because of having lived a significant part of their life in a society that was less accepting of gender and sexual diversity.
Indeed, heterosexual women (49 years) and men (47 years) were older, on average, than gay men (41 years), lesbian
women® (37 years), bisexual” men (33 years) and bisexual women (30 years). Similarly, cisgender women (48 years) and
men (46 years) were older, on average, than transgender women (40 years), transgender men (35 years) and non-binary
people (31 years).

Given the younger age structure among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, age standardization was used to examine key data
points to ensure that results are not confounded by age-related differences (see Data sources and methodology), as studies
show that younger people are more likely to experience violent victimization (Cotter, 2021; Cotter & Burczycka, 2026;
Jaffray, 2020).

Experiences of victimization among the 2SLGBTQ+ population in Canada

Prevalence of lifetime violent victimization higher among 2SLGBTQ+ than non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals—particularly
among bisexual women and non-binary people

According to the 2025 SSPPS, excluding intimate partner violence, 65% of the 2SLGBTQ+ population experienced violent
victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) at any point since age 15 compared with 38% of the non-2SLGBTQ+ population.
Among LGB+ people, two-thirds (66%) experienced victimization during their lifetime, higher than their heterosexual peers
(38%) (Table 1). More specifically, about half of LGB+ people had experienced physical assault (52%) or sexual assault
(49%) at some point since age 15, higher than the prevalence found within the heterosexual population

(31% and 21%, respectively).

Three-quarters (74%) of bisexual women had experienced violent victimization since age 15—highest among all sexual
orientation groups. Lesbian women (59%) were also more likely than heterosexual women (42%) to have been victimized
in their lifetime. Among men, similar proportions of gay (56%) and bisexual men (59%) had been victimized, but both were
significantly higher than heterosexual men (35%). Age standardized results indicate that the differences between groups
persisted after accounting for age.

Similarly, seven in ten (69%) gender diverse people experienced violent victimization since age 15, a larger share than

their cisgender peers (40%) (Table 2).8 In particular, about six in ten (59%) gender diverse people had experienced physical
assault and half (50%) experienced sexual assault at some point in their lifetime, higher than among the cisgender population
(32% and 22%, respectively). Three quarters (76%) of non-binary people had experienced violent victimization—greater than
transgender women (65%) and transgender men (63%). The prevalence was higher among all gender diverse groups than
their cisgender counterparts and persisted after accounting for age.

While few studies differentiate experiences of violence between non-binary people, transgender men, and transgender
women, research suggests that people who are visibly transgender or perceived as gender non-conforming are at a greater
risk of harassment and victimization than those who are not visibly gender non-conforming (Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). While
many transgender people socially "pass” (i.e. they are not visibly transgender), non-binary people, by definition, do not align
with social expectations of a binarized gender system and may be more easily identifiable. As a result, non-binary people
may be more at risk for experiencing misgendering and unique forms of discrimination, rejection, harassment and violence
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(Matsuno et al., 2024). Studies from the United States and Europe have found higher rates of different types of violent
victimization among non-binary people (Evje at al., 2026; Harrison et al., 2012), and some research has found high rates
of violent victimization among transgender women (Evje at al., 2026; Tessmer & Worthen, 2025). In the Canadian context,
non-binary people experience greater economic precarity than other groups (Rauh et al., 2025), and these socioeconomic
vulnerabilities may be related to violent victimization, either as a cause or consequence.

Violent victimization highest among those who are both LGB+ and gender diverse

As noted, the LGB+ and gender diverse populations are not mutually exclusive, as some individuals belong to both groups.
This underscores the relevance of intersectionality, a framework that examines how multiple characteristics of individuals
intersect to shape their experiences and outcomes (Crenshaw, 1991; Flores et al., 2023). Applied to violent victimization, an
intersectional perspective recognizes that the combined influence of sexual orientation and gender identity may contribute
to distinct patterns of risk, discrimination, and vulnerability. In support of this framework, experiences of violent victimization
were highest at the intersection of LGB+ and gender diverse populations. That is, three-quarters (74%) of people who were
both LGB+ and gender diverse had experienced violent victimization since age 15 (Table 3). Prevalence was relatively lower
among the rest of the 2SLGBTQ+ population—that is, those who were both LGB+ and cisgender (64%) or among those
who were both heterosexual and gender diverse (54%). Experiences of victimization were lowest among heterosexual and
cisgender people (38%). After accounting for age, victimization remained highest among those who were both LGB+

and gender diverse.

Bisexual women and non-binary people most likely to experience sexual assault in their lifetime, even after
accounting for age

Prior research on violent victimization in Canada has shown clear gender differences: women are more likely than men to
be victims of sexual assault, while physical assault is more prevalent among men (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026). Similar to the
general population, LGB+ women (57%) were more likely to experience sexual assault in their lifetime than LGB+ men
(36%) (Table 1).

More specifically, in 2025, among the LGB+ population, the lifetime prevalence of sexual assault was highest among
bisexual women (63%), followed by lesbian women (43%) (Table 1, Chart 1). In both cases, this was significantly higher than
heterosexual women (33%). Gay (35%) and bisexual men (33%) were over three times as likely to have experienced sexual
assault in their lifetime than heterosexual men (8.8%). These patterns persisted after accounting for age differences.
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Chart 1
Violent victimization since age 15, by type of victimization, sexual orientation and gender of victim,
Canada, 2025
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Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.

Existing research points to greater prevalence of violent victimization—including sexual assault, physical assault and intimate
partner violence—among bisexual women (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2025; Jaffray, 2020; Klein et al., 2022).
Not only are bisexual women younger, on average, than their heterosexual counterparts, but scholars suggest this elevated
risk stems from the social stigma bisexual people may experience from both heterosexual and gay and lesbian individuals,
often leaving them without a sense of acceptance in either straight or gay social spaces (Feinstein & Dyar, 2017; Hayfield

et al., 2014). As such, bisexual people—and bisexual women in particular—may be stereotyped more negatively than gay

or lesbian individuals, including assumptions that they are inherently non-monogamous, sexually promiscuous or likely to
“change” their sexual orientation (Davidson et al., 2024; Dyar et al., 2017; Hayfield et al., 2014). These stereotypes can
reinforce the perceived acceptability of prejudicial and discriminatory behaviour towards bisexual people, increasing

the risk of violence.

Among the gender diverse population, non-binary people (57%) were most likely to have experienced sexual assault
since the age of 15, significantly more so than transgender men (48%) or transgender women (41%) (Table 2, Chart 2).°
The prevalence was higher for all gender diverse groups than cisgender women (35%) and men (9.8%). Given the
disproportionate risks of violence experienced by bisexual people, it should be noted that nearly half (45%) of non-binary
people were bisexual, signaling a substantial overlap between these populations. The higher prevalence of lifetime sexual
assault among non-binary people persisted after taking age into account.
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Chart 2
Violent victimization since age 15, by type of victimization and gender diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025
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Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.

A similar share of LGB+ men and women experience a physical assault at some point in their lifetime—higher than
heterosexual counterparts

Among the general population, men are more likely to experience physical assault than women (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026).
In contrast, among the LGB+ population, physical assault was experienced by a similar proportion of women (52%) and men
(51%) at some point in their lifetime (Table 1). Likewise, a similar proportion of bisexual women (54%) and men (54%) had
experienced this type of violence at least once since age 15, with comparable patterns found among gay men (46%) and
lesbian women (45%) (Chart 1). These groups were also significantly more likely to experience a physical assault compared
with heterosexual men (33%) and women (29%), a finding which held after accounting for age.

Non-binary people most likely to experience a physical assault in their lifetime; proportions similar among
transgender men and women

Within the gender diverse population, non-binary people (64%) were most likely to experience physical assault at least once
since age 15—higher than transgender women (56%) or transgender men (52%) (Table 2, Chart 2). The prevalence of
physical assault was higher among all gender diverse groups than cisgender men (34%) and women (31%). After taking age
into account, the higher prevalence among non-binary people persisted.

Among 2SLGBTQ+ people, physical and sexual assault more commonly experienced by Indigenous people and
those with a disability

Existing Canadian research shows that experiences of violence are not evenly distributed across the population (Cotter

& Burczycka, 2026; Cotter, 2021). Indigenous people (First Nations people, Métis and Inuit), women and girls, youth,
2SLGBTQ+ people, individuals with disabilities or mental health-related conditions, and those experiencing housing instability
face disproportionately higher risks of violence, reflecting broader patterns of social and structural inequality (Cotter &
Burczycka, 2026; Cotter, 2021; Perreault, 2022; Statistics Canada, 2022). In some cases, factors associated with elevated
risk—such as disability, mental health-related conditions and housing instability—may also arise as consequences of
violence, highlighting the complex and reciprocal relationship between victimization and social vulnerability.
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According to the 2025 SSPPS, among LGB+ people, the lifetime prevalence of physical assault varied by demographic
characteristics (Table 4). For example, LGB+ individuals who were Indigenous (69%) experienced higher prevalence of
physical assault than their non-Indigenous counterparts (50%). Likewise, lifetime experiences of physical assault were more
prevalent among LGB+ people who self-identified as a person with a disability' (66%) relative to those who did not (44%).
Among the LGB+ population—and similar to broader patterns in Canada (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026)—racialized people
(42%) and those born outside of Canada (46%) were less likely to indicate that they experienced physical assault in their
lifetime than their non-racialized (53%) and Canadian-born (53%) counterparts.

Similarly, for gender diverse people, the prevalence of violent victimization varied by demographic characteristics
(Table 5). For example, physical and sexual assault since age 15 was higher among gender diverse Indigenous people
(71% and 58%, respectively) than their non-Indigenous counterparts (57% and 49%, respectively). Physical and sexual
assault since age 15 was also higher among gender diverse individuals who self-identified as a person with a disability
(67% and 56%, respectively) than those who did not (51% and 44%, respectively).

Experiences of physical and sexual assault in the past 12 months
Frequency of violent victimization higher among LGB+ and gender diverse people

In the 12 months prior to the survey, LGB+ people were three times as likely to experience violent victimization

(i.e., physical or sexual assault) compared with their heterosexual counterparts (12% versus 3.6%). Additionally, LGB+ people
were also more likely to experience multiple incidents of violence over the 12-month period relative to their heterosexual
peers (60% versus 51%). This finding, however, was highly gendered. LGB+ women (62%) were more likely to experience
multiple incidents of violent victimization, compared with heterosexual women (54%). Meanwhile, among men, there were

no statistically significant difference between LGB+ men and heterosexual men who experienced multiple incidents of
victimization.

Likewise, gender diverse individuals were over three times as likely as cisgender people to experience violent victimization
in the 12 months prior to the survey (15% versus 4.1%). Among those who experienced violent victimization, gender diverse
people were also more likely to experience multiple incidents of violence (63% versus 52%) than cisgender people.

LGB+ people three times as likely as heterosexual individuals to experience physical assault in previous
12 months; five times as likely to experience sexual assault

Overall, in 2025, LGB+ people were nearly three times as likely as heterosexual people to experience a physical assault in
the 12 months prior (7.9% versus 2.8%) (Table 1). In addition, LGB+ people were more likely than heterosexual individuals to
experience the different types of physical assault captured in the survey (Chart 3). For LGB+ women specifically, experiences
of physical assault were four times higher among bisexual (7.9%) and lesbian women (8.3%) than heterosexual women
(2.0%). Physical assault in the last 12 months was also higher among bisexual men (9.6%) than heterosexual men (3.5%),
with no statistically significant difference between gay (5.4%) and heterosexual men (3.5%). When taking age into account,
the prevalence decreased among LGB+ groups yet remained higher than their heterosexual counterparts.
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Chart 3
Physical and sexual assault in the past 12 months, by type of victimization and sexual orientation of the victim, Canada, 2025
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Source: Statistice Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.

LGB+ people (6.4%) were more than five times as likely as heterosexual people (1.2%) to have experienced a sexual assault
in the previous 12 months (Table 1, Chart 3). In particular, bisexual women (8.1%) were twice as likely as lesbian women
(3.5%) and four times as likely as heterosexual women (1.9%) to have experienced sexual assault. Among men, a similar
share of gay (5.3%) and bisexual men (5.1%) experienced sexual assault in the previous 12 months—nine times that of
heterosexual men (0.6%). After taking age into account, these differences diminished, however, the prevalence of sexual
assault remained higher for bisexual women than heterosexual women, as it did for gay and bisexual men compared with

heterosexual men.

Gender diverse people four times as likely as cisgender people to experience physical or sexual assault in
previous 12 months

Gender diverse individuals were nearly four times as likely as cisgender people to experience a physical assault in the
previous year (11% versus 3.1%) and were more likely to experience the different types of physical assault captured in the

survey (Table 2, Chart 4).
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Chart 4
Physical and sexual assault in the past 12 months, by type of victimization and gender diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025
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The proportions of transgender men (13%), non-binary people (12%) and transgender women (8.7%) who were physically

assaulted in the past 12 months were statistically similar—however, all were higher than cisgender men (3.6%) and women
(2.5%). After taking age into account, the prevalence decreased for some gender diverse groups yet remained significantly
higher than cisgender people.

Similar to physical assault findings, gender diverse people were four times as likely as cisgender people to have experienced
sexual assault in the past 12 months (6.5% versus 1.6%) (Table 2, Chart 4). The prevalence of sexual assault was similar
between non-binary people (7.0%), transgender women (6.3%) and transgender men (5.9%)—each were higher than
cisgender women (2.3%) and men (0.8%)."" After accounting for age, the prevalence of sexual assault remained higher for
transgender women and non-binary people than cisgender women and men.'2

LGB+ individuals more likely to experience victimization at a private location, by someone they know

People may experience multiple incidents of physical or sexual assault within a one-year period. The information presented
here reflects the incident respondents deemed as being the most serious (i.e., the one that affected them the most).”* As a
result, data reflect these most serious incidents and do not capture characteristics of other physical or sexual assaults that
may have been experienced by respondents in the 12 months preceding the survey.

Among those who experienced a non-intimate partner physical assault in the previous 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were
more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to indicate the most serious incident occurred in a private residence
(38% versus 29%) (Table 6). In particular, LGB+ individuals were more likely to be physically assaulted in a private residence
compared with their heterosexual peers (38% versus 29%). There were no statistically significant differences in the location
of physical assault for gender diverse people relative to cisgender people. However, a higher share of gender diverse people
were sexually assaulted in the street or other public place, relative to cisgender people (23% versus 13%).

In terms of the relationship of the perpetrator to the victim, and aligned with the increased likelihood of violence occurring in a
private residence, physical assault incidents against LGB+ people were more likely to involve someone known to them

(61% versus 52%) and less likely to involve a stranger (37% versus 46%), compared with their heterosexual counterparts.™
For sexual assault, three-quarters (74%) of 2SLGBTQ+ people were victimized by someone they knew, mirroring what was
found for non-2SLGBTQ+ people (73%).
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Among 2SLGBTQ+ and non-2SLGBTQ+ people alike, most victims stated that their perpetrator or perpetrators were all or
mostly men (Table 6). That said, LGB+ individuals were more likely than heterosexual people to indicate that a woman or
women was responsible for the physical assault (18% versus 12%)."> Gender diverse people were less likely to be physically
(68%) or sexually assaulted (66%) by a man or men in the previous 12 months than cisgender people (76% and

79%, respectively).

Physical assaults against 2SLGBTQ+ people less likely to come to the attention of the police

Decisions about whether to report violent incidents to police are often complex. Some individuals may perceive an incident as
too minor or not serious enough to report, while others may face barriers that discourage engagement with the criminal justice
system, including fear of not being believed, concerns about stigma or discrimination, previous negative experiences with
police, or mistrust of institutions (Government of Canada, 2022b; Johnson, 2017; Lorenz et al., 2021). These barriers may

be further intensified among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, which historically, experienced criminalization and discriminatory
policing (Prime Minister of Canada, 2017; RCMP, 2026). Although laws in Canada have changed substantially, research
suggests that lingering mistrust of police and institutions, fears of homophobic, biphobic, or transphobic treatment, being
misgendered or outed, and a lack of 2SLGBTQ+-affirming and culturally competent health, social, and victim support services
may further reduce the likelihood of reporting victimization to police (Erentzen & Schuller, 2020; Perry & Ginsley, 2022).

Lending support to prior research, 2025 SSPPS data show that physical assaults against 2SLGBTQ+ people were less likely
to come to the attention of the police,'® compared with non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals (22% versus 29%) (Table 6). However,
2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely to contact or use any services for help than was the case for non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals
(20% versus 13%)."” For sexual assaults, there was no statistically significant difference in police reporting practices between
2SLGBTQ+ and non-2SLGBTQ+ people, although they were more likely to contact or use any services for help than their
non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (22% versus 14%).

2SLGBTQ+ people more likely to experience negative impacts following violent victimization

Alongside the harm experienced during the actual violent incident, many victims experience secondary victimization due to
negative interactions with the criminal justice system, friends and family, or society more broadly (OFOVC, 2024). Acommon
form of this is victim-blaming, where responsibility for the violence is shifted onto the victim. This may involve scrutinizing

a victim’s behaviour or appearance in ways that imply they contributed to their own victimization, rather than placing
responsibility on the perpetrator.

According to the 2025 SSPPS, 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to indicate
that someone made them feel as though they were responsible or to blame for the physical assault incident (36% versus
23%) as well as the sexual assault incident (40% versus 27%) that they experienced (Table 6).

Not only were 2SLGBTQ+ people more likely to feel blamed for their own victimization, one-third (33%) had also reported
experiencing three or more longer-term emotional impacts consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)"® following
the physical assault incident, higher than what was reported by their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts (19%). The same was
found for sexual assault incidents—37% of 2SLGBTQ+ people experienced longer-term emotional impacts compared with
23% of their non-2SLGBTQ+ peers.

Impacts can also be measured in terms of behavioural changes following the incident, which were disproportionately seen
among the 2SLGBTQ+ population. In particular, as a result of the physical assault, 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were more likely
than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to report carrying something to defend themselves or alert others (29% versus 16%),
to become withdrawn from social events or activities they typically enjoy (37% versus 25%) and to stay home in order to
avoid similar experiences (35% versus 26%). Likewise, 2SLGBTQ+ people who were sexually assaulted were more likely

to avoid certain places (53%) or stay home to avoid similar experiences (46%) relative to their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts
(39% and 35%, respectively)."®
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Experiences of unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work and at school in the past 12 months

In addition to the criminal forms of gender-based violence captured by the SSPPS, the survey also asked about experiences
of unwanted sexual behaviours within three distinct settings: in public, at work, and at school.2° While such experiences may
not always amount to criminal offences, they can nonetheless erode quality of life, constrain how individuals engage with
others and their communities, and affect their sense of safety.

Specifically, the 2025 SSPPS collected information on the following eight unwanted behaviours occurring in each setting:
being subjected to inappropriate sexual jokes; unwanted sexual attention; unwanted physical contact; indecent exposure;
or suggestions that they do not act like how a man or woman is supposed to act. Respondents were also asked if they were
insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or a woman; because they are, or are assumed to be,
transgender; or because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation.

This analysis focuses on experiences in the past 12 months when in public places (i.e., anywhere people can access with
little or no restriction, such as coffee shops, the street, shopping malls, public transportation, bars, or restaurants), at work,
and in school settings. For readability, the term “unwanted behaviours” will be used throughout this section to refer collectively
to unwanted sexual behaviours experienced in public spaces, workplaces, and schools, unless otherwise specified.

2SLGBTQ+ people three times as likely as non-2SLGBTQ+ people to experience unwanted behaviours in public

Like other forms of gender-based violence presented in this article, in 2025, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more than three times
as likely as their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to have experienced unwanted behaviours in the year prior (52% versus 16%).
Specifically, this was the case for more than half (53%) of LGB+ people and six in ten (61%) gender diverse people

(Table 7, Table 8).

As was the case for physical and sexual assault, experiences of unwanted behaviours varied among people with intersecting
characteristics: seven in ten (71%) people who were both LGB+ and gender diverse had experienced such behaviours in
the past 12 months (Table 3). Prevalence was lower among the rest of the 2SLGBTQ+ population, and lowest overall among
heterosexual and cisgender people (16%). These patterns held after taking age into account.

Both LGB+ women (61%) and LGB+ men (41%) were more likely to experience unwanted behaviours than their heterosexual
counterparts (23% and 10%, respectively). Specifically, lesbian (53%) and bisexual women (64%) experienced higher
prevalence of unwanted behaviours than gay (38%) and bisexual (42%) men. After taking age into account, prevalence
remained highest for lesbian and bisexual women.

Among the gender diverse population, a higher share of non-binary people (72%) experienced unwanted behaviours than
transgender men (56%) and transgender women (50%).2' All gender diverse groups were more likely to experience unwanted
behaviors than cisgender people, a pattern which held after accounting for age.

Almost one in five LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of their actual or
assumed sexual orientation

In 2025, LGB+ people were more likely to have experienced each of the eight unwanted behaviours measured by the
survey (Table 7). Almost one-fifth (18%) of LGB+ people indicated that they were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded
in the previous year because of their actual or assumed sexual orientation. While LGB+ women were generally more likely
to experience unwanted behaviours than LGB+ men, here the opposite was true. A larger share of LGB+ men (20%) than
women (17%) reported experiencing discrimination based on their sexual orientation.

While sexual orientation is a different concept than gender diversity, the two may overlap when it comes to lived experiences.
Some cisgender LGB+ people may also be victims of transphobia based on others’ perceptions of their gender identity or
expression. Indeed, one in ten (9.0%) LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were,
or were assumed to be, transgender. Further, one quarter (26%) of LGB+ people encountered suggestions that they don't act
like a man or woman is supposed to act—more than five times higher (4.6%) than heterosexual people.
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Nearly one-quarter (22%) of LGB+ individuals were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man or
woman—over three times higher than their heterosexual counterparts (6.1%). Like the heterosexual population, a greater
proportion of LGB+ women (29%) experienced this type of discrimination than LGB+ men (10%).

Alongside the discriminatory experiences outlined above, LGB+ individuals were four times as likely as heterosexual people
to experience unwanted physical contact (23% versus 5.7%). They were also three times as likely as heterosexual people
to experience unwanted sexual attention (30% versus 7.8%), inappropriate sexual jokes (28% versus 8.0%), and indecent
exposure (6.7% versus 1.9%). Among the LGB+ population, a higher share of women had these experiences than men,
mirroring the pattern seen among the heterosexual population.

Almost two in five gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they were, or
were assumed to be, transgender

Gender diverse people were more likely than cisgender people to experience each of the eight unwanted behaviours
measured by the survey (Table 8). Nearly two in five (37%) gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or
excluded because they were, or were assumed to, be transgender.? Similarly, gender diverse people were more likely than
cisgender people to encounter suggestions that they don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act (37% versus 5.8%).
Nearly one quarter (23%) of gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because they are a man
or woman—three times higher than cisgender people (7.1%).

Sexual orientation and gender diversity often overlap in peoples lived experiences. Gender diverse people may experience
differential treatment based on their sexual orientation or others’ perceptions of their sexual orientation. Almost three in ten
(28%) gender diverse people were insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of their actual or assumed

sexual orientation.

Gender diverse people were also three times as likely as cisgender people to experience unwanted sexual attention (31%
versus 9.2%), inappropriate sexual jokes (27% versus 9.2%), unwanted physical contact (25% versus 6.8%), and indecent
exposure (7.0% versus 2.2%). Repeated experiences of unwanted attention, comments, or physical contact can convey
that one's gender identity or expression is subject to scrutiny or objectification. Such experiences have been associated with
poorer mental health, heightened internalized stigma, and reduced well-being among gender diverse people (Cascalheira &
Choi, 2023; Kimber et al., 2024).

Among 2SLGBTQ+ population, experiencing unwanted behaviours more common among youth, Indigenous people
and those with a disability, less so among immigrants and racialized people

Among 2SLGBTQ+ people, unwanted behaviours in public, at work and at school were most commonly experienced at least
once in the previous year by certain demographics: youth aged 15 to 24 (63%), Indigenous people (61%) and those who
self-identified as having a disability (61%). In contrast, among the 2SLGBTQ+ population, a lower share of racialized people
(42%) indicated they experienced unwanted behaviours than non-racialized (54%) individuals. Similarly, this was the case
for a lower proportion of 2SLGBTQ+ people born outside of Canada (41%) than their Canadian-born counterparts (55%).
There is considerable overlap among the racialized and immigrant populations and findings varied among racialized people
depending on place of birth. Among racialized 2SLGBTQ+ people, Canadian-born individuals (57%) were more likely to
indicate that they had experienced unwanted behaviours than those not born in Canada (35%). The same general patterns
were observed when disaggregated for the LGB+ and gender diverse populations separately.

Experiences of unwanted behaviours online in past 12 months

Technology-facilitated violence (e.g., online harassment, cyberstalking, and non-consensual sharing of intimate or explicit
images) is another dimension of gender-based violence.?* Research suggests that anti-2SGLBTQ+ sentiment often occurs
through digital platforms, where individuals—especially transgender people—may be subjected to hate messages, threats,
disinformation campaigns and other forms of identity-based abuse (Egale, 2025). Likewise, cyberbullying is more prevalent
among transgender, non-binary and LGB+ adolescents than their cisgender and heterosexual peers and is linked to higher
rates of depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation and attempts (Egale, 2025; Kingsbury & Arim, 2023). As digital spaces
become more embedded in daily life, they become another avenue through which 2SLGBTQ+ people may experience harm.
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The 2025 SSPPS asked respondents whether they experienced unwanted behaviours online — either through text message,
on a social media site, or another Internet-based platform. Specifically, respondents were asked whether someone posted or
threatened to post intimate images of them without their consent; if they had been pressured to share suggestive or explicit
images or messages; or had received suggestive or explicit images or messages they did not want to receive. Additionally,
the survey asked whether respondents had received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text
messages, either as the only recipient; or through group messages or postings on social media.?*

LGB+ individuals three times as likely as heterosexual people to experience unwanted behaviours online

Similar to findings on in-person experiences, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts
to have experienced unwanted behaviours online in the past 12 months. When examining intersecting sexual orientation
and gender diversity characteristics, these experiences were highest among those who were both LGB+ and gender diverse
(39%) (Table 3). LGB+ people were more likely than their heterosexual peers (27% versus 9.1%) to have experienced
unwanted behaviours online (Table 7). This finding persisted after accounting for age.

LGB+ individuals were also more likely than their heterosexual peers to experience each of the unwanted behaviours
online. Among the LGB+ population, women were more likely than men to personally receive threatening emails, social
media messages, or text messages (14% versus 11%), be pressured to send, share or post sexually suggestive images
or messages (8.7% versus 5.6%) and more likely to receive sexually suggestive images or messages they did not want to
receive (19% versus 14%).

Gender diverse individuals over three times as likely as cisgender people to experience unwanted
behaviours online

In 2025, gender diverse individuals were over three times as likely to experience unwanted behaviours online than cisgender
people in the previous 12 months (34% versus 10%) (Table 8). This overarching pattern remained after adjusting for age.
Among the gender diverse population, a larger share of non-binary people (37%) experienced unwanted sexual behaviours
online than transgender men (29%). There was no statistically significant difference between the proportion of transgender
women (32%) who had experienced unwanted sexual behaviours online compared with transgender men and

non-binary people.

For each of the online behaviours measured, proportions were higher among gender diverse people than their cisgender
counterparts. Gender diverse people were more likely than cisgender people to receive threatening or aggressive emails,
social media messages, or text messages personally (17% versus 5.5%) or to a group or post on social media (13% versus
3.0%). Gender diverse people were also more likely than cisgender people to have someone post or distribute, or threaten to
post or distribute, intimate or sexually explicit images of them without consent (2.6% versus 1.5%), to be pressured to send,
share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages (9.1% versus 1.6%),% or to receive sexually suggestive
images or messages when they did not want to receive them (20% versus 4.8%).

Among 2SLGBTQ+ population, experiencing unwanted behaviours online more common among Indigenous people
and those with a disability, less so among those born outside of Canada

Like experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours in public, experiencing unwanted behaviours online
occurred more often among certain demographic groups within the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Among 2SLGBTQ+ people,
experiences of unwanted behaviours online in the previous year were most common among Indigenous people (41%) and
those who self-identified as having a disability (36%). In contrast, 2SLGBTQ+ people born outside of Canada (20%) were less
likely to experience unwanted behaviours than their Canadian-born (28%) counterparts.?® Experiencing unwanted behaviours
online were more common among younger age groups within the 2SLGBTQ+ population, than those aged 45 to 54 and those
aged 55 and older.
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Text box 3
Homelessness and victimization among 2SLGBTQ+ people

The Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) measured two forms of homelessness: (1) sheltered and
unsheltered, and (2) hidden. Sheltered and unsheltered homelessness refers to ever having lived on the street, in a
shelter, or in an abandoned building because the respondent had nowhere else to go. Hidden homelessness refers to
ever having temporarily stayed with family or friends because they had nowhere else to live (e.g., couch-surfing).

Aligned with other studies indicating that 2SLGBTQ+ people are disproportionately affected by homelessness (McCann
& Brown, 2019; Uppal, 2022), 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were nearly twice as likely as non-2SLGBTQ+ people to have
experienced some form of homelessness in their lifetime (25% versus 14%). More specifically, LGB+ people were more
likely to experience homelessness than heterosexual people, regardless of whether it was hidden (25% versus 13%), or
sheltered or unsheltered (5.4% versus 2.4%). There were no statistically significant differences between LGB+ women
and LGB+ men in prior experiences of homelessness.

Similarly, gender diverse people were over twice as likely as cisgender people to experience some form of homelessness
in their lifetime, whether hidden (31% versus 14%), or sheltered or unsheltered (6.8% versus 2.6%). Among gender
diverse people, there were no statistically significant differences between transgender men, transgender women, and
non-binary people in terms of their likelihood of ever having been homeless.

Prevalence of recent physical or sexual assault highest among LGB+ and gender diverse people who had prior
experiences of homelessness

Experiences of homelessness are also associated with victimization, both as a risk factor (e.g., living in a precarious
situation) or as a consequence (e.g., becoming homeless to escape violence). While these experiences of homelessness
may have occurred at any point in the respondent’s life, there was a notable relationship with ever having been homeless
and experiencing violent victimization (i.e., physical or sexual assault) in the 12 months preceding the survey.

In 2025, among the population who had ever experienced any type of homelessness, one in six (17%) LGB+ people
experienced violent victimization in the previous 12 months, compared with 6.4% of heterosexual people. Likewise,
among LGB+ people, violent victimization was highest among those who had experienced any type of homelessness than
those who had not (17% versus 10%).

While experiences of physical or sexual assault were higher among LGB+ people who experienced any type of
homelessness, the gap was widest among bisexual people. In fact, bisexual men (22%) and women (16%) who were ever
homeless were about three times as likely to experience violence in the 12 months prior compared with heterosexual men
(7.4%) and heterosexual women (5.3%).

The differences were more pronounced for sheltered or unsheltered homelessness. More than one-quarter (26%) of
LGB+ people who had ever experienced this type of homelessness were victimized in the 12 months prior, higher than
their heterosexual counterparts (10%) and higher than LGB+ people who had not experienced sheltered or unsheltered
homelessness (11%).

Among the gender diverse population who had ever experienced any type of homelessness, one in five (21%) were
physically or sexually assaulted in the previous 12 months. This was higher than their cisgender counterparts who had
experienced homelessness (7.4%) and higher than gender diverse people who had never experienced

homelessness (11%).

Again, the differences were more pronounced for sheltered or unsheltered homelessness. Almost two in five (38%) gender
diverse individuals who had ever experienced sheltered or unsheltered homelessness had been victimized in the previous
12 months, higher than among their cisgender counterparts (12%) and higher than gender diverse people who had not
experienced sheltered or unsheltered homelessness (13%). There were no statistically significant differences in the
prevalence of victimization among transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people who had

experienced homelessness.
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Mental health and life satisfaction among the 2SLGBTQ+ population

Violent victimization associated with lower life satisfaction and poorer mental health among 2SLGBTQ+ people
relative to non-2SLGBTQ+ individuals

The impacts of violent victimization often extend well beyond the immediate incident. Victimization can have lasting effects on
psychological well-being, contribute to chronic health issues, and shape overall quality of life, making these measures critical
for understanding the full scope and persistence of harm.

2SLGBTQ+ people often experience poorer physical and mental health, which has been attributed to greater exposure to
minority stress, including actual or anticipated experiences of discrimination or victimization, concealment of 2SLGBTQ+
status and the internalization of negative societal attitudes (Flentje et al., 2022; Lick et al., 2013; Meyer, 2003). Indeed,
results from the 2025 SSPPS show that gender diverse and LGB+ people overall were less likely than their heterosexual
and cisgender counterparts to be highly satisfied with their lives, and more likely to rate their mental health as fair or poor,
regardless of whether they had been victimized.

That said, experiences of violence can have an impact on mental health and well-being. Among those who experienced
physical or sexual assault in the previous 12 months, one-fifth (21%) of LGB+ people were highly satisfied with their lives,
compared with more than one-third (36%) of heterosexual people (Table 9). Life satisfaction was lower among gender diverse
victims of violence, as they were half as likely to report high life satisfaction, relative to their cisgender counterparts (14%
versus 33%) (Table 10).

In terms of mental health among those who had experienced a physical or sexual assault in the past 12 months, two-thirds
(67%) of LGB+ people indicated their mental health was fair or poor compared with 37% of heterosexual people (Table 9).
Mental health outcomes were worse among the gender diverse population, where nearly three-quarters (73%) of those who
had been assaulted indicated their mental health was fair or poor, compared with 42% of cisgender people (Table 10).

It should be noted that these analyses are based on cross-sectional survey data and cannot determine a causal relationship.
Respondents rated their mental health and life satisfaction at the time of the survey, while victimization was measured based
on experiences during the previous 12 months. As a result, the findings describe current well-being relative to previous violent
victimization, but cannot determine whether victimization contributed to poorer well-being, whether pre-existing mental health
challenges increased vulnerability to victimization, or whether both are influenced by other underlying factors.

Summary

The 2025 SSPPS provides the latest data on the prevalence and nature of gender-based violence in Canada, allowing for
an examination of violence experienced by 2SLGBTQ+ people aged 15 and older, disaggregated by sexual orientation

and gender diversity. Alongside disaggregated data on the LGB+ population, this Juristat presented findings specific to
transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people, helping to address a longstanding gap in national data on the
experiences of gender diverse people.

According to the 2025 SSPPS, nearly two-thirds of 2SLGBTQ+ people experienced violent victimization (i.e., physical

or sexual assault) since the age of 15, higher than their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts. When examining intersecting
characteristics, experiences of violence and unwanted sexual behaviours were highest among people who are both LGB+
and gender diverse. These findings held when examining LGB+ and gender diverse populations separately, and after
accounting for the younger age structure of the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Indeed, LGB+ and gender diverse people were more
likely to experience all forms of violent victimization at any point since age 15 and at least once in the 12 months prior to the
survey compared with their heterosexual and cisgender counterparts.

Among the LGB+ population, lesbian women, gay men, and bisexual women and men all experienced a higher prevalence of
violent victimization since the age of 15 than heterosexual women and men. Likewise, for gender diverse people, prevalence
was higher among transgender men, transgender women, and non-binary people than cisgender women and men.
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Experiences of violent victimization vary among different segments of the 2SLGBTQ+ population. Among 2SLGBTQ+ people
who experienced a physical or sexual assault at some point in their lifetime, prevalence was highest among Indigenous
people, and those who self-identified as having a disability. Moreover, violent victimization in the past 12 months was notably
higher among LGB+ and gender diverse people who had ever been homeless, compared with their heterosexual and
cisgender counterparts.

The impacts of violent victimization can persist long after the incident itself. Among people in Canada who experienced a
physical or sexual assault in the 12 months prior to the 2025 SSPPS, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely than their non-
2SLGBTQ+ counterparts to develop three or more longer-term emotional impacts consistent with post-traumatic stress
disorder. 2SLGBTQ+ individuals were also more likely than non-2SLGBTQ+ people to indicate being made to feel blamed or
responsible for the violence and were more likely to change some of their behaviours because of the violent incident. More
generally, among people who experienced victimization in the past 12 months, 2SLGBTQ+ people were more likely to have
poorer mental health and less life satisfaction compared with their non-2SLGBTQ+ counterparts.

Alongside capturing forms of violence that meet the criminal threshold, the 2025 SSPPS also measured peoples’ experiences
of unwanted sexual behaviours in public, at work, at school and online in the past 12 months. Like other patterns, LGB+ and
gender diverse people were more likely to experience unwanted behaviours in public and online than their heterosexual and
cisgender peers. A sizable proportion had experienced mistreatment based on others’ perceptions of their sexual orientation
or gender identity.

The 2025 SSPPS enabled more in-depth analysis of experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among
LGB+ and gender-diverse populations than what is typically possible in household surveys, where sample size limitations
often constrain disaggregated analysis. While the results presented in this article identify clear patterns of victimization
across the 2SLGBTQ+ population, they do not explain why particular groups experience elevated risk, nor whether these
experiences function as causes or consequences of broader social and economic factors. Further research is needed to
better understand the mechanisms underlying these findings.

Data sources and methodology

In 2024-2025, Statistics Canada conducted the second cycle of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS).
The SSPPS was previously collected in 2018. The purpose of the survey is to collect information on Canadians’ experiences
in public, at work, online, and in their intimate partner relationships.

The target population for the SSPPS included all persons 15 years of age and older in Canada, excluding full-time residents
of institutions and residents of First Nations reserves. The 2025 SSPPS is a sample survey with a cross-sectional design.

The survey in the provinces also now uses a targeted respondent approach, meaning a sample of persons is directly selected
from the survey frame. The survey frame for the SSPPS in the territories is an area frame of dwellings constructed for the
Labour Force Survey (LFS). The sample of selected dwellings was sent to the field for collection. Upon contact with a resident
of the selected dwelling, one household member 15 years of age and older was randomly selected to complete the

SSPPS questionnaire.

In the provinces, data collection took place from October 2024 to June 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by
self-administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered telephone questionnaire. Respondents were able to
respond in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 10 provinces was 46,511 respondents. The
response rate in the provinces was 32.3%, down from 43.1% in 2018.

In the territories, data collection took place from January to July 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by self-
administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered in-person questionnaire. Respondents were able to respond
in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 3 territories was 2,036 respondents. The response rate in
the territories was 53.1%, down from 73.2% in 2018.

Non-respondents included people who refused to participate, could not be reached, or could not speak English or French.
Respondents in the sample were weighted so that their responses represent the non-institutionalized, off-reserve Canadian
population aged 15 and older.
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Sampling and age standardization

Following consultations and based on findings using the data from 2018 SSPPS, the overall sample size in 2025 was
increased, including oversampling of Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Inuit, and Métis), gender diverse people

(i.e., non-binary, transgender women and transgender men) and youth (aged 15 to 24). This oversampling enabled increased
disaggregation and intersectional analysis of these key populations.

Age-standardized rates were calculated to account for the younger age structure of the 2SLGBTQ+ population, compared
with the heterosexual and cisgender populations. The age structure of a population refers to the proportion of people in
predetermined age groups. To calculate age-standardized rates, populations of interest are mathematically adjusted to
have the same age structure as a different population, called the standard population. In this article, heterosexual people,
heterosexual men, cisgender people, or cisgender men served as the standard population, depending on the analysis.
Age-adjusted estimates reflect what the estimate would be if the group under study had the same age distribution as the
relevant standard population.

Data limitations

As with any household survey, there are some data limitations. The results are based on a sample and are therefore subject
to sampling errors. Somewhat different results might have been obtained if the entire population had been surveyed.

For the quality of estimates, the lower and upper bounds of the confidence intervals are presented. Confidence intervals
should be interpreted as follows: If the survey were repeated many times, then 95% of the time (or 19 times out of 20), the
confidence interval would cover the true population value.
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Notes

1. The Government of Canada adopted the acronym 2SLGBTQI+ to refer to Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer and intersex people and those who use other terms related to gender and sexual diversity. Statistics Canada uses
the acronym 2SLGBTQ+ for data analysis purposes, as information is not yet specifically collected about intersex people in
surveys (Statistics Canada, 2024).

2. In this release, the “+” in the LGB+ acronym indicates a sexual orientation write-in response that cannot be classified
under the response categories heterosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual, or pansexual. The “+” could include responses such as
questioning, asexual, or queer. As a result of the diversity of these populations and the overlap with other existing categories,
it may not be possible to draw meaningful conclusions when grouped as a single standalone category. For example, a person
indicating “queer” may also be lesbian, gay, bisexual, or pansexual. For this reason, the “+” category is included in LGB+
aggregate data but not disaggregated as a distinct analytical group.

3. Percentages do not equal 100 due to intersecting characteristics (i.e., transgender and non-binary people may also be
LGB+). Given the substantially larger share of LGB+ people than gender diverse people, estimates for the 2SLGBTQ+
population tend to reflect the LGB+ population. For this reason, disaggregation of these populations allows for better insights,
particularly of the gender diverse population.

4. For the remainder of this Juristat article, for analysis of the LGB+ population, non-binary persons were distributed into
men+ and women+ categories.

5. Percent calculation excludes gender diverse respondents that did not state their sexual orientation.

6. The text in this article will use the term “lesbian” to refer to women who selected the “lesbian or gay” response category to
the sexual orientation question.

7. Following Statistics Canada’s classification of sexual orientation, write-in responses indicating “pansexual” were included in
the “bisexual” category.

8. Percentages for LGB+ and gender diverse people are higher than the 2SLGBTQ+ overall estimate due to the overlap of
LGB+ and gender diverse populations.

9. There was no statistically significant difference between transgender men and women in their experiences of sexual
assault.

10. To differentiate persons with and without a disability, respondents were asked if they identified as a person with a
disability. This differs from the method used by Statistics Canada in the Canadian Survey on Disability, which includes
disability screening questions to identify persons with a disability and calculate the official rates of disability in Canada. The
2018 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces used disability screening questions to identify persons with a disability;
as a result, comparisons should be made with caution.

11. Cisgender women were significantly more likely to have experienced sexual assault than cisgender men.

12. After taking age into account, the prevalence of sexual assault was similar between transgender men and cisgender
women yet remained higher for transgender men than cisgender men.

13. Respondents were asked to provide details on their most serious incident of physical assault and their most serious
incident of sexual assault if both were experienced in the year prior to the survey.

14. These differences were also observed for 2SLGBTQ+ people overall whereas no statistically significant differences were
found for gender diverse individuals.

15. There was no statistically significant difference between gender diverse and cisgender people.

16. Respondents were asked if they personally reported the incident to police or if the police learned of the incident some
other way.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 25



Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

17. Although many 2SLGBTQ+ people face barriers to accessing affirming and appropriate victim and community support
services, their disproportionate exposure to violence means that the need for these services is correspondingly greater
(Erentzen & Schuller, 2020; Perry & Ginsley, 2022).

18. Based on responses to the Primary Care PTSD Screen (PC-PTSD) tool, a front-line assessment tool used to identify
individuals who should be referred to further psychological and psychiatric treatment for the disorder. The tool is designed

to assess whether an individual demonstrates key effects related to the core PTSD symptoms of re-experiencing, numbing,
avoidance and hyperarousal. If an individual answers ‘yes’ to any three of the four questions, the presence of PTSD is
suspected. The PC-PTSD is not a diagnostic tool, and a suspicion of PTSD is not the same as a diagnosis. In a clinical
setting, a positive score on the PC-PTSD would indicate that the patient should be referred for more in-depth assessment and
possible diagnosis.

19. The findings reflect patterns among the LGB+ population. The only behaviour change that was statistically significant for
gender diverse people who had experienced physical assault was staying home to avoid similar experiences.

20. The questions on experiences in the workplace and school were only asked of those who were employed or attended
school in the past 12 months, respectively.

21. The was no statistically significant difference between transgender men and transgender women.

22. Proportions were similar regardless of being a transgender man (38%), transgender woman (37%) or non-binary
person (37%).

23. Technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV), otherwise known as cyberviolence, refers to acts in which
technology is used to inflict harm, whether online, offline, or both. TFGBYV includes threatening, harassing, bullying,
humiliating, assaulting, extorting, coercing, tormenting, or socially excluding another person (Government of Canada, 2024).

24. Data presented in this section are restricted to respondents who used the Internet in the past 12 months, excluding
4% of respondents.

25. The sexualization and fetishization of transgender people has been identified in the literature as a form of objectification
that reduces individuals to their bodies or perceived sexual characteristics (Anzani et al., 2021). In online contexts, this may
manifest as coercive requests for intimate images, invasive questioning, or other forms of unwanted sexual attention.

26. These same trends were also found when disaggregating for the LGB+ and gender diverse subpopulations.
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Detailed data tables

Table 1

Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization, sexual

orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Women+ Men+ Total
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval
Type of victimization and sexual orientation percent! from to percent' from to percent' from to
Physical assault since age 15
Heterosexualt 29.2* 286 299 332 325 339 312 308 317
LGB+ 52.1* 498 544 508 479 537 516 498 534
Gay or lesbian 44.9* 404 496  46.3 422 505 457" 427 488
Bisexual 53.7* 507 567  53.5* 489 581 53T 511  56.2
Sexual assault since age 15
Heterosexualt 33.0* 323 337 8.8 84 93 207 203 211
LGB+ 57.5%* 551 598 357" 330 385 490" 472 509
Gay or lesbian 434+ 388 482 34T 306 391 385" 354 417
Bisexual 63.1%* 602 658 33.3* 292 376 543 519 56.8
Total violent victimization since age 15
Heterosexualt 41.6* 409 423 350 343 358 382 377 387
LGB+ 701+ 68.0 722 588" 559 616 65.7* 640 675
Gay or lesbian 58.8* 541 633 56.3* 520 60.6 574" 542 605
Bisexual 73.8** 712 763  59.5* 549 639  69.6* 673 71.8
Physical assault in past 12 months
Heterosexualt 2.0 18 22 35 32 38 28 26 30
LGB+ 8.0* 68 94 7.8 63 95 7.9% 70 90
Gay or lesbian 8.3* 60 113 54 37 76 6.6* 52 84
Bisexual 7.9% 65 96 9.6* 73 125 8.4* 7199
Sexual assault in past 12 months
Heterosexualt 1.9 1.7 21 0.6 05 07 1.2 11 13
LGB+ 7.0* 59 83 5.4 42 69 6.4* 55 73
Gay or lesbian 35 21 56 5.3* 36 77 4.5* 33 6.1
Bisexual 8.1 6.7 99 5.1* 36 72 7.2¢ 6.1 85
See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 1

Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization, sexual

orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Women+ Men+ Total
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval

Type of victimization and sexual orientation percent! from to  percent’ from to percent! from to
Total violent victimization in past 12 months?

Heterosexual 34 32 37 38 35 441 3.6 34 38

LGB+ 12.3* 108 140 M1.7* 98 138 12.1% 109 133

Gay or lesbian 10.2* 7.7 135 1017 7.7 132 10.2° 84 123

Bisexual 12.9% 1.0 150 123" 97 155 12.7* 1.2 144

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for Men+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for Men+ (p < 0.05)
1 reference category

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.

2. Includes physical and sexual assault.

Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual. Other sexual orientations that are not heterosexual are included in the aggregate LGB+ total but are not shown separately due to the heterogeneity of this
residual category. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude

intimate partner violence.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 2
Experiences of violent victimization since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of victimization and gender
diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025

Since age 15 Past 12 months
95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval
Type of victimization and gender diversity status percent! from to  percent' from to
Physical assault

Cisgender persons 321 31.7 326 31 29 33
Men 33.6 329 342 36 33 39
Women 307 * 301 313 25¢ 23 27

Gender diverse persons 58.6 ** 557 614 1.2* 96 131
Transgender men 525* 475 573 128 * 98 165
Transgender women 55.5 ** 50.7 602 87* 6.3 119
Non-binary persons 64.1 **** 506 683 121 * 96 151

Sexual assault

Cisgender persons 223 219 227 16 14 17
Men 9.8 94 102 08 07 10
Women 347 341 353 23* 21 25

Gender diverse persons 49.7 * 468 526 6.5* 53 79
Transgender men 476 ** 428 524 59 39 88
Transgender women 411 364 460 63* 43 91
Non-binary persons 56.6 **** 520 611 7.0* 53 92

Total violent victimization?

Cisgender persons 39.5 391 40.0 441 39 44
Men 35.7 350 364 441 38 44
Women 434 428 440 42 39 45

Gender diverse persons 69.2 ** 66.3 719 15.0* 132 170
Transgender men 63.1 * 582 677 159* 126 200
Transgender women 64.7 ** 509 692 119* 91 155
Non-binary persons 75.7 ¥ 713 796 165* 13.7 198

* significantly different from estimate for cisgender men (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for both cisgender men and women (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from estimate for cisgender men and women and transgender women (p < 0.05)

**** significantly different from estimate for cisgender men, cisgender women, transgender men and transgender women (p < 0.05)

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.

2. Includes physical and sexual assault.

Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at
birth, while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth.
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 3
Experiences of violent victimization, by type of victimization and intersection of gender diversity and sexual
orientation of the victim, Canada, 2025

95% confidence

interval
Type of victimization and intersecting characteristics percent! from to
Physical assault since age 15
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 31.2 307 317
Heterosexual and gender diverse 436 * 373 502
LGB+ and cisgender 499 * 478 519
LGB+ and gender diverse 63.0 ** 598  66.1
Sexual assault since age 15
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 20.7 203 211
Heterosexual and gender diverse 354 206 416
LGB+ and cisgender 482 * 461 50.3
LGB+ and gender diverse 54.4 * 511 57.7
Total violent victimization since age 152
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 38.2 317 387
Heterosexual and gender diverse 542" 475  60.7
LGB+ and cisgender 645 * 625 664
LGB+ and gender diverse 74.0 ** 709 769
Experiences of unwanted behaviour in public in the past 12 months®
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 16.2 158 166
Heterosexual and gender diverse 306 * 247 374
LGB+ and cisgender 506 * 486 527
LGB+ and gender diverse 70.9 ** 681 736
Experiences of unwanted behaviours online in past 12 months
Heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) 9.1 8.8 9.5
Heterosexual and gender diverse 15.0 * 1.0 201
LGB+ and cisgender 256 * 237 215
LGB+ and gender diverse 38.7 357 418

* significantly different from estimate for heterosexual and cisgender (i.e., non-2SLGBTQ+) people (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for non-2SLGBTQ+ people and the following 2SLGBTQ+ groups: (1) heterosexual and gender diverse, and (2) LGB+ and cisgender
(p <0.05)

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the
past 12 months.

2. Includes physical and sexual assault.

3. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.

Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual. Gender diverse includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at birth
while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth. Percent
calculations exclude intimate partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 4
Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among the LGB+ population, by type of victimization
and selected characteristics of the victim, Canada, 2025

Experiences of Experiences of
unwanted behaviours in  unwanted behaviours
Physical assault Sexual assault public in past online in past
since age 15 since age 15 12 months' 12 months
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval interval

Selected characteristic percent? from to percent? from to percent? from to percent’ from to
LGB+ 51.6 498 534 49.0 472 509 533 515 551 273 257 29.0
Gender

Men+t 50.8 479 537 357 330 385 414 385 444 242 217 26.8

Women+ 52.1 498 544 575* 551 59.8 60.8* 585 631 293" 2713 314
Age group (years)

15 to 241 412 380 445 385 353 418 627 592 66.0 309 280 339

2510 34 55.8 * 523 592 563* 529 596 559~ 525 592 276 246 308

3510 44 61.1* 568 652 610" 56,5 653 565 520 609 312 2712 354

45 to 54 59.7 * 536 656 51.7* 457 5717 379" 324 438 211+ 164 26.8

55 and older 49.3 * 450 535 385 342 429 266* 230 305 154+ 124 189
Indigenous identity

Indigenous person 68.9 * 626 746 583~ 521 644 625° 56.1 686 414* 351 479

Non-Indigenous person’ 50.1 482 520 483 464 503 52.6 50.7 545 262 245 279
Racialized person®

Yes 415* 36.7 466 351" 308 397 430" 383 479 232 193 278

Not 52.6 504 547 510 489 531 543 522 565 267 249 286
Place of birth

Born in Canada 52.8 * 50.7 549 512* 491 533 559* 539 579 288" 270 30.6

Born outside Canadat 455 412 499 392 349 437 419 376 464 208 174 248
Identifies as a person with a disability

Yes 66.4 * 633 694 579" 547 611 620" 587 651 362" 333 392

Nof 443 420 465 447 425 470 4941 469 514 230 211 250

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.

2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours experienced online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the
Internet in the past 12 months.

3. Excludes Indigenous people.

Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude intimate partner
violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 5
Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted behaviours among the gender diverse population, by type of
victimization and selected characteristics of the victim, Canada, 2025

Experiences of Experiences of
unwanted behaviours in  unwanted behaviours
Physical assault Sexual assault public in past online in past
since age 15 since age 15 12 months' 12 months
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval interval

Selected characteristic percent? from to percent? from to percent? from to percent? from to
Gender diverse persons 58.6 55.7 614 49.7 468 526 614 585 641 335 309 36.2

Transgender men' 52.5 475 573 476 428 524 562 506 615 291 247 339

Transgender women 55.5 50.7 602 411 364 460 504 455 553 325 219 373

Non-binary persons 64.1* 596 683 56.6* 520 611 716" 67.7 752 366* 325 410
Age group (years)

15 to 241 48.1 432 531 353 306 403 727 68.0 769 385 336 436

2510 34 63.0 ¥ 584 675 619~ 572 663 66.6 620 708 352 30.7 399

3510 44 729" 666 783 63.0° 562 693 624 * 556 68.7 320 264 382

45 to 54 716 * 60.3 808 63.1* 524 726 500* 395 605 293 212 390

55 and older 55.6 485 624 414 346 485 334* 269 406 230* 17.3 300
Indigenous identity

Indigenous person m2- 623 786 58.1°* 491 667 704~ 618 778 458" 371 549

Non-Indigenous persont 57.3 542 603 487 457 518 605 574 635 321 293 349
Racialized person®

Yes 53.3 449 614 440 3.2 521 518* 438 598 258 191 338

Nof 58.8 557 618 496 463 528 618 585 650 332 303 362
Place of birth

Born in Canada 59.3 562 623 50.7 476 538 63.6° 60.6 666 353" 325 382

Born outside Canadat 55.1 475 624 444 374 517 498 426 569 239 18.3 306
Identifies as a person with a disability

Yes 66.6 * 626 705 56.1° 520 600 694~ 656 729 404* 366 443

Nof 51.1 473 550 439 401 477 538 498 578 270 236 308

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.

2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours experienced online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the
Internet in the past 12 months.

3. Excludes Indigenous people.

Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at
birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth.
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 6
Violent victimization in the past 12 months, by 2SLGBTQ+ status, type of victimization and selected characteristics
of most serious incident, Canada, 2025

Physical assault Sexual assault
2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+! 2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+!
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
Selected characteristics of interval interval interval interval
the most serious incident percent' from to percent' from to percent' from to percent' from to
Location of the incident
Private residence, property,
or surrounding area YA 312 445 29.0 259 323 434 36.6 505 35.9 312 408
Commercial or institutional establishment 20.9 159 269 23.3 204 266 34.0* 2714 414 428 378 480
Street or other public place 304 246 370 36.4 330 400 123 85 176 14.2 106 186
Other 8.8 58 133 10.1 8.1 125 8.7 55 134 53 34 8.1
Number of perpetrators
One 81.2 754 859 80.9 780 835 834 776 879 84.6 805 88.0
More than one 16.9 123 226 18.0 154 208 159 14 216 13.2 100 17.1
Gender of perpetrator?
Single perpetrator (man) or multiple
perpetrators (all or mostly men) 71.1 651 76.5 76.7 736 796 783 7.7 837 79.1 744 832
Single perpetrator (woman) or multiple
perpetrators (all or mostly women) 173 * 13.0 227 11.6 95 142 111 71 170 13.7 105 17.7
Single perpetrator (non-binary) or multiple
perpetrators (all or mostly non-binary) F F F F F F F F F F F F
A mix of different genders 32 16 64 41 29 58 F F F F F F
Don’t know 4.6 27 76 4.5 32 64 6.0 32 108 F F F
Relationship to perpetrator
Stranger 37.0* 30.6 440 46.3 427 499 247 19.1 313 24.2 20.0 291
Someone known to the victim 60.9 * 539 674 52.2 486 558 745 67.8 80.2 733 682 77.8
Presence of a weapon
Yes 217 170 274 26.3 234 294 F F F 4.7 29 75
No 62.2 556 68.3 61.2 578 646 857 794 903 87.3 834 904
Don't know 14.1 103  19.2 1.7 96 143 107 6.7 166 5.6 36 85
Victim sustained physical injuries
Yes 25.9 207 319 241 212 273 188" 139 249 11.1 82 149
No 72.2 66.1 77.6 75.1 719 781 799 736 85.0 86.0 820 893
Incident reported to police
Yes 221°* 170 282 29.4 264 325 8.3 53 130 9.0 6.3 126
No 754 69.1 808 69.5 66.3 725 904 856 937 88.1 842 912
Three or more longer-term emotional
impacts consistent with PTSD
Yes 329+ 269 394 19.5 169 224 375* 31.0 444 22.8 186 276
No 64.5* 579 706 78.6 756 813 606" 534 673 73.0 68.0 775

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 6
Violent victimization in the past 12 months, by 2SLGBTQ+ status, type of victimization and selected characteristics
of most serious incident, Canada, 2025

Physical assault Sexual assault
2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+ 2SLGBTQ+ Non-2SLGBTQ+
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
Selected characteristics of interval interval interval interval
the most serious incident percent’ from to percent' from to percent! from to percent' from to
Contacted or used any services for help
Yes 203 * 156 259 13.3 111 159 221* 16.7 285 13.7 106 176
No 781 722 829 85.4 827 878 773 709 827 83.3 792 86.7
Blamed or made to feel responsible
for the incident
Yes 36.0 299 426 23.2 204 263 4007 333 472 274 231 322
No 619 * 552 68.2 75.4 722 783 58.7* 515 655 69.3 643 738
Changed behaviour as a result
of the incident
Yes 76.5 69.2 825 76.7 720 809 828 759 88.0 76.7 703 820
Avoiding certain places 48.4 408 56.2 422 371 474 531* 449 611 38.8 322 458

Avoiding certain people or situations 49.2 411 573 46.6 416 518 508 428 58.7 42.8 36.0 498

Changing the way you present yourself

in public 26.1 19.7 337 23.2 191 280 387 309 470 34.6 282 416
Carrying something to defend yourself or
alert others 22" 223 372 15.7 123 198 256 19.3 331 210 159 272
Becoming withdrawn from social events
or activities you typically enjoy 370" 296 451 24.8 205 295 376 30.1 456 36.3 299 431
Staying home in order to avoid similar
experiences 350 ¢ 280 427 25.7 214 307 461 * 380 545 35.3 289 422
Other 10.1 6.2 159 10.6 79 140 8.6 50 144 7.8 48 126
No 20.1 145 272 18.8 151 232 144 97 210 15.9 16 215
Not stated F F F 44 28 69 F F F 74 46 17

F too unreliable to be published

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses but are not displayed unless they represent 5% or more of total responses.

2. Victims may not necessarily know their perpetrator’s gender identity. In situations where the perpetrator’s gender identity is unknown, respondent responses may
be based on the perpetrator’s gender expression, which refers to how a person presents themselves as a man, a woman, or non-binary, through their body language,
appearance and aesthetic choices (e.g., clothing, hairstyle and makeup), which may traditionally be associated with a particular gender.

Note: 2SLGBTQ+ includes people who are Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, or those who use other terms related to gender and sexual
diversity. Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 7

Experiences of unwanted behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour, sexual orientation and gender of

the victim, Canada, 2025

Men+ Women+ Total
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval
Type of behaviour and sexual orientation percent! from to percent' from to percent’ from to
LGB+
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour in public in the past
12 months? 414+ 385 444 60.8* 585 631 53.3* 51.5 55.1
Inappropriate sexual jokes 19.6 * 173 220 331*™ 309 354 279* 262 296
Unwanted sexual attention 142~ 123 163 403 ** 379 426 302°* 285 319
Unwanted physical contact 15.4 * 134 176 283 * 262 306 233* 218 249
Indecent exposure 40* 30 53 85* 72 99 6.7 * 59 17
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 234* 209 262 27.0** 249 292 256°* 241 273
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you
are a man or woman 10.3 * 87 121 294 * 212 3T 220°* 204 236
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your
sexual orientation or assumed sexual orientation 204 ¢ 182 229 168 * 152 186 182* 16.8 197
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are
or assumed to be transgender 9.8 * 84 14 84°F 73 97 9.0 * 81 100
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past
12 months 242 * 21.7 26.8 29.3 ** 273 314 2713* 257 29.0
Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages,
or text messages where you were the only recipient 14> 96 134 144 129 161 132* 120 145
Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails,
group text messages or postings on social media 7.7* 63 94 83° 7.1 9.6 8.1°* 72 91
Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute,
intimate or sexually explicit images of you without consent 32°* 23 45 29° 22 37 30°* 24 37
Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or
explicit images or messages 56* 44 71 8T 74 102 75* 66 86
Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages
when you did not want to receive them 13.7* 118 159 19.2** 174 212 171~ 15.7 186
Heterosexualt
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour in public in the past
12 months? 10.0 96 105 22.7* 221 233 163 159 16.7
Inappropriate sexual jokes 5.1 47 55 10* 106 115 8.0 7.7 8.3
Unwanted sexual attention 24 22 27 135* 129 140 7.8 76 841
Unwanted physical contact 3.0 27 33 85™ 8.1 8.9 5.7 54 6.0
Indecent exposure 14 1.2 16 25* 2.3 2.8 1.9 18 21
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 3.4 3.1 37 58" 55 6.2 4.6 44 48
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are a man
or woman 29 26 32 93* 89 98 6.1 58 6.3
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your
sexual orientation or assumed sexual orientation 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 0.9 12 1.0 0.9 1.1
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are or
assumed to be transgender 0.1 01 02 02 02 03 0.2 0.1 0.2
See notes at the end of the table.
Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 35



Juristat Article — Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 2SLGBTQ+ people in Canada, 2025

Table 7
Experiences of unwanted behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour, sexual orientation and gender of
the victim, Canada, 2025

Men+ Women+ Total
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval
Type of behaviour and sexual orientation percent' from to percent' from to percent' from to
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past
12 months 8.2 7.7 86 102* 9.7 106 9.1 88 95
Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or
text messages where you were the only recipient 4.8 44 51 52 49 56 5.0 47 52
Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails,
group text messages or postings on social media 2.9 26 31 25 23 28 2.7 25 29
Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute,
intimate or sexually explicit images of you without consent 1.6 14 18 14 0.9 1.3 1.4 1.2 1.5
Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or
explicit images or messages 0.7 06 08 18* 16 20 1.2 1.1 14

Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages
when you did not want to receive them 2.8 26 31 52 49 56 4.0 38 42

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for Men+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for Men+ (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the
past 12 months.

2. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the
purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.

Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the
category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 8

Experiences of unwanted behaviours in public and online, by type of behaviour and gender diversity status of the

victim, Canada, 2025

Gender diverse Cisgendert
95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval
Type of behaviour percent! from to percent' from to
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour public in the past 12 months? 61.4 * 58.5 64.1 18.4 181 18.8
Inappropriate sexual jokes 2713 ¢ 250 298 9.2 89 95
Unwanted sexual attention 314* 289 340 9.2 89 95
Unwanted physical contact 24.7* 224 272 6.8 65 70
Indecent exposure 70* 5.7 8.6 2.2 2.1 2.4
Suggestions you don't act like a man or woman is supposed to act 36.8 * 342 396 5.8 55 6.0
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are a man or woman 226" 203 25.0 741 68 74
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because of your sexual orientation or assumed
sexual orientation 284 260 311 2.0 19 22
Being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded because you are or assumed to be transgender 372 * 345 399 0.4 0.3 0.5
Experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online in the past 12 months 335~ 309 36.2 10.2 99 106
Received threatening or aggressive emails, social media messages, or text messages where you
were the only recipient 170 * 150 193 5.5 52 57
Target of threatening or aggressive messages through group emails, group text messages or
postings on social media 126 * 109 146 3.0 28 32
Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute, intimate or sexually explicit
images of you without consent 26" 19 37 15 13 16
Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages 91* 7.7 109 1.6 1.5 1.8
Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages when you did not want to
receive them 203 ¢ 182 226 48 46 5.1

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
1 reference category

1. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses. For behaviours online, percent calculations exclude those who stated they did not use the Internet in the

past 12 months.

2. Public places refer to anywhere people are able to access with little or no restriction, such as streets, businesses, public transportation, bars, or restaurants. For the

purposes of this analysis, public places also include work and school settings.

Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex at
birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man nor woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their

sex at birth.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 9

Self-rated mental health and life satisfaction, by experiences of violent victimization in past 12 months, sexual
orientation and gender of the victim, Canada, 2025

Fair or poor self-rated mental health

High life satisfaction’

Did not experience
violent victimization
in past 12 months

Experienced violent

victimization in
past 12 months

Did not experience
violent victimization
in past 12 months

Experienced violent

victimization in
past 12 months

95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
Sexual orientation interval interval interval interval
and gender percent? from to  percent? from to  percent? from to  percent? from to
Heterosexual
Men+ 13.7 131 142 330 292 371 605 598 612 397 357 439
Women+ 16.0 ** 155 166 408 * 366 451 61.7* 61.0 624 309 * 2712 349
Total 14.8 144 152 36.6 338 396 61.1 606 61.6 356 328 385
LGB+
Men+ 39.0 * 358 422 626* 539 706 354* 325 384 201* 143 215
Gay men+ 283~ 243 326 488°% 347 631 434* 388 481 309F 199 447
Bisexual men+ 48.3* 432 535 T719* 60.0 813 279°* 238 325 108°* 54 205
Women+ 447 * 422 472 693" 62.7 752 371°* 348 396 208°* 159 26.7
Lesbian women+ 346" 299 397 645F% 499 768 485" 436 535 279EF 16.8 427
Bisexual women+ 472 * 441 503 696" 612 768 345* 316 375 187* 132 257
Total 42.4 ** 405 444 66.8 ** 61.6 715 36.5** 346 384 20.5** 16.7 25.0
Gay or leshian 31.0 = 280 342 557 455 654 456 422 490 296 216 392
Bisexual 47.5 ** 449 502 70.2 ** 635 762 325 301 351 164 121 220

E use with caution

* significantly different from estimate for heterosexual of the same gender (p < 0.05)
** significantly different from estimate for heterosexual Men+ (p < 0.05)

k.

significantly different from estimate for heterosexual total (p < 0.05)

1. "High life satisfaction" refers to respondents who rated their satisfaction with their life as a whole as an 8, 9, or 10, on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means very

unsatisfied and 10 means very satisfied.

2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.
Note: The LGB+ population refers to people whose reported sexual orientation is gay or lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual. Other sexual orientations that are not heterosexual are included in the aggregate LGB+ total but are not shown separately due to the heterogeneity of this

residual category. The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the

category “Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations exclude intimate

partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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Table 10
Self-rated mental health and life satisfaction, by experiences of violent victimization in past 12 months and gender
diversity status of the victim, Canada, 2025

Fair or poor self-rated mental health High life satisfaction’
Did not experience Experienced violent Did not experience Experienced violent
violent victimization victimization in violent victimization victimization in
in past 12 months past 12 months in past 12 months past 12 months
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval interval
Gender diversity status percent? from to percent? from to percent? from to percent? from to
Cisgender persons
Men 14.6 141 152 36.1 324 400 593 58.6 60.0 379 341 418
Women 18.0 * 174 186 477" 41 513 600 594 607 28.2°* 252 314
Total 16.3 159 16.7 42.0 394 446 597 59.2 60.2 33.0 306 355
Gender diverse persons
Transgender men 482 ** 426 538 7158 58.7 815 379* 323 437 F F F
Transgender women 401 * 350 455 638 488 764 394 * 340 451 F F F
Non-binary persons 61.4 * 56.8 658 79.2* 705 858 253 * 214 296 179* 1.8 261
Total 51.6 ** 435 547 T735* 669 791 327 % 299 358 139* 100 189

E use with caution

F too unreliable to be published

* significantly different from estimate for cisgender men (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for both cisgender men and women (p < 0.05)

1. "High life satisfaction" refers to respondents who rated their satisfaction with their life as a whole as an 8, 9, or 10, on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means very
unsatisfied and 10 means very satisfied.

2. Percent calculations include missing or not stated responses.

Note: The gender diverse population includes both transgender and non-binary people. Transgender refers to persons whose gender does not correspond to their sex
at birth while non-binary refers to persons whose reported gender is neither man or woman. Cisgender refers to persons whose gender corresponds to their sex at birth.
Percent calculations exclude intimate partner violence.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces.
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